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At left, a Honda Accord smashed to bits last Wednesday by a large pine on Sombria Lane in Pebble Beach, and at right, a Chrysler 
minivan beneath the trunk of a huge pine at the Country Club Gate. The owners of both vehicles were lucky to escape with their lives.

Peninsula grapples with dangerous trees
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A landmark through the ages: The Lone Cypress is believed to be 250 years old and has been a tourist attraction since at least the late 
1900s. At bottom right, the tree withstanding heavy surf in 1916, when it was already a highlight of 17 Mile Drive. At top right, the cypress 
as a storm clears in 2008. And at left, the Lone Cypress with most of its glory intact after heavy winds removed one of its limbs last week.
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cars, and one that hit a person at Mission Ranch (see related 
story, page 9A).

“And we had wires being pulled down, and the pow-
er being out for hours and hours — and for some people, 
days,” Tomasi said. “This happens here — we do lose pow-
er, we have power lines above ground and trees — but five 
days is a long time.”

Dozens of examples
Pacific Grove public works director Daniel Gho said his 

estimate is that at least 25 trees fell in Pacific Grove, caus-
ing road closures and property damage. 

“If we start talking about limbs and/or portions of trees 
that were lost, the number would climb significantly,” Gho 
told The Pine Cone. 

The City of Monterey reported 27 fallen trees and three 
major power outages due to trees damaging PG&E poles 
and equipment. There were also six trees down in the Presi-
dio of Monterey and two at the Naval Postgraduate School.

n Property damage, power outages and close calls with death, but an icon still stands

By KELLY NIX and MARY SCHLEY

THE DEVASTATING storms that ravaged the Monte-
rey Peninsula last week caused property damage, long-term 
power outages, harrowing near-death experiences, and have 
prompted at least one city to reevaluate how it manages its 
urban forest. 

The so-called “atmospheric river” storm hit the Penin-
sula with a hammer last week, causing a host of dangerous 
situations and downing hundreds of trees, including some 
on houses, cars and power poles. Miraculously, nobody was 
gravely injured or killed. Still, there were some very close 
calls in Carmel, Pebble Beach and Pacific Grove. 

Even the iconic Lone Cypress tree in Pebble Beach was 
damaged.

In Carmel, more than two dozen trees that were growing 
on public property fell, along with several more on private 
lots, Police Chief Paul Tomasi said.

“We were losing trees pretty quickly,” he said, including 
three that crashed onto houses (one of which is historic, 
according to city administrator Chip Rerig), two that fell on See TREES page 15A

City hall worries as 
vacant storefronts 
plague downtown

By MARY SCHLEY

IN A one-square-mile city with a small commercial dis-
trict, any vacancy, especially on Ocean Avenue, has a notice-
able impact. But with the eviction of the Robert Talbott store 
from its space on the city’s main street last week, the number 
of empty stores downtown is now well more than a half-dozen 
— including three on one block — and along with it, officials, 
landlords and shop owners are worrying about the health of 
businesses in town. 

Meanwhile, the city is frequently swarmed with upscale 
visitors who presumably want to shop.

“I am concerned,” city administrator Chip Rerig said this 
week. “With all these vacancies, I’m still bullish on the village 
in general, but we can’t ignore it.”

Rerig was particularly shocked to see the eviction notice 
signed by Monterey County Sheriff Steve Bernal stuck to the 
door of the Talbott shop last week. The tie company had deep 
roots here, having been started by Audrey and Robert Talbott 
in their Monte Verde Street home in 1950, and opening its first 
retail store on Ocean Avenue in 1957. After his parents died, 
Robb Talbott took over, and subsequently sold the company to 
Robert Corliss and his family a few years ago. Last year, Cor-
liss shut down Talbott’s corporate building on Highway 68, 
and last week, the Ocean Avenue shop abruptly closed. Robb 
Talbott didn’t want to say anything about the closure, other 
than to note that he and his family no longer own the business 

Fatal fire in Palo Colorado
By MARY SCHLEY

FRED LAKIN, who lost his house in Palo Colorado Can-
yon during the Soberanes Fire almost three years ago, died 
Monday morning when the home he was renting in the can-
yon burned down, according to Mid-Coast Fire Brigade Chief 
Cheryl Goetz.

By the time the blaze was reported shortly before 10:15 
a.m. Feb. 18, the house on Green Ridge was already fully en-
gulfed in flames. A dispatcher told firefighters that the sole 
occupant of the house was in a wheelchair, and that people 
there were unable to get him out.

“The home is right across the street from the station — it’s 
pretty much as close as you can get,” Goetz said. Unfortunate-
ly, it was already too late for firefighters to save Lakin or the 
building.

Water board told 
takeover bid hinges 
on cost savings 

By KELLY NIX

ONE OF the consultants hired to help determine whether 
a government takeover of California American Water’s Mon-
terey system would be financially feasible says that for the 
move to hold up in court, customers’ water bills will have to 
show immediate savings. 

Last November, Monterey Peninsula residents approved 
Measure J, which calls for a public acquisition of Cal Am’s 
water system, possibly through eminent domain, if a study 
drawn up by several consultants concludes the move would 
be feasible. 

But it was never specified what “feasible” would mean in 
the context of a Cal Am takeover. To get ratepayers’ ideas, 
the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District held five 
public listening sessions. Attendees were offered seven defi-
nitions of the word and asked to rank them according to how 

See FIRE page 19A

See CAL AM page 8A

See STOREFRONTS page 12A


