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Storms depart just in time for golfers to arrive

The strong winds and heavy rains over the weekend left plenty of damage in their wake — including a gigantic cypress that fell on the stairs at 
Nepenthe (top left) and a huge boulder that created a hazard on Highway 1 in Big Sur (top right), but Wednesday’s celebrity shootout at 
Pebble Beach was bathed in glorious sunshine, giving former Mayor Clint Eastwood (left) and Bill Murray (right) a chance to tee off under 
ideal conditions. There is more rain in the forecast, but the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am also got underway under mostly blue skies Thursday.

PHOTOS/KIRK GAFILL (TOP LEFT), CALTRANS (TOP RIGHT), MICHAEL TROUTMAN/DMT IMAGING (ABOVE)

Council tweaks 
law almost 
everybody hates
n Rerig: Don’t yell at staff about vendors

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY council on Tuesday unanimously voted to ex-
tend the ordinance regulating sidewalk vendors through the 
end of the year, adopting several changes to make complying 
with the ordinance easier, while also trying to protect the own-
ers of downtown stores.

Before council members got into the details Feb. 5, city 
administrator Chip Rerig admonished angry business owners 
who have yelled at his employees about sidewalk vending.

“We know this topic has engendered a lot of emotion, and 
we’ve had some brick-and-mortar retailers come in and berate 
the line staff in the front offices,” he said. “Not only is that 
unnecessary, it’s kind of unacceptable. If people have issues, 
please make an appointment to yell at me. This is not an ordi-
nance that we willingly adopted.”

Whatever they want
Last month, the city council approved an “urgency ordi-

nance” to prevent the town from being overrun with sidewalk 
vendors, who are now generally allowed, under state law, to 
sell whatever they want wherever they like. The law, Senate 
Bill 946, does allow local jurisdictions to create permit sys-
tems for sidewalk vendors and to impose some restrictions 
based on health, safety and welfare, which is what planning 
director Marc Wiener aimed to do when he introduced the 

“If that tree had fallen 5 degrees in any other direction, 
it could have caused huge problems,” Gafill said. “If it had 
come down while we were open, somebody might have 
been injured — we were incredibly fortunate.”

n Big Sur battered and drenched

By CHRIS COUNTS

BESIDES KNOCKING out the power and dumping 
mud and rocks along Highway 1 in Big Sur, high wind and 
rain this week took down a large cypress at Nepenthe, and 
damaged two pathways that lead from the parking lot to the 
restaurant.

“We had an 80- to 100-foot-tall cypress tree come down 
about 4 a.m. Saturday,” Nepenthe general manager Kirk 
Gafill told The Pine Cone. “My sister heard it — but it was 
such an epic storm, nobody thought to go outside and look 
around. In the morning, we could see that it completely 
blocked both of our stairways in front of the restaurant.”

The trees destroyed handrails and light fixtures on the 
hillside. “The handrails got turned into spaghetti,” de-
scribed Gafill.

On its way down, the cypress took out several other trees. 
Since Nepenthe’s vintage red phone phone booth was in the 
path of destruction, onlookers assumed it was crushed. But 
after some of the debris was removed, the phone booth was 
found to be still standing. “The phone booth was somehow 
untouched,” reported Gafill, who suggested it had a guard-
ian angel looking over it.

The phone booth wasn’t the only thing that was lucky.

See BATTERED page 20A

Potter to run for
mayor again in 2020

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE news that former Mayor Steve Dallas filed 
paperwork so he can campaign for the top city seat again in 
November 2020, Mayor Dave Potter — who soundly defeated 
him at the polls last November — announced this week that he 
plans to run for reelection.

“If Steve is thinking he will be a viable candidate,” Potter 
told The Pine Cone Wednesday, “I’m going to get out there 
and get in his way.”

He also said he decided to share the news now in order to 
dispel the rumors and assumptions that he was planning to be 
a one-term mayor.

In an email to supporters this week, Potter wrote, “While 
I had hoped to take a break from campaigning for a little 
while, it appears that I have already drawn a challenge for 

Want to study takeover 
‘feasibility?’ Apply now.

By KELLY NIX

SPECIALISTS VYING for the job of studying whether 
taking over California American Water’s private system is fi-
nancially feasible have until next week to turn in their appli-
cations, the general manager of the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District said this week.

Voters in November 2018 passed Measure J, which calls 

See VENDORS page 16A
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n Carmel hit with more power outages

By MARY SCHLEY

LESS THAN three weeks after the entire city was 
blacked out overnight when high winds blew down more 
than two dozen trees and took out a major power line, thou-
sands of residents found themselves in the dark again from 
Friday night until early Sunday morning as another violent 
storm blew through.

This storm didn’t bring down as many trees, according 
to public works director Bob Harary, who put the final tally 
at nine. But the ones that fell caused significant headaches, 
from street closures and damaged vehicles, to toppled pow-
er poles and a closed highway.

Crews shut down Highway 1 between Carpenter Street 
and Ocean Avenue for more than a day to deal with downed 

See DARK page 22A
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