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Sidewalk vendors get 
permits to sell hot 
dogs, tacos, tamales, 
artwork, greeting cards

By MARY SCHLEY

A CONSTRUCTION manager can peddle sandwiches in 
Devendorf Park, a former mayor can sell hot dogs and fish 
on a stick on a downtown sidewalk, and an artist without a 
gallery can sell her cards and prints from a cart, according to 
a few of the 13 sidewalk vending permits planning director 
Marc Wiener approved Wednesday.

The permits cost $425 apiece and expire in six months. An 
emergency ordinance approved by the city council Feb. 8 al-
lows for 10 permits for sidewalk vending and three for selling 
in Devendorf Park.

In addition to the first 10 applications the planning depart-
ment received less than 24 hours after the city council ap-
proved the ordinance to regulate sidewalk vending, which a 
new state law requires all cities to allow, two more were sub-
mitted late Wednesday afternoon, another on Friday, and the 
14th on Monday.

No shave ice
This week, Wiener issued the permits on a first-come, first-

served basis, so the last application, from Bowdees Shave Ice, 
was not approved. However, its owner, Carmel resident Sally 
Larsen, who said she also plans to open a brick-and-mortar lo-
cation in town this year, could try again after the first permits 
expire July 15.

“We have received 14, and I’m intending to issue the 13 
permits today — 10 for the residential and commercial dis-
tricts, and three for Devendorf Park,” he told The Pine Cone 
Wednesday.

The people who received permits to set up shop in Deven-
dorf Park are Bruno’s Market owner Fermin Sanchez, who 
plans to sell sandwiches and other food items, and construc-
tion manager Trevor Forster, who wants to sell sandwiches 
made by Flaherty’s restaurant.

Wiener said he offered a third permit for Devendorf Park to 
Augustina’s owner Tracy Odle, whose application for a street 
cart to sell high-end clothing and leather goods, like purses, 
belts and shoes, was the 11th sidewalk-vending application 
received, but he hadn’t yet had a response. 

Alternatively, she could wait for the next round to apply for 
a sidewalk cart.

The list of people who got permits to sell on the streets 
reads like a Carmel Who’s Who: 

n Carmel Bakery owner Rich Pepe, whose cart will have 

and became an Eagle Scout last summer.
The incident, which happened Jan. 12 just before 11 a.m., 

wasn’t the first time someone’s curiosity led to heartbreaking 
consequences down the coast.

“An 18-year-old male and his friends were hiking along the 
trails at Garrapata State Beach when they came across a blow-
hole near the cliffs,” deputy Jesse Villasenor of the Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Office reported. “A closer inspection by the 
young adult led to a tragedy when he slipped and fell through 
the hole onto the rocky beach below.”

Stevenson grad dies on Big Sur outing with friends
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST AS it has so many times before, Monterey County’s 
breathtaking coastline turned deadly Saturday when Braxton 
Stuntz, 18, whose family lives at 11th and Mission, was swept 
out to sea at Garrapata State Beach.

A rescue effort was quickly mounted, but was hampered by 
heavy and dangerous surf. So far, efforts to find his body have 
been unsuccessful.

Stuntz was a 2018 graduate of Stevenson School in Pebble 
Beach and a student at the University of California San Diego. 
He was also a member of Carmel Valley Boy Scout Troop 127  See OUTING page 17A

Council to hold ‘listening session’ on attorney search
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH CITY attorney Glen Mozingo’s announcement 
last week that he’ll be stepping down from the job in early 
April, the city council wasted no time in scheduling a work-
shop to hear what people think about how to replace him and 
what attributes and skills the new lawyer should have. The 
“listening session” will take place in city hall on Monte Verde 
street south of Ocean Avenue Jan. 24 at 4 p.m.

“What’s the community’s perspective on what we’re look-
ing for?” city administrator Chip Rerig asked. “What should 
the recruitment process look like? What should the city attor-
ney be proficient in? Should the city attorney be a full-time 
employee or on contract?”

After longtime city attorney Don Freeman announced he 

Braxton Stuntz, shown above in an undated photo from his Facebook 
page, was exploring the Big Sur coast with friends when a wave 
pulled him out to sea. A Coast Guard helicopter search for him Satur-
day (right) was fruitless.
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Tree companies and PG&E crews worked hard in the rain Thursday to clear the 
huge trees, broken power pole and downed lines that fell on Carpenter Street 
during Wednesday’s storm.
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online by late morning. Rerig said that before the power came 
back on, the utility company reported 130 outages affecting 
more than 10,000 people throughout the Peninsula and had 

Storm roars in, causes widespread outages
By MARY SCHLEY

GUSTY WINDS brought trees crashing down onto pow-
er lines and homes throughout town Wednesday, plunging the 
entire city into darkness shortly after 9:30 p.m. when a large 
transformer just outside town blew, and forcing 
the closure of more than a dozen streets. 

Hundreds of people in Sunset Center for a Styx 
concert got an extended intermission when every-
thing went black but were treated to an acoustic 
set after the band regrouped. Public works crews, 
police and firefighters spent the afternoon and 
night scrambling from call to call, trying to keep 
people out of danger until tree companies and 
PG&E crews could fix the problems.

10K without power
“We think the major thing that happened last 

night was a big tree went down on Carpenter just 
outside the city, and it blew a trunk line that feeds 
the city,” city administrator Chip Rerig explained.

PG&E expected to restore power to the Carmel 
area, which at one point had more than 5,300 cus-
tomers without electricity, early Thursday evening 
but managed to get the bulk of the system back 

See STORM page 12A

would be stop representing Carmel in mid-2017 after work-
ing for the council for more than 30 years, the then-council 
appointed a committee of councilwomen Jan Reimers and 
Carolyn Hardy to oversee the process of finding a new city 
attorney. 

They created a job description and list of requirements and 
responsibilities, which were backed by the council, and put 

County OKs parking 
ban near Point Lobos

By CHRIS COUNTS

FIFTH DISTRICT Monterey County Supervisor Mary 
Adams has been leading the charge to ban parking along the 
east side of Highway 1 near Point Lobos State Reserve due 
to concerns over traffic safety and emergency access — and 
while she didn’t get everything she asked for at the supervi-
sors’ Jan. 15 meeting in Salinas, her colleagues did agree to 
give the plan a two-year trial.

Such a ban would also need the approval of the California 
Coastal Commission and Caltrans.

Adams didn’t mince words about the risks of doing nothing 
to address the problems of overvisitation at Point Lobos. In 
particular, she zeroed in on how dangerous it is for thousands of 

See CARTS page 13ASee ATTORNEY page 16A

See PARKING page 13A


