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Merry Christmas

Reaching out to strangers who lost everything in the Paradise fire, Len-
dy Haisley, Adam Gidaro and Lendy’s daughter Stephanie of Mission 
Fields (left, in the rear of the photo) brought Joshua, Ashley, Shelley, 
and Jesse Eaglin (in foreground) of Paradise Christmas presents and 
necessities. The fire destroyed the Eaglins’ home (right).

By LISA CRAWFORD WATSON

IT MAY have already faded from the headlines, but the 
wildfire that devastated Butte County six weeks ago has left 
tremendous injuries and losses that will take years to over-
come. 

Some local families are using the holidays as an opportu-
nity to help — and to make sure the people of Paradise, where 
more than 12,000 homes were destroyed and 86 people killed 
in early November, know they haven’t been forgotten.

“Sometimes people don’t get involved because they don’t 
know how,” said Debbie Lemos, whose family owns the 76 
gas station at the mouth of the valley. “But the people of Par-
adise are going to need help for a long time.” 

Her husband Ron and son Carl — both firefighters — were 
sent to battle the Camp Fire, so Debbie decided to do her part 
by raising money for the victims.

And in Mission Fields, the Haisley family, including dad 

The fire is out but not over — and locals do more than their part to help

See HELP page 22A

A large, spiral cloud formation in the southwestern sky over the Pacific Ocean Tuesday afternoon 
could have been caused by a rocket launch from Vandenburg Air Force Base, or by a meteor de-
flected by the atmosphere as it descended, or by aliens. Whatever it was, nobody had a definitive 
explanation for the unique formation. If you know, please fess up!
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Meteor, rocket, or what exactly? Eight applications for Flanders curator 
By MARY SCHLEY

HOPES THAT someone will move into the 
historic but deteriorating Flanders Mansion and 
pay to fix it up in exchange for living there rent-
free for 20 years lie in the eight proposals deliv-
ered to city hall before last Wednesday’s deadline.

City administrator Chip Rerig wouldn’t identi-
fy the people who would like to call the mansion 
home, saying the information had to wait until the 
city council’s special meeting Jan. 7. But longtime 
curatorship proponents Les and Trish Albiol, who 
live in Carmel, were seen delivering their thick 
proposal about an hour before the 5 p.m. deadline 
Dec. 12, and Monterey-based documentary film-
maker Michael Buffo, sent an email this week say-
ing he’d submitted his, too.

After decades of wrangling over the mansion’s 
fate, several months ago the city council decided 
finding a curator to occupy and repair it would be 
the best option — provided such a person exists. 
The council decided the candidate would have to 

get the bulk of the major work done in the first five 
years, spending a minimum of $60,000 per year.

Purchased by taxpayers in 1972 along with 
several acres of the park, the 90-plus-year-old Tu-
dor-style mansion, which is on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, has never been put to public 
use. According to the city’s “request for proposals” 
posted in October, at the bare minimum, it needs 
basics like new electrical and plumbing systems, 
heating and ventilation, fire sprinklers, appliances, 
and haz-mat testing and removal, as well as cos-
metic improvements a tenant might want.

What’s next
Budget and contracts director Sharon Fried-

richsen, who is overseeing the process, is review-
ing the curatorship proposals to ensure they con-
tain all the required information. 

“Proposals that intend to use the mansion for 
purposes other than as a single-family residence or 

See FLANDERS page 21A

Some at the workshop suggested giving people a little 
more floor area for a remodel than what would be allowed for 
a new house, waiving permit fees, and offering tax breaks.

n The city’s volume restrictions keep homes small, which 
helps the city retain its quaint charm, but the limits also inhib-
it creativity, according to Wiener. Roof overhangs extending 
more than 18 inches count as volume, for instance, and appli-
cants and architects have a hard time understanding the rules. 
Planners are looking for ways to add flexibility.

n Wiener also wondered if the city should tighten the 
floor area bonus given to projects that include basements, con-
sidering how many new homes now include extensive excava-
tion as a result. But most of the architects and builders who 
spoke up at the workshop said the bonus should remain as is.

n The code restricts building on slopes of 30 percent or 
more. “You really get penalized if you have a small portion 
of your property that’s greater than 30 percent,” Wiener ob-
served. Architect Brian Congleton suggested getting rid of the 
rule altogether and letting architects figure out how to design 

Coverage, garages, trash cans at planning workshop 
By MARY SCHLEY

IS THERE a way to encourage people to keep their old-
er houses, rather than tearing them down to build new ones? 
Does it make sense to limit how much a roof overhangs, or 
the amount of gravel a homeowner can use? Should people be 
allowed to build enclosures toward the front of their proper-
ties to hide their trash cans? And what about garages? Where 
should they be allowed to construct those?

Planning director Marc Wiener and a pair of planning com-
missioners hope to answer those questions and many others as 
they work to update the sections of the zoning code that cover 
residential projects, and they held a workshop Tuesday after-
noon to solicit feedback and ideas from architects, builders 
and community members on how to revise the codes.

n “There are a lot of demolitions in the city,” Wiener ob-
served, and he wondered what incentives the city could offer 
that would convince people to improve their existing houses 
rather than tear them down. 

“I think property owners decide to demolish because it’s 
easier,” he said. See PLANNING page 19A

Trapped puppies rescued 
after six-car smashup

By KELLY NIX

POLICE OFFICERS responding to a serious vehicle 
crash in Monterey County last week got a big surprise when 
they discovered two puppies trapped in the cab of a mangled 
pickup truck belonging to a man police say caused the acci-
dent.

On Dec. 14, the popular A&E show, “Live PD,” was film-
ing an episode on the Salinas Police Department as officers 
responded to the crash. The man who caused the accident, Ri-
cardo Morales, 56, of Salinas, collided with several vehicles 
then fled, police said.

“He attempted to flee along Natividad Road and East Bo-
ronda but was quickly caught,” Salinas Police officer Miguel 
Cabrera told The Pine Cone. “He was also very uncoopera-
tive.”

As officers and firefighters dealt with the aftermath of the 

See PUPPIES page 16A


