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Holiday  Guide
GET YOUR LOCAL SHOPPING BINGE STARTED WITH 

OUR SPECIAL SECTION ... INSIDE THIS WEEK

Glen Mozingo

A camera that retired Pacific Grove Police reserve officer 
Larry Esquivel set up to monitor his house on Lasauen Road 
briefly captured the lion in his front yard at 2 a.m. two weeks 
ago and again Wednesday about 11:30 p.m.

“The lion was right off my front door going between my 
truck and the door,” Esquivel told The Pine Cone. “He was 
about 20 feet from the front door.” 

The videos show the mature and seemingly well fed lion 
walking under a bush before going past Esquivel’s pickup 
truck and into the darkness. Esquivel said his 7-year-old yel-
low Lab, Annie, didn’t hear the cougar roaming the property. 

“We’ve always had deer, bobcats, turkeys … you name it, 
we’ve had it,” he said. And while he’s seen three mountain 
lions in the 30 years he’s lived on the Peninsula, this is the first 
time he’s caught one on camera.

While Esquivel reported the sightings, authorities said 
there’s not much they can do about the wild animal. The Peb-
ble Beach Company encouraged Esquivel to warn other res-
idents. 

He informed his immediate neighbors but wants everybody 
to be aware of the predatory cat. “As soon as word got out that 
I had it on camera, my neighbors asked me to text the video to 
them,” Esquivel said. Meanwhile, he’s taking the advice he’s 
giving everyone else — be cautious outside after dark. 

Camera catches lion on the prowl in Pebble Beach
By KELLY NIX

A MOUNTAIN lion slinking around outside a Pebble 
Beach home twice in two weeks was not sneaky enough to 
avoid the homeowner’s surveillance camera.

Here, kitty, kitty. This cougar was captured on a security camera point-
ed outside a Pebble Beach house. After roaming the property for a bit, 
the cat went quietly on his way. 
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Work on this historic Pebble Beach house is already underway — work 
that will bring the owners substantial savings on their property taxes.
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A homeowner built a wall to reduce the risk of flooding, but the county 
said he still needs sandbags installed.
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Point homeowner, county tangle over flood wall
By CHRIS COUNTS

AT THE edge of the Carmel River Lagoon, in a place 
where county workers have put sandbags every winter for 
the past decade, a homeowner recently installed a low wall 
he says will be more effective at protecting his house from 
flooding.

But a county official said the wall was built without a 
permit. Eventually, it may get one, but in the meantime, 
Jon Sorrell still needs sandbags to protect his home, the 
official said.

Sorrell, who lives on El Camino Real with his wife, 
Mary Lou, spent $15,000 on a 2-foot-tall masonry wall 
along the south side of his property, which looks out on 
the lagoon.

“It looks like adobe,” Sorrell told The Pine Cone. “It’s 
engineered and it’s steel-reinforced. It’s many times stron-
ger than sandbags — and it’s way more than adequate to 
serve the purpose.”

See WALL page 19A

Council to examine 
Mozingo contract, 
performance, costs

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER SEVERAL hours in closed session Tuesday for 
a performance evaluation of city attorney Glen Mozingo, the 
mayor and city council decided to hold a meeting with him 
next week to discuss his contract, legal costs and criteria for 
assessing the quality of his work.

The city attorney’s office and five-year, nearly $2 million 
contract the previous council 
approved in August were an 
issue during the recent elec-
tion for mayor and council, 
and Potter made it one of his 
first orders of business after 
being sworn in Nov. 27. This 
week’s meetings were his 
first at the helm.

Mozingo did not partic-
ipate in the closed sessions 
with the council Dec. 4, and 
Potter asked him to make 
himself available next week 
to talk about the job he’s been 
doing and the council’s and 
public’s concerns, to which 
he agreed.

“The council concurred 
that we would meet early next week to sit with Mr. Mozingo 
and discuss issues having to do with his contract, his resume 
and his performance. We’re looking forward to that opportu-
nity,” Potter announced to the public at the end of the meeting 
Tuesday night. “I thank council for the extended deliberations 
today — we were a little later than usual, but I think it was 
time well spent.”

All up for discussion
On Wednesday, Potter told The Pine Cone the meeting with 

Mozingo will probably take place Dec. 12 and will address 
the fact that there’s no process for a formal review of his per-
formance.

Council members will also go through his contract, which 
was the subject of considerable public comment and outcry 
when the previous council OK’d it.

“Just about anything to do with the contract is up for dis-
cussion,” Potter told The Pine Cone, including its five-year 

County Cuts taxes 
for historiC house 

By KELLY NIX

THE OWNERS of a Pebble Beach house designed by 
one of Del Monte Forest’s earliest architects will get a big 
discount on their property taxes in exchange for renovating 
and preserving the home, according to a plan approved by the 
Monterey County Board of Supervisors Tuesday. 

The arrangement, which the supervisors passed unani-
mously, allows homeowners Glen and Brooke Kernick to re-
ceive an annual $13,400 reduction in property taxes on their 
house at 3035 Valdez Road, dubbed the James E. Wansbrough 
house.

‘Spanish-eclectic’
“The property owners would be able to use this tax savings 

toward the maintenance and preservation” of the home, senior 
county planner Shelley Glennon told the supervisors at Tues-
day’s meeting in Salinas before their unanimous approval of 
the plan.

The county’s historic resources review board in early No-
vember OK’d adding the 1928 Spanish-eclectic-style house 
to the county’s historic register so it could be eligible for a 
contract under the Mills Act, a state incentive program for the 
restoration and preservation of qualified historic buildings by 

See MOZINGO page 21ASee FLANDERS page 20A

See TAXES page 22A

Flanders questions: 
Dusky-footed woodrats 
and the laundry room

By MARY SCHLEY

NEARLY 60 questions regarding moving into and fixing 
up the historic Flanders Mansion — the city council’s latest 
idea for solving the decades-old conundrum of how to deal 
with the large, vacant, aging home in Mission Trail park — 
were submitted by people interested in taking up the challenge 
and others who are curious. 

Last week, budget and contracts director Sharon Fried-
richsen posted the inquiries, covering everything from condi-
tions of the house, insurance requirements, endangered spe-
cies, remodeling, parking and landscaping, and their answers 
on the city’s website to help potential curators prepare their 
proposals, which are due by the end of the day Dec. 12.

As of Thursday, no proposals had been submitted, Fried-
richsen said.

The curatorship involves a person or family spending at 


