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Candidates take stands on Cal Am, city attorney, fires, CalPERS and pot
By MARY SCHLEY

THE TWO women and four men running 
for office in Carmel in the Nov. 6 election 
answered tough questions, delivered sales 
pitches — and exchanged a few blows — at 
candidate forums hosted by The Pine Cone 
Monday and the chamber of commerce Tues-
day.

Running for mayor are incumbent Steve 
Dallas, who was elected to the council in 
2014 and became mayor in 2016, and chal-
lengers Gene Hughes, a nuclear engineer who 
has owned a home here for three decades and 
became a fulltime resident last year, and Dave 
Potter, a former Monterey County supervisor 
representing the Monterey Peninsula who 
also served on Monterey’s city council and 
moved into Carmel several years ago.

City council contenders include incum-
bents Carolyn Hardy, a 32-year resident who 
was appointed to the council in 2016, and 
Carrie Theis, a six-year member of the coun-
cil whose family has owned and run a hotel in 
town for more than 70 years, and challenger 
Jeff Baron, who built the Camino Real house 
he and husband Kevin D’Angelo have occu-
pied since moving here full-time in 2011.

At both forums, candidates made opening 
statements arguing for why they would be 
best suited to serve, and then answered ques-
tions asked by moderators. The Pine Cone’s 
forum was organized by editor and publish-
er Paul Miller, while the chamber’s was led 
by local businessman and outgoing Carmel 
Unified School District board member Mark 
Stilwell.

n On Measure J
Of the mayoral candidates, Dallas said he 

supports the ballot initiative, which would re-
quire a public takeover of California Ameri-
can Water if a study determines it’s feasible to 
do so, because “we have struggled with water 

See CANDIDATES page 21A

for so long.” Hughes said that while he’d like 
a study done, he doesn’t support Measure J 
because it’s misleading and the people should 
be able to decide if they want to foot the bill 
after a study is completed. Potter said he’ll 
vote No on J simply because he doesn’t be-
lieve in governing through ballot measures 
“anywhere, anytime, ever,” since there’s no 
public process to determine how an initiative 
is written.

While Theis said she couldn’t take a po-
sition because her husband works for the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management Dis-
trict — which would be responsible for con-
ducting the study and then running the water 

At the chamber of commerce’s forum Tuesday, candidates for city council answered questions on the best 
ways to attract visitors and to make the city more business-friendly, among other issues. They traded some 
jabs as well. From left: Jeff Baron, Steve Dallas, Carolyn Hardy, Gene Hughes, Dave Potter and Carrie Theis.
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Confusion over
Potter’s pension

AT AN election forum sponsored by the 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce Tuesday eve-
ning, incumbent Mayor Steve Dallas claimed 
that challenger Dave Potter receives a CalP-
ERS pension “in excess of $140,000” per 
year.

When the figure was mentioned, Potter 
reacted incredulously, but had no chance to 
respond. An online data monitoring service, 
Transparent California, shows the number is 
wrong.

A former Monterey Fire Department chief 
named David W. Potter who retired in 2011 re-
ceives an annual public pension of $145,781.

But David L. Potter, who is running for 
mayor, gets $54,832 per year, earned during 
his 18 years as a county supervisor.

All told, a dozen Dave Potters receive pub-
lic pensions, according to records, including 
former school district employees, lawyers, a 
Los Angeles County rehab center worker, and 
faculty at Lawrence Livermore labs.

A screenshot from 
an onlooker’s video 
Tuesday afternoon 
shows a Cal Fire 
helicopter preparing 
to make a water 
drop on a blaze 
that destroyed a 
Cachagua resident’s 
book collection and 
threatened numerous 
homes.
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Homeowner Shavaun Wolfe was picking 
up her son at school when the fire erupted. 
By the time she arrived on scene, firefighters 
were already battling the blaze. While Wolfe’s 
house survived, she lost her garage, along 
with about 6,000 books, mementos and thou-
sands of dollars worth of tools.

“The sprinklers saved the house,” Wolfe 
explained. “But it’s now under 4 inches of 
water.”

Wolfe said she believes the fire was started 

Cachagua blaze that burned books 
was arson, homeowner says

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER A fire scorched 3 acres in Car-
mel Valley Oct. 17 and burned down a garage 
filled with a valuable book collection and 
family heirlooms, the homeowner told The 
Pine Cone she believes the blaze was arson 
and suggested it was started by a neighbor 
whom she had just sought a restraining order 
against.

The fire started about 2:30 p.m. at Carm-
el Valley and Country roads, a short distance 
east of Cachagua Road.
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takeover of Cal Am’s system is “feasible,” and, 
if it is, to initiate the takeover process. Even-
tually, the water district might become the 
local water provider — a step which would 
vastly expand its authority and revenue.

While it’s widely believed the water dis-
trict should be objective in the analysis, the 
Meurers and others are questioning its neu-
trality, given Stoldt’s suggestion that he is an 
adamant proponent of Measure J. 

“This district’s objectivity and neutrality 
are critical,” Meurer told water district direc-
tors Monday. “Mr. Stoldt has, by his own ac-
tion, put his, and perhaps this district’s, neu-
trality into serious doubt. Your board and the 
voters need to be aware of this and vote and 
act accordingly.”

Meurer — who called Stoldt’s message 

Email raises questions about Stoldt
By KELLY NIX

AN “OFFENSIVE” email from the gen-
eral manager of the Monterey Peninsula Wa-
ter Management District to an opponent of 
the Cal Am takeover measure on the Novem-
ber ballot is raising questions about the water 
district’s objectivity when it comes to turning 
Cal Am into a public agency.

At Monday’s water district meeting, for-
mer county water agency director Phyllis 
Meurer read an Oct. 3 email message that her 
husband, former Monterey city manager Fred 
Meurer, received from water district general 
manager Dave Stoldt. 

In the terse message, Stoldt chided Phyl-
lis Meurer for a TV commercial in which she 
urges voters to cast No on J votes. 

“Saw your wife’s TV ad,” Stoldt wrote to 
Fred Meurer. “Sorry to suggest that she is a 
pawn and misinformed, but that is obviously 
the point of this email. So sorry to see your 
family’s impartial history now biased.” 

Crucial role
If Measure J passes, Stoldt’s agency would 

be tasked with determining whether a forcible 
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Feds indict

gang members

Commission
upholds fire plan

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THEY ANSWER to such whimsical 
monikers as “Littles,” “Bimbo,” “Chucky” 
and “Lil Rhino,” but the 14 Salinas prison 
gang members who were charged earlier this 
month with federal racketeering, conspiracy, 
drug trafficking, attempted murder and as-
sault, are facing lengthy prison terms.

A federal grand jury on Oct. 3 indicted 
the Nuestra Familia gang members alleging 
they committed crimes in and out of Monte-
rey County Jail for the benefit of “enhancing 
the wealth and reputation of the gang and 
themselves,” according to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.

“As alleged, the Nuestra Familia prison 

By KELLY NIX

THE RESTRICTIONS on beach fires ad-
opted by the city in July will remain intact un-
til at least 2020, according to a decision last 
week by the California Coastal Commission, 
which declined to hear arguments from a res-
ident who sought to have wood fires banned 
immediately on Carmel Beach.

During a commission hearing Oct. 12 
in San Diego, commissioners voted unani-
mously not to entertain resident Lynn Ross’ 
appeal of the city’s modified beach fire pilot 
program, which the city adopted in 2016 and 
updated July 3. 

In her appeal, Ross urged the commission 
to deny the city a permit to extend a program 
allowing wood-burning fires, and instead al-
low a two-year program for propane-fueled 
fires on Carmel Beach.

Ross contended that Carmel’s new rules 
limiting wood fires to a few designated spots 
— and includes an air quality monitoring el-
ement; city-provided “smokeless” wood fire 
rings; and a reduction in the fires’ boundary 


