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Water activists: Desal
plant moving too fast
By KELLY NIX

I
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Scenes from a stunning week: (Clockwise from top left) Judges look
over a 1961 Austin-Healey at Tuesday’s Concours on the Avenue; JFK
and LBJ impersonators in a 1950s Cadillac limousine and a golden
Ford GT40 at Thursday’s Tours d’Elegance; and Lomborghinis compete
for attention with a Gulfstream G-500 at McCall’s event Wednesday.
For complete coverage of Car Week, see our special section.

Sand and Sea house slated for demolition
By MARY SCHLEY

THE SAND and Sea development on the dunes off San

Antonio Avenue is not worthy of mandatory preservation, the
historic resources board reaffirmed Monday.
The owners of one of the homes in the beachfront project
— designed by Jon Konigshofer and built in 1941 — plan to
demolish it to make way for a new home by Eric Miller. In late
June, the city’s planning staff told them they could. But Kathryn Gualtieri, a member of the historic resources board, intervened to give the board a chance to decide if the home should
be added to the list of buildings that can’t be torn down.
This isn’t the first go-around for Sand and Sea. In 2002, the
city council, as part of a citywide review, decided the development should be preserved as an example of the Konigshofer’s
mid-century modern style, but the owners of four of the houses appealed that designation in 2005, and the city council sided with them, removing Sand and Sea from the list in 2006.

SAN FRANCISCO — N AN attempt to derail the progress that’s been made toward building a desalination plant to
relieve the Monterey Peninsula’s serious water shortage, officials from the City of Marina, its water district and a group of
activists urged commissioners
with the California Public Utilities Commission not to approve
proposal and start taking a
After 23 years, the
look at a different supply altogether.
a project
Last week, three judges
finally gets
with the PUC issued a “proposed decision” that California
to the
American Water’s $330 million
permit stage
desal plant would be the “most
reasonable” way to create a
drought-resistant water supply
for the Monterey Peninsula.
That decision now goes to the full PUC.
But during oral arguments about the proposal in San
Francisco Wednesday afternoon, numerous parties told the
commissioners that they should reject a permit for Cal Am’s
desalination plant and instead consider an expansion of wastewater reclamation project Pure Water Monterey, which is already slated to augment Cal Am’s project with 3,500 acre-feet
of water.
“The proposed decision is a dream come true for Cal Am,”
Public Water Now director George Riley told commissioners
See DESAL page 22A

Rick Schuler and his wife bought their Sand and Sea house
in 2013 for $2,950,000. Earlier this year, when they submitted
plans to replace it, the planning department gave them an initial
OK to proceed. But according to the city’s rules, the council’s
2006 “determination of ineligibility” was only binding for five
years, so when she was notified of the determination, Gualtieri
disagreed and called it up for discussion by the board.

Lawsuit challenges
Cal Am buyout initiative

‘Could be anywhere’
At the Aug. 20 meeting, Miller told the board that when his
clients bought their house, they checked to make sure it wasn’t
on the historic list.
“They live in Chicago, and their intention is to build a new
house here,” he said. “They hired us to design a new house
and follow through with the paperwork.”
To try to make sure the house stayed off the historic list,

MONTEREY Peninsula resident has filed a lawsuit
seeking to change the name of a November ballot initiative
that asks voters to approve the possibility of a government
takeover of California American Water.
In a suit filed Monday, Rick Heuer contends that the title
of Measure J — “The Monterey Peninsula Water System Local Ownership and Cost Savings Initiative” — is lacking in impartiality and is “argumentative and prejudicial.” He wants it

See DEMOLITION page 27A

See INITIATIVE page 26A

By KELLY NIX
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‘Morse Place Townhomes’ in P.B. getting ready for December move-ins
By KELLY NIX

T

HE 24-UNIT affordable housing complex in
Del Monte Forest that won praise from the county board of supervisors and LandWatch, but which
some nearby residents predicted would cause all
sorts of problems, is set to open in December, and
a property management company is already reviewing applications from prospective tenants, the Pebble
Beach Company told The Pine Cone this week.
Company president David Stivers said Wednesday that construction of the project — now called
Morse Place Townhomes — is on schedule.
“The homes are expected to be completed and
ready for occupancy by Pebble Beach Company employees in December,” he said.
Eight units will have three bedrooms and two
bathrooms, while 16 units will have two bedrooms
and one bathroom.
Each townhome, Stivers said, will be “well ap-

pointed” with new appliances, including washers and
dryers. The units, which are expected to house a total
of about 78 people, will range from 1,078 square feet
to 1,343 square feet.
The $7.5 million townhome complex, at the intersection of Congress Road and SFB Morse Drive,
sits on a small portion of a Pebble Beach Company
property.
“The housing envelope is 2.5 acres of the 13-acre
site,” Stivers explained. “More than 10 acres of the
site will be dedicated to the Del Monte Forest Conservancy and preserved in permanent open space.”
Stivers said the P.B. Co. hired the John Stewart
Company to independently manage the selection of
tenants, and the firm is going through the application
and verification process.
“We are extremely proud to be building and offering the new homes to our employees,” Stivers said.
See AFFORDABLE page 27A
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Finish work underway on the Pebble Beach affordable housing project Thursday.
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