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She might not have her white tie, but she has her red tail, and DD, the 
SPCA’s raptor ambassador (shown here with handler Chris Patton), 
is ready for her star turn at this Bach Festival, which begins Friday. To 
learn about DD’s role in the two-week festival, and all the rest of its con-
certs and events, turn to our special section beginning on page 25A. 

home to a 2,700-square-foot golf course maintenance facility 
— from the Pebble Beach Company for $3.65 million. From 
the beginning, they faced resistance to the idea of developing 
it.

The dispute centered around the size of the Ravens’ quar-
ter-acre lot, which is considerably smaller than the neighbor-
ing 1.5- to 2-acre properties. To build their house on the much 
smaller parcel, they needed variances from the county to ex-
ceed lot coverage — the portion of the property where the 
house would sit — and the home’s total floor area. 

But Pam Silkwood, the attorney for the neighbors, told the 
supervisors that the variances, both of which were approved 
by the zoning administrator, would set “a dangerous precedent 
by allowing large homes on small lots.”

“My clients are not unreasonable and they do not object to 
development on the property,” Silkwood maintained. “They 
just object to the design.”

Neighbors foresee doom, but P.B. family gets building permit anyway
By KELLY NIX

A PEBBLE Beach family that’s been trying to build a
house on Whitman Lane since 2015 won a major battle this 
week when the Monterey County Board of Supervisors reject-
ed an effort by their neighbors to stop them. 

In April, the county zoning administrator approved a 
permit for Scott and Charlyse Raven to build a two-story, 
4,294-square-foot, hacienda-style home adjacent to the Peb-
ble Beach golf course. But several of their neighbors opposed 
the plan and asked the board of supervisors to put a stop to it 
over environmental and other concerns.

‘Dangerous precedent’
On Tuesday, however, supervisors voted unanimously to 

uphold the permit, despite entreaties from Ted Muhs, Eliza-
beth McGinnis, Glen and Angela Charles, Richard and Kath-
leen Doerr, Charles and Helen Schwab, and Sally Lucas. 

In 2015, the Ravens purchased the property — formerly See DOOM page 17A
A family can build this hacienda-style house on prime property in Peb-
ble Beach, thanks to a decision this week by the board of supervisors. 
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Candidates can begin 
collecting signatures 

By MARY SCHLEY

THE SIX people so far who have declared their inten-
tions to run for mayor and city council in the Nov. 6 elec-
tion will soon be collecting the 20 signatures each needs to 
qualify for the ballot. The filing period for all state, county, 
local and special district candidates opens Monday and runs 
through Aug. 10. (In offices with no incumbent running, the 
filing period is extended to Aug. 15.)

This year marks the first time the voting for mayor and 
two council members will be consolidated with the general 
election. For a century, Carmel held its elections in April 
of even-numbered years, but new laws and cost savings 
compelled the council to decide in April 2017 to consoli-
date it with the state election. The 2016 election cost tax-
payers $39,873, while this year’s is estimated to be between 
$15,000 and $20,000.

Last week, the council approved resolutions officially 
calling for the election, asking the Monterey County Board 
of Supervisors to consolidate the city’s election with the 
county’s general election, and providing a procedure for 

Bach Fest gets ready
to take wing — literally

CounCil extends beaCh fire program to 2020
By MARY SCHLEY

IT WAS déjà vu all over again at city hall last week, when
nearly a dozen residents asked the city council to ban wood 
fires on Carmel Beach, but the council decided to keep allow-
ing them.

At the July 3 meeting, council members unanimously voted 
to extend until November 2020 a program of allowing up to a 
dozen “smoke-less” fire pits on the sand south of 10th Avenue 
from March to November. Propane fires are also allowed.

The fire pit program, which put an end to unlimited wood 
fires on the beach, was adopted in June 2016 and set to run for 
three years. Barring further council action, its expiration next 
summer could have meant a return to the former rules allowing 
fires directly on the sand.

But Tuesday, planning director Marc Wiener recommended 
the council extend the program until Nov. 30, 2020. He also 
reported that air monitors installed in May at Ninth Avenue and 
near the Santa Lucia restrooms indicated that, despite the use 
of the fire pits, air pollution levels remained well below what 
the Monterey Bay Air Resources District considers unhealthy.

While resident Wayne Moon, who several meetings ago 
dubbed his neighborhood of San Antonio and 11th the “smoke 

ghetto,” said the city’s program has resulted in a “significant 
reduction of smoke,” most of the other speakers complained it 
remains a major problem.

“The subject really upsets me, because I’m fighting for my 
health, the health of my family, the health of my community,” 
Christy Hollenbeck said. “If you and your families were being 
exposed to toxic substances on a daily basis that could trig-
ger headaches, coughing, wheezing, asthma attacks, and lead 
to lung cancer and premature death, you would be upset, too.”

‘We’ve come a long way’
Erris André  insisted  that smoke  from  the fires lingers 

in the air the next morning and urged the council to ban 
all fires.

Former forest and beach commissioner and Scenic Road 
resident Kathy Bang thanked the council for making progress 
on an issue she has worked on for the last nine years.

“We’ve come a long way in reducing that harm, but we still 
have citizens in Carmel who have smoke in their homes on a 
regular basis,” she said. “We dream of the day when we can 
join the other 95 percent of California’s public beaches that are 

See FIRES page 13A

See FILING page 12A

See VANDALISM page 12A

Two Big Sur day-use 
areas reopen after 
vandalism, harassment 

By CHRIS COUNTS

AT A time when some are calling Big Sur’s shortage
of public restrooms a public health crisis, two day-use ar-
eas with restrooms were recently closed for six weeks after 
the concessionaire which manages the sites, Parks Man-
agement Company, reported that employees who maintain 
the facilities have been threatened and harassed because of  
new access fees.

Closed since mid-May, the day-use areas reopened in 
time for the July 4 holiday.

According to Debbie Waggoner, operations manager for 
Parks Management Co., a dispute between residents and 
the company has been simmering since November 2016, 
when the concessionaire began charging a $10 entrance fee 
at Willow Creek and Mill Creek day-use areas, where pre-

viously no access fees were 
charged.

Waggoner also said her 
company has also had squab-
bles with transients over ac-
cess to its facilities. 

Tensions flared in May 
when someone burned down 
the kiosk at Sand Dollar 
beach, and destroyed fee 
signs at two other day-use 
sites. Self-pay fee tubes have 
also repeatedly been broken, 
Waggoner reported.

Besides the vandalism, Waggoner described several in-
cidents where her staff was “hassled, verbally abused or 
threatened” over the fees the company charges at day-use 
areas. She said as a result, seven of her employees have quit 
or asked to be transferred to sites the company manages in 
other areas.

Developing a plan
The sites are owned by the United States Forest Service, 

which signed off on the temporary closures.
“Due to recent acts of vandalism to national forest prop-

erty and threats to Parks Management Company employees, 
Los Padres National Forest officials temporarily allowed 
the concessionaire to close Willow Creek and Mill Creek 
day-use areas while we developed a plan to protect public 
property and provide for the safety of the employees servic-

The problems 
began after 
a $10 fee was 
instituted
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