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her Nevada driver’s license was in her hotel room “just up the 
street in Long Beach,” Powell said. They checked with Ne-
vada authorities and learned Diaz’ license had been revoked 
because she’d refused to submit to a chemical test after be-

Police: Woman who drove on beach caught with drugs 
By MARY SCHLEY

A WOMAN who took her SUV onto Carmel Beach last 
week “so she could sit on her roof, watch the sunrise and play 
guitar” was arrested for various drug offenses and resisting 
arrest after narcotics were found in her vehicle and she kicked 
one of the officers in the chest, according to Carm-
el Police Cmdr. Luke Powell. But instead of going 
to jail, 27-year-old Ruby Diaz went to the hospital 
after she repeatedly banged her head against the in-
side of the patrol car.

The odd ordeal began shortly before 6:30 a.m. 
May 29 when officers found Diaz’ SUV stuck in 
the sand 60 feet off the road at the southwest end of 
the parking lot at the foot of Ocean Avenue, Powell 
said. Diaz was in the front seat with her foot on the 
gas and the front wheels spinning in the sand as 
she tried to move the car that she had driven down 
toward the water “because she was allowed to in 
Florida.”

No money for a tow
“Diaz admitted she drove onto the beach so she 

could sit on her roof, watch the sunrise and play 
guitar,” he said. Her efforts to get her insurance 
company to send a tow truck failed, as the com-
pany refused to pay for a tow so far from the road, 
and she told police she didn’t have the money to 
cover it.

She had no identification but told the officers 

See BEACH page 18A

Deputy clerk fired,
may face charges
n Deanna Allen had earlier 
conviction for food stamp fraud

By MARY SCHLEY

DEPUTY CITY clerk Deanna Allen, who went out 
on paid leave last fall and was subsequently terminated in 
April, now faces potential criminal charges resulting from a 
10-month investigation. City attorney Glen Mozingo told The 
Pine Cone he turned over a voluminous file detailing ques-
tionable financial transactions to the Monterey County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office June 1.

Mozingo initiated the investigation, calling for the internal 
review of the books and hiring 
investigator and CPA Bryan 
Copas to look for evidence of 
illegal payouts and other inci-
dents of misappropriation of 
tax dollars.

“It took about 10 months 
from beginning to end,” he 
said. “The investigation in-
volved the use of an outside 
forensic accountant and the 
internal review of docu-
ments.”

Copas combed through 
four years of records and dis-
covered documents that Allen 
allegedly doctored to funnel 
money to herself, according 
to Mozingo, who estimated 
the total loss over the last few years at around $20,000.

“It involved the preparation of government documents that 
were inaccurate,” he said. “It appears as though this had been 

Police had this car towed and impounded last Tuesday morning after the driver, 
whose license had been revoked, got it stuck on the beach 60 feet off the road.
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The man who base-jumped from Bixby Bridge Sunday didn’t seem to 
care about the danger of falling 280 feet, let alone the threat of facing 
criminal charges for the stunt. 
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Deanna Allen

See ALLEN page 19A
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Latest mayoral candidate 
wants more public say 

By MARY SCHLEY

A NUCLEAR engineer and consultant who’s owned a 
home on Carmelo Street since 1992 and moved here full-time 
last year is running for mayor in November because he be-

lieves he can increase public 
participation in city govern-
ment.

“What we’re dealing with 
in Carmel is a situation where 
we have outstanding staff and 
outstanding services, but the 
thing that’s lacking is public 
participation,” Gene Hughes 
told The Pine Cone Wednes-
day. “We do have high-quali-
ty people attending, but not a 
high number of them. I think 
the way to do that is to talk to 
people, have open meetings, 
and have more discussions 
and workshops before we get 
into making a decision.”

Born in North Carolina, 
Hughes studied political science at the University of North 
Carolina in 1965, intending to go into law, but instead trans-
ferred to North Carolina State to study nuclear engineering. 

He worked in his home state for a few years before he and 

Gene Hughes

In the race for District 2 supervisor, retired Superior Court 
Judge Phillips received 58 percent of the vote to 42 percent 
for Gage, the executive director for Meals on Wheels of the 
Salinas Valley, according to results from the Monterey County 
Elections department. 

In the weeks before Tuesday’s primary election, Gage, a 
Democrat, released a video advertisement in which she lik-
ened Phillips, a Republican, to Trump, sparking criticism 
from prominent Democrats, including former Salinas City 
Councilwoman Phyllis Meurer, former Salinas Mayor Dennis 
Donohue and former Congressman Sam Farr, who called for 
Gage to pull the ad. Phillips said he didn’t vote for Trump. 

However, Gage did not remove the ad from her website and 
Facebook, and in a separate advertisement claimed — without 
offering specifics — that Phillips “used his position of power 
to berate and silence women, and is unfit to serve.”

‘Bad advice’
“I think she got bad advice on the hit pieces,” Phillips told 

The Pine Cone Wednesday morning. “If you are going to do 
hit pieces, you’ve got to back them up. When she was asked, 
‘What are you basing these on?’,” she didn’t respond.” 

However, Phillips said he was “surprised” that District 4 
Supervisor Jane Parker — who groomed Gage for the job and 
was one of her biggest campaign contributors — stood by 
Gage’s negative ads.

“I can’t imagine any other county supervisor doing that,” 
Phillips said.

Phillips said he questioned Gage’s commitment to North 
Monterey County since many of her donors were from the 
Monterey Peninsula. 

Gage did not respond to questions from The Pine Cone, 
including whether she believes the smear campaign hurt her 
at the polls, and if she planned to concede to Phillips. As of 
Thursday evening, Gage had not called to concede, said Phil-
lips, 73, who has lived in North Monterey County for 47 years 
and started the highly praised Rancho Cielo program for dis-
advantaged youth.

Gage, 53, backed by the Monterey County Democratic 
Party, got heavy financial support from her husband, Steuart 
Samuels, who gave nearly $50,000 to her campaign, and Park-
er, who donated more than $10,000. 

Smear campaign fails to unseat Phillips
By KELLY NIX

NORTH MONTEREY County Supervisor John Phillips 
cruised to an easy victory against challenger Regina Gage 
Tuesday, despite attempts by Gage to portray him as a misog-
ynist and an ally of President Donald Trump.

See PHILLIPS page 17A

‘Go jump off a bridge’ 
taken a bit too literally

By KELLY NIX

TWO YEARS after two base jumpers were killed leaping 
from Bixby Bridge, an unidentified thrill-seeker was caught 
on camera Sunday illegally diving off the iconic overpass with 
a parachute.

Geoff Johnston and his wife, Janet, were driving to Big 
Sur to go hiking early Sunday when they saw two men don-
ning helmets and walking to the bridge from the north side of 

See JUMP page 17A


