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Stranded fawn, snake and two otters ‘rescued’
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FAWN brought to the police station in a cardboard box.
Two stranded baby otters at opposite ends of the beach. An
injured garter snake downtown.
Animal control officer Cindi Mitchell has been busy with
wildlife rescues lately and is asking people to keep their distance from distressed creatures — for the most part.
Last Wednesday morning, a man spotted a fawn in the

roadway on 17 Mile Drive near the Lodge at Pebble Beach
and made the right move by carefully moving it to a clearing
where it would be safe from passing cars, Mitchell said this
week. In general, people shouldn’t touch baby wild animals,
since their mothers might reject them if they pick up the human scent.
“The only time you should pick up a fawn is if it’s in an
area that’s an immediate hazard,” she said. “This one was in
an area where it could have been run over.”
Later in the afternoon,
however, the fawn’s finder saw the little creature
again, but not its mother
— so he put it in a box and
brought it to Carmel P.D.
“He showed me where
it had been, so I took it
back,” Mitchell said. “We
looked for the doe, and
she was across this ravine.”
The female deer was
lying down, and Mitchell
placed the fawn where the
mother could see it.
“A lot of times, when
you return wildlife, you
want them to sound off a
little, so the mom hears
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them,” she explained, but
raccoons, animal control officer Cindi the baby was quiet, so she

When she’s not dealing with barking dogs, cat bites and aggressive
Mitchell helps return wild animals, including baby deer and injured snakes, to their forest homes or ensures they
are rescued by the experts.
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Historic ‘Gretel’
OK’d for remodel,
1,400-SF addition
By MARY SCHLEY

I

T’S ONE of the most famous cottages in town — the
kind that ends up on postcards and in people’s dreams.
Gretel and its sister, Hansel, were built on Torres Street just
north of Sixth more that 90 years ago by the legendary Hugh
Comstock to serve as the showroom and office for his wife’s
Otsy Totsy dollmaking business, and they’ve been idolized
and imitated ever since.
But now one of the cottages, 478-square-foot Gretel, will
be remodeled to nearly quadruple its current size, according
to a plan approved by the city planning commission WednesSee COTTAGES page 17A

See RESCUED page 26A

Drivers despise idea of losing lane for right turns
By CHRIS COUNTS

R

ESIDENTS WHO are tired of waiting in traffic jams
at the Mouth of the Valley found something new they hated
about the climbing lane project when they learned it would
include getting rid of the dedicated turn lane for northbound
drivers at Rio Road. Another dedicated lane would also be lost
at Carmel Valley Road.
Comments blasting county officials were made during a
meeting at Carmel River School Monday night, where county supervisor Mary Adams solicited community input about
the roadwork, which started last month and is expected to
last through August. The meeting gave locals a chance to ask
questions and offer comments about the project — and once
the turn-lane topic came up, they gave officials an earful.
The owner of Rio Grill, Tony Tollner took special exception to the plan to eliminate the dedicated right-turn lane at
Rio Road.
“Anyone who has driven from the Carmel Highlands
knows how valuable the turn lane is,” Tollner said. “I think
you’ve let down your constituents. You need to go back to the
drawing board.”
Many others offered similar comments, including Adams’
aide, Kate Daniels. “I know not having the right-hand turn
lane will make things worse,” said Daniels, who grew up in
the Carmel Highlands.

But it’s unclear what can be done at this time, with so much
planning and construction already done. Even though the
county is in charge of the roadwork, officials said any changSee LANE page 14A

Illegal rentals down
90 percent, city says
By MARY SCHLEY

E

FFORTS TO shut down illegal short-term rentals in
town are paying off, according to city attorney Glen Mozingo.
As of Thursday morning, 52 properties were listed on vacation-rental websites, down from 502 in October 2016.
Although the city’s ban on rentals of less than 30 days in
the residential district has been on the books for nearly three
decades, it went largely unenforced until the last couple of
years, after the city council made it a priority.
A contractor hired by the city last year uses a specialized
computer program to comb through AirBNB, VRBO, Home
See RENTALS page 15A
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The Hansel cottage [above] is the most beloved historic home in town.
Its sister, Gretel, is getting a major expansion designed by architect Brian
Congleton that received praise from the planning commission this week.

Land Trust removing thousands of eucalyptus
By CHRIS COUNTS

W
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To reduce the fire danger in Palo Colorado Canyon, the Big Sur Land
Trust has cut down thousands of eucalyptus. Recently, the group has
removed some of the biggest trees in the area, including this one.

ITH THE latest phase of an ambitious $1 million eucalyptus removal project nearly complete, a portion of a Palo
Colorado Canyon ranch is now covered with stumps — but
that’s not a bad thing, an official for the Big Sur Land Trust
told The Pine Cone.
“If you look away from the ground, the views are spectacular,” suggested Jeff Powers, director of land stewardship for
the Big Sur Land Trust, which owns the 860-acre Glen Devin
Ranch along Garrapatos Road, where the work is being done.
In an effort to reduce the threat of wildfire in a community
that lost 57 homes to the Soberanes Fire in 2016, the effort to
remove the non-native eucalyptus began six years ago. Since
getting the OK from Cal Fire in 2012, the land trust has cut
down and hauled away thousands of eucalyptus.

But it was the project’s latest phase that took out some of
area’s largest and most visible trees, leaving behind a hillside
dotted with stumps — and brand new views of the ocean.
“It’s a startling sight,” Powers said. “It’s a huge change
from what people have seen.”
Big Sur Land Trust President Jeannette Tuitele-Lewis conceded the ranch looks “raw” at the moment — but she urged
people to have patience as the work of restoring the landscape
begins.
“The removal process is often not a pretty sight,” Tuitele-Lewis said. “But in the long run, this is going to have
huge benefits for the community. The larger vision of this
project is twofold — we want to reduce wildfire fuels because
we feel an obligation to protect this community, and we have
See TREES page 19A
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