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A couple takes an idyllic ride along the beach at Andrew Molera State Park in Big 
Sur, courtesy of Molera Horseback Tours. But California State Parks has told the 
business it has to close because the park’s trails are in such poor shape — and it 
might take years to fix them.

inside the park, Molera Horseback Tours, was notified by state 
parks at the end of March that its concession agreement will 
not be renewed, and they have 30 days to leave.

Cindy Gray, who took over the business in 1996, said the 
news that she will have to stop offering horseback rides came 
as a complete surprise.

“It’s been hard to go down there and pack stuff 
up,” Gray told The Pine Cone. “It breaks my heart.”

But state parks district superintendent Brent 
Marshall said the move doesn’t spell an end to 
horseback riding at the park. Marshall said he’s 
hopeful the operation will be able to return in the 
future, and Gray will have an opportunity to win 
the contract. But first, a “massive” amount of trail 
work needs to happen — and that will take a cou-
ple years because state parks is short on staff and 
money.

Located about 24 miles south of Carmel, the 
park opened in 1972, while the concession got its 
start five years later.

For many visitors, a trail ride at Molera park 
is a Big Sur tradition. Led by locals, the tours are 
considered educational and fun.

“During a ‘normal’ year — when there are no 
fires or floods — we give about 3,500 rides,” said 
Gray, who is descended from two of Big Sur’s 
homesteading families, the Pfeiffers and Brazils. 

To make it possible to offer trail rides, Gray said 
she has spent thousands of dollars on infrastructure 

State parkS haltS trail rideS at Molera
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THOUSANDS of people who have visited Andrew 
Molera State Park in Big Sur over the past four decades, the 
park is synonymous with horseback riding along the coast.

But the private business that has long offered trail rides 
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Trash dispute
back in court 

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FIGHT over a Dolores Street restaurant’s fenced 
trash area on a small part of a city park is heading back to 
Monterey County Superior Court Judge Susan Matcham’s 
courtroom April 27, when she will hear arguments about 
whether the council unlawfully ordered Cantinetta Luca own-
er David Fink to remove the garbage enclosure, or whether he 
illegally built it there in the first place.

At an April 5 hearing, Matcham granted a temporary order 
preventing city workers from demolishing the trash area, as 
they planned to do April 7, until she could hear the case.

Last year, Fink received city approval for the condo he and 
partner Janet Elarmo plan to build on top of the restaurant, but 
the planning department said he also had to get an “encroach-
ment permit” for the trash area, because it’s located in Picca-
dilly Park. He countered that there was no connection between 
the restaurant’s garbage area and the condo project, and even 
if there was, it was approved as part of the plans signed by the 
city in 2006. But in February, the council disagreed, telling 
him he had to get rid of it, and this month, he filed suit. 

In his complaint, in addition to contending that the city 
couldn’t force him to remove what it allowed him to build 
12 years ago, Fink argued that he couldn’t get a fair hearing 
from the council, because Mayor Steve Dallas had already 

Iske left, but took the room key with him, and when the 
housekeeping staff went to clean the room, they discovered he 
had “vomited all about the room, urinated on the carpet and 
defecated on the bathroom floor,” Powell said.

Thinking Iske was gone, they thoroughly cleaned the room, 
charged his credit card for the two nights and a $400 cleaning 
fee, and handed the room over to another guest — who subse-
quently found the door deadbolted, with a “Do Not Disturb” 
sign hanging from it. Iske must have been inside, because Pa-
tel saw him the next morning, on April 13, and called police 
after Iske fled when confronted.

A records check revealed Iske had an outstanding arrest 
warrant for drinking in public, with bail set at $7,500.

At around 2 p.m. that same day, police were dispatched to 

Police pepper-spray man who left disgusting mess

Prayer works, but God 
also created exterminators

By MARY SCHLEY

A 53-YEAR-OLD man who vomited, urinated and def-
ecated all over a hotel room, stayed another night after being 
told he had to leave, and then fought with police, was arrested 
April 13 after officers used pepper spray and a taser to get 
control of him, Carmel Police Cmdr. Luke Powell told The 
Pine Cone.

The owner of the Wayfarer Inn at Mission and Fourth had 
called police that morning to report that a guest, Kenneth Iske, 
stayed two nights but had been asked to leave after coming 
down to breakfast with no shirt and unbuttoned pants, and 
“acting bizarre,” on April 12.

“My clerk checked him in, and he looked very nice, and 
everything,” the inn’s owner, Mike Patel, told The Pine Cone 
this week. Iske was nicely clothed, showed identification and 
provided a valid credit card when he 
checked in, but when he came in the 
following morning without a shirt, 
Patel said he sent him back upstairs to 
change.

“Then, the next morning, he did the 
same thing! I told him he would have 
to check out,” he said.

Even holy places get termites, especially in coastal areas of California, where everything 
made of wood is considered lunch by the greedy winged bugs. Starting Monday and 
ending Thursday, the “entire church campus” at All Saints’ Episcopal Church at Dolores 
and Ninth was tented and off-limits, the church warned parishoners on its website.
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Highway 1 work still causing gridlock
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE third weekend in a row, a project to 
extend the climbing lane along Highway 1 from 
Rio Road to Carmel Valley Road caused gridlock 
last Saturday and Sunday.

County officials, meanwhile, are still seeking 
ways to relieve the traffic, but say the nightmare 
will probably be back this weekend when the Big 
Sur International Marathon comes to town. The 
race is set for Sunday morning.

Officials had hoped that adjusting the timing 
of traffic lights would reduce at least some of the 
congestion, but when the weekend of April 21-22 
arrived, northbound vehicles again slowed to a 
crawl before they reached the mouth of the valley. 

“We put some flaggers up to alleviate some of 
the congestion, but it didn’t produce the results we 
were looking for,” county official Christine Poe 
told The Pine Cone. “We didn’t see a huge differ-
ence, so it’s back to the drawing board.”

Supervisor Mary Adams agreed the traffic is 
still at an unacceptable level, but residents are bet-
ter prepared for it now.

“I did receive some complaints this week, 
but less than the week before,” Adams reported. 
“The media coverage and people’s awareness have 
helped — people are anticipating the traffic.”

The county is working with marathon officials 
to ease the traffic, and the contractor, Teichert 
Construction of Sacramento, will be onsite Sun-
day to relocate several K-rails “to provide access, 
breaks and barricades for the race.”

Despite the efforts, Poe conceded that motor-
ists will likely face lengthy delays. “Because of 
the marathon, there’s not really much we can do 
to relieve the congestion,” Poe explained. “Sunday 
afternoon is probably going to be the worst.”

Once the marathon is over, Adams said she 
hopes officials can come up with a plan for the 

Retirement checks 
total $4 million a year  

By MARY SCHLEY

EVERY MONTH, retired city employees receive a total 
of $336,058 in checks from the California Public Employees 
Retirement System, which is funded by taxpayers, invest-
ments, and employee contributions.

CalPERS is the country’s largest pension fund, managing 
investments for 1.9 million current and former public employ-
ees from state and local governments. It has about $354 bil-
lion in assets invested in stocks, bonds and real estate — but 
only has enough money to cover 68 cents of every dollar it 
pays out in retirement benefits, assistant city administrator 
Maxine Gullo told the city council earlier this month. The 
council has regularly raised the issue of retirement liability as 
a major concern.

According to information obtained by The Pine Cone, out 
of the five largest monthly payouts to retired Carmel employ-
ees, three go to former police chiefs. Mike Calhoun, who 
retired in December 2016, receives the most — $11,662 per 
month — followed by predecessor George Rawson, who col-


