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Construction begins on oceanfront hotel
n Sand City project spent 25 years 
in permit process

By KELLY NIX

IT’S TAKEN a quarter century, a litany of legal battles
and an unwavering resolve, but the man who has long had a
vision of building an “ecoresort” on the dunes of Monterey
Bay broke ground last weekend on the $750 million
Monterey Bay Shores hotel and condos — the first ocean-

front hotel approved in California in a very long time.
After resolving three lawsuits related to the resort over the

last couple of weeks — including two with the California
Coastal Commission and another with a former lender —
developer Ed Ghandour wasted no time getting started on the
368-room hotel and condominium that’s across Highway 1
from Seaside High School.

“We settled with the coastal commission on Wednesday,
and on Saturday we were grading the site,” Ghandour, the
president of Security National Guaranty, told The Pine Cone
this week.

The resort, which Ghandour said would
take about three years to build, will feature
368 units, of which 184 will be condomini-
ums that will be split between residential
units and rental condos. The remaining 184
rooms will be luxury hotel rooms, Ghandour
said. 

“There will be 23,000 square feet of con-
ference facilities, a luxury spa and multiple
amenities, including two restaurants, two
bars and a café,” he said. “Most of the units
will have ocean views.”

The innovative resort — designed to be
tucked away into the dunes so it won’t be
conspicuous from Highway 1 — will have
surface and underground parking spaces,
swimming pools, courtyards, gardens, and
green technology and landscaping, including
live roofs with grass, and other environmen-
tally-friendly features. Sustainable building
materials and energy-efficient systems will
also be employed.

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR YEARS after finishing sixth in the Ladies’ Ski
Halfpipe finals at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi,
Russia, Carmel’s Brita Sigourney will try again for a medal
this week at the 2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang,
South Korea.

Sigourney, 28, will have her first competition in the
Ladies’ Ski Halfpipe Monday, Feb. 19, with medal rounds
following on Feb. 20.

A 2008 graduate of Santa Catalina School, Sigourney bat-
tled knee and shoulder injuries early in her career, but she
told The Pine Cone she’s feeling good about her health —
and she’s learned a few things over the years that give her
hope her body will hold up under the competition.

“I’ve been injury free for four years now, which is a huge
accomplishment for me considering the seven skiing-caused
surgeries I’ve undergone,” Sigourney reported. “I obviously
have aches and pains from those previous injuries, but it’s all
stuff I can work through. I’ve become much more aware of
my body through all of it. I know it pays to be strong, and I
feel better when I stretch and foam roll regularly. My work
out routine has been fine-tuned over the years, and I know

Sigourney gets another
chance to strike gold 
at Winter Olympics

n 18 percent increase over last year 

By KELLY NIX

REVENUE FROM ticket sales for the 2018 AT&T
Pebble Beach Pro-Am, which ended Sunday, were
through the roof, according to the nonprofit organiza-
tion that stages the tournament every year.

Golf fans purchased $2 million in tickets for the
Feb. 8-11 golf event, marking an 18 percent increase
over last year’s sales, Monterey Peninsula Foundation
marketing manager Lesley Varney told The Pine Cone.

“We believe it was the spectacular weather, strength
of the professional field, new celebrity players, and fan
attractions that positively impacted growth,” Varney
said. 

Proceeds from the tournament, which was played at
Pebble Beach Golf Links, Spyglass Hill Golf Course

and the Shore Course of the Monterey Peninsula
Country Club, benefit hundreds of local charities. 

Fans who attended were rewarded with a thrilling
tournament, too, with unheralded Ted Potter Jr. prevail-
ing by three strokes over Phil Mickelson. Potter’s victo-
ry was worth $1,332,000.

In October 2017, Monterey Peninsula Foundation
announced it had donated $12.8 million to charities
that year, surpassing the previous year’s total of $10.8
million. Grants awarded to nonprofit organizations
throughout Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito
counties benefited arts and culture, community and
environment, youth and health and human services.

Since 1982, Monterey Peninsula Foundation has
donated more than $135 million, making the AT&T
Pebble Beach Pro-Am not only a mainstay of local
fundraising efforts, but also one of the leading charita-
ble events on the PGA Tour, according to the founda-
tion.

Pebble Beach Pro-Am ticket sales hit $2M
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Besides witnessing great golf, the gallery at last weekend’s Pebble Beach Pro-Am
got to see Bill Murray steal a baby and get ready to toss it down the fairway.
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Brita Sigourney will take flight this week when she competes in the
Ladies’ Ski Halfpipe at the 2018 Winter Olympics.

This stunning property in Sand City (shown looking south toward Monterey) will be the
site of an “ecoresort” by a developer who’s spent 25 years trying to get a permit.

CAL AM DESAL EIR FACES ANOTHER DELAY
By KELLY NIX

THE RELEASE of the long-awaited final environmental
review for California American Water’s proposed desalina-
tion plant in Marina — which has faced several and lengthy
delays by the state agency handling the report — will be
delayed once again, an official said this week.

The state’s Public Utilities Commission said the lengthy
and technical document is now set to be released on March
30, roughly two weeks later than the   March 16 release date
the agency has long advertised, and which it still indicates on
its website.

Though the setback is minor, it’s one of many delays from
the PUC that have prevented Cal Am from breaking ground
on the water project that the utility has proposed to comply
with a state order to replace the water it draws from the
Carmel River, the Peninsula’s primary water source.

PUC spokeswoman Terrie Prosper informed The Pine
Cone Monday about the new release date. 

“The EIR is on track to be released on March 30,” Prosper
told The Pine Cone Monday. “The document will contain

responses to all comments received on the draft EIR, as well
as updated technical information.” 

The release will include the environmental impact report,
required by the California Environmental Quality Act, and an
environmental impact statement, which federal law requires
on developments that could have significant environmental
impacts.

In the works since 2012
Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Stedman said the release

of the environmental review represents a “great deal of
progress and a tremendous step forward toward solving” the
Peninsula’s water supply challenges. 

“The CPUC began work on this document in 2012,”
Stedman told The Pine Cone. “It is the culmination of much
work and review by the public, peer scientists and the top
experts on groundwater modeling in the Salinas Valley
Basin. We look forward to its release and certification which
will allow the project to advance to the next phase of design,
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See EIR page 15A

See HOTEL page 10A
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See SIGOURNEY page 26A


