
By KELLY NIX

A CHINESE national whose parents were killed
after being swept into the sea at Bird Rock in Pebble
Beach in early 2017 has filed a wrongful death lawsuit
in Monterey County Superior Court against numerous
companies and government agencies, alleging they’re
responsible for the tragic deaths. 

On Jan. 21, 2017, Hao Ming Wu and Jin Feng
Huang and their adult son, Han Xian Wu, were on a
tour when their bus stopped at Bird Rock off 17 Mile
Drive. The guide encouraged passengers to take photos
of the surroundings “but failed to warn of any danger-
ous conditions,” the lawsuit, filed Jan. 26, says.  

Tourist files suit over
Bird Rock drownings

By KELLY NIX

A SALINAS urologist accused of “gross negli-
gence” and “incompetence” by subjecting his patients
to unnecessary surgeries and treatments will pay $1
million and undergo additional medical training to set-

tle the allegations
against him, but he’ll
still be allowed to keep
his medical license,
according to an agree-
ment between the
physician and the
Medical Board of
California.

On Jan. 19, Salinas
Valley Urology
Associates doctor
Aytac Apaydin agreed
to a settlement with the
California Attorney

General’s Office and the medical board, which will
allow the physician to retain his license to practice
medicine on the condition he adheres to a list of pro-
bationary terms. Apaydin has been reprimanded by the
board two previous times. 

According to a litany of accusations against the
doctor spelled out in a Nov. 1, 2017, document from
the attorney general’s office and signed by medical
licensing board executive director Kimberly
Kirchmeyer, Apaydin “was grossly negligent, and/or
he engaged in repeated negligent acts, and/or he was
incompetent in the practice of medicine in his care and
treatment.” 

Among the allegations made against Apaydin are
that he performed excessive diagnostic tests and treat-
ments on a 47-year-old man he saw for kidney stones,
used anesthesia in procedures when it was unneces-
sary, and put the patient at “increased risk” for long-
term kidney damage when he performed excessive
shock-wave treatments. 

Apaydin, the state contends, also performed two
surgeries on the man two hours apart that could have

SHARK-BITTEN OTTER OUT OF ICU, ELEPHANT SEAL FREED
By MARY SCHLEY

THE OTTER pup rescued at the south end of Carmel Beach
six weeks ago has moved from the intensive care unit at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium to regular veterinary care and is
now taking solid food, according to spokesman Emerson
Brown.

And a female elephant seal yearling found on a Point
Lobos beach Jan. 11 has already recovered and been
released, Giancarlo Rulli, marketing and communica-
tions associate for the Marine Mammal Center, said this
week.

Both had been bitten by sharks.
The stranded baby otter reported by beachgoers Dec.

14 was found to have two “relatively superficial lacera-
tions” on his right side that were consistent with shark
bites.

After being transported from the beach to the
Aquarium by animal care coordinator Karl Mayer, the
otter — which was thought to be about 8 weeks old at the
time — was treated for the bite wounds and a related
infection, as well as “significant anemia.” He was given
fluids and antibiotics daily.

“The pup is now under veterinary medical care and is
taking solid food from Monterey Bay Aquarium staff,
who are caring for the pup behind the scenes,” Brown

said this week. “If his condition continues to improve, they plan
to introduce him to one of the Aquarium’s female exhibit otters,
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PGA pros, celebrities and 
fans are on their way ...

PHOTO/MICHAEL TROUTMAN,
DMT IMAGING

Crews were busy this
week getting the grand-
stands and clubs ready
alongside the 18th
Green at Pebble Beach,
not to mention other key
spots on the course and
at Spyglass and MPCC,
in preparation for this
year’s AT&T Pebble
Beach Pro-Am, which
gets underway with
practice rounds on
Monday. For complete
tournament info, along
with all sorts of colorful
features, see our special
section inside.

Film fest shuts down
By MARY SCHLEY

IN WHAT would have been its
10th year, the Carmel International
Film Festival has come to an end.
Changes in the lives of its key fig-
ures — as well as advances in tech-
nology — led the board to unani-
mously decide late last month that
it was time to shutter the operation,
board member Sharon Crino told
The Pine Cone Thursday.

“It was a tough decision,” she
said.

The festival’s managing director
and its “backbone,” Valarie Schad,
is moving to Phoenix, Ariz., with
her husband within the next month,
according to Crino. Meanwhile,
cofounders Tom Burns and Erin
Clark, who divorced in 2016, have
made changes in their lives, too.

Burns moved to Southern
California, while Clark has become
engaged to a man who also lives in
Phoenix, according to Crino. 

“She will continue her job here,
but will be commuting,” she said of
the KSBW TV news anchor.

Running a film festival is “cost
intensive, labor intensive, and con-
stant for the whole year,” she
explained, so losing the three top
leaders is a big blow.

On the technical side, film com-
panies are using newer software
and technology that most small
venues here — including Sunset
Center — don’t have the equipment
to accommodate. The 2017 festival
had films screening at Sunset
Center, the Carmel Youth Center,

See FILMS page 23A

PHOTO/COURTESY MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM

Otter 808 — named so because he’s the 808th stranded animal to be taken in
and cared for at the Monterey Bay Aquarium — might get to meet his surrogate
mother soon.

See OTTER page 19A

Elliott donates $100M 
for mental health center
n ‘Ohana House’ to be
opened at Ryan Ranch

By KELLY NIX

IN WHAT’S being called the
largest donation in Monterey
County history, a Carmel woman
has given $105.8 million to
Montage Health Foundation for the
development of a regional program
and center devoted to child mental
and behavioral health. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Montage
Health President and CEO Steven
Packer announced that Bertie
Bialek Elliott — sister of billion-
aire businessman Warren Buffett

— was making the momentous
contribution. The funds, Packer
said, would be used exclusively to
creating an “innovative approach”
to helping young people with men-
tal health issues.

“Our program, when fully real-
ized, will include a free-standing
facility dedicated exclusively to
child and adolescent behavioral
health,” Packer told a group of
reporters in the remodeled
Monterey Conference Center
Tuesday afternoon. 

The “warm and welcoming
facility will be in Ryan Ranch,”
and will include an inpatient unit

See ELLIOTT page 22ASee APAYDIN page 18A

See DROWNINGS page 23A

Urologist sanctioned for ‘incompetence’

Unnecessary
procedures 
and undisclosed
financial 
conflicts


