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V I S I T O R S

A Caltrans crew prepares to install a 24inch culvert at the
south end of the
massive Mud Creek
Slide, which buried
Highway 1 near the
Monterey-San Luis
Obispo county line
in May 2017.
Despite recent wet
weather, the $40
million project to
clear the slide
remains on schedule,
and Caltrans says
the work is expected
to be completed by
late summer.

By KELLY NIX

T

HE
SECRET
memorandum
Republicans say contains “jaw-dropping”
evidence of surveillance abuses by the
FBI and Department of Justice during the
Obama Administration has been read by
Congressman Jimmy Panetta, who is one
of a small number of Democrats to have
seen it.
The classified four-page memo drafted by House Intelligence Committee
Chairman Devin Nunes, a Republican
Congressman from Tulare County, has
been all the buzz inside the Beltway,
where some lawmakers are calling for it
to be released to the public. Panetta said
his constituents are also highly interested
in the document.
“We had more calls about releasing
the memo than we did about the federal
shutdown,” Panetta said Wednesday
afternoon.
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COMMISSION OKS FOUR DEMOLITIONS, NEW HOUSES
I

N A town that years ago deemed a significant chunk of
its homes as historically significant, a vote during a single
public hearing that four homes can be torn down is unusual,
to say the least. But on Jan. 10, the planning commission said
the owners of houses on Casanova, Guadalupe, Oak Knoll
Way, and Camino Real can demolish them and build new
ones.
And in every case, the new homes will be larger than the
ones that exist now.
Designed by architect Greg Klein, Janet Ayres’ proposed
house on Casanova south of 10th will be 1,800 square feet
and two stories, including a detached garage. It will be built
of wood and stone, with exposed rafter tails and pitched
roofs. At the meeting, the commission approved the project
without discussion, since it had been the subject of two prior
hearings as Ayres and Klein worked out issues with a neighbor who mostly objected to the location of the garage.
Concern about noise
Jeraslav and Janna Stepanek plan to tear down the old
house on their lot on Guadalupe Street (north of Third) and
replace it with an 1,800-square-foot, single-story home
designed by Jeff Crockett. The house will have cement siding
and board-and-batten wainscoting.
Neighbor Mo Massoudi, a forest and beach commissioner, said he was concerned about noise from the patio that will
be located near his bedroom windows. The Stepaneks proposed building a denser, taller fence between the two properties, and offered to install sound-proof windows in

Mark and Shari Lasher got permission to tear down their “decrepit”
house on Camino Real and replace it with this one designed by
Holdren + Litzke Architecture.
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Panetta one of few Democrats
in House to read top-secret memo

Light at the end of the landslide

By MARY SCHLEY

S I N C E

Massoudi’s home.
“Are we going to be calling the police every time there is
a noise? I really beg you to reconsider this,” Massoudi said.
“There is an option where he doesn’t have to put his backyard
or side yard near our windows.” He also said he wasn’t interested in having the sound-proof windows installed.
Commissioners, however, decided the Stepaneks made
plenty of concessions, and approved the plan, but Massoudi
filed paperwork Thursday to send it to the city council.

See DEMOS page 18A

Rancho Cañada could
get golf again — sort of
BY CHRIS COUNTS

G

OLF HASN’T been played at Rancho Cañada in
Carmel Valley since December 2016, and the site where its
East Course was located will soon be part of Palo Corona
Regional Park. But if local disc golf enthusiasts are
successful in their efforts, a version of the game that
relies on flying discs instead of golf balls will be
played on the former course.
A disc golf club with more than 200 members who
mostly live in Monterey County, the Stinging Jellies
are urging the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park
District to create a course at Rancho Cañada.
Club member Shawn Adams told The Pine Cone
disc golf is gaining new players each day, and the new
site would “help keep up with the demand” for courses to accommodate them.
“All the stats are showing that disc golf is rapidly
growing,” Adams said. “More discs are being sold
and more players are participating in tournaments.”

And fascination about the memo
ramped up immediately following the
conclusion of an episode of conservative
commentator Sean Hannity’s show on
Fox News.
“We started getting calls right after
that,” said Panetta, who added that the
number of constituent calls his offices
received about the memo compared to
the government shutdown was 5 to 1.
Justification for spying?
The memo reportedly claims that the
FBI relied on information contained in
the sensational and unproven “Trump
dossier” to obtain a federal warrant to
spy on the Trump campaign for possible
collusion with Russia.
Although mostly House Republicans
have viewed the memo, very few other
people have, and Panetta said he and fel-

See MEMO page 15A

Brief tsunami scare
puts plan to the test
By MARY SCHLEY

N

OT LONG after a 7.9-magnitude earthquake hit near
Kodiak on the Alaskan coast around 1:30 a.m. Pacific Time
Tuesday, Carmel Police Chief Paul Tomasi was notified that
a tsunami watch was in effect for the city. While the alert was
canceled at 4:20 a.m., the preceding three hours marked the
first time public officials used the plan that earned the city
“Tsunami Ready” certification from the National Weather
Service in 2016.
Steps for ensuring residents and visitors are safe during a
tidal wave are covered in the “tsunami playbook” issued by
Monterey County. Tuesday’s events started with the dispatcher on duty phoning Cmdr. Luke Powell, who then called
Tomasi at around 2:30 a.m., an hour after the quake triggered
tsunami sirens in Alaska.
“With an earthquake happening off of Alaska, you have
very little time,” Tomasi said. “The wave was supposed to hit

See SCARE page 12A

River Kids on enviro tour

Drawing more players
Adams called Rancho Cañada “a beautiful piece
of land,” and said it would be ideal for an 18-hole
course.
“The more championship -level disc golf we have,
the more championship-level players we can draw to
the area,” explained Adams, who estimated that the
course would take up about five acres.
Besides having a negligible impact on the land,

See GOLF page 13A
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Nearly two dozen River School fifth-graders spent Tuesday talking to downtown restaurants about the city’s recently passed ban on plastic straws and single-use food containers. Each kid “adopted” a restaurant and gave a twominute talk on the new law and the benefits of reducing plastic waste — 9 million tons of which enter the ocean each year, they said. Students also suggested ways to replace the straws, and encouraged composting of food scraps.
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