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Council won’t review
Fink condo after all
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AVID FINK’S claim that his condo project wouldn’t
get a fair hearing in front of the city council was validated
this week when city attorney Glen Mozingo decided the permit should be taken off the Jan. 9 agenda. Fink and partner
Janet Elarmo learned from planning director Marc Wiener
Wednesday that the challenge to their project had been
dropped, and that they can now proceed with construction.
Mayor Steve Dallas and councilwoman Carolyn Hardy
opposed the planning commission’s 4-1 approval of the modern-style condo planned for the rooftop of Cantinetta Luca
restaurant on Dolores Street, and demanded that the council
review it. They both cited concerns with the shadows it might
cast on neighboring Piccadilly Park, the windows on the
north elevation, and other elements.
But Fink and his attorney, Jeffrey Retterer, sent an email
to Mozingo arguing that Hardy and Dallas shouldn’t be able
to participate in the hearing, because they had already made
up their minds to oppose the project.
And Mozingo agreed, telling The Pine Cone Thursday that
because Dallas wrote in his request for a hearing,
“Specifically to the proposed design, I cannot support the
window sizes and fenestration on the north elevation or the
oversized glass doors and trellis that access the Dolores
Street balcony,” it appeared he had already made up his mind
about the project.
“From that standpoint, I agreed that that language does

See FINK page 24A
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Recreational pot on sale at Carmel Rancho
By CHRIS COUNTS

O

By MARY SCHLEY

January 5-11, 2018

NCE THE target of a decades-long eradication effort
— which continues throughout much of the United States —
marijuana for recreational use can be purchased over the
counter at the mouth of Carmel Valley starting Friday.
The change, once a pipe dream, comes less than two
months after 57 percent of California voters approved a bill
legalizing cannabis for recreational use.

Located in a 2,100-square-foot retail store on Carmel
Rancho Lane, Big Sur Canna Botanicals quietly opened at
the end of October, serving only medical marijuana patients.
But on Jan. 5, the shop will welcome recreational users for
the first time, with a selection of products that’s almost overwhelming. While it’s a relatively small dispensary compared
to many, Big Sur Canna Botanicals lists on its website 18 different varieties of flowers — commonly called “buds” —
from seedless female plants. For those who have been out of
touch with the industry in recent years, practically
nobody smokes marijuana leaves anymore
because they are far less potent.
Each variety of flower features a catchy name
that sometimes hints at its smell, taste or effects,
such as Blueberry Haze, Key Lime Cookies and
Jamaican Dream. Also on the menu are dozens of
edibles, tinctures, concentrates, drinks and topicals.

Taxes go up
Enthusiasts will encounter increased prices as
a result of state taxes imposed on the new legal
industry, as well as ramped up testing and packaging requirements that add to costs.
“They are taxing it on pretty much every level,”
Big Sur Canna Botanicals co-owner Aram Stoney
told The Pine Cone. “It’s not that we’re raising
prices — they’re going up because you’re paying
new taxes.”
Still, the price hikes for flowers will be modest.
Big Sur Canna Botanicals will begin selling recreational marijuana Friday, Jan. 5. Under California’s previous medical marijuana
Pictured here in a photo from their Facebook page are owners Aram Stoney (left) law, an eighth of an ounce of premium flowers
and John DeFloria with their Carmel Rancho store.
cost $56.37. Now, it will cost $63.87, said Stoney.
While the selection of products may be daunting, buying marijuana will be easy — customers will need
only to show their driver’s license or a government-issued ID
card indicating they are at least 21 years old. “It will be just
like going into BevMo and buying a bottle of Champagne,”
lawsuit, so Mr. Kim decided to lease it out.”
He said Kim is confident he’ll prevail in the lawsuits, and Stoney said.
if he does, Desai and his partners will buy the inn from him.
Be sure to read the label
“That’s why we feel comfortable that the buyer is not legit,”
Besides selling marijuana products, Stoney said it’s
he said. “The property has a lot of potential, and it’s a favorable lease term, considering the use in Carmel and the rev- important that dispensaries give good advice to customers
enue potential.”
See SHOP page 30A
Desai and his partners have been meeting with code
enforcement officer Al Fasulo and other city representatives
frequently to determine what work needs to be done to get
the inn’s units ready for vacationers.
“We are in the process of the inspections, creating a list of
things that need to be done for public safety, and hope to
complete them as soon as possible and then open the doors,”

Despite legal battles, inn preparing to reopen
By MARY SCHLEY

T

WO BROTHERS and their business partners have
leased the Carmel Resort Inn — the Carpenter Street property that fell into disrepair and disuse for months while its
potential sale has been tied up in court — and hope to reopen
before next month’s AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament brings crowds to town.
Hitesh Desai, who lives near Carmel High School, brother
Jayesh Desai, and business partners Iraj Rezai and Jim
Gilbert, are leasing the property from owner Tong Kim, who
lives in Pebble Beach. (Jayesh Desai and some fellow
investors also own the Village Corner restaurant.)
“We are just cleaning it up,” Hitesh Desai told The Pine
Cone Wednesday. “It was a big mess. It’s still a big mess.”

COPS READY FOR RUSH
OF MARIJUANA USERS
By MARY SCHLEY

See INN page 31A
‘A lot of potential’
He said he knows that the inn, which sits on 16 legal lots
of record and features small guest cabins, is the subject of a
couple of lawsuits between Kim and a group of buyers who
have been at loggerheads for years over various sale terms
and transactions, with each side accusing the other of legal
violations in civil court.
“We don’t know much about it other than that there is a
lawsuit, and we’ve read several articles about it in The Pine
Cone,” he said. “The property can’t be sold because of the
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There’s a lot of work to be done at the Carmel Resort Inn to ready it
for guests. A group that’s leasing the embattled property hopes to
open in time for the AT&T Pro-Am.

Dallas investigation
getting underway
By MARY SCHLEY

W

HILE THE harassment claims made against Mayor
Steve Dallas by the executive director of a local wine organization have provoked a lot of conversation and comments in
town since they became public last week, city attorney Glen
Mozingo isn’t saying whether they have prompted anyone
else to come forward.
“The matter is under investigation,” he said Thursday. “It’s
an ongoing investigation without comment.”
Mozingo hired Irma Rodriguez Moisa of the Atkinson,
Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo law firm to handle the investigation, and he said she plans to start interviewing people
Jan. 10.
Moisa “is an experienced litigator, labor negotiator, and
trial attorney representing public and private entities in labor
and employment matters,” according to her bio, and has been
representing public agencies since 1999. She received her
B.S. in business administration and her law degree from UC
Berkeley, and earned a master’s in public policy from
Harvard. Mozingo said she has also worked for the city
before, assisting the police department with some payroll and

See DALLAS page 30A
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NYONE OVER the age of 21 can smoke pot legally in
California as of New Year’s Day, but plenty of laws still
restrict its use, and Carmel Police Cmdr. Luke Powell said he
and his officers are ready to enforce those rules.
“CPD is well prepared for the new law, and all of our officers have gone through a one-hour update on marijuana
laws,” he said this week. The training covered the state laws
dictating that possession of more than an ounce of marijuana
is still an infraction (the most minor type of criminal offense
— basically, a ticket), minors can’t have any at all, and it
can’t be used in public, in schools, or in a moving or parked
car by a driver or passenger.
“Like alcohol, an open container of marijuana in a vehicle
is illegal,” he added.
Businesses not welcome
According to the city ordinance, no commercial activity
related to cannabis is allowed — not even delivery — in
town, and it can’t be smoked or vaped anywhere in public.
People can grow up to six plants at home, but they must be
cultivated in a locked building, not outdoors. (A secured
greenhouse would qualify.)
In addition, a few officers underwent more intensive training by the state, according to Powell. One took a 24-hour
class on fentanyl, hash and synthetic drugs, two cops took a
12-hour class on marijuana DUI detection, and one attended
a 16-hour class on “advanced roadside impaired driver
enforcement.”

See POT page 7A
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