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Council won’t review
Fink condo after all
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AVID FINK’S claim that his condo project wouldn’t
get a fair hearing in front of the city council was validated
this week when city attorney Glen Mozingo decided the permit should be taken off the Jan. 9 agenda. Fink and partner
Janet Elarmo learned from planning director Marc Wiener
Wednesday that the challenge to their project had been
dropped, and that they can now proceed with construction.
Mayor Steve Dallas and councilwoman Carolyn Hardy
opposed the planning commission’s 4-1 approval of the modern-style condo planned for the rooftop of Cantinetta Luca
restaurant on Dolores Street, and demanded that the council
review it. They both cited concerns with the shadows it might
cast on neighboring Piccadilly Park, the windows on the
north elevation, and other elements.
But Fink and his attorney, Jeffrey Retterer, sent an email
to Mozingo arguing that Hardy and Dallas shouldn’t be able
to participate in the hearing, because they had already made
up their minds to oppose the project.
And Mozingo agreed, telling The Pine Cone Thursday that
because Dallas wrote in his request for a hearing,
“Specifically to the proposed design, I cannot support the
window sizes and fenestration on the north elevation or the
oversized glass doors and trellis that access the Dolores
Street balcony,” it appeared he had already made up his mind
about the project.
“From that standpoint, I agreed that that language does

See FINK page 24A
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Recreational pot on sale at Carmel Rancho
By CHRIS COUNTS

O

By MARY SCHLEY

January 5-11, 2018

NCE THE target of a decades-long eradication effort
— which continues throughout much of the United States —
marijuana for recreational use can be purchased over the
counter at the mouth of Carmel Valley starting Friday.
The change, once a pipe dream, comes less than two
months after 57 percent of California voters approved a bill
legalizing cannabis for recreational use.

Located in a 2,100-square-foot retail store on Carmel
Rancho Lane, Big Sur Canna Botanicals quietly opened at
the end of October, serving only medical marijuana patients.
But on Jan. 5, the shop will welcome recreational users for
the first time, with a selection of products that’s almost overwhelming. While it’s a relatively small dispensary compared
to many, Big Sur Canna Botanicals lists on its website 18 different varieties of flowers — commonly called “buds” —
from seedless female plants. For those who have been out of
touch with the industry in recent years, practically
nobody smokes marijuana leaves anymore
because they are far less potent.
Each variety of flower features a catchy name
that sometimes hints at its smell, taste or effects,
such as Blueberry Haze, Key Lime Cookies and
Jamaican Dream. Also on the menu are dozens of
edibles, tinctures, concentrates, drinks and topicals.

Taxes go up
Enthusiasts will encounter increased prices as
a result of state taxes imposed on the new legal
industry, as well as ramped up testing and packaging requirements that add to costs.
“They are taxing it on pretty much every level,”
Big Sur Canna Botanicals co-owner Aram Stoney
told The Pine Cone. “It’s not that we’re raising
prices — they’re going up because you’re paying
new taxes.”
Still, the price hikes for flowers will be modest.
Big Sur Canna Botanicals will begin selling recreational marijuana Friday, Jan. 5. Under California’s previous medical marijuana
Pictured here in a photo from their Facebook page are owners Aram Stoney (left) law, an eighth of an ounce of premium flowers
and John DeFloria with their Carmel Rancho store.
cost $56.37. Now, it will cost $63.87, said Stoney.
While the selection of products may be daunting, buying marijuana will be easy — customers will need
only to show their driver’s license or a government-issued ID
card indicating they are at least 21 years old. “It will be just
like going into BevMo and buying a bottle of Champagne,”
lawsuit, so Mr. Kim decided to lease it out.”
He said Kim is confident he’ll prevail in the lawsuits, and Stoney said.
if he does, Desai and his partners will buy the inn from him.
Be sure to read the label
“That’s why we feel comfortable that the buyer is not legit,”
Besides selling marijuana products, Stoney said it’s
he said. “The property has a lot of potential, and it’s a favorable lease term, considering the use in Carmel and the rev- important that dispensaries give good advice to customers
enue potential.”
See SHOP page 30A
Desai and his partners have been meeting with code
enforcement officer Al Fasulo and other city representatives
frequently to determine what work needs to be done to get
the inn’s units ready for vacationers.
“We are in the process of the inspections, creating a list of
things that need to be done for public safety, and hope to
complete them as soon as possible and then open the doors,”

Despite legal battles, inn preparing to reopen
By MARY SCHLEY

T

WO BROTHERS and their business partners have
leased the Carmel Resort Inn — the Carpenter Street property that fell into disrepair and disuse for months while its
potential sale has been tied up in court — and hope to reopen
before next month’s AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament brings crowds to town.
Hitesh Desai, who lives near Carmel High School, brother
Jayesh Desai, and business partners Iraj Rezai and Jim
Gilbert, are leasing the property from owner Tong Kim, who
lives in Pebble Beach. (Jayesh Desai and some fellow
investors also own the Village Corner restaurant.)
“We are just cleaning it up,” Hitesh Desai told The Pine
Cone Wednesday. “It was a big mess. It’s still a big mess.”

COPS READY FOR RUSH
OF MARIJUANA USERS
By MARY SCHLEY

See INN page 31A
‘A lot of potential’
He said he knows that the inn, which sits on 16 legal lots
of record and features small guest cabins, is the subject of a
couple of lawsuits between Kim and a group of buyers who
have been at loggerheads for years over various sale terms
and transactions, with each side accusing the other of legal
violations in civil court.
“We don’t know much about it other than that there is a
lawsuit, and we’ve read several articles about it in The Pine
Cone,” he said. “The property can’t be sold because of the

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

There’s a lot of work to be done at the Carmel Resort Inn to ready it
for guests. A group that’s leasing the embattled property hopes to
open in time for the AT&T Pro-Am.

Dallas investigation
getting underway
By MARY SCHLEY

W

HILE THE harassment claims made against Mayor
Steve Dallas by the executive director of a local wine organization have provoked a lot of conversation and comments in
town since they became public last week, city attorney Glen
Mozingo isn’t saying whether they have prompted anyone
else to come forward.
“The matter is under investigation,” he said Thursday. “It’s
an ongoing investigation without comment.”
Mozingo hired Irma Rodriguez Moisa of the Atkinson,
Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo law firm to handle the investigation, and he said she plans to start interviewing people
Jan. 10.
Moisa “is an experienced litigator, labor negotiator, and
trial attorney representing public and private entities in labor
and employment matters,” according to her bio, and has been
representing public agencies since 1999. She received her
B.S. in business administration and her law degree from UC
Berkeley, and earned a master’s in public policy from
Harvard. Mozingo said she has also worked for the city
before, assisting the police department with some payroll and

See DALLAS page 30A
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NYONE OVER the age of 21 can smoke pot legally in
California as of New Year’s Day, but plenty of laws still
restrict its use, and Carmel Police Cmdr. Luke Powell said he
and his officers are ready to enforce those rules.
“CPD is well prepared for the new law, and all of our officers have gone through a one-hour update on marijuana
laws,” he said this week. The training covered the state laws
dictating that possession of more than an ounce of marijuana
is still an infraction (the most minor type of criminal offense
— basically, a ticket), minors can’t have any at all, and it
can’t be used in public, in schools, or in a moving or parked
car by a driver or passenger.
“Like alcohol, an open container of marijuana in a vehicle
is illegal,” he added.
Businesses not welcome
According to the city ordinance, no commercial activity
related to cannabis is allowed — not even delivery — in
town, and it can’t be smoked or vaped anywhere in public.
People can grow up to six plants at home, but they must be
cultivated in a locked building, not outdoors. (A secured
greenhouse would qualify.)
In addition, a few officers underwent more intensive training by the state, according to Powell. One took a 24-hour
class on fentanyl, hash and synthetic drugs, two cops took a
12-hour class on marijuana DUI detection, and one attended
a 16-hour class on “advanced roadside impaired driver
enforcement.”

See POT page 7A

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

2A

The Carmel Pine Cone

January 5, 2018

Sandy Claws

By Lisa Crawford Watson

Good dog — now
H

Annual Sale!

ER PREVIOUS dog was a few years old and perfectly trained when she came to the family. Mom had
no idea what a blessing that was until the next dog
arrived. This one was a puppy, an Australian shepherd
her son talked her into just before he left for college.
Big mistake.
Yet, after nearly four years of growing up and tenacious training, Nala, her person says, has become a
really good dog.
The family had a hard time deciding on her name
until her person’s daughter decided on the name of
the one of the lead characters in “The Lion King.” They
later learned “Nala” means gift and, by now, they
agree, Nala is a gift to their family.
“She has a lot of energy but is a sweetheart,” her
person said. “She loves all dogs and people, and she
loves to play with either. I have continued to take her
to training, having learned that if you stay with it, dogs
eventually get it.” Kind of like kids.
The family was living in Carmel Knolls when they
got Nala, but they couldn’t find a rental that would
allow a dog, so they moved to Pacific Grove. Nevertheless, Nala, who loves going to the beach, still seems to
prefer Carmel Beach. Not wild about the water and its
relentless waves, she tends to run along the shoreline,
chasing birds and balls, and romping with other dogs.
“Nala responds pretty well to commands, so if I feel
she’s gone too far, I can call her back,” her person said.
“All this beach activity is really good for an Aussie with

this much energy.”
Although Nala, as a puppy, proved quite a challenge for her person, she has matured into a really
good companion. She’s completely her person’s dog,
at least until the kids come home from college and
claim her for the weekend.

This cruise
will fill up fast,
so call us today!

on the Grand Princess® from San Francisco
Transportation from Monterey, Salinas, and Santa Cruz
to the pier in San Francisco included!
See Glacier Bay!

August 14-24, 2018
10 -day – Inside
Passage Cruise

In Loving Memory of My Best Friend

Margot Petit Nichols
January 8, 1931 - January 7, 2011

Round trip from San Francisco,

shirts, sweaters, jackets,
shoes, and sport coats

visiting Juneau, Skagway, Glacier
Bay (scenic cruising), and Ketchikan
in Alaska, and Victoria, B.C.,
Canada!

Priced from $1,974.00
(per person based on double occupancy)

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
carmel-by-the-sea 831-625-8106
www.khakisofcarmel.com

593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631
CST# 1003488-10

Fares, Taxes, Fees & Port Taxes of $220.75 are included & subject to change.
© 2016 Princess Cruises, Ships of Bermudan & British Registry

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

pgtravel.com | Call or come in to learn more

invitation to consign
competitive commission rates
timely payment
global exposure

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

SOLD
0
$15,34
Robert
Slawinski
Auctioneer & REALTOR
®

CalBRE# 01354172

We researched this piece to
discover its potential value.

Let us do the same for you.

We offer comprehensive estate services from selling
your home to conducting on-site estate sales

Free evaluations
t hursdays 11 am - 1 pm

On Mission Street, between Ocean & 7th Ave.
Across from the Carmel Plaza
831.335.9000
www.slawinski.com
You can also e-mail images of your items to appraisals@slawinski.com

A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU!
Refresh and resolve to pamper yourself after this busy holiday
season by taking advantage of our specials.
OBAGI® Gift Bag includes Obagi® Elastiderm® EYE Cream and
your choice of Hydrate or Hydrate Lux. Special purchase price of
$134 or $154 (a discount of over $40).
Combine two treatments Botox (minimum of 20 units) and
Juvederm™ XC and /or Voluma™ XC and receive Botox at $11
per unit plus an additional $100 off each syringe of filler. Offer
available on same day appointments only. Not valid on current
appointments, expires January 31, 2018.
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; your
consult fee will be applied to any Laser treatment purchase if done on the
same day. All treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your
appointment by calling our offices today.
Gift Certificates are available!

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey
Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic

www.rheimdermatology.com
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Leashed pit bull drags owner, attacks
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

WO WEEKS after a pit bull killed a
small dog near Carmel Valley Village, there
was another attack by a pit bull — this time
on a resident near Jacks Peak.
“I was pretty much attacked, knocked
down and bitten,” Mary Macklin told The
Pine Cone.
The attack happened along High Meadow
Drive near Macklin’s home. The woman was
taking her 15-year-old Jack Russell terrier
for a stroll in the neighborhood when she encountered a woman walking a pit bull on a
leash.
“She was about 40 feet away,” Macklin
said. “I waved at her.”
Suddenly, the larger dog veered toward
Macklin. “I looked up to see the pit bull dragging its owner toward me,” she said. “She was
calling for it to stop. I was freaking out and
thinking, ‘This dog is going to kill my dog
right in front of me.’”
Macklin turned to pick up her dog, and for
a moment, her back was turned toward the
attacker.
“The dog jumped on my right side, bit my
right leg and knocked me to the ground,” said
the woman, who hit her head on the pavement
and fell on top of her dog.
Lying on the ground in pain, Macklin
called out to the woman, “Your dog just bit
me.” But she said the woman turned and
walked away.
Macklin was later treated at Community
Hospital and released. Since then, she’s battled an infection in her leg, and missed work.
The woman with the pit bull, meanwhile,
has not been identified. Macklin described

her as a “small and slight” Asian woman, and
she described the dog as a “pit bull cross with
Rottweiler coloring.” She estimated it weighs
between 60 and 80 pounds.
Because there have been so many instances
of pit bulls attacking, and even killing, people
and pets, many have called for the breed to be
outlawed — Macklin included.
“Pit bull people say it’s the owner’s problem,” she said. “I think it’s a dog problem.”
Macklin called on pit bull owners to take
reasonable precautions.
“That was a super-aggressive dog,” she
suggested. “It should have been walking with
a muzzle.”
The woman said she will be better prepared the next time she goes for a walk with
her dog — and some of her neighbors will do
the same. “We have flyers up in the neighborhood” making everyone aware of what happened, she added. “People are walking with
pepper spray and sticks.”

OYSTER PERPETUAL

AIR-KING

First attack
In the first incident, Janet Brennan was
walking her dog in Carmel Valley Dec. 14,
2017 when a pit bull attacked and killed it. It
happened along Calle De Los Helechos, near
Esquiline Road.
The attack happened right in front of
Brennan. “The dog that killed my pup had a
white snout and white chest,” Brennan posted
on Facebook. “One other walker ran into the
dog at 9 a.m. the same day and described him
as aggressive.”
The Dec. 14 incident was reported to Monterey County Animal Control, which responded to the scene. But county officials have not
disclosed whether the dog was found.

rolex

Monterey’s Premier Independent
Mercedes Service with over
100 Combined Years of Experience
• Factory Trained Technicians
• Free Shuttle Service Available
• 36 mos/36,000 mile nationwide warranty
• Free roadside assistance

684 Ponderosa Ave., Seaside

831-394-6600

www.mercedes-werks.com
A Monterey County Green Certified Business

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com

oyster perpetual and air-king are

®
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REVERSEMORTGAGE
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Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

LEARN FROM A CERTIFIED REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST
Experienced - Local- Professional

Contact Galen Call, CRMP
NMLS #226129 BRE # 00908338

Manager, Reverse Mortgage Division
Ofﬁce 831-645-1160 | Direct 831-645-1164
451 Washington Street, Monterey

www.GalenCall.com • Galen@treehousemortgage.com

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. APMC CAL BRE# 01215943. NMLS #1850

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan 831.236.7251
www.terrymcgowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES

CalBRE# 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

I N C R E A S E S U C C E S S ~ L I V E C O N F I D E N T ~ E L I M I N AT E A N X I E T Y

Gr8ness Building®
You Matter Success Roadmaps™

“Prioritize Yourself”

Free lecture at my Carmel-by-the-Sea office
Monday, January 8th • 1 - 2PM
RSVP at rosalinda@ceolifementor.com

Rosalinda O’Neill

Time is the currency of your Life • Let’s make it payoff better for You

Trusted Professional for over 35 years

©2017 Rosalinda O’Neill, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist, Inc.

Winter
Clearance
on select in-store
merchandise
Shop early for
best selection

OPPLETON’S
MONTEREY

H

ERE’S A look at some of the significant
calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office last week. This week’s log was compiled
by Mary Schley.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Woman reported her
vehicle stolen, but she had also been reported
as a missing person by her husband. Husband
requested a welfare check. Woman did not meet
the criteria at the time of contact for a 72-hour
hold.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: Investigated a non-injury traffic collision on Mission Street.
Pebble Beach: Report of missing female
adult from Pelican Road.
Carmel Valley: A gravely disabled elderly
male at an East Carmel Valley Road residence
was placed on a 5150 W&I hold [danger to self
or others].
Carmel area: Mentone Road resident reported a window washer damaged property after
falling from a ladder.
Carmel area: Resident reported a former
boyfriend calls/texts at least 20 times a day, often threatening her, although the relationship
ended six months ago.
Carmel area: Female reported jewelry missing from her move to a residence on Serra Av-

enue in June. The moving company employees
are suspected.
Pacific Grove: Resident on Congress Avenue reported vandalism to her property.
Pacific Grove: A teacher on David Avenue
reported concern about a male student’s mental
health.
Pacific Grove: Suspicious letter sent to a
member of city staff at city hall.
Pacific Grove: Citizen reported a home on
Sage Place had been burglarized.
Pacific Grove: Subject on Carmel Avenue
was assaulted while at a class.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
Carmel area: Someone broke the window to
locked vehicle at the Barnyard shopping center
and took the owner’s property.
Carmel area: Unknown person forced entry to a house on Valley View Avenue and took
property.
Pacific Grove: A female on 19th Street reported her spare tire stolen off the back of her
vehicle.
Pebble Beach: Adult Protective Services requested assistance with an elder abuse investigation on Bird Rock Road.

See POLICE LOG page 13RE
in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls

Business, Partnership & Life Builder

Mission & 4th Avenue SW, Suite 4, Carmel-By-The-Sea
831.620.2912 • rosalinda@ceolifementor.com • ceolifementor.com

His SSN was already being used

DESIGN

CENTER

299 Lighthouse, Monterey• 831 649 3083 • poppletonshome.com

Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by
The Monterey County District Attorney
Oct. 20 — Salinas resident Joshua Schneider, 41, was sentenced to 3 years and 8 months
in prison after entering pleas of no contest to
residential and commercial burglaries.
On October 31, 2016, Schneider broke into
a Salinas apartment complex in the middle of
the night. He entered a storage shed by kicking
down the door, and then stole a key machine,
air compressor, 10 gallons of paint, 7 drills, 2-3
bags of tools, and a paint sprayer. The manager
called police when she discovered the theft the
next morning. An anonymous citizen identified
Schneider as the suspect. When a police officer
contacted Schneider at his residence a few days
later, he denied knowledge of the theft. However, he changed his story and confessed after believing a Salinas police officer’s ruse that he was
identified on surveillance video. Schneider then
showed officers the stolen key machine, which
he kept in his garage. Schneider was arrested,
charged, and then bailed out of custody while
his case was pending.
Several months later, police were notified of a
series of burglaries at Salinas laundromats from
January through April 2017. The business’s security cameras showed Schneider — now easily
identifiable by officers — committing the thefts.
When officers went to his residence they found
hundreds of quarters, shaved keys, and two
methamphetamine pipes. Schneider was arrested, and when asked about his involvement, told
detectives, “Boom, you got me.”
Oct. 20 — Alejandro Ramos Ramos, 19, a
former counselor at the Castroville Community Center, was sentenced to the Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation for a term of
four years for sending harmful matter to a minor, contacting a minor with the intent to commit a sexual offense and attempted lewd act with
a child under the age of 14.
Ramos, a Castroville resident, met John Doe,
age 7, in 2014 at a summer program where Ramos was a volunteer counselor. During 2014
and 2015, Ramos communicated with John Doe
via Snapchat several times. In 2016, when John
Doe was 9 years old, the defendant began to
send him photographs of the defendant’s genitals and sexually explicit photographs of young
men engaged in sexual acts. The defendant’s
steady progression of attention turned demanding and aggressive as he tried to convince the
boy to meet with him. In July of 2016, John Doe
reported the activity to his parents, and the Mon-

terey County Sheriff’s Office was contacted.
Detective Shaheen Jorgenson began to communicate with Ramos in the name of John Doe
and arranged a meeting to which the defendant
appeared and was arrested. During the investigation, the defendant’s electronic devices were
found to contain child pornography as well as
conversations with other potential victims.
Oct. 25 — Fresno resident Michael Zavala,
44, was sentenced to four years in prison after pleading no contest to a variety of offenses
ranging from vehicle theft to obstructing a business to misappropriation of lost property.
Just after midnight on January 17, an unknown person stole a brand-new pickup truck by
throwing a rock through the window of a Santa
Cruz Nissan dealership. While fleeing the scene,
the driver collided with two other parked trucks
and drove through the perimeter fence. Within
moments, the stolen truck sideswiped another
vehicle. The truck driver identified himself as
Zavala and provided his full contact information
to the victim.
Zavala then drove to the Monterey Peninsula
and continued his crime spree.
Later that morning, Zavala, highly intoxicated and with blood covering his face and hands,
stumbled into a ballroom at a Monterey hotel.
He interrupted a meeting, refused to leave the
hotel, started cursing, and then threatened to
punch hotel guests. When police arrived, Zavala tried to run but was quickly detained and
searched. He was found in possession of two
credit cards which had been reported stolen
from an unlocked car earlier that morning in
Monterey.
Zavala was then transported to CHOMP,
where he caused quite a commotion during
intake. He began shouting that he hadn’t done
anything wrong and ran out a side door of the
hospital. A Monterey police officer chased and
captured Zavala — for the second time that day.
Officers, then unaware that Zavala even had a
vehicle, much less that he was a suspect in the
Santa Cruz crimes, released Zavala with a citation to appear.
At approximately 8:40 p.m. that night, CHP
officers noticed a Nissan truck with dealership
paper plates parked on Old Stage Road in North
Monterey County. The officers conducted a
welfare check when they saw that the truck had
significant driver’s side damage. They found Zavala sound asleep in the passenger seat.
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County of Monterey hiring manager to weed through marijuana regs
n Potter says process needs streamlining
By KELLY NIX

T

HE LEGALIZATION of recreational marijuana in California this year will also mean at least one more well-paid
government job in Monterey County — a cannabis chief to
steer the region’s burgeoning pot industry.
Last week the County of Monterey posted a job listing for
a “cannabis program manager” to “develop and manage” its
cannabis program.
The full-time job pays from $80,787.20 to $110,260.80 per
year, depending on experience and qualifications, according
to governmentjobs.com, the site the county uses to post employment opportunities.
“Under direction of the assistant county administrative

officer, this skilled professional will reach across county departmental lines to coordinate with key departments, state and
federal agencies, the public and community groups in this
evolving new regulatory framework,” the job description says.
Duties include developing and implementing solutions to
resolve complex or technical problems related to the program,
and representing Monterey County and its cannabis program
to the public, elected officials and industry representatives.
The manager will also interpret and explain applicable state,
federal, local, and internal rules and regulations.
The ideal candidate, the posting says, will have a “proven
track record” of demonstrating their knowledge of contract
administration and management theory; understanding of
cannabis laws; providing information to the public and participating in discussions — “particularly regarding issues which
may be controversial.”

Providing High Quality, Full Service Painting for Residential & Commercial

STEPHEN G. FORD

PAINTING,
INC
Serving the Peninsula
Since 1969

OUR PAINTING SERVICES INCLUDE:

Call or email us today for a free estimate.

(831) 373-6026

Interior and Exterior Painting • Painting and Decorating
Cabinet Refinishing • On Site Color Matching
Elastomeric Coating • Distressing & Antique Finishes
Lacquers, Glazes & other fine finishes
Professional Spray booth for cabinets, louvers, doors
Visit us on facebook
@ fordpaintford

Email: fordpaintpg@att.net

Much needed
Potter said one of the takeaways during his attendance at
a cannabis conference in Denver in October was that municipalities with successful cannabis programs also had dedicated
cannabis program managers.
Potter and Will agreed that the county should create other
employment positions to contend with the local cannabis industry, including a code enforcement officer who only handles
pot-related violations.
“It’s not a one-person job,” Potter said. “If you look at the
number of departments that need coordination and action, it’s
multi-program approach. A [cannabis] head is important, but
they will definitely need supplemental staffing.”
Those interested in the county job should have a college
degree in public or business administration, or a closely related field, and one year of experience as a program manager
or three years of experience in a supervisory or management
position “in an administrative or regulatory field.”
Monterey County offers a “premium benefit package that
includes 23 days of annual leave, 10 days of professional
leave, 11 holidays each year; and health, dental, vision and
life insurance,” the job description says.
Those interested in the job must turn in their job application to the county’s human resources department by Friday,
Jan. 19.

No job is too big or too small!

Professional, Clean, Courteous,
Responsible, English Speaking Employees.
located at: 672 Dias Street, Sand City, CA 93955

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-4:30pm

We are fully licensed
#266816 and insured.

Former Monterey County Supervisor Dave Potter and Plasha Will — who cofounded the Monterey County Cannabis
Industry Association — celebrated the county’s hiring of a
cannabis manager.
“It’s definitely a very smart move,” Potter told The Pine
Cone Wednesday. “I’m glad they are doing it. What the county
needs is someone who’s skilled in coordinating” between various county departments. “What kills projects is the process;
when the process takes too long.”

www.stephengfordpaintinginc.com

making meaningful change:

God’S
loVe
can change your life and the world
God’s divine power is the greatest agent for bringing
needed change and healing into the world.
2:00 pm • Saturday
January 13, 2018
First Church of Christ, Scientist
Monte Verde (at 6th)
Carmel, CA
Speaker Mark McCurties
says, “We all have a natural
desire to improve ourselves
and the world around us. In
my own life I’ve found that
letting God, divine Love,
guide and direct my efforts
brings permanent and
meaningful results.”

Image used under license from Shutterstock.com

Mark McCurties is a practitioner of Christian
Science healing and a member of the
Christian Science Board of Lectureship.
For more information call: 831-238-0556
or email: ceaston3@sbcglobal.net.
Childcare provided. Free parking.
This free talk is sponsored by the members of
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Carmel, CA.

Get your complete Pine Cone
every Thursday night by email —
Free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com
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POT
From page 1A
“These three classes were in addition to 16 hours of standardized field sobriety testing training we send all of our officers to after the police academy,” he said.
A state law that took effect in June 2017 appropriated $3
million to the California Highway Patrol for training state and
local law enforcement officers in drug recognition and impairment, according to CHP public information officer Oscar
Loza.
While it’s usually used to deal with drunk people, the state
law forbidding public intoxication applies regardless of the
intoxicant, Powell noted. If the person is so wasted that he
can’t take care of himself or others, or is “interfering with,
obstructing or preventing others from using a public street and
sidewalk,” he can be arrested.
But enforcing DUI laws on drivers high on marijuana is
more complicated, he said, because the state hasn’t established
a legal standard for defining DUI when the driver is impaired
from using pot. Alcohol-related DUI is defined by blood alcohol content (.08 percent), for instance, but no such measure
exists for cannabis use, yet.
“The State of Colorado is still trying to establish this
threshold, and they legalized recreational marijuana two years
ago,” Powell pointed out.
An increase in DUIs?
As they have in the past, officers will use the observation
skills they’ve developed in training to determine if someone
is too intoxicated from smoking or otherwise ingesting pot to
be driving.
However, a CHP Impaired Driving Task Force was created
to develop recommendations regarding the best practices, protocols, legislation and policies to address drug-related DUIs,
according to Loza.
“Law enforcement anticipates an increase in DUI resulting from the legalization of recreational cannabis,” he noted.
Data compiled by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration regarding fatal crashes indicate that since 2006,
the percentage of drivers with drugs in their system has risen
38.7 percent.
“As always, we will continue to enforce both state and local
law, issuing citations when the citation and violation warrant
it,” Powell said. “We encourage everyone to call the police
department to report violations when an officer is not present,
and will respond to investigate all reported illegal activity.”

Earthquake drill in P.G.
MEMBERS of the Monterey County Community Emergency Response Team will participate in an earthquake drill
Saturday, Jan. 20, from 8 a.m. to noon in Pacific Grove. Wearing green hats and yellow jackets, the 40 to 50 volunteers will
be scattered throughout town doing simulated rescues to test
their technology and techniques. Their command post will be
set up near the fire station on Pine.
Anyone with questions can call PGPD at (831) 648-3143.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

ZAP AWAY gum disease today!

40%
NEW YEAR SPECIAL

JANUARY
savings

n FDA Approved laser treatment for Gum Disease
n Usually done in less than 2 hours.
n Minimally invasive, no cut no stitches
n Our patients report little to no pain, NO DOWNTIME

Jochen P. Pechak DDS MSD
Diplomate, American Board of Periodontology

BOOK ONLINE

Appointments
Available for January 2018
Call Today

Perio & Implant Center
21 Upper Ragsdale Drive

New Patients Only

Full mouth case. Not to be combined
with any other offer. Expires 1-31-18

We have
opened new
appointments
for the new
benefit year

Monterey in Ryan Ranch
www.

GumsRus.com

We are a Delta Dental provider

Courtesy billing for all insurances.
Interest Free Financing available!

THE NEXT EVOLUTION
OF GARAGE-CONDOS
Monterey Motorsport Park is
coming in 2019, but with 30%
already sold, now’s the perfect
time to reserve your space.

montereymotorsportpark.com

(831) 647-2106

Sedation “Sleep” Dentistry

831 . 920 . 0009
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Cal Am to roll out video to explain
water bills to its customers
By KELLY NIX

H

Featuring unique & ColleCtible items
From
the galante/DevenDorF estate
the miChael reese ColleCtion

January 6 & 7
10AM to 5PM

8940 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel
(Folktale Winery Barrel Room)

Plenty of Parking - No Early Birds - Indoor Facility

AVING A difficult time deciphering
your water bill? Monterey Peninsula water
provider California American Water is rolling out a new personalized video that seeks
to take the mystery out of customers’ water
invoices.
Starting Monday, thousands of Cal Am
customers on the Peninsula will be emailed
a customized video explaining the myriad
charges, fees and taxes on their bills.
“We are looking for more and better ways
to communicate with our customers about
water charges, water use and conservation,”
Cal Am external affairs manager Catherine Stedman told The Pine Cone. “With our
tiered rates and number of surcharges on the
bill, it can definitely appear complex.”
Stedman said the 10,000 Cal Am customers on the Peninsula who have registered their
email addresses with Cal Am for autopay and
electronic billing will receive the roughly
three-and-a-half-minute video.
The utility uses software that compiles

customers’ billing information, including
their names, addresses, water use, and the
charges.
“From there, it generates the video that we
can email out to customers,” Stedman said.
The videos — which Cal Am will include
in bills for the next three months — will
break down the conservation surcharge, water district user fee, payment assistance and
Seaside Basin surcharges and both WRAM
surcharges.
“A WRAM [Water Revenue Adjustment
Mechanism] surcharge is a tool created by
the California Public Utilities Commission to
make up the difference between the amount
we need to run our water system and the
amount collected from customers,” the narrator for Cal Am’s sample video says. “The
WRAM allows utilities to recover losses due
to lower consumption and increased water
conservation.”
The video explains the five tiers by which
Cal Am charges customers and compares waSee BILLS page 30A

Large Collection of Steuben Crystal
Early 19th Century Oak furniture
American Victorian Mason & Hamlin Twin Pedal Organ
Numerous Antique Persian Rugs up to 11' x 14'
Maple Bedroom Set with Wedgewood Inserts
Francisco Zuniga Lithograph & Other Works
Major Collection of Early African Art
Early 19th Century Japanese Tansus
Large collections of Flatware & China
Vintage Photography & Historic Autographs
World War I & II Items
Antiques & Comic Book Collection
A screenshot from the video Cal Am plans to email to customers to help them understand their water bills,
which are so complicated, they include some prices expressed in numbers with eight decimal places.

Knowledge • Service • convenience
is why you should choose

Murphy’s

Helping to Build Carmel
since 1904

Seth Vesper
Lumber Specialist
18 Years Experience
Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County

831-659-2291
10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

Shown by Appointment
26125 Scenic Road

Carmel ■ 2 Beds, 2 Baths plus Bonus Room ■ 1,632 sq. ft. ■ $5,395,000 ■ www.26125ScenicRoad.com

Mary Bell ■ Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs
831.595.4999 ■ www.MaryBellProperties.com

CalBRE#00649274
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Lawsuit alleges that P.B. woman, law firm harassed neighbors over remodel
A

LONGSTANDING feud between Pebble Beach homeowners escalated last week when a couple filed a lawsuit
against their neighbor accusing her of waging a “campaign
of harassment” against them — included filing “false” and
“frivolous” complaints over the remodel of their house, and
even using surveillance cameras to watch them from her other
residence in Oklahoma.
In a suit filed Dec. 29, 2017, Chris and Sara Bardis contend that for several years, their uphill neighbor, Tracy Alford,
has made repeated complaints to the county — many of them
“trivial” — over the remodel of their home on Riata Road.
“Since 2014, Alford has undertaken a campaign of harassment against [the Bardises] by, among other things, filing and
prosecuting administrative and other challenges to their home
improvements, almost all of which have been withdrawn or
rejected,” according to the suit, filed in Monterey County Superior Court.
Fenton & Keller, the law firm which represented Alford,
is also listed as a defendant in the complaint, accusing it and
Alford of “malicious prosecution.”
‘False and harassing’
Alford fought the Bardises over an expansion of their driveway and the replacement of a fence. In both cases, though, she
lost challenges to the county’s approval of the projects.
Alford and Fenton & Keller “have continued to raise false
and harassing challenges to the plaintiff’s improvements”
with the purpose of causing the Bardises to “incur unnecessary attorney fees and other costs,” the suit says.
Completion of their remodel has been delayed for more
than a year “because of Alford and/or Fenton & Keller’s actions,” the suit says.

The Bardises also accuse Alford of invasion of privacy
for aiming surveillance cameras at their house and surveilling their property from her Oklahoma residence. The couple
seeks a court order prohibiting Alford from continuing to use
the motion-activated cameras.
“Alford’s actions are offensive, and they would be found
offensive by a reasonable person,” according to the lawsuit,
filed for the Bardises by Sacramento attorney Mark E. Ellis.

Alford — who has had legal representation by Fenton &
Keller attorney John Bridges — purchased her Bonafacio
Road house for $6.2 million in August 2007, while the Bardises purchased theirs in 2012 for $3.6 million, the county assessor’s office said.
Neither Bridges, Fenton & Keller or Alford responded to
email messages from The Pine Cone this week about the lawsuit.

6th and Junipero
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA
831.624.1805
carmelsfinest.com
Family owned and operated since 1981, Surf-n-Sand
General Store offers an abundance of everyday needs for all
occasions and is one of Carmel’s full-service, premiere wine,
liquor and craft beer shops.

Photo by Batista Moon Studio

By KELLY NIX

Our personal service is always top priority, therefore we
make sure that your visit is not only a pleasant one, but fast
and efficient, making sure that our check-out counters are
always open.
We are open daily at 11:00 am Monday thru
Friday and 10:30 am on Saturday and Sunday, serving lunch
and dinner, with a brunch menu on the week-ends.
“Monterey County Bank provides first class service and
banking needs. Their staff is very professional and easy to
work with. Their customer service and ability to perform
separates them from the competition. We are very pleased
to do business with Monterey County Bank.”

L to R: Stephanie Chrietzberg, SVP MCB;
Sarah Gaebelein, VP MCB Loan Officer; Ryan Sanchez;
Kerry Sanchez and Fermin Sanchez, Owners, Surf N Sand General Store — Wine & Spirits
Charles T. Chrietzberg, Jr., MCB President/CEO
$5,000,000
SBA Loan Limit

Ryan Sanchez, Kerry Sanchez,
and Fermin Sanchez, Owners, Surf n Sand

Call Monterey County Bank Today! (831) 649-4600
Member F.D.I.C. • Equal Housing Lender

MILÈNE CRISPIN, MD
CSI welcomes board certified dermatologist, Milène
Crispin, MD to our new Carmel-by-the-Sea office. Dr.
Crispin specializes in medical, surgical, and cosmetic
dermatology and has immediate openings for new
patients. Her credentials include:
Undergraduate: Dartmouth College
Medical School: Weill Cornell Medical College
Dermatology Residency: Stanford University
Mohs and Laser Fellowship: University of California, Davis

Dr. Crispin lives in Carmel with her husband, two sons,
and her beloved goldendoodle, Jada.
APPOINTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE WITH CARMEL’S ONLY
BOARD-CERTIFIED* DERMATOLOGISTS, DR. MILÈNE CRISPIN
AND DR. CHRISTINA WAHLGREN.

Carmel-by-the-Sea
NW San Carlos St. & 7th Ave Vandervort Court, Suite E
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921

(831) 574-4920

Pebble Beach

Salinas

Monterey

(831) 333-9007

(831) 757-1007

(831) 333-9008

*American Board of Dermatology

www.CAskin.com

Shop with us Online or In-Store!
Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

www.AnneThullFineArtDesigns.com
SW Corner of 5 th Ave and San Carlos Street , Carmel-by-the-Sea
(831) 293-8190
Anne@AnneThullFineArtDesigns.com
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Evensong Celebration
of the Epiphany of Christ
All Saints’ Church, Carmel
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6
SERVICE AT 5:00 PM
FOLLOWED BY A LIGHT
SUPPER AT THE BACK
OF THE CHURCH

DOLORES & NINTH,
CARMEL

Cannery Row Brewing Company hit with ADA claim
By KELLY NIX

A

WHEELCHAIR-BOUND man who said he was
unable to use a downstairs bathroom at a Cannery Row
restaurant because its elevator was not working has filed a
lawsuit in federal court against the eatery, owner Coastal
Luxury Management, and the landlord.
In a suit filed Dec. 28, 2017, Timothy Cleveland alleges
that when he visited the Cannery Row Brewing Company on
Dec. 30, 2015, and tried to use the downstairs restrooms, he
was told the elevator was out of service.
“He was informed the nearest accessible restrooms were
in a parking structure that would have required him to navigate outside the restaurant and encounter steep slopes,”
according to Cleveland’s complaint, filed in United States
District Court Northern District.
According to Cleveland, Cannery Row Brewing Company

“intentionally” left the elevator out of service in “conscious
disregard” of his civil rights. Cleveland also claims that there
are other barriers in the restaurant, including a lack of disability-accessible tables and dining and seating areas in the
bar.
Mike Zimmerman, chief operating officer for the
Cannery Row Company, which is listed as a defendant, said
Thursday that he couldn’t comment because the company
hadn’t yet been served with the complaint.
Besides being “frustrated and extremely upset” because
of the defendants’ “insensitive and illegal conduct,”
Cleveland said he’s experienced “loss of enjoyment, humiliation, embarrassment” and other “kinds of distress because
of the inaccessible condition of the restaurant and surrounding areas and the lack of accessible restroom facilities,”
according to the suit, filed for Cleveland by Oakland attorney
Steven L. Derby.
‘Committed to compliance’
Cleveland contends that the impediments amount to violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Besides seeking an undisclosed amount in monetary damages, Cleveland
wants a judge to order Cannery Row Brewing Company’s
owners to make the restaurant fully accessible for people
with disabilities.
David Bernahl from Coastal Luxury Management told
The Pine Cone he also hasn’t seen the lawsuit, but CLM
attorney Jeannette Witten issued a statement Thursday afternoon.
“We haven’t had an opportunity to fully review the complaint, however, our client has already started to investigate
the alleged facts,” Witten said. “Coastal Luxury Management
and Cannery Row Brewing Company are committed to compliance with the ADA, and they are taking this matter seriously.”
Coastal Luxury Management also operates the annual
Pebble Beach Food & Wine event.

Last Month

St. Moritz Sweaters

LIQUIDA
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T
Up TToo
Up

85%
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Monterey Pop-up Store
Liquidation Price

Original Price

Up to $60 ................. NOW $10
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Buy 3 or more & get an extra

10% Off

STILL PLENTY OF INVENTORY
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The folks helping prepare seniors’ taxes need your help, too
----By ELAINE HESSER

‘I

LOVE Schedule A!” enthused Juanita
Stoddard, and yes, she was talking about the
IRS form that allows taxpayers to itemize
deductions. She’s a volunteer with the
Alliance on Aging, where since 1980, IRScertified staff and volunteers have provided
assistance at no cost to anyone 60-plus, blind
or disabled, and people with low to moderate
incomes.
Last year, 22 volunteers helped more than
2,000 county residents fulfill their fiduciary
obligations to Uncle Sam — or, in many
cases, to get a refund check.
Program coordinator Sarah Guzman said
that demand for services outstrips her
group’s ability to help, and this year, their
numbers are down to 20. Last year, because
there weren’t enough people to go to them,
residents of Big Sur and Carmel Valley had
to be transported to the Carmel Foundation
for tax assistance, particularly to deal with
the implications of the Soberanes Fire and its
aftermath.
Thankful clients
Veteran volunteer Art Coffin came to the
group 10 years ago and said he’s motivated
to carry on by “the people that I meet, who
thank me very, very much.” Others who
worked in the program said much the same
thing, including Ralph Sackerman, a 5-year
volunteer who said he’d been a “finance
guy” in the wine industry his whole life
before retiring.
“It hadn’t been my intention to do any
more number-crunching for the rest of my
life,” he said. He was more interested in
learning to do Medicare counseling for the
Alliance, which he does, but then he got into
the tax prep, too.
“I like a challenge and it continues to be

a challenge. There all kinds of different situations to handle. It’s good to prove to yourself you can still hack the work, too,” the 87year-old laughed.
He’s not kidding that the challenges continue. Although the new tax code doesn’t
affect the returns they’ll be preparing this
spring, the code changes enough annually
that all the volunteers have to recertify with
the IRS each year.
Not scary
Don’t let that scare you off, say the volunteers. You can complete either an online or
hard-copy certification prep course at your
own speed, and Sackerman said that once
you get into it and see how all the forms fit
together, it’s not that intimidating. Plus, the
exam is open-book, but it’s a matter of knowing where to look for the information instead
of memorizing it.
A relative newcomer, Todd Schmidt is in
his fourth year working with the program.
He has a background in finance and accounting, and said that the course is interesting —
and for him, worthwhile, “The people are so
appreciative.”
Stoddard agreed. When she’s not being
excited about figuring out how to save her
clients more on their taxes, she’s just happy
to be able to help them, and has been doing
that for 12 years. Unlike some of her counterparts, she came to the program with a limited financial background.

of numbers.
She also said that tax preparers go to locations in
teams, so there’s always
someone to ask for help, and
the support she gets from
leaders like Guzman is
exceptional. “And it’s a lot of
fun,” she added.
There’s a limit to what the
volunteers can do, placed on
them by the IRS. People with
rental properties (including
the dreaded short-term variety), business losses and
businesses with employees,
Juanita Stoddard
Art Coffin
for example, are referred to
paid preparers.
Everyone The Pine Cone
talked to agreed on three points for prospecFinally, as Sackerman put it, “Just do it!”
tive volunteers — first, you don’t need a lot
Schedules are negotiable, and there are
of experience, just a basic understanding of locations in Seaside, at Oldemeyer Center, at
taxes.
the Sally Griffin Center in P.G., and at the
Second, people should plan to commit for Carmel Foundation, among others. Preparers
one full 10-week tax season, to get the com- also make trips to south Monterey County.
plete experience “You’ll have lots and lots of
The Alliance on Aging is holding an
support. Just be willing to give it a shot,” informational meeting for prospective tax
said Coffin. Stoddard said that there’s a preparers on Tuesday, Jan. 9 at 9:30 a.m. in
learning curve the first year, but that folks its Salinas office at 247 Main St. You can
should just hang in there and they’ll figure it contact Guzman directly at (831) 655-4242
out.
or sguzman@allianceonaging.org.

R YA N M E L C H E R

Teamwork
An elementary education teacher for 35
years, she once took an H&R Block tax
course, but worked for the firm only briefly
as a side job. That was 15 years before she
started volunteering with the Alliance. She
said she’s the example that proves you don’t
need an accounting background, just a love

Lynn Finnell, LMFTT, LAADC
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MARGARET SKILLICORN

RESONANCE REPATTERNING PRACTITIONER

SPECIALIZING IN THE RELEASE OF GRIEF, PTSD
& DAMAGING REPETITIVE LIFE PATTERNS
26555 CARMEL RANCHO BLVD, SUITE 4, CARMEL

831-277-4457

MARGARETSKILLICORN.COM
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New city clerk, finance manager on duty
By MARY SCHLEY

Business Leaders

Clarissa Rowe

Monterey County Bank
542 Lighthouse Ave. | (831) 320-1640

W

HEN CITY hall opened for its first business day of
the year Tuesday, two new employees walked through the
door: city clerk Tom Graves and finance manager Robin
Scattini.
“And they both came back the next day, so things are
looking good!” city administrator Chip Rerig told The Pine
Cone Thursday morning. Both will also be at the city council’s Jan. 9 meeting, when they’ll be introduced to the public.
Graves replaces Ashlee Wright, who had been the local
history librarian but was made city clerk by then-city administrator Doug Schmitz in May 2015, and who returned to run
the libraries after Janet Bombard retired last August.
Graves, who served in the U.S. Naval Submarine Service
in the early 1970s and graduated from UC Santa Cruz in
1978 with a history degree, obtained a master’s in psychology from Cornell University and then went back to work for
UCSC as a business officer. After he retired from that job in
2006, Rerig said, “he found his real passion as a city clerk.”
Since then, Graves — one of 54 people to apply for the
job — has worked for several different jurisdictions, most
recently as city clerk of Hollister, and before that, as assistant
city clerk for San Jose. He became a certified city clerk in
2010 and a master municipal clerk in 2015.
“He has worked through numerous elections, recall elections, initiatives and referendums,” Rerig said. “He’s intimately familiar with the Public Records Act but has the same
philosophy that I have, which is that we’re trying to be more
transparent.”

Law Offic
ffi e of

Sara Sen

Graves is receiving the top salary for a city clerk in
Carmel, $119,388 per year, as well as deferred compensation
of $100 per month, and retirement contributions.
“He really seems to have a penchant and a passion for city
clerking,” Rerig said. “He’s an effusive person. You can hear
him laughing — it’s great.”
‘Knows municipal finance’
Scattini, meanwhile, has been in finance for her whole
career.
“We stole her from San Benito Superior Court, where she
was the finance director,” he said. “She’s very astute — she
knows municipal finance — that’s all she’s ever done.”
Her resume is full of accounting and finance positions, all
in California, starting in 1994. That made her the top choice
from among 16 or 17 candidates, Rerig said, because she’s
very familiar with state reporting requirements, benefits, and
the other necessary details of a city’s financial operations.
“We’re about to update our finance system from the mid’80s,” he added. “She’s delving into these things.”
She’s also preparing for the midyear budget review, the
upcoming planning for next year’s budget, and determining
how to handle payroll.
“She’s going from 0 to 100 mph in a week,” Rerig said.
Scattini is receiving $110,472 per year, the middle salary
step for a finance manager in the city.
Rerig said he’s excited about the new hires.
“These people really have the right touch for the village,”
he said. “They’re very approachable, very friendly, very erudite, well educated and well experienced. So much of filling
positions in this village is fit, and both these folks are really
great fits. They’re going to serve this council very, very
well.”
He noted that of the nine department heads and senior
executives in city hall, he has hired or appointed seven of
them since coming on board in March of 2016.

SHIRLEY KIATTA, RN, CMC
• ELDER CARE CONSULTANT
• COMMUNITY RESOURCE SPECIALIST
• CERTIFIED GERIATRIC CARE MANAGER

Helping Families Make Informed Choices
I am an initial contact to…
Assess needs of client and family.
Identify resources to meet the client’s needs.
Assist in coordinating those resources.

2010 Business Excellence Award Winner
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

I will make home and hospital visits
Bill Derowski

Pacific Grove Hardware
229 Forest Ave. | (831) 649-9144

Monterey/Salinas Ofﬁces and Home Visits

479 Pacific Street, Monterey • 60 West Alisal Street, Salinas

2511 Garden Rd., Sui
u te A230 Monterey

831.645.9950

(831) 646-5424 | sgs
s enger@aatt.net

www.shirleykiatta.com / skiatta@msn.com

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

AT MID VALLEY CENTER, CARMEL
831.624.8509

Providing the highest quality medical and
surgical services for dogs and cats
V Therapeutic Laser V Diagnostic
V Trauma/EmergencyV Surgery V Digital Xrays
V Ultrasound V In House Laboratory

Ask about our Dental Special
and Wellness Profiles

Kick-Boxing
and Karate Classes

Introdu
uctory
Special Pricing
Private lessons available

831-372
2-3656
www.gregdow
g g wsdojo.com
j
Greg Dow ’s Ultima
ate Fitness Center
1169 Forest Avenue
v
- Paciﬁc Grove, CA

Susan Merfeld

Pebble Beach Company
P.O. Box 567, Pebble Beach |
(831) 624-3811
PACIFIC GROVE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(831) 373-3304 | WWW.PACIFICGROVE.ORG

Karl Anderson, DVM
U.C. Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine

Lori Anderson, RVT
Hospital Manager

Available for housecalls
for Euthanasia and other
situations as appropriate.
FREE EXAM FOR ALL
NEW PATIENTS

312 Mid Valley Center • 831-624-8509
Near Jeffrey’s Grill & Catering

Serving Carmel, Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Pebble Beach,
Paciﬁc Grove, Monterey and other surrounding areas.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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BELLE OPERATORS SAY TABLE SERVICE IS A HASSLE — AND A FAILURE
By MARY SCHLEY

J

UST TWO months after converting the back area of
their restaurant to table service in order to comply with city
codes, Carmel Belle owners Jay and Chloe Dolata are declaring the setup a disaster.
“It’s not working,” Chloe Dolata said. “We hate it.”
The Dolatas, if they could, would rather return to the days
when all customers at their Doud Arcade restaurant walked
up to the counter, ordered and paid, and were then brought
their food. It was less expensive to operate that way, and less
complicated. But city rules developed to keep places like
McDonald’s from opening in town don’t allow counter-service restaurants, and while the restaurant the Dolatas took
over eight years ago had predated the rule and was therefore
allowed to continue serving walk-up customers, the new
room they added in 2014 wasn’t afforded the same privilege.

The city told the Dolatas they were required to turn the back
section into a traditional table-service setup by early
November 2017 unless the laws changed — which they
didn’t.
They developed a plan they thought would work without
costing them too much more. People sitting at tables in the
back room hit a button for service. Then they order from the
person who comes to help, eat their meal and pay afterward
— just like at almost every other restaurant in town.

“This is by far the most painful problem we are experiencing,” she said. “We pay top dollar for our food, and we pay
our staff very well. We need every dollar to be a healthy operator.”
She also said the layout and processes are confusing for
customers, since part of the restaurant has counter service
and part of it doesn’t. “When a customer who has been waiting in line for five or more minutes is told once they reach
the front of the line that they can only sit at certain tables, it
infuriates them,” she said.
While hiring more people to keep track of people’s checks
and direct them to the right section might help solve those
problems, the Dolatas don’t want to raise their prices to pay
for more staff. With the rules unlikely to be changed in their
favor anytime soon, and with no way city officials could simply decide to let them operate in a way that violates the
codes, the couple will either have to continue tolerating a
less-than-ideal solution, or come up with a new one.

Dining and ditching
But their solution has problems. Perhaps due to the layout,
or the lack of enough staff to keep an eye on those back
tables, people have walked out on more than $2,000 in food
tabs during the past two months. “Dine and dash” is not
unheard of at other sit-down places, and cases of it occasionally appear in The Pine Cone’s Sheriff’s Log, but Dolata said
it’s putting a strain on their business.

(re-´ l-t r). n. Would give up center court
playoff tickets to show a house; distributes business cards
discreetly at weddings, funerals, movies, in checkout lines,
emergency rooms.
e e
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center court playoff tickets to show a house; distributes
business cards discreetly at weddings, funerals, movies, in
checkout lines, emergency rooms; problem solver, thinks
critically; experienced, professional; clients describe her as
caring, tenacious, bright, witty, forthright; brutally honest.
2. Carol Crandall.

At the NE Corner of the Historic Pine Inn

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

In Carmel Belle’s back room, customers sit at tables and press a call
button when they want to order. The owners don’t like the system.

P U B L I C
N O T I C E S
P U B L I C
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20172497
The following person(s) is(are) doing business
as: CENTRAL COAST PROPERTY CARE,
27880 Dorris Drive, Carmel, CA 93923.
Mailing address: 316 Mid Valley Ctr.
Suite 306, Carmel, CA 93923
Registered Owner(s):
S. A. BELLAVANCE LLC, 27880 Dorris Dr.,
Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: Monterey
This business is conducted by a limited liability company.
The registrant commenced to transact business under the ﬁctitious business name or
names listed above on Feb. 20, 2013.
S/ S. A. Bellavance, President
Dec. 9, 2017
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who
declares as true information, which he or she
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a ﬁne not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) (B&P Code 17913). I
am also aware that all Information on this
statement becomes Public Record upon
ﬁling pursuant to the California Public
Records Act (Government Code Sections
6250-6277).
This statement was ﬁled with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on Dec. 19, 2017
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision (a)
of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of ﬁve years
from the date on which it was ﬁled in the ofﬁce of the County Clerk, except, as provided
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it
expires 40 days after any change in the facts
set forth in the statement pursuant to Section
17913 other than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be ﬁled
before the expiration. The ﬁling of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this
state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation
of the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See Section 14411 et seq.,
Business and Professions Code).
Filing type: NEW FILING - with CHANGE(S)
from the previous ﬁling
Publication dates: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018.
(PC104)
SUPERIOR COURT
OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No.18CV000022
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: petitioner, REBECCA ANNE NAMNIEK, ﬁled a
petition with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:
A.Present name:
REBECCA ANNE NAMNIEK
Proposed name:
RIVKA ZANNA REVIVO
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must ﬁle a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at least

N OT I C E S
two court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection is timely
ﬁled, the court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
DATE: March 2, 2018
TIME: 9:00 a.m.
DEPT: 14
The address of the court is 1200 Aguajito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each week
for four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county: The Carmel Pine Cone, Carmel.
(s) Susan J. Matcham
Judge of the Superior Court
Date ﬁled: Jan. 3, 2018
Publication dates: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26,
2018. (PC105)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20172522
The following person(s) is(are) doing business
as: PUTTER PROPERTIES, 25334 Carmel
Knolls Drive, Carmel, CA 93923-8836.
Mailing address: 23820 Putter Way, Los
Altos, CA 94024-6317.
County of Principal Place of Business: Monterey.
Name of Corporation of LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: KLINE FAMILY BYPASS TRUST, 23820 Putter Way, Los Altos,
CA 94024-6317.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a trust.
The registrant commenced to transact business under the ﬁctitious business name or
names listed above on Dec. 4, 2017.
S/ Charles Kline, Trustee
Dec. 21, 2017
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who
declares as true information, which he or she
knows to be false, is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a ﬁne not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) (B&P Code 17913). I
am also aware that all Information on this
statement becomes Public Record upon
ﬁling pursuant to the California Public
Records Act (Government Code Sections
6250-6277).
This statement was ﬁled with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on Dec. 26, 2017
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision (a)
of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement generally expires at the end of ﬁve years
from the date on which it was ﬁled in the ofﬁce of the County Clerk, except, as provided
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, where it
expires 40 days after any change in the facts
set forth in the statement pursuant to Section
17913 other than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner. A new Fictitious Business Name Statement must be ﬁled
before the expiration. The ﬁling of this statement does not of itself authorize the use in this
state of a Fictitious Business Name in violation
of the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See Section 14411 et seq.,
Business and Professions Code).
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
Publication dates: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018.
(PC106)
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Worship

CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY
PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

Christian Science Church

Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m
Reading Room hours: 10 am to 4 pm Mon-Thu, 11 am to 3 p.m. Sat.
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

great REALTOR®

First United Methodist Church
of Paciﬁc Grove
www.butterﬂychurch.org

“Meditations on Epiphany”
The Rev. Pamela D. Cummings
Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., Paciﬁc Grove
(831) 372-5875

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
DOLORES & 9TH, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

Sunday 8 & 10:30 am
1st Saturday Evensong 5 pm

9th Avenue chapel entrance: Weekdays Morning Prayer 9 am

(831)-624-3883 www.allsaintscarmel.org

Saint John the Baptist

Church in the Forest

Erdman Chapel, Stevenson School
3152 Forest Lake Road • Pebble Beach • 831-624-1374
The Rev. Joanne Swenson, Th.D., Senior Minister
Join us Sunday at 9:15 AM
Laura Anderson, soprano, Musical Guest
COMPL IMENTARY gate access & valet parking

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30 PM fulﬁlls Sunday obligation.
Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM & 5:30 PM
Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 AM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Greek Orthodox Church
Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.
Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.
Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln).
(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com
Full schedule: http://www.stjohn-monterey.org/

Relationships
Sermon Series

3080 Rio Road, Carmel

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church) • 10 am Worship Service

Overlooked Bible Stories:
“Balaam & the Donkey”

Carmel Presbyterian church

10 am Worship Service

9:30AM traditional

Pastor: The Rev. Luke Ham

Nursery Care for Infants & Toddlers
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea
831.624.3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

join us sundays
11:00am contemporary
corner of ocean & junipero
www.carmelpres.org

to advertise call (831) 274-8654 or email anne@carmelpinecone.com
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MEARTH HABITAT PROJECT SEARCHING FOR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER 15 years at the MEarth habitat project — where
kids learn about organic gardening, plant biology, cooking,
environmental sciences and other lessons — executive director Tanja Roos is leaving at the end of February, and the
search is on for her replacement.
“In the perfect world, they will hire before I go, so there
is some overlap and training,” said Roos, who is leaving “to
pursue new and different ventures.”
Located next to Carmel Middle School, the 10-acre habitat project is a nonprofit that serves not just Carmel Unified
School District students, but other kids throughout the county. The produce from its organic garden is sold to local
restaurants, and its green classroom building hosts science
classes, cooking demonstrations and other gatherings.
According to tax records for 2015, MEarth took in
$468,066 and spent $485,087, finishing the year with a
$17,021 deficit. The previous year, the nonprofit ended
$101,633 in the black. Roos received a salary of $75,476 in
2015 and was listed as the only “key employee,” since lowerlevel workers are not included on the form. Total payout for
salaries, benefits and other compensation was $361,427 that
year.
“If you are looking to apply your passion for environmental stewardship, exceptional interpersonal skills, and out-

standing leadership prowess at a one-of-a-kind social good
organization in beautiful Carmel, MEarth needs you!” reads
the job notice on MEarth’s website.
“Please only apply if you are an eco-geek who is dedicated to educating and inspiring the next generation of environ-

mental leaders,” the notice reads. “Our deep love for our
work and our community is what makes MEarth truly exceptional.”
For information on how to apply, visit www.mearthcarmel.org and follow the links.

COTTAGE/STUDIO WANTED
I am a software designer, creator, and photographer
I am seeking a quiet month-to-month
stand-alone rental with privacy.
I can afford up to $1,300.00 per month
I keep to myself, rarely have friends over,
am responsible and mature, and I am looking
for the same in a person I rent from.
I am ready to move.



Thank you, Jeff Klamer

(831) 917-9028
email: jklamer@att.net
The MEarth habitat project needs a new executive director, because
Tanja Roos is leaving at the end of February.

(best way to reach me)
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Police investigating
strange letter at city hall

Monterey Bay
Eye Center

21 Upper Ragsdale Dr, Ste. 200
Ryan Ranch Monterey

By KELLY NIX

P

ACIFIC GROVE police are investigating a “suspicious” letter sent to an employee at city hall.
On Dec. 20, an unidentified worker in the city’s community development department — received the note.
“The author is anonymous,” Pacific Grove Police
Department Cmdr. Rory Lakind told The Pine Cone via
email message this week. “I can’t tell you what the author’s
reason for the letter was. It was not threatening, but more of
a suspicious nature.”
Although police declined to give the letter to The Pine
Cone or specify what was said in the note — including if it
was of a personal or professional nature — Lakind said it was
“clearly not normal correspondence between a city employee
and a civilian.”
“I am not sure if a crime was committed, but it was not a
letter that one would normally receive in the course of their
duties,” he explained.
The case is under investigation, and police are trying to
identify the author.

THE

DOOR

COMP
PA
ANY

GARAGE DOORS AND GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

TRUSTED, QUALIFIED, AWARD-WINNING
COMPLETE EYECARE FOR THE FAMILY
FULL MEDICAL, SURGICAL, AND OPTOMETRIC EYE CARE
PREMIUM LENS IMPLANTS • DIABETIC EYE CARE • GLAUCOMA EVALUATIONS
CUSTOM CONTACT LENS FITTINGS • ROUTINE EYE EXAMS
ROGER C. HUSTED, MD

“QUALITY AT
T A REA
ASONABLE PRICE”

NEW PATIENTS WELCOMED
LELAND H. ROSENBLUM, MD

THU K. NGUYEN, OD

— RYAN RANCH OPTICAL —

EYEWEAR FOR EVERY AGE, EVERY LIFESTYLE, EVERY BUDGET

montereybayeyecenter.com | 831.372.1500

MID VALLEY SELF STORAGE
ONE
MONTH
FREE
STORAGE
WITH A
YEAR
CONTRACT

93 UNITS
Ranging in size from
13 sq f t to 172 sq f t

7am UNTIL 7pm
“Clean and Secure”

Mid Valley Shopping Center on Carmel Valley Road
at 5.8 mi marker between Dorris and Berwick Drive

(831) 643-9400

Welcoming
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*
• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare
*In-stock inventory

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

INTRODUCIN
NG
OUR NEW
W
CARDIOLOGIIST
Dr. Mike
ike Lesser
DVM, DACVIM
M
Cardiology

Dr. Lesser is aavailable
for consultatioons on
Monday’s. Caall for an
appointment or ask your
veterinarian foor a referral.

CARMEL DRUG STORE

Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel
831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com
Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

451 Canyon Del Rey Blvd
(in the Stone Creek Center by Tarpy’ss)

831-899-PETS (7387)
www..thepetspeciallists.com
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Lee H. Brandenburg
June 8, 1930 – December 28, 2017

~ A Life Full of Kindness, Compassion & Boundless Energy ~
Lee H. Brandenburg, 87, of Monte Sereno and Pebble Beach, CA peacefully passed away surrounded by loving family and friends on December 28, 2017.
Lee lived his life to the fullest with purpose, determination and selﬂess dedication for those he loved and cared about as well as for the philanthropic causes he so
passionately supported. Lee was truly the original “Most Interesting Man in the World” — a one-of-a-kind special soul whose mold was broken the day he was born. He was
a multi-talented human being who shared his gifts so willingly with others — friends and strangers alike — always beginning with a hand shake or a hug. A brilliant man — he
was equally comfortable chatting with presidents and movie stars as he was with children and with the down and out. In truth, Lee was just a very down to earth fellow,
without pretense whatsoever.
Deeply admired and loved by his family and friends — both near and far — Lee lived a life full of boundless
energy sharing kindness and compassion. With his hallmark twinkly blue eyes, big beautiful smile and pleasant
demeanor, Lee was an incredibly caring person who went out of his way to make sure that no one felt excluded
from any conversation, activity or gathering. He cared deeply for his fellow man, his community and his nation.
Moreover, he was never one to say an ill-word about anyone, believing instead in the power of positive thinking.
Aside from being a successful real estate investor and developer Lee wrote two books: “The Captive American”,
which helped to spark political term limits in forty-seven states. He also wrote “The Dawn of Darkness,” a novel
about the Bataan Death March and the treatment of our prisoners in their prison camps in Manchuria, during the
Second World War. He co-produced with William Crain: “The Kid From Not So Big”, shown on HBO on Christmas
Day, 1989. His latest project is a screenplay he has been researching and writing. He invented the “immobile
home”, a concept that gave mobile home owners a private patio, gardens and garages.
With wife Diane, he was a proliﬁc philanthropist. Lee will be forever remembered for his unparalleled energy
in all that he did, all while singing his favorite songs or telling his favorite stories and jokes along the way. Lee and
Diane were beautiful partners in life, recently celebrating their 66th wedding anniversary, and to celebrate his 87th
birthday, Lee threw out the ﬁrst pitch at the San Jose Giant’s baseball game in June 2017.
Lee was born on June 8, 1930 in New York, New York to parents Jessie (Sokolski) and Melford Brandenburg.
He had one sister, Barbara (Goldberg) who pre-deceased him. Lee grew up in New York in the 1930’s and 40’s
and experienced ﬁrst-hand the effects of our nation’s Depression on his family, friends and neighborhood. It taught
him a thing or two about the value of a buck and about humanity for others. In the late 1940’s, Lee followed his mom
and dad to California. Lee attended San Jose State University where he became a member of the ROTC as well as
the Sigma Nu Fraternity and graduated in 1952 a proud Spartan. He would meet Diane Struble while at SJS and
in Lee fashion, actively wooed her to become his bride.
It was also at this time that Lee shipped off to Augusta, GA to obtain his ofﬁcers, O.C.S. training at Camp Gordon.
He then was stationed at the Presidio in San Francisco. He reached rank of First Lieutenant in the United States Army
and he was always proud of his service in the US military.
In the mid-50’s, after discharge, he decided to open a used car lot on West San Carlos Street known as The
Private Owners Auto Exchange. He often laughed when recalling that he repainted damaged cars with a stick in
lieu of a brush. Times were different back then, he’d remark with a chuckle.
Lee became a salesperson with the local San Jose realty ﬁrm of Stone & Schulte. After a few years of selling residential lots and earning between $125 and $175
commission per lot, Lee formed Empire Realty Company as his own real estate brokerage company as well as forming Brandenburg-Naylor, a development company intent
on creating his own residential subdivisions. Some of Lee’s subdivisions included the city of Saratoga’s Subdivision No. 1, Country Squire Estates, as well as Argonaut Glen,
portions of Mulberry Lane, Sweetbrier, and Briarwood in San Jose’s Willow Glen area, Wooded Hills of Almaden, Lynn Oaks in West San Jose, and so many others.
During this time Lee also branched out into small ofﬁce buildings, multi-family residential, and commercial retail - both strip centers and neighborhood shopping centers
such as Park Victoria, the ﬁrst center in the City of Milpitas, and Irvington Plaza, an early retail center in Fremont.
In the late 1960’s Lee recognized an opportunity in the market to provide low cost housing in a private atmosphere with luxurious recreational facilities and embarked
on developing adult mobile home communities in the South Bay.
He formed Brandenburg-Staedler in 1968 with Rudy Staedler to pursue these ventures and John V. Moore joined the team as a partner in 1972 to make it Brandenburg,
Staedler & Moore. Together they built 17 communities in six cities comprising almost 4000 spaces, which most the ﬁrm still owns, operates, and manages today.
In 1978, Lee was joined by his son Eric to form “Brandenburg Properties” and in 1983, was joined by Bill Baron, and in 1986 by Chuck Butters.
This team went on to acquire and develop over 15,000 acres of property in 6 states and in British Columbia, Canada. Notable achievements over the course of this
partnership include the nationally-acclaimed Cinnabar Hills Golf Club, a high-end public 27-hole golf club located in the heart of San Jose with the largest, most accurate
historical golf memorabilia museum west of the Mississippi. The team also obtained approvals for an over 1,500 residential/golf community known as Silver Creek Valley
Country Club in San Jose, re-claimed a 104-acre quarry on Capitol Expressway into a thriving retail and residential development and assembled 5.5 acres in downtown San
Jose destined to become home to 1,500 residential units. Countless other projects and investments located in northern and southern California, Texas, Louisiana, Georgia,
South Carolina and Florida kept Lee busy. And he loved every minute of staying busy.
Lee thought creatively and “beyond” most — as it was his passion to think, think hard and then think even harder. He was never afraid to ask a question, and he
encouraged others to ask as well. He regularly encouraged others to think outside the box and to ask “why” when an answer wasn’t feeling quite right. He was determined
to achieve what he set out to accomplish. If he didn’t have the skill, he’d learn it. If he didn’t know the answer, he’d study up. He was just one of those guys that was always
right in the middle of it all, and as a result, he learned valuable lessons along his life’s journey.
Lee, and Diane, have been recognized with a number of prestigious awards over the years due in part to their incredibly generous community spirit, including the San
Jose Medical Center Foundation Legacy Award, San Jose State University Tower Award, San Jose Legacy Award, Junior Achievement Business Hall of Fame, Glenn George
Heart of Philanthropy Award, Boy Scouts Character Award, and San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Community Volunteer Award.
Well known as his public gifts were, though, not as well-known was his generosity to strangers, friends, employees, and partners. A $100 tip to a restaurant wait person
would not be unusual, or ﬁnancial assistance to a down and out friend for monthly expenses, or staff, he helped in buying a much-needed car or even a house, or partners
he ﬁnanced into new projects - all were bettered because of his altruistic and giving approach to life.
Lee was regularly known to enter a room full of strangers and exit the same room full of friends as he was curious and always interested in chatting with and learning
about others. He had an expansive, inquisitive mind that allowed him to easily converse and was also regularly prepared to share stories of his own experiences.
He enjoyed traveling and in the process, would learn all there was to learn about his destinations and those he encountered along the way — most of whom became
friends. Clearly, all who had the good fortune to encounter Lee came away with a story or two, songs in their heart and mind, and also came away a better person as a
result.
In addition to travelling, Lee loved games, including Gin Rummy, but his true passion was golf. He loved the principles of the game: honesty, integrity, respect for history,
and of course, the fellowship. He was a founding member of the Spyglass Hill Golf Club and had golf memberships during his life, including: Almaden Country Club, La
Rinconada Golf Club, the Vintage Club, Sharon Heights and The Preserve. His most favorite, of course, would be Cinnabar Hills.
He was a regular attendee at The Masters Golf Tournament, and was a consistent amateur player in many televised golf tournaments, including the Bob Hope Desert
Classic, the Sinatra Invitational and the famed Crosby Clambake. At the latter, year after year Lee and Diane would regularly host house guests at their home on the 2nd
fairway at Pebble Beach, including Glen Campbell, Johnny Bench, Jack Lemmon, Foster Brooks, Arnold Palmer, Chip Beck and many, many others. There was always a
party going on at the Brandenburg’s — and everyone (and we really do mean everyone) was regularly welcomed with open arms.
By any measure, Lee lived a full and complete life — some would say more — without any reservations or holdbacks whatsoever. In late March 2017, however, Lee and
Diane’s eldest son Eric passed away from a sudden heart attack and as a result, both parent’s hearts were broken. Lee would acknowledge that he was never quite the same
in the aftermath. Through his transition, Lee now joins hands with Eric in heaven, together with Lee’s beloved mom Jessie, who had a very special bond with both men. Lee
also joins his father Melford and in-laws Dr. Homer and Adelaide Struble.
Who knows what Lee and Eric are up to high above us…but take a moment to chuckle knowing that God certainly has his hands full!
Lee is survived by his beloved wife of 66 years, Diane (who he lovingly called “Mufﬁn” or “GiGi” — embraceable terms for the caring soulmate Lee so enjoyed in his
life) and their three living children Karen, Gary and Bill. He is also leaves behind his four grandchildren Diana Lane (Jason), Brenten Brandenburg, Taylor Brandenburg and
Jackson Brandenburg, his two great grandchildren, Bella Grace Lane and Aiden Lane, his two favorite cats, Scamp and Miss Mufﬁt and an ofﬁce full of dedicated business
partners and team members. He is also survived by many cousins and second cousins located in the northeast.
A Celebration of Lee’s Life — well, he wanted a “big-ass party” and we’d be remiss if we didn’t share it that way — will be held in the coming months for friends and family
to enjoy. In lieu of ﬂowers, the family suggests that you take a moment to reach out and express a random act of kindness to family, friends or strangers alike. After all, Lee
believed that if only our world could be a little kinder with a bit more shared empathy among us, we’d certainly be better off. And only if your spirit is inclined to do so, you
are welcome to contribute to The Silicon Valley Children’s Fund, The Forgotten International, The Tibet Fund or a non-proﬁt organization you care about in honor of Lee
Brandenburg and his incredible life of selﬂessly giving to others. Lee will be missed, though never, ever forgotten.
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County zeros in on short
term rentals in Big Sur
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

FTER YEARS of controversy and debate, the
Monterey County Planning Commission will hold its first
workshop on specific regulations for short-term rentals in
Big Sur Wednesday, Jan. 10, in Salinas.
Many Big Sur residents have lobbied for establishing a
separate set of regulations for short-term rentals in Big Sur,
where many homes are difficult to access due to long, narrow
and winding roads — and the risk of wildfire is constant.
Discussions about short-term rentals down the coast were
tabled early last year when road troubles along Highway 1
made travel to hearings in Salinas difficult or impossible.
While Big Sur locals will have an opportunity to talk at
the meeting about the many issues surrounding short-term
rentals in Big Sur, the chief
focus of the hearing will be to
determine whether it’s more
appropriate to create regulations at the county level —
An issue
which can be done relatively
quickly — or incorporate
that’s creating
those rules into the Big Sur
‘conflict and
Land Use Plan, which could
take considerably longer,
strife’ among
county official Melanie
residents
Beretti told The Pine Cone.
“There are a number of
pathways forward,” Beretti
suggested. “The planning
commission needs to decide
what path to take. This is the first step in coming up with specific regulations for Big Sur.”
Beretti said that Big Sur residents are “very divided” over
short-term rentals. “It’s creating conflict and strife,” she
reported.
Complete ban?
Some Big Sur locals have called for an outright ban on
short-term rentals, but that is unlikely to happen, in part
because the California Coastal Commission supports some
short term rentals in the area.
When asked if there could be places in Big Sur where
short-term rentals are banned, Beretti responded by saying
“there could be areas where limitations to short-term rentals
are appropriate.”
Beretti said it’s too early to say if any other workshops
will be scheduled to address regulating short-term rentals
specifically in Big Sur.
The workshop starts at 1:30 p.m. The county government
building is located at 168 W. Alisal.
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PETER MICHAEL COAKLEY

H

January 14, 1962 – December 3, 2017
Carmel Valley, CA

e was a dreamer and a builder with a quiet
charm that attracted people wherever he went.
Peter Michael “Mike” Coakley, born January 14,
1962, passed away peacefully
on December 3, 2017, in
Walnut Creek, Ca, with his
parents and sister at his side.
His interest in construction was
evidenced at an early age. At 7,
living in Aspen, Colorado, he
designed and planned to build
his own home in the backyard
of the family residence…but without a kitchen.
“Where will you eat?” asked his mother. “Oh, I’ll
come in to eat with all of you.”
In middle school in Aspen, he scooped ice cream
at Baskin-Robbins. He became an avid skier and
captained his high school ice hockey team. And
winter time saw him building snow lodges in the
woods for his outdoor camping. He later graduated
from Carmel High School.
After attending the University of Colorado at
Boulder, Mike formed Coakley Construction
Company and began projects in Truckee, San
Francisco and Newport Beach, including building
vacation homes in Tahoe-Donner, multi-million
dollar homes at Lahontan at Lake Tahoe and Park
City, Utah, restaurants and homes in the Sacramento
area and remodeling projects in San Francisco and
Orange.
Mike leaves a son, Cody, Cody’s mother Berril
Coakley of Orange, Ca; a sister, Katharine Coakley
Baker, of Portland, Or; father, Peter Coakley and
his wife, Diane of Carmel Valley, Ca; mother, Janice
McGregor Wren of Walnut Creek, Ca with whom
he spent his final days; stepfather, Ron Wren of
Walnut Creek; and scores of friends, cousins and
step-siblings who knew and loved him.
A memorial service will be held at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church, Carmel Valley Village on
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2018 with prayer service at 11 a.m.
and a celebration of life immediately following in
the church hall.

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact
anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654

Nancy Kareen Heitzman
March 25, 1937 ~ December
D
23, 2017
Carmell Valley
a

N

ancy K. Heitzman, a native of Chicago, has lived locally
l
for the past ﬁfftty years, most recently with her
d
daughter
and grand
dson. Afftter receiving her RN degree
d
from the Julia F. Burnhaam School of Nursing in
Illinois, she began her forty
f
-ﬁve year nursing careerr. Nancy worked at Cottage Ho
ospital in Santa Barbara
then as Director of Nursees at Beverly Manor in Montereey and Katherine Care Center in
i Salinas. She retired as
charge nurse at Carmel Vaalley Manor.
Nancy ser ved as an omb
budsman for Monterey Countyy. She bred Doberman Pinsch
hers and traveled to dog
shows all over the world including Japan, Brazil and New Zealand as a judge of her favorite breed. Nancy
was a longtime member of the Doberman Pinscher Club
C
of America and the Del Monte Kennel Club. She
particularly enjoyed vacations spent at Lake Taahoe.
Nancy is sur vived by her children, Jeff Hogans of Sallinas and Sharon Simpson of Carmel Vaalleyy. She was
especially devoted to her grandchildren, Christina Luciano, Jordan Simpson and Ryan Hogans and her
great-granddaughter, Vaanessa. She is also sur vived by her nephews, David and John, many extended family
members in Illinois and her step-children, Jeri and Aaron.
A
Nancy was preceded in death by her husband,
Frank Heitzman; her parents, Helen and Dick Kamerer ; her siblings, Richard, Anne and Karen and her nephew
w,
Freddie.
Private family ser vices will be held. Memorial contributions are suggested to the Dob
berman Pinscher Club of
America. To sign Nancy ’s guest book and leave messaages for her familyy, please visitt www
w..thepaulmortuar y.
com.

Joan Schwing Parkerson
1931 Y 2017

Joan Schwing Parkerson died peacefully on
December 29 after a courageous battle with
cancer. She was preceded in death by her loving
husband, Godfrey Ross Parkerson, as well as her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Poynter Schwing,
Jr., and siblings, Carolyn Schwing Howard, and
Samuel Poynter Schwing III.
“Pie-z” was born in November 1931 and
grew up in New Orleans. She graduated from
Isidore Newman School and attended Sophie
Newcomb College. After marrying the love of her
life, Godfrey, in 1953, she provided a lifetime of
unconditional love to her children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She was a member of the
Garden Study Club of the Garden Club of America,
the National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America, the Debutante Club of New Orleans, and
the Junior League of New Orleans. She was also an
active member of Trinity Episcopal Church, where
she enjoyed attending eucharist chapel services
with family and friends.
Pie-z loved people and was the quintessential
hostess. She was known for her lively dinner parties
in New Orleans, as well as her beloved Carmel,
CA., where the weather was always “marvelous,”
even when it was foggy. She had a very active life
at Lambeth House and enjoyed sharing time with
friends for lunch, bridge, and “Rummikub.”
Pie-z is survived by her children, Alice Blakemore
Parkerson and Godfrey Bruce Parkerson (Jennifer)
of New Orleans. In addition, she is survived by
her grandchildren, Samuel Parkerson McEnery
(Marti), Joan McEnery Browne (Patrick), Godfrey
Ross Parkerson II, John Stirling Parkerson, and
Sarah Woodward Parkerson. She is also survived
by ﬁve great grandchildren and many nieces
and nephews. A memorial service will be held
on January 5, 2018, at Noon at Trinity Episcopal
Church. In lieu of ﬂowers, memorial donations may
be sent to Trinity Episcopal Church, 1329 Jackson
Ave., New Orleans, LA 70130 or an organization of
your choice.
To view and sign the guestbook, visit
www.lakelawnmetairie.com

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff
Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8646
Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach
Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley
Meena Lewellen
meena@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8655
Monterey • Paciﬁc Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Dixon
jessica@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8590
Service Directory,
Classiﬁeds • Church advertising
Vanessa Jimenez
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8652
Legals • Accounting • Subscriptions
Irma Garcia • irma@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8645
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D I R E C TO RY

Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM • Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL.
w AUTO MECHANIC

w CARPET CLEANING

JW Transmissions
Domestic, Foreign, Automatic or Standard

For the cheapest deal bring me
just the transmission.
(Removal and re-installation available for extra fee)
3 YEAR WARRANTY ON
REBUILD TRANSMISSIONS!

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

DRYGREEN

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Serving the Monterey Peninsula for 16 years!
Non-Allergenic • Low Moisture Cleaning
Specializing in:
Pet Odor/Stains, Red Wine Spills, Coffee, and Soda
Safe for Kids and Pets
Insured • Residential • Commercial
www.drygreen.biz

831-210-9471

James 805-218-9415
w BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING

Liz Avery

NEED HELP GETTING YOUR
TAX NUMBERS TOGETHER?
CommerCial or Private

Bookkeeping conveniently done in your home office.

831.917.3962

Making Your Life Easier!

w CABINETRY
AMBROSE POLLOCK
CABINETRY, FURNITURE & MILLWORK

Handmade furniture, cabinetry, fine woodworking since 1979 by craftsman Ambrose Pollock.
Millwork welcomed, wide belt sanding service
available, repairs on valued antiques, slabs
and local woods available at our local shop
at 26550 Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel.
Licensed state contractor #409836, bonded, insured, “old school” service and guarantee. Call
831.625.6554, email woodart@sbcglobal.net
and website carmelfurnituremaker.com .
TF

FREE SINK CABINET
OR CORNER CABINET

w CARPETS & FLOORING

Bereman Carpets

Lewellen Built
GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM CABINETS

Paul Lewellen 831.917.4698
831.917.4698
CA LIC. #1010385
LewellenBuilt@yahoo.com • CA Lic#1010385

w ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960
Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs
Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar
CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL
wwCONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

Building Custom Estates to Kitchen & Bath
Remodels, Carpentry, Concrete, Stone, Tile, Doors &
Windows, Decks, Plastering, Hardwood Floors, etc.!
We also provide construction management.
No Job to Small
Carmel, CA

Call 831-238-8289

FIREWOOD

Dry Oak Wood, Dry Eucalyptus.

Cords and
half cords of each.
Free delivery.

SEASONDED FIREWOOD
OAK, PINE & EUCALYPTUS
SPLIT & DELIVERED
ALSO, CRUSHED CONCRETE
WOOD CHIPS, & TOPSOIL

If you need a helping hand

CNA/HHA I can take care of all your health needs
Cook / Clean / Errands
Over 30 years exp. Excellent References.

Laura (831) 643-2021

Home Care w/ Reliable Dutch Touch

Pet Sitting and Security Checks
Transportation and Errands • Spanish Instruction
Carmel Resident w/ References

carmeldutchtouch@gmail.com

(831) 521-5224

CAREGIVER

Caring, loving, trustworthy.
Housekeeping, transportation,
Meal preparation, errand services etc.
Hospice care, reasonable rates,
Excellent references 26 years experience.
hourly, over night and can do live in.

CALL NINA (559) 253-3024

WWW.CASTBINC.COM

OFFICE 831-269-3064

Caribou Construction Co.
EXPRESSLY CARMEL DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

Serving Carmel & the Entire Central Coast Since 1979

Unparalleled Customer Service - Uncommon Professional Results
Custom Homes
Remodeling
Additions
Interior Design

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Cabinetry
Granite/Marble

Hardwood Floors
Doors
Windows
Plastering

Fireplaces
Porches/Decks
Fences/Gates
Patios/Trellises

Professional - Trustworthy - Punctual - Clean - Affordable

624-1311
A+ Rating
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
www.BBB.org/SanJose/

FREE ESTIMATE
California State License # 385545
www.caribouconstruction.com

Carmel Kitchens & Baths offers you unique
designs from a team of certified kitchen & bath
professionals with over 45 years of experience

831.620.0262

www.FineCarpetCare.Com

LoCaLLy owned & operated

w GARAGE DOOR
Lic. #900218

Garage Door and Motor Service,
Repair & Installation Steel, Wood, or Aluminum Garage Doors.
Free Estimates (831) 655-1419

(831) 624-4667

www.carmelkitchens.com
26386 Carmel Rancho Lane, Carmel, CA 93923

(831) 761-0738

w HANDYMAN
JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE

HOUSLEY DEEDS

Repair & adjustment of cabinets & furniture.
Grand staircase Design and build.
Curved and standard. Super-handyman.

831-238-6088

Carmel Resident

Local References

w HAULING
TRASH IT BY THE SEA

CA LIC 658346

A-1 OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.
Serving Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties Since 1969

Repairs & Service of
Garage Doors & Garage Door Openers
Family owned & operated • Free estimates

(831) 655-2176 • (800) 969-8821
www.aonedoor.com

w GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION
Driveways, Patios,
Retaining Walls,
Eco-Friendly
Landscaping
& more!

Basic Design & Estimate

CUSTOM DESIGN - CUSTOM SERVICE

ROOF LEAKS • 25 YRS ROOFING EXP.

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs,
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry, Roof Debris,
Plumbing/Electrical Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831)
402-1638 Lic. #821763 / Bonded
1/12/18

CALL TODAY for a FREE

Holiday Special!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT • INSURED

Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Painting, and
code compliant laundry water irrigation
systems. Lic. # 889019
(831) 595-9799 			
TF

1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove • www.lighthousedoorandgate.com

Lifestyle- It’s time for a change!

w CARPET CLEANING

3 ROOMS
FOR

CLEANING SERVICE

CHAIR REPAIR
CHAIR DOCTOR
(831) 236-8395

Lic. 959402

Gate Service, Repair & Installation. Fabricate Custom
Wood & Steel. We work on any motors.

RICK'S ROOF & GUTTER

w FURNITURE REPAIR

Providing caregivers and companions under private
arrangements throughout Monterey County

CAREGIVER

Lic. #900218

ROOF & GUTTER
CLEANING
ww GUTTER
CLEANING

Lic. # 830762

Monterey Peninsula
CUSTOM HOMES, REMODELING, ADDITIONS,
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM RENOVATIONS,
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MANAGEMENT.

w GATES

(831) 655-1419

(831) 915-3557

Call Jimmy

Residential • Commercial

(831) 899-5613

Showroom: 1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA

All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing

Abundant Personal
Care Services

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl

(831) 385-5371

ON-LINE FENCE

w CAREGIVER / HOME CARE

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Call Steve today for a free estimate!

w FENCES AND DECKS

M-F 8:30am-5pm • Sat 10am-2pm
557 Charles Ave., Seaside
831-899-4033 www.cabinetsandsuch.com

www.abundantpersonalcare.com
California HCO #274700006

Dirty Floors?
TF

CALL (831) 633-4420

A Division of Kitchen Studio of Monterey Peninsula Inc.

License #
916352

w FLOOR CLEANING

OAK FIRE WOOD

Hurry! Offer expires 12/21/17

Call for a consultation
(831) 626-9500 or (831) 444-9500

(831) 233-2871

Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.
(831) 601-9728 			

w/purchase of 12+ cabinets

CABINETS & SUCH

Specializing in: Full Service Maintenance,
Landscape Renovations, Low Voltage Lighting,
Landscape Hard/Soft Installation

Serving Monterey
Peninsula
Since 1981

w FIREWOOD

CA Lic# B803407

Cabinets • Islands • Vanities • Countertops
Accessories • FREE Price Comparisons

Hands on owner/operator
Wishes everyone a Merry Christmas
and a happy healthy new year!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Credit Cards Accepted

BUILDER BY THE SEA
Custom Homes – Estates
Remodels – Additions

Robert Dayton
Landscaping

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

(831) 659-2105

Family owned and operated since 1977

Free Estimates
Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl, Laminate,
Luxury Vinyl Plank
Commercial & Residential
1070 Del Monte Ave., Monterey • 831-373-7759
“Your satisfaction is our goal” - Bereman Family

w GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

831-206-8795
Fully Licensed & Insured #841042

www.BlackDiamondLandscape.com

Hauling is my calling. Yard waste and household debris. Call Michael (831) 624-2052 or
(831) 521-6711. 			
TF

w HOUSE CLEANING

Repairs & Service of Garage Doors,
Garage Door Openers, Gates & Gate Opener

• FREE ESTIMATES • PROMPT REPAIRS
• RELIABLE SERVICE
• COMPETITOR’S COUPONS HONORED
15 Yrs. ExpEriEncE • profEssional & ExcEllEnt rEfErEncEs

Isabel’s Management Services

A-1 OVERHEAD

CO.
Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel,DOOR
PG & All of
Monterey Bay
Residential
• Commercial•• House
Management
(831)
655-2176
(800)
696-8821
Ideal for Realtors
• Vacation Homes .com
• Power Wash
www.aonedoor
Window Cleaning
• Move
& Move Out
State License
# In
658346

Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697

Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

Lily’s House Cleaning

Excellent References Available.
15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning
(831) 917-3937 (831) 324-4431
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P.G. city manager gets $4,500 per month for housing and transportation
n Perk is part of new contract

replace then-city manager Tom Frutchey. Harvey was the
sixth highest paid employee in the city in 2016, earning
$189,807.36 in pay and benefits.
His new contract, which took effect Dec. 31, 2017, and
supersedes his April 2016 contract, includes a $4,000 per
month “housing and transportation” reimbursement plan,
which allows Harvey to fly to Long Beach on the weekends
to see his children, Mayor Bill Kampe told The Pine Cone.
Harvey “can’t move his kids up here, so the council has
supported the idea that we like to see families stay connected,” Kampe said.
Besides airfare, Harvey can use the money for hotel

By KELLY NIX

P

ACIFIC GROVE city manager Ben Harvey’s revised
employment agreement includes a $4,000 per month reimbursement plan to fly to Southern California on the weekends
to see his children and a $500 per month car allowance,
according to the contract approved by the city council in late
December.
On Dec. 20, 2017, the council voted to continue employing Harvey, who began working for the city in early 2016 to

S E RVI C E

expenses and/or a mortgage on a house, Kampe explained.
Harvey’s base salary also increased from $160,000 to
$168,000, and his housing and transportation plan increased
by $1,000, Kampe said.
“This contract brings [Harvey] up to 95 percent of median
compared to comparable jobs,” Kampe explained.
Frutchey’s base pay was higher than Harvey’s, but he didn’t get a hefty monthly allowance.
Harvey will receive $1,000 per month toward health, dental and vision benefits, and $50,000 in life insurance. The new
contract also says Harvey would receive a one-time relocation
benefit of $5,000.

DI R E C TORY
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u
y, 3:00 PM • Email yo
our ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com NOTICE: SERVIICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLLY BY EMAIL.
Z HOUSE CLEANING
Carmel
Carmel-by-the-Sea
Ca
C
armel-by
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Sea
Seeaa Profes
PPrrofe
ooffes
feeesssional
House
Ho
ousse Cleaning
Cle
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eaaning Servi
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Se
erv
rvvice
Vaacation Homes & Regular Cleanin
ng
Lo
owest price on the Central Coastt

8331-2
831-236-7133
-23
2336-7713
71133
33

Kofm
man Enterprises Inc.
PAINTING CO NTRA CT OR/GENERAL CONTRA CT OR
Quality wo
orkmanship at reasonable
e
prices.
No job is too sm
mall! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your
window or pa
aint your entire house. Senior citizen discount.
Fast Response • Man
ny local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please c
call us at

Call toda
ay foor a frree
e estimate, you will be very satisﬁ
sﬁed!!

A1BEST HOUSEC
CLE
CL
EANER
20 years experien
nce
Residential
6HU YLQJ&DUPHO0RQWHUH\3DFLȿF*U
EXCELLENT REFERENCE
REFEREN
NCE
ES

MAUREENE CABLE -

OWNER

(209) 662-9
9555

T WO GIRLS
FROM C ARMEL

TwoGirlsF
Gi l FromCCarmell.com

Z MOVING
J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize in
high-value household goods. Excellent references available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. Call Jim
Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 901-5867.
TF

Z PAINTING
A

Lic. #686233

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHE
ES

License # 710688
POWER WASHING

P.O. Box 4691
3921
Carmel, CA 93

(
) 238-1095
C-(831)
(831) 622-7339
9

TREE TRIMM
MING
REMOV
VA
VA
AL • PLA
ANTING
30 Ye
ears on the Monterrey Peninsula

JOHN LEY

8 31.277
7 7 .6332

TREE SERV
VICE

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
T
CA L IC . 66 08 92

Z WINDOW CLEANING

GILROY PIANO OU TLET
NEW PIANO STORE
L ARGE SELECTION

We Deliver/Pickup to Carmel

NEW-USED-REBUILT-CONSIGN
KAWAI
A - STEINW
WAY - YA
AMAH
HA
BALDWIN & PLAYER
Y R PIANO SYSTEMSS
Please Call or Check Website for
STORE HOURS or for Appointments

JB Window Clleaning
Residential & Com
mmercial
Mirrors - Screens - Solar Panels
a
- Graffiti
Skylights - Rain Gutters - Haard Water
a Stains

Jorge Bracamontes 831.601.1206
8
WWW.JBWINDOWCLEANING.NET

408 767 29
408-767-29
990 • 8401 Church Street/W
Welbur
e
n
See O
Our Website
e
for Bargains & Inventor y

Lorem ipsum
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WW
WWW
G
GILR
O
YPIAN
OOUTTLET
LETT.
C OM
WWW.
WWW
W..G
GILR
GILROYPIANOOUTLET
RO
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NOOUT
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.COM

Z ROOFIN
NG

Rooﬁn
ng & Solar Peerffeected
(
(831)
375-8158
ZZZGRULW\URR¿QJFRP

Lic. #728609

WILL BULLOCK PA
PAINTING & RESTORING
Intterior and ex
xterior. Toopp quality
q tyy ye
yet economical.
Residential specialist
st - 35 yyrs.
rs. loocal re
references.
eferences.
FFull
ull range of services.
servvices. FFully
ully insureed, member BBB,
EPA
EP
PPA
A cert
certiﬁed
rtiﬁﬁed ﬁrm. Lic. #436767 willbullo
ockpainting.com
Call 831.625.3307 or 831.277.89522 for a free estimate

COLOUR Painting & Decorating
colourpainting@yahoo.com

Interior/Exterior Painting • Custom Faux Finishes
Cabinet Reﬁnishing • Drywall Repair
Pressure Wash • Deck Restoration • Lic.#948239

Call for free estimates (831) 236-2628

67 YEARS SERVVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS
Roof and
a ground mount systems

(831) 394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

Z TREE SE
ERVICE
IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE
& STUMP REMOVAL
A
Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured
Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

QUAL ITY & LOW COST
TREE
REE SER
SERVICE
RVICE
RV
V
Trimming,
rimming, Topping,
Removal & more.

SER
RV
VICE DIRECTORY
DEADLINE:
LINE TUESDAY 33:00
00 PM

Get your complete
Pine Cone
by email
- free subscriptions at
www
w.carmelpinecone
.
m
.com

Israel
s ae Lagunas
agu as Owner

(831) 521-0
0570

Z PIANO

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426

(831) 901-8894

Visa/Mastercard ac
ccepted

Experienced • Professional
Friendly Toouch for
o 30 years

So Many D ustballs
So Little
Littl Tiime

Z TREE SERVICE

Z PAINTIN
A
NG

Free estimates.
Bon ded & en
Bonded
ensured.
sur ed.
Lic.
Li
c. #1031715
#10 31715

831.402.2746
31.402.2746
Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com

Z WIND
DOW COVERINGS

Rod Woodard
o
– Interiors
Wiindow & Floor Coverings, Since 1986
ROD WOODARD, OWNER

Free In-Home
I
Shopping
(8831) 625-5339
25270 Alleen Place, Carmel CA 93923
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LETTERS
From page 20A
opportunity to keep it in a natural pristine
condition in public ownership.
With all the money Washington wastes
each day on bickering, is this a valid point?
Again, nature is second to man’s domination even in Big Sur where protection is so
desired.
Would Congressman Panetta prefer condos here or condors?

Chris Mack,
Carmel

Thanks are due
Dear Editor,
Congressman Jimmy Panetta deserves a
resounding thank you for acknowledging the
problems public agencies like the United
States Forest Service face when they try to
prepare for wildfires and suppress them on
public land, by his opposition to forest service acquisition of the Adler Ranch.
The Adler Ranch is the location of almost
two miles of a critical firebreak on private
land, which was used to stop the Basin
Complex Fire from burning through the Palo
Colorado area after the forest service
allowed the fire to burn over a historic firebreak in the national forest.
Here is a link to our former Cal Fire unit
Chief testifying to the Board of Supervisors
how the Forest Service’s failure to open firebreaks in the national forest increased the
Basin Fire’s threat to lives, property, and
resources
in
Monterey
County:
www.tinyurl.com/Chief-H-Testimony.
Numerous local, state, and federal laws
act to hinder and block public agencies,
including the forest service, from maintaining fuel breaks on public land before fires
break out, and from acting to open firebreaks
during wildfires. The problem also applies to
private land, though to a lesser extent.
Such laws are irrational given the need
for public agencies and private landowners
to prepare for wildfires before they start, and
act without delay when they are burning.
An example is the 2002 bill former Sam
Farr introduced, which moved wilderness
boundaries over Forest Service wildfire fuel
break locations, and over an historic firebreak, causing the Forest Service to abandon
the fuel breaks and delay opening the firebreak during the 2008 Basin Fire.
Here is a link to a petition that provides
details on some of the problems: www.PaloPetition.weebly.com.
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As wildfires kill Californians and destroy
their homes, politicians hesitate to amend
life-threatening laws because they fear being
attacked by environmental activists who consider the laws untouchable, and who receive
unquestioning support from much of the
public.
My hope is more people will start to
question the wisdom of supporting environmental activists who give a low priority to
protection of lives, homes and businesses
from wildfires.
A start would be to contact Congressman
Panetta’s office and thank him for opposing
public acquisition of the Adler Ranch, and
urge him to introduce legislation to fix the
numerous federal laws that act to increase
the threat from wildfires.

Michael Caplin, Big Sur

‘Make the promise’
Dear Editor,
We have had far too many moments of
silence since Sandy Hook. Our children and
community deserve real action to stop the
epidemic of gun violence in our country.
We’re not alone and we’re not helpless.
There are many seemingly simple, yet powerful things we can do today!
More and more of our neighbors are uniting to bring the change we need. The phones
in Congress are ringing off the hook with
calls for commonsense gun reform, peaceful
rallies are growing in numbers in cities
across the country, and families and friends
are gathering together in their own living
rooms to talk about bringing violence prevention programs to their schools. The
movement is growing and we must keep it
growing.
There is reason to have hope that we can
prevent gun violence before it happens
through sensible gun safety laws and programs in our schools and communities that
help us identify the signs and signals before
a shooting happens and intervene.
To keep this hope alive and bring the
change we need, I am asking everyone to
take two simple actions today. First, call
Representative Jimmy Panetta at (202) 2252861 or email him by using the form at
panetta.house.gov/contact and ask that he
support gun violence prevention legislation
to keep guns out of dangerous hands.
Secondly,
“Make
the
Promise”
at www.sandyhookpromise.org and help
bring Sandy Hook Promise’s violence prevention programs to our schools and community.
Allyson Kavner, Carmel

Council to talk about trash programs,
water project and Flanders Mansion
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

D

URING THEIR first meetings of the
year, city council members will tackle
closed-door legal matters and receive presentations on garbage and water Monday,
and will discuss possible uses for aging
Flanders Mansion and talk about revising
fees for special events and activities Tuesday,
according to draft agendas for the Jan. 8 and
Jan. 9 meetings.
They’ll also vote on a lot of routine business items at the Jan. 9 meeting.
While several court cases and other topics
are planned for the closed session at 4 p.m.
Monday, the council is scheduled to go to
open session at 6 p.m., when they’ll hear presentations from Monterey Regional Waste
Management District GM Tim Flanagan on
“regional and local waste diversion programs,” and Cal Am engineering manager

Chris Cook on the water company’s supply
project and pipeline work.
Tuesday’s meeting will start at 4:30 p.m.,
and after new city clerk Tom Graves and new
finance manager Robin Scattini are introduced, the council vote on several items on
the consent agenda, and then move into discussion of fees for special event and activities, like renting Devendorf Park for the day,
holding a party on the beach, or shutting
down a city block for a car show.
Finally, they’ll delve into a topic that city
councils have been discussing since 1972:
How to use Flanders Mansion, the historic
home next to Mission Trail park that’s mostly
been empty and unused since taxpayers
bought it 45 years ago.
City hall is located on Monte Verde Street
south of Ocean Avenue. For more information
and
a
full
agenda,
visit
www.ci.carmel.ca.us.
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Judi
dith is a sweett and fun
u lo
l ving gir
i l who
just wants to go home with you.
A generous donor has covered for
adoption fee for you!
u

Meeko may be a bit shyy at first, but she just
needs some time to get to know you!
Take her home and you will see what
a lo
oving cat she truly is.

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Judith & Meeko.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

Have you heard about our fun and educational one day animal camps for kids?
Learn more here: www..ssp
pcamc.org/camp

www.SPCAmc.org

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

TWO GIRLS
FROM CARMEL
CARMEL
FROM

LOTTIE
Lottie is an absolute love.
She wants to be in your
lap and give you kisses.
Lottie is a 13 year-old, 15
pound, female Pug. If you
want a dog to smile with
and receive pure joy from
being in her company,
then meet and fall in love
with Lo
L ttie.
Lottie was found as a stray in Salinnas and brought to their shelter.
If you’d like to meet Lottie,
please ﬁll out an online adoption application.

831-718-9
8 122

• Experienced
• Professional

FURNISHINGS & ACCESSORIES
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Offering a personal
and friendly touch
for 30 years.

Photos or in
nquiries to:
consignbythese
ea@gmail.com
831-574
4-8153
www
w.consignmen
ntbythesea.com
230 & 232 Crossroads
s Boulevard • Carmel
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Big Sur welcomes innovative ensemble — but can a cello really do that?
R

EINVENTING AN instrument that is best known for
its somber and melancholy sound, Dirty Cello visits the
Henry Miller Library in Big Sur Saturday, Jan. 6.
And if the weather cooperates, the band will even play
outside under the redwoods — which will create quite a contrast to the frigid conditions most of the country is suffering
through.
The San Francisco-based ensemble got its start in 2010
after cellist Rebecca Roudman, who had been experimenting with playing rock songs, won a local talent show,
“Vallejo’s Got Talent.”
And when people began asking for her CD, she and her
husband formed duo and began to play. Soon, bandmates,
CDs and world tours followed. “It started off as an experiment, but it’s become quite a success,” Roudman told The
Pine Cone.

SANTA BRINGS ART
CENTER ‘A MIRACLE’
L

IKE MANY nonprofit arts groups, the Pacific Grove
Art Center has struggled to keep its doors open. But the
downtown P.G. gallery and studio received a big holiday surprise last week when an anonymous donor gave it $100,000.
The art center will receive $25,000 each December for the
next four years. For the volunteers who strive to keep the art
center’s doors open, the news of the gift is cause for celebration.

Casting aside any doubt that a cello-driven band can rock,
Roudman and company play scorching versions of classic
rock standards like Jimi Hendrix’s “Purple Haze” and Guns
and Roses’ “Sweet Child of Mine.” But Dirty Cello is more
than just a hard-rocking novelty act.
“We play an eclectic mix of music, from Gypsy jazz, to
bluegrass,” she explained.
Regardless what genre of music the group plays,
Roudman takes the lead with her cello.
“It’s very rare to have the cello as a lead instrument,” she
continued. “I’m trying to make the cello do different things
— if we’re playing bluegrass, I’m trying to imitate a fiddle
player, and if we’re doing Guns and Roses, I am trying to be
a guitar player.”
Whatever Dirty Cello is doing, it seems to be working —
they’ve been busy enough to launch overseas tours every
summer, and they have a new CD out, “I May Not Be
Perfect.”
“It’s fun and it’s different and it’s accessible,” Roudman
said of Dirty Cello’s music. “The best compliment I ever
received was: ‘I didn’t know a cello could play like that.’”
Magnus Toren of the library told The Pine Cone he’s
thrilled Dirty Cello is playing in Big Sur.
“I love the cello as an instrument, and Rebecca is an
extraordinary player,” Toren added. “She’s also surrounded
by talented musicians — this is no fly-by-night band. It’s
kind of remarkable that they are coming here.”
The library is located on Highway 1 about 28 miles south
of Carmel. Tickets are $20. Call (831) 667-2574. or visit
www.henrymiller.org.

n Live Music Jan. 5-11
Barmel — Songs Hotbox Harry Taught Us (“Big Sur
country,” Friday at 7 p.m.); and Rock Doves (indie rock,

On A High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS
Saturday at 7 p.m.). San Carlos and Seventh, (831) 626-3400.
Cafe Trieste in Monterey — Robert Elmond Stone
(country, Friday at 6:30 p.m.); and singer-songwriter Zack
Freitas (Saturday at 6:30 p.m.). 409 Alvarado St., (831) 2416064.
Cibo Ristorante Italiano in Monterey — Blues at 11
(blues, Friday at 9 p.m.); Real Time (soul and r&b, Saturday
at 9 p.m.); singer Dizzy Burnett (jazz and swing, Sunday at
7 p.m.); singer Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence (jazz and
swing, Tuesday at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s Fault (Wednesday at 7
p.m.); and The Ben Herod Trio (swing and jazz, Thursday
at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St., (831) 649-8151.
Cooper’s Pub & Restaurant in Monterey — singersongwriter Paul Espinoza (Celtic, Friday at 9 p.m.); and guitarist Joe Lucido (smooth jazz, Saturday at 9 p.m.). 653
Cannery Row, (831) 373-1353.
East Village Coffee Lounge in Monterey — Son of the

See MUSIC page 25A

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS
“This is a huge miracle for us,” said Adrianne Jonson,
who serves as chair for the art center’s board. “The board will
now meet to decide how best to utilize the gift.”
The cash-strapped art center announced last month that it
was dissolving the position of executive director. Its board
cited financial worries — including a 45 percent rent hike —
as the reason for eliminating the job.

See ART page 25A
Dirty Cello (left) rocks the Henry Miller Library Jan. 6. Son of a Velvet Rat
(above), which plays the same night in Monterey, showcases singer-songwriter Georg Altziebler and his wife, multi-instrumentalist Heike Binder.

Car mel-by--the-Sea
S Carlos
San
C l & 7th
7 h | 831.626.WINE
831 626 WINE (9
9463)
Pouring from 12 noon Daily
The Center for Photographic Art unveils a show by Roman Loranc
(above) Jan. 6. The artist is known for his striking images (top), which
are noted for their sharp focus and rich contrast.
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Taking wine to restaurants, Chef Duel round 5, and Big Sur Food & Wine
T

O SUPPORT local wineries, many
area restaurants will waive corkage fees for
customers who bring wines they bought at
one of the tasting rooms on the Monterey
Peninsula. The practice benefits both, since
tasting room hosts are often asked for restaurant recommendations and will point people
in the direction of those establishments that
are friendly to local wineries.
A Taste of Monterey, the tasting room on
Cannery Row that functions as the “official
regional wine visitors’ center,” carries

soup to nuts
By MARY
dozens of wines from different Monterey
County producers. The $15 tasting fee is
waived for those who purchase two bottles or
more, and every bottle gets a sticker attached
showing where it was bought — a sticker
that means no corkage fee at dozens of
restaurants.
In Carmel, La Balena on Junipero
between Fifth and Sixth, Christopher’s on
Lincoln between Fifth and Sixth, and
Grasing’s at Sixth and Mission, as well as the
Rio Grill at the Crossroads, will forego cork-

b
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age on a bottle of wine from A Taste of
Monterey. In Pebble Beach, Porter’s in the
Forest at Poppy Hills Golf Course is part of
the program, and in Pacific Grove,
Fandango, Fishwife, Max’s Grill, Point Pinos
Grill and Taste Bistro take part, too.
Fifteen eateries in Monterey will waive
the fee, including Abalonetti, Epsilon,
Montrio, Jacks, the Fish Hopper, PF
Chang’s, the Sardine Factory, Tarpy’s
Roadhouse, Sakura, Cooper’s Pub, Cannery
Row Brewing Co., and California Pizza
Kitchen.
Anna Bartolini, who owns
La Balena and Il Grillo restaurants in Carmel with her husband, Emanuele, not only
waives corkage fees for wines
SCHLEY
from A Taste of Monterey, she
also waives them for bottles
from any tasting room in Carmel or Carmel
Valley.
“We don’t have the space to carry wine
from every local producer, and I consider it a
way to help each other out,” she said.
Same goes for Jennifer Roux, who owns
Roux Restaurant and the Carmel Valley
Chophouse in Carmel Valley Village with
her husband, Fabrice. The couple also recently purchased Fifi’s Bistro Café in Pacific
Grove.
In general, such deals are good for one

Monday thru ThursdayÊ
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Ample Free Parking
6th & Junipero Street,, Carmel next to Bruno’s Market
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Chef James Anderson of Poke Lab created fresh and tasty treats for guests on a rugged outcropping during the 2017 Big Sur Food & Wine festival, which recently distributed money to charities.

bottle per table. Fees and policies for corkage vary widely among Monterey Peninsula
restaurants, ranging from $15 or $20, to $35
or more.
For more about A Taste of Monterey,
which was started in 1993 by Ken and Robyn
Rauh at the behest of a couple of local wine
luminaries,
visit
www.atasteofmonterey.com.

n Galante olive oil
Using fruit from the Maurino olive trees
growing on their property in Cachagua,
Galante Vineyards recently pressed and
released 150 250-ml bottles (for the sake of
comparison, a standard bottle of wine is 750
ml), and it’s now available for purchase.
According to owner Jack Galante, the
olive oil is “described as having ‘nutty, peppery flavors’ that are ‘rounded out with a
buttery richness and a hint of lemon verbena.’” It sells for $18 per bottle.
Get it online at www.galantevineyards.com or at the tasting room on
Dolores Street south of Ocean Avenue.

n Chef Duel Round 5

LOWEST PRICES ON THE
MONTEREY PENINSUL A

$

PHOTO/MICHAEL TROUTMAN, DMT IMAGING

SurfnSandLiquors.com
ndLiquors com
Sun.-Thurs. 8 am - 8 pm • Fri. & Sat. 8 am - 9 pm

Folktale Winery at 8940 Carmel Valley
Road will hold the fifth round of its Chef
Duel competition Monday, Jan. 8, at 6 p.m.,
when two chefs from local private golf clubs
compete for the favor of a crowd of tasters
and a panel of judges. Corral de Tierra chef
Bill Bennett will face off against Colin
Moody from Monterey Peninsula Country
Club in the contest, in which they’ll make the
best dish they can from a protein and four
bonus ingredients chosen by the organizers.
The chefs must use the protein and earn extra
points for incorporating the four additional
ingredients in a delicious and interesting
way.

The People’s Choice vote counts for 50
percent, while the guest judges’ vote makes
up the other half. Obviously, both voting for
the same winner advances that chef to another round, but if it’s a split, the contestants
undertake an additional challenge chosen by
the judges ahead of time.
At each Chef Duel, the dishes are paired
with a Folktale wine and that of a guest winery. People who want more to nosh on can
purchase other food items, along with wine,
beer and soda.
Tickets are $20 each and can be ordered
through Eventbrite.com. Hosted by emcee
chef Todd Fisher, the duel is a 21-and-over
event.

n New Year’s resolution?
For those whose New Year’s resolutions
include spending a little less money, especially on wine, District 7 wines are a decent
compromise. Produced by Scheid, District 7
is an entry-level label that debuted several
years back and features four wines available
in screwcap that retail for around $16 to $20.
The name refers to the official designation of the Monterey American Viticultural
Area as No. 7 of the 17 grape-growing districts in the state.
The winemaking team uses grapes grown
in estate vineyards in the cooler regions to
the north for the Sauvignon Blanc,
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, while the
Cabernet Sauvignon fruit comes from the
warmer San Lucas and Hames Valley regions
in the southern end of the county.
All four wines are good options for the
consumer who doesn’t want to spend $40 or
$50 on a bottle but still wants a solid, locally
made wine crafted from quality fruit. To
learn more, visit https://district7wines.com.

Continues next page
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n Poppin’ Happy Hour returns
The Carmel Road winery’s tasting room
on Lincoln between Ocean and Sixth is
bringing back its Poppin’ Happy Hour on
Fridays in January. From 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
those days, guests can enjoy $5 tasting flights
(as opposed to the regular flights that run $15
to $20), and cheese, charcuterie and crackers.
Those who purchase wine will be given a
balloon to pop, and will receive whatever percentage discount is written on the piece of
paper inside. Only tasting room manager
Chrissy Gray knows what the discount
amounts are and what the range is — and
she’s not telling.
Carmel Road produces Pinot Grigio,
Riesling, Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. For
more
information,
visit
www.carmelroad.com.

n Silly statistics
Bacon Day was Saturday, and an organization called National Today decided to conduct an online survey called, “Is bacon
America’s favorite food of all time?”
Of course, that question can’t be
answered, really. But some of the statistics
the group’s publicist provided, based on the
answers entered by 1,000 people, included
that 21 percent of Americans say they would
eat bacon every day for the rest of their lives
if they could, 16 percent say they can’t live
without bacon (really?), and 18 percent say
it’s their favorite food. Four percent say they
don’t like bacon. Twenty percent only like
real bacon, and two times as many Americans
prefer thin-cut over thick. Half of them like
their bacon crispy.

n Joyce first in
Highlands dinner lineup
The Hyatt Carmel Highlands’ “Forks.
Corks. Action!” winemaker dinner series
continues this year with Joyce Vineyards featured Friday, Jan. 26.
The series takes place in the wine room of
the California Market at Pacific’s Edge,
where chef Pancho Castellon works his
magic to create a multi-course menu to match
the evening’s featured wines. The dinners are
designed to “bring guests closer to the producers and personalities that craft the wines

we love.”
While Joyce will be featured at this
month’s dinner, Twisted Roots will be on the
menu for March 15, and the dinners continue
in April, May, June, September and
November.
Dinner will start at 6 p.m. with a reception, and costs $120 per person. Reservations
are required.
Visit https://forkscorksaction2018.eventbrite.com. The hotel and restaurant are located at 120 Highlands Drive off of Highway 1
south of Carmel.

n Aubergine class
lineup announced
Executive chef Justin Cogley and pastry
chef Yulanda Santos of Aubergine restaurant
at Monte Verde and Seventh have announced
their schedule of cooking classes for the year.
The sessions take place in the restaurant’s
immaculate kitchen from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., and include recipes, instructions, and
tastes. Cooking classes are $125 per person,
and pastry classes are $100 per person, both
plus tax and service charge.
Kicking off the year will be a Culinary
Crash Course on Jan. 24, “for students looking for the basics and beyond: knife skills and
sharpening, fish butchery, and chicken
butchery,” while the Feb. 7 class will focus on
the food and wine of Spain. Santos’ Feb. 8
course will highlight chocolate cremeux, “a
basic and versatile chocolate pudding
recipe.”
March’s lessons are on marinades, brines
and rubs, and sweet and savory scones and
granola. In April, Cogley will lead students
through “a Moroccan feast full of ancient traditions,” while Santos will talk about custards
— crème brulée, flan and clafoutis.
Classes continue each month throughout
the year. For a complete schedule or to sign
up, visit www.auberginecarmel.com.

n BSFW distributes funds
“With all bills paid and books reconciled,
we are proud to announce these donations to
our designated 2017 beneficiaries,” Elsa
Rivera of the Big Sur Food & Wine Festival
said this week. “I wanted to make sure you
knew about our big finish this year after so
many challenges to make the Big Sur Food
and Wine Festival happen — thank goodness
for that bridge!”
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The Monterey Peninsula has some of the world’s
best restaurants! And Pine Cone readers are the
people who appreciate them!
Keep them up-to-date about your newest
menu additions, finest wines, and special events
Contact The Pine Cone today.
Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8590
meena@carmelpinecone.com
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The reopening of the Pfeiffer Canyon
Bridge just a few weeks before the festival in
November helped with attendance numbers,
and sponsors contributed enough cash and
goods to result in $56,000 in donations to Big
Sur charities, and $8,000 for fire relief efforts
in Wine Country.
Recipients include the Coast Property
Owners Association’s relief fund and road

repair project, Big Sur Health Center, the volunteer fire brigade, Henry Miller Library,
Stage Kids, and the fiddle camp.
In addition, the female sommeliers who
hosted the wine dinner raised $2,300 for
women winemakers affected by the Napaarea fires.
The festival dates for this year will be Nov.
1-3.

Folktale Winery’s
monthly Chef Duel
always brings out
the big guns, like
chef Soerke Peters,
for a lively cooking
competition. Chefs
Colin Moody and
Bill Bennett will face
off there Jan. 8.

PHOTO/MANNY ESPINOZA

C ALEND
A
A
AR
Jan. 6 — Laugh more in the
new year with Monterey Comedy
s w featuring
Improv! Join us for a live sho
the premier improv troupe on the Monterey
Peninsula! Saturday, 7:30 p.m
m. at The Lab,
3728 The Barnyard, Ste. G-23,
G
Carmel.
$15. Free Improv Basiccs Workshop
at 3 p.m. (831) 236-2
2032. www.
montereycomedyimprov.com
Jan. 6 -- Evensong Celebration
of the Epiphany of Chrrist -- 5 p.m.
This month’s Evensong falls on
o the day of
the Feast of the
Epiphany,
the
day the three
Magi following
a star arrived
at a stable in
Bethlehem and
recognized that at last they had
h found the
Christ Child! This joyous chorral celebration
will be followed by a light meeal, which will
take place at the back of the church, and
will feature a King cake. All Saints
S
’ Church,
Dolores & Ninth, Carmel.
Jan. 6 & 7 — Galante/Devendorf
Estate Sale at Folktale Winery: The
Galante Family will host an es
e tate sale that
will include early 19th Centuur y furnishings,
china, Persian rugs, books, art, records,
Steuben Cr ystal, and more. The collection
includes many pieces from Carmel founder
J. Frank Devendorf. Comee to Folktale
Winer y, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m
m. each day.
Jan. 7 — Labyrinth Walk: 2-4 p.m.
Set your intentions for 2018 and center
your spirit! Join the Rev. Sib
S yl Reynolds
and harpist Amy Krupski on the Community
Labyrinth at Community Church of the
Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Car
C mel Valley
Road, Carmel. Bring a journa
al and pen for
reﬂection following your walk. If the weather

is inclement, thee walk will be held inside. All
are welcome.
Jan. 15 — Shape up in the new
ye
ear Monday at 2 p.m. when the Carmel
Wo
oman’s Club,
Club, San Carlos & 9thh, presents
ﬁtness guru Neil
e Herron in “Age Speciﬁc,
Look Ter
e riﬁc, Wit
W h All The Right Moves.”
An expert in exercise science, Herron is a
personal traineer certiﬁed by the National
Strength and Conditioning Association.
Along with live demonstrations, a printed
handout of age appropriate exercise and
diet tips will be
b distributed to attendees.
Members, free; guests $10, includes
refreshments annd tea following the program.
Memberships available. (831) 624-2866
or 915-8184.
Jan. 16 — Aspire Health
Plan Prese
ents: Exploring the
Mediterranean Diet – 8 Simple
steps to a hea
althy lifestyle, a Community
Connections class. Does healthy eating,
including fruits, veggies, ﬁsh, whole grains,
avorful olive oil and maybe
a splash of ﬂa
even a glass off red wine sound good? Join
us for this free class 10-11:30 a.m. and learn
how a Mediterranean diet can support your
healthy lifestylee. Crazy Horse Restaurant,
1425 Munras Ave., Monterey. This event is
free, and we assk you to register so we can
know how manny people to expect. RSVP to
(877) 663-765
51, or www.aspirehealthplan.
org/connectionns
Jan. 17 — Aspire Health Plan
Presents: Sp
peaking “Doct
Doctor Talk
alk”
– Tips for a successful doctor visit.
This event is freee, and we ask you to register
so we can knnow how many people to
expect. RSVP to (877) 663-7651, or www.
aspirehealthpla
an.org/connections. Set for
10-11:30 a.m. at
a Montage Wellness Center,
2920 2nd Ave., Marina
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member’s part,” he said, because the councilman stated his is authorized to do.”
opposition to the proposal in his original email challenging
Fink questioned the idea that a council member can ever
the commission’s approval.
really challenge a lower commission’s decision without being
Retterer said Dallas and Hardy did exactly the same thing, biased, though. “We now believe that the fact the council can
and should therefore not be allowed to participate in the hear- appeal a lower commission ruling and then judge that appeal
ing. Furthermore, he argued, their demands should be thrown is, in fact, a bias and is setting the town up for some serious
out altogether, since the rest of the council is probably already future legal action,” he said.
compromised by their influence.
“Both council members have taken this
position against the project before Mr.
Fink is supposed to have a fair hearing
before an unbiased and impartial city
council,” he wrote. “Such strong statements in opposition to the project are precisely the kind of pre decisional statements
that the court in Woody’s found so offensive to violate the applicant’s due process
rights.”
Mozingo said the Woody’s case doesn’t
apply to Carmel, because Newport’s rules
don’t allow council members to challenge
a lower commission’s decision, while
Carmel’s do. According to the city’s codes,
two or more members can call up a decision for a review, and they must state what
the issues are without taking a position.
“You identify what you’re concerned
with, so the other side at least knows why
it’s being appealed so they can prepare a
response,” he said. “The process is you file
these documents to show why it’s being David Fink and Janet Elarmo can proceed with their plans to build a condo on top of
brought up on appeal, which the City of Cantinetta Luca restaurant. The mayor and a city council member had challenged the planCarmel, unlike the City of Newport Beach, ning commission’s approval, but the city attorney dismissed it due to potential bias.

FINK
From page 1A
speak to a decision that’s already been made, even if that
wasn’t the author’s intention,” he said. “We provide due
process for everyone, so I recommended the matter be taken
off calendar. Because we don’t even want to present the
appearance of impropriety, we can’t have the appearance of
any decision being made before hearing all the facts.”
Woody’s v. Newport Beach
After Dallas and Hardy sent their emails to the city in late
November 2017 asking to call up the planning commission’s
decision for review, Fink began rallying supporters, many of
whom sent emails to the city and letters to the editor condemning the move and accusing Dallas and Hardy of being
politically motivated in their opposition to the condo plans.
On Dec. 29, Retterer sent an email to Mozingo citing a
2015 California Court of Appeals case in which a business
called Woody’s sued the City of Newport Beach after a council member challenged a lower commission’s approval of
late-night activities at the restaurant and then made an
impassioned argument to the rest of the council, which subsequently voted to overturn the commission’s yes-vote.
“The applicant sued the city the next day, seeking a writ
of administrative mandate to set aside the council’s decision
and asserting a second claim for violation of the applicant’s
civil rights,” Retterer wrote. The court ruled in favor of the
business, finding that the city violated the owners’ due
process rights by failing to conduct a fair hearing.
“The court concluded that Woody’s had established an
‘unacceptable probability of actual bias’ on the council
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Sunday, January 7
2 – 4 p.m.
Set your intentions
for 2018
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Velvet Rat (folk rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.). 498 Washington
St., (831) 373-5601.
Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley — singer-songwriter
Mark Banks (Saturday at 4:30 p.m.); and Razzvio (rock,
Sunday at 4:30 p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 2937500.
The Golden Bough Playhouse — PacRep Theatre presents the last incarnation of its ongoing rock ’n’ roll tribute
concert series, “Viva Las Vegas” (Friday, Saturday and
Sunday — all performances start at 7:30 p.m. except Sunday
matinees, which begin at 2 p.m.). On Monte Verde between
Eighth and Ninth, call (831) 622-0100.
Henry Miller Library in Big Sur — Dirty Cello (blues
and bluegrass, Saturday at 7:30 p.m.). On Highway 1 28 miles
south of Carmel, (831) 667-2574. www.henrymiller.org
Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel — guitarist Mike Lent,
bassist Joe Dolister and drummer David Morwood (jazz,
Friday at 7 p.m.); and singer Scotty Wright, guitarist Mike
Lent, drummer David Morwood and friends (jazz, Saturday
at 7 p.m.). 1 Old Golf Course Road, (831) 372-1234.
The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach — The Jazz
Trio featuring pianists Bob Phillips or Bill Spencer (jazz, in
the lobby, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.); and The Dottie
Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7 p.m.); also, a bagpiper
plays every evening at sunset. 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 6477500.
Julia’s vegetarian restaurant in Pacific Grove — singersongwriter Buddy Comfort (Friday at 6:30 p.m.); singer and
guitarist Rick Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.,
(831) 656-9533.
Mission Ranch — pianist Tom Gastineau (jazz, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at 5 p.m.); singer and pianist
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday and Saturday at 8
p.m., and Sunday at 7 p.m.); pianist David Kempton (jazz,
Monday through Thursday at 8 p.m.) and pianist Gennady
Loktionov (jazz, Sunday at 10 a.m., Monday through
Thursday at 8 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.
The Sunset Lounge at Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer
Neal Banks and guitarist Steve Ezzo (pop and rock, Friday at
7 p.m.); and singer and pianist Dino Vera (jazz, blues and
r&b, Saturday at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 6 p.m.). 120
Highlands Drive, (831) 620-1234.
Terry’s Lounge at Cypress Inn — singer and pianist Dino
Vera (jazz, blues and r&b, Friday at 7 p.m.); pianist
Gennady Loktionov and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret,
Saturday at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s Fault (jazz and blues, Sunday
at 11 a.m.); and guitarist Richard Devinck (classical, Sunday
at 8 p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh, (831) 624-3871.
The Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew (Friday at 6 p.m.); and Out of the Blue
(“soul rock,” Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino Place, (831) 2987453.

A familiar sight and
sound around town, guitarist Joe Lucido plays
smooth jazz Jan. 6 at
Coopers Pub on
Cannery Row in
Monterey.
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From page 21A
While the donor will remain unknown to the public, he or
she reads the local news.
“The donor decided to make the grant after reading the
news articles in three area newspapers,” explained Brian
Thayer of the Community Foundation. The gift was made
through the DeWitt Fund of the Community Foundation for
Monterey County.
Founded in 1969, the art center is located at 468
Lighthouse Ave. Besides providing gallery space for exhibits,
it provides studio space for 17 local artists, and hosts a wide
variety of classes in the creative arts for children and adults.
www.pgartcenter.org

n ‘Poetry of the Lens’
One of the region’s most talented fine art photographers,
Roman Lorenc will be the star of the show when the Center
of Photographic Art unveils its first exhibit of the new year,
“Poetry of the Lens,” Saturday, Jan. 6, at the Center for
Photographic Art.
“Roman was born in Poland, but moved to California in
the 1980s, where he quickly became part of the West Coast
photography scene,” CPA executive director Brian Taylor
told The Pine Cone. “Like Ansel Adams and others, his concern was for the technical excellence of his prints — everything is in sharp focus with rich contrast. In this exhibit, he is
paying homage to his roots. It’s going to be a magnificent
show.”
While photography has evolved considerably since Adams
and his contemporaries lived here, Taylor said it’s important
to remember where it came from. “We’re a modern organization, but we don’t want to forget our roots,” he added.
Lorenc presents a talk at 4 p.m. in Carpenter Hall, and a
reception will follow at the CPA gallery. Both are located in
Sunset Center at San Carlos and Ninth. The show will be on
display through Feb. 18. www.photography.org
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A N E X C I T I N G A R T E V E N T AT S U N S E T C E N T E R . . .

the Marjorie Evans Gallery Third Annual Art Auction!
Featuring
g artwork by Will Bullas, Simon Bull, Christine Crozierr,
Thierry Thompson, Zoya Scholis, Cheryl Kampe and many more.
Silent au
uction bidding takes place January 8-31 in person or
orms will be collected and
by phone at 831.620.2053. All bid fo
winning bidders will be notified on February 2. Please visit our
website www.sunsetcenter.org/marjorie_evans_gallery.htm fo
or a
complete list of participating artists and details.
Auction artwo
ork is being donated by local artists and all auction
proceedss support Sunset Ce
enter’s programss, including the Marjorie
Evans Ga
allerry and our Arts Education Pro
r gram. Thank yo
ou for your
participa
ation in this exciting
i g, local art event!

ARTIST RECEPTION
Friday, January 12, 4 - 8PM
Marjorie Evans Gallery
RSVP: de
d velopmen
l
t@
@sunsetcenter.org or
831.62
20.2053

Zeba
e r by Will Bullas

Brought to you by Sunset Culttural Center,, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3)

www.sunset
sunsetcenter.or
org • 831
831.620.2048
620 2048
San Carlos Street at Ninth Av
venue
e
• Carmel-by-the-Sea

First flu death of the
season reported in
Monterey County
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

T

HE MONTEREY County Health Department reported
last week that a county resident is the first person of the flu
season to die of influenza.
Though the county did not disclose whether the victim
was a man or woman, it reported the victim was an adult
under 65 years old.
“The health department will not release additional details
about the individual in order to protect the family’s right to
privacy and to maintain confidentiality,” according to a press
release.
Data indicates that influenza activity is increasing in
Monterey County, according to officials. People at highest
risk for severe complications from influenza infection
include adults 65 years of age and older, children less than 5
years old, pregnant women, and those with certain medical
conditions like asthma, heart disease, and weakened immune
systems.
Edward Moreno, health officer for Monterey County, recommends those six months and older be vaccinated against
influenza.
“Influenza vaccination is a safe and effective way to protect your family from complications of influenza,” Moreno
said. “It’s not too late to get vaccinated.”

Regrow Your Own Hair at

Hair REGROWTH Centers
Hair Loss and Hair Thinning Treatment Options
A pharmaceutical, non-invasive approach under
the care of a clinical professional

After

Before

Reach Your Clients in The Carmel Pine Cone

Before

After
831-521-6671

www.HairRegrowthCenters.com

HOME &GARDEN
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Visit us at
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He didn’t set out to go to Harvard, but it’s turned out pretty well
W

HEN JOHN Stivers sat down in his
introduction to macroeconomics class as a
college freshman at Harvard University, he
looked around and saw 500 other students in
the room, none of whom was likely to be
impressed that he had graduated from
Carmel High with a grade-point average of
4.4 (straight As, plus bonus points for acing
advanced-placement and honors classes).
Just about everybody on campus has a transcript like that — which is probably why
nobody attends Harvard University on an
academic scholarship.
They also don’t give athletic scholarships
at Ivy League schools, even to a kid like
Stivers, who comes loaded with all the right
DNA: His dad, David, played baseball and
football at UC Berkeley, and his mother,
Jean, was a national champion tennis player
at Occidental College.
As a Carmel Padre (Class of 2016),
Stivers was a four-time football letterman

— the aesthetics of the buildings there are
just really cool. And the other part I really
liked was the people I met there. Even the
football guys were the cream of the crop.”
There was also the allure of nearby
Boston, an exciting city with a young population (35 colleges) and a very old history.
Stivers and another Carmel alum, University
of Pacific baseball player Carter Hayes,
recently visited Paul Revere’s house and
other Revolutionary War sites.
And one more attraction was the name.
“Harvard … that sounded pretty sweet,”
Stivers said.
‘JFK was here’
No doubt. Almost any building on campus is adorned with portraits of people who
have studied at Harvard since the university
was founded in 1636 (which makes it the
oldest institution of higher learning in the
United States). That list includes Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, John F.
Kennedy, Barack Obama,
George W. Bush, Bill Gates,
Gertrude
Stein,
Neil
DeGrasse Tyson, T.S. Eliot,
Leonard Bernstein, E.E.
TAYLOR
Cummings, W.E.B. Dubois,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Helen Keller,
Norman Mailer, J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Henry David Thoreau ….
“Whenever I go into some of the older
buildings, I can’t help but look around and
think, ‘I bet JFK was here at some point,
reading or studying for a test.’ I like that part
a lot,” Stivers said.
He says he also has learned to like the
feeling that he’s probably nowhere near the
smartest guy in any classroom there. In fact,
he sees it as an advantage.
“It’s actually very helpful if I’m struggling with a class,” he said. “Everybody is
really helpful, so if I’m having trouble I can
get into a study group, or get a student tutor.
It’s really a positive thing having so many
excellent people around me.”
Stivers embraces one more thing about
Harvard that he might not encounter at a lot
of other universities that have athletics
teams: Professors there don’t lower their
expectations for athletes, and the coaches are
on the same page.
“I wouldn’t say I’m cut any slack by my
professors. I’m treated like any other stu-

Proudly wearing the
Crimson jersey, John
Stivers (right) takes a
short break from
practice with sophomore wide receiver
Cade Knox.

PHOTO/COURTESY
JOHN STIVERS

Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS
and a two-year captain, team MVP, two-time
all-county and all-league, honorable mention
to the All-Central Coast Section team, and
school record-holder with 157 career receptions as a tight end.
Off the radar
He certainly had other college options.
He was recruited to play football at UC
Davis and the University of San Diego.
McKenna College in Claremont offered to
let him play two sports — something that got
his attention, since Stivers had also earned
seven varsity letters at Carmel in basketball
and baseball. And he made official visits to
two other Ivy League universities, Brown
and Columbia.
“To be honest, Harvard was nowhere on
my radar until they recruited me,” said
Stivers, whose father graduated from
Harvard Law School after earning his bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley. For Stivers,
it was his record at Carmel High as a scholar-athlete that had Harvard calling, and him
touring the campus.
“First of all, I loved the look of the place
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dent, and I like that part,” said Stivers, who
is majoring in environmental science and
public policy, and is leaning toward pursuing
a law degree. “Athletics is important, but I’m
a student first, and our whole athletic department values that. They had a big scandal at
the University of North Carolina (in 2010)
where students were writing papers for athletes there, but it’s not like that at Harvard.
I’m not pressured to stay at the athletic facility to watch film after practice. I go home
and do my homework.”
A typical day for Stivers during the football season begins with an early morning
weight lifting class, followed by a normal
course load. He says he typically heads to the
library to study or do homework during any
break of 30 minutes or more, which cuts
down on his nighttime study hours. Saturday
nights are usually the only social time of the
week.
That applies to the rest of the student
body, as well. Stivers says it’s often a challenge to coax Harvard students out of the
library to attend home football games. While
a traditional rival like Yale will attract a big
crowd to the Crimson’s horseshoe-shaped
stadium, for other Harvard home games,
there’s rarely an electric college atmosphere.
“I’d have to say that The Shoe Game
(against Carmel’s traditional rival, Pacific
Grove) is a bit rowdier than the typical
Harvard game,” he said with a laugh.

As an athlete at Harvard, Stivers hasn’t
yet left a footprint. He didn’t see action as a
freshman, and a torn labrum in his hip limited him to just three games as a sophomore,
during which he caught the only pass of his
college career, a 17-yarder against Rhode
Island. He’ll be listed as a second-string tight
end going into his junior year, but intends to
compete for a starting spot and hopes to see
more playing time on special teams for the
Crimson.

n Looking ahead (Jan. 5-11)
Boys basketball — Friday: Carmel at
King City, 7 p.m.; Tuesday: Carmel at
Stevenson, 7 p.m.; Thursday: Soledad at
Carmel, 7 p.m.
Girls basketball — Friday, King City at
Carmel, 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday: Stevenson at
Carmel, 6:30 p.m.; Thursday: Carmel at
Soledad, 6:30 p.m.
Boys soccer — Friday: Carmel at Marina,
3:30 p.m.; Tuesday: Gonzales at Carmel,
3:30 p.m.; Thursday: Carmel at Soledad,
5:30 p.m.
Girls soccer — Friday: Santa Catalina at
Carmel, 3:30 p.m.; Tuesday: Carmel vs.
Pacific Collegiate at Santa Cruz High, 7
p.m.; Thursday: Soledad at Carmel, 3:30
p.m.
Wrestling — Saturday: Apple Cider
Classic, Carmel at Watsonville High, 9 a.m.
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BEST of BATES

Editorial
Brave new world
MARIJUANA has, for all intents and purposes, been legal in California for
more than 20 years. Prop 215, the 1996 medical marijuana initiative, was a sham
— and a chance for the legal marijuana lobby to get its foot in the door.
The 1996 initiative promised that pot would only be available to “seriously ill
Californians,” but no matter how healthy you were, all it really took was a quick
visit to a “doctor” and the payment of a few hundred dollars — and voila! —
ever since the initiative passed, anybody could get as high as a kite.
Which is to say that we’ve all had the opportunity to get somewhat used to
the smell of marijuana wafting along the streets or in a park, or emanating from
a passing car. But you ain’t smelled nothing yet.
At least, judging by what’s been happening since New Year’s Day, there will
be times in the months and years ahead when it’ll be hard to avoid getting a contact high when you’re just minding your own business on Carmel Beach or the
Rec Trail.
Of course, the marijuana laws we’ve all been living under since Jan. 1 make
it illegal to smoke or otherwise consume marijuana in a car or in any public
space. But that doesn’t mean people won’t be doing it. And they already are.
Cops, of course, are supposed to the enforce the law, but California is already
infamous for picking and choosing which laws its residents should follow, i.e.,
the laws against sneaking across the border or overstaying a visa. The new
Sanctuary State law practically makes it a crime for the cops to enforce those.
Meanwhile, even here on the peaceful, law-abiding Monterey Peninsula, the
police have their hands full trying to prevent much more serious crimes than eating a brownie in Devendorf Park. In Carmel, Big Sur and Pacific Grove, car

‘Only professionalism’
from Dallas

Letters
to the Editor

break-ins have become commonplace. And thanks to the generous pensions
handed out in the early 2000s, the number of police officers is way down,
because nobody can afford to hire them anymore. They haven’t even figured out
how to pay the ones who are already retired.
Meanwhile, there’s simply no practical way to implement the restrictions in
the new recreational marijuana law — no standard for DUI, no way to detect

The Pine Cone encourages submission of letters
which address issues of public importance. Letters
cannot exceed 350 words, and must include the
author’s name and home town. We reserve the right
to determine which letters are suitable for publication and to edit for length and clarity.
The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the editor
by email. Please submit your letters to
mail@carmelpinecone.com

marijuana on the fly, and what on earth does “open container” mean where marijuana is concerned? That you forgot to zip up the plastic bag where you keep
your joints?
The new marijuana laws seem to promise that people who want to use pot
will buy it discreetly and use it privately, which is fine with us. Marijuana should
be legal if that’s what the people want. But, as with the medical marijuana initiative, a lot of the prohibitions in the new law will turn out to be hollow. Instead,
what we’re embarking on is a new world of blatantly open consumption of marijuana, consequences be damned.
If you enjoy smoking, vaping or eating marijuana, you’ll love the way the new
law plays out. But if you don’t, and especially if you’re concerned about its
effect on society, you’re in for some major consternation.
But don’t fret … your concerns will go away real quick if you just hang out
near some surfers for awhile.
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A ‘failure of leadership’
Dear Editor,
Thank you for publishing the article last
week, “Dallas accused of harassing, being
abusive.” This is a timely article, and Kim
Stemler showed remarkable courage in coming forward.
As the executive director of the vintners
and growers association, she would have had
to weigh the impact of her complaint against
a job that she clearly loves and does well.
But she spoke up, and now people who
have been sexually harassed have an example of how to handle these very difficult situations.
The deplorable behavior exhibited by the
mayor only ends when it is no longer tolerated. It is not a legal issue, it is a failure of
leadership, and the council needs to make it
clear that this behavior does not belong in
the mayor’s office.
Ann Hanham,
Carmel Valley

The Carmel Pine Cone
www.carmelpinecone.com

Dear Editor,
I have been a tenant in one of Steve
Dallas’s homes for eight years and I
have experienced only professionalism from
him. Anytime there is a maintenance issue
with the property, Steve will handle the issue
immediately and resolve it in the best manner. One of the things I appreciate renting the
property from Steve is that he never shows
up unannounced, and I get the privacy that I
require.
D. Lee, Carmel
Dear Editor,
Are Congressman Panetta’s environmental values correct when he needs to see $$$
for management of the 1,200-acre Adler
Ranch in Big Sur before committing this
land to permanent protection from development?
I understand the fire concerns of the residents of the South Coast, especially those in
Palo Colorado Canyon, but they all accept
and know the risks associated with living on
the wildland/urban fringe. It is unfortunate
an illegal campfire started the Soberanes
Fire, which caused folks much heartache in
this area.
The Adler Ranch is too valuable to the
coastal ecosystems to not protect it — it
includes a reach of the North Fork Little Sur
River and extends all the way to Bixby
Mountain. I thank Mr. Adler for being so
light on this land, so we would have the
See LETTERS page 20A
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CORPORATE MANAGEMENT AND
PRACTICING LAW ARE COOL,
BUT BEING A MOM IS THE BEST
WHEN YOU were home from college, med school and she was in law school.
did you while away the hours discussing
United States postwar economic policies
with your mom? Pebble Beach native and
resident Megan Mayer did. Her mother was
an artist and an economist, and although she
didn’t push her daughter into economics, her
passion and example led her there.
Mayer was a student at UCLA and decided to major in the
subject. It suited her
— she earned her
bachelor’s
degree
magna cum laude.
She also tutored other
students, was a teaching assistant, and
published a study
guide for a macroeconomics course.
While in college,
she met her husband,
Doug. When he started medical school at
the University of
Maryland
in
Megan Mayer
Baltimore,
Mayer
took a job in
Philadelphia with a
chemical company that was a subsidiary of
Arco. While the commute was a bit onerous,
her efforts were rewarded when the company
assigned her to set up three holding companies in Delaware for the business.
Delaware is home to numerous corporations because of its favorable tax structure
and corporate privacy laws, and, Mayer said,
“I created, launched and ran all three of the
companies,” with more than $1.2 billion in
assets. In the process, she dealt with attorneys of all stripes — corporate, patent, you
name it — and became interested in the profession.
She and her husband
decided they wanted to come
home to California, and
Mayer applied to her alma
mater’s law school, while he
transferred to UCLA’s medical school. While in law
school, Mayer became the editor-in-chief of
the university’s first Women’s Law Journal
and was a teaching assistant for the legal
research and writing course for first-year
students.
‘Mommy’s brain’
After graduating, she practiced in Orange
County for several years, and did pro bono
work for the Orange County Superior
Court’s conservatorship and guardianship
clinics, UCLA Alumni Scholarship
Committee, the planned giving committee at
St. Margaret’s Episcopal School, and the
Saddleback Hospital brain injury support
group.
Although her legal career flourished, her
primary focus was on being a mom to her
growing family. She and Doug had had their
first child — a son — while he was still in

“I had a friend with a 2-year-old and a 5year-old, and we spent Mother’s Day together
studying for finals,” she remembered. Later,
she said she continued working part-time “to
keep my sanity. I would say, ‘This is
Mommy’s time to use her brain for adult
things.’”
Still, after a few years — and two more
children, a girl and another boy
— all the juggling just got to be too
much, and she decided to give the
kids her full attention. She said it’s
important to her that all of her children grow up to be “independent,
contributory members of society.”
Two have successfully left the nest,
and the third is in the class of ’20 at
Stevenson.
Helping women
The family moved back here in
2014, and in 2015, they started a
business called Carmel Cotillions
with the aim of providing other kids
with the same experience their own
children had with a similar organization in Orange County. The company equips youngsters and teens
with an understanding of etiquette, respect
and social and communication skills that
will serve them as they interview for college,
search for jobs and move into the adult
world.
Mayer said Carmel Cotillions is an extension of something she’s enjoyed all her life
— helping other women. In this case, she’s
helping moms trying to teach their children
how to show respect for others, but she also
pointed to editing the Women’s Law Journal
and setting up a professional women’s support network when she practiced law.
Most recently, that concern for women
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His risks paid off beautifully
A

RTIST JIM Miller looks at least a
decade younger than his 77 years, a blessing
he attributes to clean living (he exercises regularly, and doesn’t smoke or drink) and at
least one other factor.
“If you love what you do for a living, it
isn’t work. When I come to my gallery, I feel
like I’m in Disneyland,” said Miller, who has
displayed his work in Carmel for 38 years,
and has painted and sold his art at The Jim
Miller Gallery (Ocean Avenue at Dolores
Street) since 2009.
All of the paintings in the classy, elegant
space are Miller’s —
seascapes, landscapes and figures, both representational
and abstract, each rendered in
spectacular colors. The surf
sparkles as it rushes toward
shore in a piece entitled “Sea
at Pebble.” The sun glistens as it wanders
through a canal in “Venice: A Reflection in
Time.” A Native American woman is
resplendent in lavender and blue as she
walks through the wilderness in “Day
Tripper.” Grapevines yawn toward the emerald hills in “Napa Valley.” A sweet scent is
nearly noticeable from wildflowers in
“Fragrance of Spring.”

body accepted my work.”
That first place was Zantman’s, which
already had 80 top-of-the-line artists. Johan
(Hans) Zantman immediately liked what he
saw.
“How much do you want for a painting?”
Zantman asked.
“What about $5,000?” Miller responded,
believing he was offering a lowball price.
Zantman laughed out loud. “You’re
brand-new,” he said. “Nobody knows who
you are. You need to pay your dues.”
They agreed upon $1,200 per painting,

Carmel’s artists

Paradise found
He finds much of his inspiration right
outside the door of his gallery, which is only
a short walk from Carmel Beach and a quick
drive to venues scenic enough to attract honeymooners from all over the world.
“We came to Carmel one sunny afternoon, looked at each other, and said, ‘This is
it … this is heaven,’” said Miller, who had
been on a quest to find paradise with his
wife, Linda, whom he married in 1978.
“Carmel had 49 galleries at the time, so
we went back down to L.A., sold everything
we had, and moved here,” he said. “I didn’t
have a single painting then, so I rented a
space above a restaurant in Pacific Grove,
painted three — each one took me a month
— and figured I’d start at the best gallery in
Carmel and work my way down until some-

By DENNIS TAYLOR
half of which went to the gallery. Framing
cost $250 per painting, leaving Miller, who
had just purchased a home, with $350 for
each sale.
“He hung me on his back wall, and my
paintings sold. He moved me to the front
window, and they sold faster. Then he had a
show, in which all 80 artists were allowed to
hang two paintings each. Five of us sold
something, and I sold both of mine,” he said.
Why not raise the prices, he asked
Zantman. No, said the gallery owner, it’ll be
a couple of years before he would do that. So
Miller walked out, strolled through town,
rented a space on Lincoln Street that same
day, picked up his work from Zantman, and
opened The Jim Miller Gallery in its original
location less than a week later.
He was there for 9 1/2 years, and relocated twice more before landing at his current
Ocean Avenue location in 2008.
“That was the year the economy crashed
and a lot of galleries closed,” he said.
“Looking back, I always seemed to open at
exactly the wrong time — I think I opened
my first gallery during a recession, too —
but I’ve always been a risk-taker.

See MILLER next page

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER
prompted her to take a job as director of
women’s ministries at her church, Carmel
Presbyterian, in August 2017. Mayer had initially volunteered to lead a women’s book
club while Lori Davidson was the director.
When Davidson decided to move back to
Chicago to be with her family, she asked
Mayer if she wanted the job.
“It’s so different from anything I’ve ever,
ever done,” Mayer said. She noted that
almost her entire career was in the corporate
world, and that working for a church would
be an education in “the meaning of true service.” “It was a bridge I had to cross,” she
said.
Her online bio for Carmel Pres includes a
question about what three people — living or
dead — she would most like to sit around a

Jim Miller’s paintings
include abstract and
representational
landscapes,
seascapes and
figures — all in
spectacular color.
Here, he poses with
one of his works in
his gallery on
Ocean Avenue.

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR

See MAYER next page

Don’t miss “Scenic Views,” by
Jerry Gervase, every week in the
Real Estate Section.

Paul
and
Mark
Realtors and Pine Cone Real Estate Columnists

Find Essential Market Data
at
www.CarmelAbodes.com
click on about, reports or scan code.
Paul Brocchini
(831) 601.1620

Real Estate Solutions
For When Needs Change.
Call 831.601.33200
www.A
. damMoniz.com

Mark Ryan
(831) 238.1498

PaulB@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

MarkRyan@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

CalBRE #00904451

CalBRE #01458945

BROCCHINI-RYAN
www.CarmelAbodes.com

30A

The Carmel Pine Cone

BILLS
From page 8A
ter usage to the previous month. It also
reminds ratepayers of the state-ordered
restrictions on the Peninsula — which have
forced Cal Am come up with a new water
supply solution — and offers tips for conserving water.
“The more water you use, the higher the
price per unit you will be charged,” the nar-

MAYER
From previous page
campfire with. Her answer was, “Mahatma
Gandhi, Mother Teresa and John Wooden.”
How did the late, legendary UCLA basketball coach make the list? Mayer said her
husband was so in awe of Wooden and his
legacy that even though the coach had retired
by the time they got there, Doug turned
down a basketball scholarship at Princeton
because he’d rather sit in the stands at
UCLA.
Mayer’s admiration stems more from

MILLER

From previous page

“My theory has always been that if I do
the painting, God will bring the people
through the door for the sales. I’ve never
really paid a lot of attention to what’s happening around me, and for some reason it’s
always seemed to work.”
Miller learned to trust his instincts at a
young age, after a counselor glanced at his
scores on a proficiency test at Montebello
High School in 1958 and decided he was
meant to become an engineer.
“I started taking upper mathematics at
East L.A. Junior College, realized I was
training to do something I absolutely hated
for the rest of my life, and said, ‘I don’t think
so.’”
Miller enrolled the following semester in
random classes, one of which was an art
course.
“The minute I sat down and picked up a
brush, I knew it was what I wanted,” he said.
“I can’t explain why. I had never painted. I
didn’t really draw. There were no other artists
in my family. It just felt right.”
Miller entered the military after junior
college and found the Monterey Peninsula
during basic training at Fort Ord. After military service, he earned a bachelor’s degree in
art from California State University at Los
Angeles, then achieved a second art degree
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rator in the video says.
Stedman said Cal Am previously used the
video program in Ventura.
“I think the response from customers
there was pretty good,” she said. “You get a
tracking rate of how many customers actually opened the email and watched the video,
and I believe it was higher than expected.”
Depending on public reaction to the
videos, California American Water may offer
the program longer than the initial three
months, Stedman said.

CRA hosts talk on water supply
HE SHAPE of Water on the
Monterey Peninsula,” will be the topic of a
discussion hosted by the Carmel Residents
Association Thursday, Jan. 25, at 5 p.m. in
Carpenter Hall at Sunset Center, Mission
and Ninth.
Speakers set to participate include
Monterey Peninsula Water Management

District general manager Dave Stoldt,
George Riley of Cal Am takeover group
Public Water Now, and Cal Am Vice
President Kevin Tilden. The panel will
answer written questions submitted by members of the audience.
Wine and social hour will take place
before and after the program.

Wooden’s post-coaching career, when he
“dedicated his life to helping to train people
in ethical leadership.” She said if she could,
she would ask him how to motivate people to
value ethics and respect, and how to display
dignity — all things she thinks the world
could use more of these days.
In the real world, she’s compiled an ambitious 2018 reading list for the book club, and
she’s determined to keep her youngest son on
the road to a successful adulthood. Spending
time with Doug and all three of her kids,
walking the dog and reading round out her
days.
“It’s been a wonderful journey,” she said.
“I’m so grateful.”

SHOP
From page 1A

local cannabis industry.
One of two cannabis-related businesses
that sought to open a retail shop in The
Barnyard area, Big Sur Canna Botanicals
had its application approved unanimously in
June 2017 by the Monterey County Planning
Commission. Before opening the shop,
Stoney and his partner, John DeFloria, operated a medical marijuana delivery service in
the area.

from the Art Center College of Design, also
located in L.A. at the time.
“Everybody there had talent and experience except me. I was probably the lowest
student at the art center when I arrived. In
fact, I had to take night classes first to build
the portfolio I used to get accepted,” he said.
“But I caught up, and in my last year I submitted pieces in all four categories of the
New York Society of Illustrators contest for
all graduating seniors in North America.”
Few artists were accepted, and almost
nobody was accepted into more than one category. Miller’s work was a place-winner in
all four categories, and he took first place in
one.
Made the leap
He worked afterward as an illustrator in
Los Angeles, earning good money from
movie studios and advertising agencies, but
decided to make the leap to fine art after
marrying Linda, his second wife, in 1978.
“I actually enjoy the business side of art,
which makes me a little different,” said
Miller, who paints and runs his gallery at the
same time.
“Most artists would rather give their art
away than try to sell it themselves, but I
enjoy the selling. I just enjoy talking to people in general.”
Miller’s work, and glass and crystal
sculptures by various world-class artists, can
be viewed at the Ocean Avenue gallery or
online at jimmillergallery.com.
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about the risks associated with marijuana,
and particularly with edibles. “We’ve always
taken an educational approach to what we
do,” added the businessman, who serves on
the board for a nonprofit group, the Coastal
Growers Association, which represents the

DALLAS
From page 1A
labor issues.
Although he wouldn’t say if anyone else
has filed a complaint or aired concerns in a
less formal way with the city, and Moisa’s
report won’t be made public, the results of
her findings will come to light in some way.
“The council will have to address that
issue once the investigation is completed,” he
said. “We want to move this thing on as
promptly as possible, given the opportunity
for the investigator to do a thorough and
complete job.”
He said he hopes the report will be fin-

ished by late January or early February.
Since Monterey County Vintners &
Growers Association executive director Kim
Stemler detailed some of the ways she felt
Dallas acted or spoke inappropriately to her,
despite her requests that he stop, and some in
the business community said he had threatened to sue or “destroy” them, others have
contacted The Pine Cone with similar experiences, or worse.
They have all said, however, that they
don’t want their names publicized or their
detailed accounts published, for fear of retribution or confrontation. The use of anonymous sources in news stories is problematic,
because anyone can say anything about
someone else while remaining anonymous,
and therefore not taking responsibility for it.
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From page 1A
he said. “Hopefully we can get that done before the AT&T.”
None of the work is major, since they are leasing the property, so a couple of rooms will simply be closed off to the
public until more extensive upgrades can be made. One of
them is the cabin that caught fire a couple of years ago after
a mattress was left in front of a heater.
“We are not doing any major remodeling,” he explained.
“We’re just doing enough for core compliance for safety.
Then we’ll open the doors and see if it works for both parties.”
Desai said city officials have “been really cooperative and
helpful.”
“They were at the property several times, and we are discussing it almost on a daily basis,” he said.
Fasulo, who issued warning notices and letters to Kim in
the spring of 2012 when the conditions of the property were
so bad as to warrant health and safety concerns, said he was
happy to see some progress there.
“They are doing a major cleaning job and doing great,” he
said.
Desai applied to the city for the business license on Dec.
8, 2017.

Sunday, Jan 14th

Estate planner offers talk
D

ELVING INTO a topic that will likely be of interest to
many local retirees, Eric Holk will present a talk, “The 10
Most Common Estate Planning Mistakes,” Wednesday, Jan.
17, at Carmel Foundation’s Diment Hall.
Holk is state bar-certified specialist in estate planning,
trust and probate law. He will discuss what happens if you die
without a trust or a will, how you can minimize or eliminate
estate taxes, and other related subjects.
The talk is free and starts at 2:30 p.m. The Carmel
Foundation is located at Eighth and Lincoln.
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