
Volunteer docent Tom Clifton
captured this striking holiday
portrait of a mother bobcat
and her kitten Dec. 17 in
Mound Meadow at Point
Lobos State Reserve. Clifton
took a series of photos that
show the mother trying to feed
the kitten a small animal she
had just caught, but the young-
ster was more interested in
playing with it than eating it.

Regal family at Point Lobos ICE kicked out of jail 
by ‘sanctuary state’ law
n Sheriff concedes move 
could endanger public 

By KELLY NIX

FEDERAL IMMIGRATION agents
working to deport illegal immigrant crimi-
nals no longer have daily access to the
Monterey County Jail, Sheriff Steve Bernal
told the press this week in explaining his
department’s efforts to comply with the new
“sanctuary state” law that goes into effect.
Jan. 1. 

In a press conference in Salinas Monday,
Bernal said that to adhere to Senate Bill 54,
called the California Values Act, the

Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agent who’s worked at a desk inside the jail
in Salinas will no longer have that desk by
the end of this week.

“As the sheriff of Monterey County,
maintaining public safety is of the utmost
importance to me,” Bernal told news
reporters at the sheriff ’s office. “I will
always do what’s right for this county.”

SB54, among other things and with some
exceptions, ensures that no state or local
funds are spent on helping federal immigra-
tion authorities deport illegal immigrants,
even those convicted of crimes. The bill was
signed by Gov. Jerry Brown in October.

‘Always that risk’
While Bernal said he’s hopeful the new

law will foster greater trust between immi-
grants and law enforcement, he concedes it
could also put the public at greater risk from
illegal immigrant criminals who otherwise
would have been taken into custody by ICE
after serving out their sentences.

“Yes, there’s always that possibility;
there’s always that risk,” Bernal — who has
spoken against the new law — told The Pine
Cone after the press conference. 

Those opposed to SB54 point to the ille-
gal immigrant from Mexico who fatally shot
Kathryn Steinle in July 2015 after being
released from custody by the City of San
Francisco despite having numerous prior
felony convictions and being deported multi-
ple times. 

More arrests coming?
In a statement in October, ICE Acting

Director Tom Homan was highly critical of
the law, saying it would “undermine public
safety” and hinder ICE from performing its
duties. 

Homan also warned that by removing
ICE officials from jails and prisons, agents
would have “no choice but to conduct at-
large arrests in local neighborhoods and at

Panetta decries tax bill, saying it will hurt MoCo residents 
By KELLY NIX

THE REVISED tax plan Republicans
passed Wednesday that promises to provide
substantial breaks to millions of Americans
while also cutting taxes for the wealthy and
corporations, will actually mean higher taxes
for many working- and middle-class families
who live on the Central Coast, Congressman
Jimmy Panetta told The Pine Cone. 

Panetta, who voted against the bill — like
every other Democrat in the House and
Senate — said the revised code would nega-
tively impact many his of less financially
fortunate constituents, and would increase
the national debt.

“I can see how one could say the tax plan
could help them, but when you look at the
specifics … it’s basically going to hurt the
middle class and lower class on the Central

Coast,” Panetta told The Pine Cone in an
interview Wednesday. 

Panetta didn’t go as far as House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, who pro-
claimed the tax bill was “Armageddon” and
the “worst bill in the history” of Congress,
but he slammed Republicans for what he
said was unvetted and “rushed” legislation.
The plan, he said, would “exacerbate the
challenges our nation currently faces.”

“I believe that we need bipartisan tax
reform crafted through an evidence-based
process, with deliberative hearings and input
from a wide range of experts,” he said. 

Citing statistics from the Ways and Means
Committee Democrats, Panetta said that the
“most disconcerting” part of the bill is that it
caps state and local tax deductions at
$10,000, which is “far below” the average
$23,000 deduction claimed by more than
177,000 households in the 20th
Congressional District, which he represents. 

“The plan also reduces the limit on the
mortgage interest deductions, which will
have a detrimental impact on high-cost hous-

Homebuilder fined after excavation kills protected oak
By MARY SCHLEY

A BUILDER has to replace the oak tree
that fell over at Lopez and Second several
weeks ago after construction workers killed
it while excavating for a new home, the for-
est and beach commission decided last
Thursday. The firm, Lewis Builders, must
also pay a $2,510 fine, the commission said. 

The owner of the property, LB
Homebuyers, is replacing an old home with
a 2,480-square-foot, two-story, contempo-
rary-style home on the steeply sloping,
7,908-square-foot lot. 

The planning commission reviewed and
approved the plans for the new home in
February and March.

But in late November, city forester Mike
Branson told the commission, LB
Homebuyers and Lewis Builders asked for
permission to cut down two oaks, a 30-inch-
diameter tree, and a smaller one. While the
larger tree was decaying and was therefore

approved for removal, Branson said the
smaller oak was healthy and must remain. 

Lewis Builders was asked to redesign the
retaining walls to avoid the tree, but that
never happened, according to Branson. An

engineer sent a letter saying the house could-
n’t be built as designed while also protecting
the tree. After excavation damaged the oak’s

PHOTO/JEFF BARON

Heavy equipment
used for excavating
this steep lot at Lopez
and Second cut into
the roots of a red-
wood and several
oaks on the property.
One of the trees fell
over and died, and
the forest and beach
commission fined the
builder and said he
has to plant a
replacement tree.
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FIRE CHIEF NOT FIRED AFTER ALL
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY council will have to take
back the resolution of appreciation it gave
Gaudenz Panholzer at this month’s meeting,
because the chief of the Monterey Fire
Department (and therefore, of Carmel’s and
Pacific Grove’s fire stations, too), is not leav-
ing, after all. 

Monterey city manager Mike McCarthy
decided to fire Panholzer last month after
determining that a change in leadership was
necessary. But McCarthy resigned this week,
and interim city manager Hans Uslar
reversed that decision.

“I will be staying,” Panholzer, whose last
day was going to be Dec. 31, told The Pine
Cone Thursday. “Hans asked me yesterday to

stay, and I agreed.”
“We are very pleased that Gaudenz has

accepted our offer to stay on as our fire
chief,” Uslar said. “Gaudenz and I will be
working together on providing great, reliable
services to our city, as well as to our neigh-
boring agencies in Carmel, Pacific Grove
and Sand City.” Those cities, as well as the
Presidio of Monterey, Monterey Airport,
Naval Postgraduate School and La Mesa
Village (a military community off of

See ICE page 10ASee CHIEF page 18A

See OTTER page 18A

See PANETTA page 14A

See OAK page 15AShark-bitten otter 
on road to recovery

By MARY SCHLEY

THE OTTER pup that was found on the
sand at the south end of Carmel Beach last
Thursday morning, and that was rescued by
a Monterey Bay Aquarium specialist who
concluded the young male had been bitten by
a shark, is recovering well and adjusting to
his new surroundings, according to aquari-
um spokesman Emerson Brown.

“The otter is stable and has started to
adjust to life here at the Aquarium,” Brown
said. The pup is estimated to be around 9
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