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RESCUED OTTER PUP WAS VICTIM OF A SHARK-BITE
By MARY SCHLEY

and its rescuers. She said they told her the pup was about 8
weeks old.
“The mother is likely gone,” she added.
Brown said the pup is in ICU, where Aquarium staff are
attempting to stabilize him.
“That’s where we’re at for the moment,” he said.

A

N OTTER pup was recovering in the intensive care
unit at the Monterey Bay Aquarium Thursday after being rescued from Carmel Beach that morning, according to
spokesman Emerson Brown. The pup, a male, has “two relatively superficial lacerations
on his right side,” he said. A an adorable male otter pup (below) found on
“His injuries seem to have Carmel Beach Thursday morning was guarded
been caused by shark bites.”
by officer Joe Boucher (right) and Monterey
After someone called Bay Aquarium specialist Karl Mayer until it was
police to report finding the taken to ICU to be treated for a shark bite.
pup on the sand at the south
end of the beach near Santa
Lucia Avenue shortly before
8 a.m. Dec. 14, Carmel
Police officer Joe Boucher
went down to the beach,
where he was joined by Karl
Mayer, a specialist from the
Aquarium.
The two kept the otter
still and fended off dogs and
passersby until the animal
could be captured.
Felicia Pfleger, wife of
Carmel Police Sgt. Ron
Pfleger, was walking her dog
on the beach when she
encountered the tiny otter
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Desal test well
permit extended
n Coastal commission expresses no
doubts about its feasibility or safety
By KELLY NIX

D

ESPITE OPPOSITION from a few environmentalists,
the California Coastal Commission on Wednesday approved
Cal Am’s request to keep its Marina desalination test slant
well operating for another year.
At the state agency’s meeting in Dana Point, commissioners approved a recommendation by their executive director,
John Ainsworth, to extend Cal Am’s existing permit for the
test well so it could do “maintenance pumping” for two to
four hours per week until the end of February 2019.
“Staff believes that the proposed one-year extension
would result in no adverse environmental effects, so we continue to recommend that you approve this immaterial amendment request,” agency deputy director Alison Dettmer told
commissioners.
Cal Am’s original permit required the utility to complete
its test of the slant well and cap it off by Feb. 28, 2018.
However, an extension was necessary, Cal Am said, because
of the Public Utilities Commission’s lengthy delay in approving the company’s proposed full-scale desal plant. The PUC
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See DESAL page 14A

Payroll business owner ‘destitute,’ attorney says

Tasting room OK’d
south of Ocean Ave.

n Workers want final paychecks,
but are not likely to get them

By MARY SCHLEY

OVERRIDING ITS own policy for limiting new winetasting rooms in town, the planning commission on
Wednesday unanimously decided to allow Holman Ranch
Estate Vineyard to open a venue at San Carlos and Seventh
in Hampton Court. The city’s guidelines call for all new tasting rooms to be located north of Ocean Avenue, considering
the predominance of similar businesses on the south side of
town, and commissioners in the past have cited that strong
preference as cause for denying requests for new tasting
rooms below Ocean Avenue.
Because of that, planner Catherine Tarone recommended
the commission deny Holman Ranch’s application. But the
guidelines are not law, so planning commissioners can ignore
them if they choose.
Liz Bolar, general manager and chief operating officer of
Holman Ranch, said the owners are looking forward to relocating their tasting room from Carmel Valley Village and
“being part of this community.” She argued for being allowed
to open on the south side of Ocean because the space in
Hampton Court is “the only suitable location on the market,”
since it doesn’t exceed 1,000 square feet (a limit also stated
in the policy) and has enough water.

See TASTING page 13A

By KELLY NIX

T

HE OWNER of a shuttered Monterey payroll company
who owes tens of thousands of dollars to his ex-employees —
and millions of dollars to his clients — is “destitute,” and
earns only a “couple of hundred dollars a week” working
menial jobs to get by, his attorney told The Pine Cone this
week.
John McEwan ran Pinnacle Workforce Solutions until the
fall of 2016, when the company suddenly was unable to pay
its employees and fulfill an estimated $6 million in clients’
payments and tax withholdings.
However, more than a year after the company went under,
and with a felony charge against him, McEwan is broke and
will have a difficult time paying his former employees and
clients, some of which are small businesses on
the Monterey Peninsula, according to his
lawyer, Larry Biegel.
“He’s doing the best he can,” Biegel said.
“He’s no Bernie Madoff.”
Although Pinnacle funneled about $90 million a month from the company’s roughly 1,000
clients to their employees and other people they
owed money to, Biegel said McEwan never

paid himself more than $100,000 per year while operating
the business. Now, McEwan is scraping to make ends meet
with jobs that allow him to “maybe” earn a “couple hundred
dollars a week,” though Biegel declined to say what type of
work McEwan is doing.
“He is basically destitute right now,” Biegel said. “He is
working menial positions.”
When asked who is paying McEwan’s legal bills, Biegel
said “that came from family.”
Biegel said McEwan doesn’t own any other businesses,
including the Texas-based ePayroll Express he and wife
Colleen founded in 1990, and a tax preparation business he
resurrected earlier this year after Pinnacle went under. He’s in
the same house he’s lived in for 30 years, Biegel said.
Following a year-long FBI investigation into McEwan’s
business practices, federal prosecutors in November charged
him with one count of wire fraud. McEwan, they say, “per-

See DESTITUTE page 18A

You got a permit for that?

Plastics, pot and granny units laws to take effect
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH THE city council’s final OK last week for
three new ordinances, rules for using and selling marijuana, offering plastic straws and to-go containers,
and building granny units will become law early next
year.
At their Dec. 5 meeting, council members first
voted on the final version of an ordinance requiring
food vendors and restaurants to switch to compostable,
biodegradable or recyclable food packaging next
April, and to stop providing plastic straws and utensils
to customers unless they ask for them, starting in
February. The new law was brought about in part by a
group of River School kids who asked the city council
to ban disposable to-go containers, straws and other
plastic items that end up in landfills, on the beach or in

the ocean, where they can harm sea life.
The new ordinance on cannabis brings the city into
compliance with state law while retaining local control
by prohibiting all pot-related businesses in the city, not
allowing smoking in any public area or any place open
to the public, and forbidding cultivation of more than
six plants, which must be grown inside a private residence or in a secured accessory building, like a locked
greenhouse.
Residents Barbara Livingston and Lauren Banner
encouraged the council to allow pot to be grown outdoors, while resident Carl Iverson said the council
should approve the ordinance as written.
City administrator Chip Rerig noted that the city
cannot prohibit growing pot indoors but cautioned the

See LAWS page 16A

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

No permits or EIRs were required for this gingerbread house — or for any of
the other creations in a gingerbread village on display just outside the council
chambers. The festive houses were made by the staff in various departments.
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