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Panetta signs letter
urging Trump to
admit more refugees
By KELLY NIX

T

HE 45,000 refugees that the Trump administration has
said it would allow into the United States in 2018 is “woefully insufficient,” and the country should resettle more than
twice that number, according to a letter signed this week by
Congressman Jimmy Panetta and 100 of his colleagues in the
House of Representatives.
On Wednesday, Panetta joined dozens of other members
of Congress in decrying President Donald Trump’s refugee
admissions for next year, urging him to increase the refugees
to 110,000 — the number admitted under Obama administration guidelines this year.
“Failing to do our part to alleviate this global crisis undermines our leadership, diplomacy and national security,” the
Oct. 18 letter said.
According to Democrats, Trump’s call for 45,000
refugees, which they say is the lowest in the “nation’s history,” is “woefully insufficient when compared to the millions
of people who have been forced to flee their home countries.”
They pointed to the 85,000 that the Obama administration
accepted into the country in 2016.
On Thursday afternoon, Panetta told The Pine Cone why
he believes allowing more refugees to resettle into the country would benefit American citizens.
“One, we are living up to the ideals of our country as a
nation of immigrants,” he said. “Two, we are also living up to
our role as an international player, as an international leader,
as a country that people look to for enlightened leadership.”
Local towns included
The freshman congressman referred to the refugees who
have settled in Monterey County and other areas of the 20th
Congressional District, including three in Carmel.
“Since 2002 to 2016, we had six refugees settled in Santa
Cruz County, 13 in Gilroy, 21 in Salinas, 19 in Monterey,
three in Carmel, 10 Pacific Grove and six in Seaside,” said
Panetta, citing figures from a Jan. 30 article in the
Sacramento Bee.
The Bee article, which contains a map where it says
refugees have resettled in the United States, also indicates
that 18 refugees settled in Marina and four in Sand City.
When asked whether he believed resettling refugees from
war-torn Syria would be more feasible than creating “safe
zones” for people who have been displaced by violence,
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Big Sur parties as long isolation ends
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

FTER EIGHT months of being stranded on “Big Sur Island” — where simply buying groceries or doing the laundry meant
making a difficult hike — residents who live
south of the Pfeiffer Creek Bridge literally
danced in the street when a throng of dignitaries arrived Oct. 13 to herald the reopening
of Highway 1.
More than 100 people — including residents, business owners, community leaders,
elected officials from as far away as
Washington D.C., and even a local bluegrass
ensemble — met at the site of the new Pfeiffer
Creek Bridge in Big Sur for a ribbon-cutting
ceremony.
Later the same day, motorists were able to
drive from Carmel to Nepenthe restaurant and
other popular tourist destinations in less than
an hour for the first time since February, when
cracks were discovered in the Pfeiffer Creek
Bridge and the arduous process to replace it
began.
The mood at the ceremony was festive, and
the weather was perfect. The speakers included State Sen. Bill Monning, who thanked
Caltrans and the project’s contractor, Golden
State Construction Company, for their efforts.
He also paid tribute to the Big Sur community, which has long endured despite the neverending threat of fire, mudslides and road troubles. “Despite very different opin-
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Surrounded by VIPs, Fifth District Supervisor Mary Adams (top) cuts the ribbon at a ceremony in Big Sur Oct. 13 to mark the reopening of Highway 1 at Pfeiffer Creek. The
celebration included tasty treats (left) and dancing in the street (right).

Cocoa bar runs into thicket of restaurant rules
By MARY SCHLEY

D

OES THE size of your counter define the type of
restaurant you have? Should photos of food be considered
signs subject to regulation, or are they protected by the First
Amendment?
The city council delved into those issues Oct. 3 after
Mayor Steve Dallas and council members Carolyn Hardy and
Jan Reimers challenged the planning commission’s 3-2 vote
in July to allow the couple who own the Carmel Coffee and
Cocoa Bar to run it as a regular restaurant, with table service,
but keep the long counter, as well as menu boards and photos

of their dishes on the walls.
After an hour-long discussion, the council (minus
Reimers, who had to step down because she owns property
within 500 feet) didn’t take away Mira and Mathew Porgess’
ability to run the former coffee shop as a sit-down restaurant,
but they told the couple they need to remodel the interior to
make it look more like one.
‘Fulfilling a need’
In his report to the council, planning director Marc
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LOCALS OFFER AID AFTER DEVASTATION IN WINE COUNTRY; SMALL FIRES HIT MOCO
By MICHAEL TROUTMAN, MARY SCHLEY
and CHRIS COUNTS

T

HE HORRIFIC wildfires in and around the wine country of Napa and Sonoma counties — which have taken at
least 42 lives and damaged or destroyed thousands of homes
and at least 22 wineries — are now approaching containment,
and evacuation orders are being lifted in some areas. The
impacts of these incidents will, of course, be felt for decades
to come, but the efforts of people from the Monterey area are

already
making
things
a
little
better.
On Tuesday, Jack and Dawn Galante led a convoy of three
SUVs that delivered food, relief supplies and money to Santa
Rosa. Dawn’s Dream Winery and Galante Vineyards put the
word out to their club members, friends and the community,
raising $5,493 for the North Bay Fire Relief Fund and a
mountain of goods for the Red Cross.
“Our team immediately went into motion when we heard
about the fires,” Dawn Galante said. “For Jack and me, helping others was the whole mission of starting Dawn’s Dream

Winery. Our local community really stepped in, and a few
hundred people donated goods and money. People always
seem to have room in their hearts when there’s a crisis like
this.”
Cal Fire Chief Mark Mondragon of Salinas is in charge of
food operations for hungry firefighters at the Sonoma
County Fairgrounds.
“In this camp, we’ve served over 31,000 meals since last
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(Left) Flames leap into the air near York School Sunday during a 32-acre wildfire. In wine country, the aftermath of several huge fires
that started Oct. 8 included Monterey County residents bringing donated supplies (center), and a touch of color amid the ruins (right).
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