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SCREENSHOTS FROM VIDEO BY AKIKO BARTON

These screenshots, captured over one second of video, show a campsite in Sequoia National Forest with Jennie Lake in
the background. During a rainstorm, a camper starts to put on a sweatshirt. Suddenly (upper right), a lightning bolt strikes
the shoreline in the distance, instantly igniting a tree. The blast also seriously injured P.G. resident Chris Lovera and his kids. 

n Father and children recovering from injuries 

Video shows lightning strike that hit family

By KELLY NIX

A CELL-PHONE video has emerged of the
terrifying moment a Pacific Grove man and his
two children were struck by lightning — and it
shows an explosion that looks like a bomb going
off.
The video, shot Sept. 3 by camper Akiko

Barton, graphically shows the instant Mother
Nature struck Chris Lovera, 51, and his two chil-
dren, Aiden, 12, and Nadia, 9, while they were
vacationing in Sequoia National Forest. All three
were injured in the lightning strike, which rever-

berated loudly across Jennie Lake.
“It’s like this vivid red-orange fire coming

down the trees,” Lovera told The Pine Cone
Tuesday morning at a coffee shop in Pacific Grove
hours after seeing the video for the first time. “It’s
powerful. The sounds are powerful and the
moment is powerful.” 
The footage shows a widespread flash and a

long bolt of flames shooting down into a tall pine
tree and exploding on the ground below where the
Loveras had been sitting together. A plume of fire

See LIGHTNING page 11A
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‘Lines in the Sand’ was the theme of the 54th annual Great Sand Castle Contest on
Carmel Beach Saturday, and this Lion in the Sand won the top prize — the Golden Shovel.
Beachgoers appreciated the sculpture so much that it remained intact the next day.

Deputy clerk placed on
leave pending inquiry

By MARY SCHLEY

DEANNA ALLEN, the city’s
deputy city clerk who works in
finance — and who
was convicted of
committing welfare
fraud a few years
back — is on paid
leave “while an
inquiry is made
regarding some
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
issues,” according to
city attorney Glen
Mozingo.
“We expect that

once the issues are
fully explored, Ms.
Allen will be
returned to active
status,” he said.
The city is inves-

tigating “procedures
and documents over which the
employee may have exer-
cised administrative control,”
Mozingo said, and the questions
raised “require that the city take

interim steps in order to protect both
the employee and the city by insur-
ing that no one has access to the doc-
uments or reports other than an inde-

pendent forensic
accountant.”
The records have

also been “frozen in
time by outside ven-
dors,” Mozingo
said.
“This procedure

will ensure a fair
and unbiased exami-
nation of the materi-
als in question and
will provide the city
with sufficient
information to
address the issues
that have been
raised in a natural
fashion without
prejudice to either

the city or the employee,” he contin-
ued. “The placing of the employee
on paid administrative leave is for

Deanna Allen

See ALLEN page 15A

Inn owners file suit over sale

Sandcastle winners celebrate

n ‘Resort’ has 
become anything but

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PEBBLE Beach family
that owns the long vacant and slowly
deteriorating Carmel Resort Inn on
Carpenter Street filed suit in
Monterey County Superior Court
Friday against Carmel resident
Jonathan Sapp and a couple of his
business partners, accusing them of
“torturous” and “intentional” inter-

ference with their attempts to sell the
16-parcel property to someone else.
Earlier this year, owner Tong

Pyong Kim received multiple warn-
ings from the city, the county health
department, and the air resources
district regarding the condition of the
property, including open pits with
standing water, unlocked doors in
boarded-up buildings, unpermitted
work, and piles of rubbish. In May,
Sapp said he represented a group of
investors that had been in escrow to

See ‘RESORT’ page 14A

Big Sur hotels prepare for bridge reopening
-By CHRIS COUNTS

CUT OFF since February to vehicle traffic from
the north due to storm damage along Highway 1, four
of Monterey County’s most distinctive resorts are
planning for the reopening of the Pfeiffer Creek
Bridge sometime next month, and eagerly anticipat-
ing a return to business as usual — or least what

passes for usual in Big Sur, where road troubles are
as predictable as the arrival of the summer fog.

n Breakfast is back at Deetjen’s
At Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn — where falling red-

woods and mudslides in February destroyed five
rooms — breakfast will be served this Sunday, from
9 a.m. to noon, for the first time in seven months.
Matt Glazer, who recently took over as Deetjen’s gen-
eral manager, said the inn will slowly ramp up oper-
ations over the next month, and by the time the high-
way reopens, it will serve dinner and welcome
overnight guests. “We’re hoping to have all our
wheels greased by the time the bridge project is com-
plete,” Glazer told The Pine Cone.
Of the five rooms that were wrecked earlier this

year, only one has been restored. The others are in
various stages of planning or reconstruction, and two
can’t be rebuilt where they used to be because of  an
“active hillside,” explained Glazer, who got his start
in Big Sur working as a chef at Esalen Institute.
The damaged rooms will eventually be brought

back into service — and Glazer said every effort will
be made to keep the original look and character of
each one. Change is not an option at Deetjen’s, which
was built as a private home in the 1930s by Helmuth
Deetjen, began hosting guests in the 1940s, and
became a nonprofit after Deetjen passed away in
1972.
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By KELLY NIX

WHEN MEMBERS of leftist extremist group
Antifa attacked conservatives at a free-speech rally
in Berkeley on Aug. 27, many of the black-clad
activists wore masks and other disguises to conceal
their identities. A Monterey County man is trying to
prevent the same thing from happening here.
In a Sept. 12 letter to the Monterey County Board

of Supervisors, Ron Kabat requested that the five
elected officials cast a “vote of assurance” to let their
constituents know that they won’t hamstring the
Monterey County Sheriff’s Office’s ability to enforce
California Penal Code 185 — a law that makes it ille-
gal for people to wear masks or conceal their identity

Will sheriff enforce
anti-masking law? 

See ENFORCE page 12A See PREPARE page 18A

WOMEN in
BUSINESS


