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Panetta in right field as Congress pays tribute
n Was practicing at separate field during
assassination attempt on Republicans
By KELLY NIX

PHOTO/SARAH DAVEY

Jimmy Panetta gestures to the crowd ahead of the Congressional
baseball game at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., Thursday
night. He’s wearing a Lobos jersey on loan from Monterey Peninsula
College. To honor GOP Rep. Steve Scalise, who was critically
wounded in a shooting Wednesday, some of the players are wearing caps from LSU — Scalise’s alma mater.
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Police radios will soon go silent for public ears
By MARY SCHLEY

O

N A recent morning, police responded to a holdup
alarm at an art gallery on Dolores near Ocean. The alarm
turned out to be false, but the only way most people would
have known the call occurred at all would be from hearing
the officers and the dispatcher talk about it over their radios.
And if it had been a robbery, the story would have been
reported in The Pine Cone.
But soon, that valuable source of information — which
has enabled TV and newspaper reporters to advise the public
about bomb threats, armed robberies, shootings, car chases,
manhunts and numerous other crimes as they’ve unfolded —
will be a thing of the past. And with that, coverage of police
activities will be greatly curtailed.
On May 30, Monterey Police Chief Dave Hober
announced the long-planned system of encrypted digital
radio communications in Monterey County would begin its
final testing phase June 1.
“In essence, we are testing to ensure the new radio system
will be reliable over a period of approximately 45 days, with
the ability to switch back to the old system if a problem was

One pot shop gets OK
while the other waits
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

HE AUDIENCE at a well attended public hearing June
14 in Salinas burst into applause when the Monterey County
Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve an
application by Big Sur Cannabotanicals to establish a medical marijuana business in a 2,100-square-foot space at
26352 Carmel Rancho Lane.
Owned by Aram Stoney and John DeFloria, the business
has been operating as a medical marijuana delivery service at
the site since last year when the county granted it an exemption.
Before the vote, more than a dozen residents testified in
support of Big Sur Cannabotanicals, while nobody opposed
it. Many were either patients or caregivers who have purchased cannabis products from the business.
“Big Sur Cannabotanicals has been the ultimate in profes-
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encountered,”
Hober
told
The
Pine
Cone
Wednesday. Assuming it passes the test, the whole system
will go online Aug. 1.
In the works for nearly a decade, the $14 million overhaul
moves emergency transmissions for police and fire agencies
from analog channels to digital channels, enabling clearer
communications between people in the field and eliminating
the interference that occurs when two of them try to transmit
at the same time. But with the move to digital technology
comes the ability to encrypt transmissions, so only those with
radios programmed with the proper decryption keys can hear
and speak with each other.
“The purpose and intent of encryption are to thwart crim-
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Sunset Center
put in charge of
Forest Theater

C

ONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta took the field
Thursday evening during a Congressional baseball game at
Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. Just the day before, he
was at bat during a practice with other Democratic House of
Representatives members for the annual charity event when
he got word that shots had been fired at a field in Alexandria,
Va., where GOP members were practicing.
“I was up to bat when the coach, Mike Doyle, a
Democratic congressman from Pennsylvania, got a notification on his phone that there was an active shooter in
Alexandria at a field near where Republicans were practicing,” Panetta told The Pine Cone not long after the attack.
About two minutes later, as more information became
available, Panetta said the Democrats abruptly called off their
practice and took shelter.
“We immediately proceeded to the dugout,” Panetta
recalled. “Everybody goes to their phones to see what’s going
on. At that point a couple of Capitol Police showed up and
gave us a briefing of what they knew. We said a prayer, and
remained in place until we received further guidance from
police as to what we should do.”
Panetta and the other Democrats would soon learn that the
victims of the shooting included Republican Majority Whip,

S I N C E

By MARY SCHLEY

T

O THE surprise of many, the city council last Tuesday
handed day-to-day operations of the historic Forest Theater
over to the nonprofit that runs Sunset Center. The council
unanimously voted to approve separate 15-year leases that
put Sunset Cultural Center Inc. in charge of the city’s two
theaters, and which guarantee annual taxpayer-funded “operating grants” for each property.
“The city no longer wanted to be in the theater business,”
city administrator Chip Rerig explained at the June 6 meeting. “It was not in our wheelhouse.”
The agreements were the result of eight months of negotiations between council members Carrie Theis and Carolyn
Hardy, Rerig and representatives of SCC — the nonprofit
that was formed shortly after the theater’s remodel was completed more than a dozen years ago, and which has overseen
the center ever since.
When negotiations started, according to Rerig, the city
wanted an agreement that would expire when the bonds for
the remodel of Sunset Center are paid off in 2032, and would
include cost controls and obligate the SCC to undertake more
fundraising efforts.
“Most importantly,” Rerig said in his report, the city
“insisted that SCC assume management and operations of
the Forest Theater because of their expertise in the field.”
‘Protecting taxpayer funds’
The result was the two separate leases, approved last
week, which were drafted with the help of city attorney Don
Freeman and attorney Glen Mozingo, who was also working
on behalf of the city. The leases hinge on “partnership and
cooperation, while protecting taxpayer funds and interests in
a responsible manner,” Rerig said. SCC’s board of directors
approved both agreements May 24.
The new lease for Sunset Center calls for a $750,000 subsidy per year from the city for the first three years, and while
the city could drop the amount during a fiscal emergency, it
couldn’t go below $600,000. The agreement also calls for
performance benchmarks, like providing “diverse arts programming of the highest quality, including collaboration
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Rerig fills key vacancies
n Public works director, building official
By MARY SCHLEY

C

ITY ADMINISTRATOR Chip Rerig made more headway in his mission to fill vacant positions when he hired
Robert Harary as the new director of public works and Dick
Bower as the new building official at the end of last month,
and he plans to have a new senior planner on staff in the next
week or so.
The city has been without a public works director since
Rob Mullane left in March, while it’s lacked a full-time
building official since Joe Headley departed last August.
“We had an open and competitive process for both positions,” Rerig said this week.
‘A proven track record’
He announced the new hires in a May 31 email to the
mayor and city council.
“Bob is a registered professional civil engineer who has
served public agencies for 25 years, with 12 years’ experience in similar public works leadership positions,” he said.
Harary is coming to Carmel from the City of Monterey,
where Rerig worked with him for several years. “Bob has a
proven track record of implementing capital improvement
programs worth hundreds of millions of dollars and excels at
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Sunset Center (top) and the newly renovated Forest Theater (above).
Under a new contract approved by the city council, the two venues
will have the same management.
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