
CARMEL PINE Cone founder William Overstreet and his wife,
Katheryn, were honored Wednesday morning with the installation of
a marker at their side-by-side graves in Pacific Grove’s El Carmelo
Cemetery. Attending the ceremony were (above, from left) grandson
Gary Appleton and great-grandchildren Terri Dee Appleton, Joe
Flores and Michele Perrault. 

Second from right is Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller, who told the
family, “I’d especially like to thank Mr. Overstreet for giving our news-
paper such an unusual, but perfect, name.” 

After launching the newspaper in 1915, Overstreet went on to
serve in many capacities in the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea, including
postmaster. His wife died of cancer in 1932; he was struck by a car
and killed in April 1941 while walking along the highway from

Monterey to
Carmel. The dri-
ver was never
identified.

The grave-
site is about 50
feet inside and
just to the right
of the ceme-
tery’s main en-
trance off Asilo-
mar Boulevard.

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

William Overstreet 
gets a grave marker

PHOTOS/KELLY NIX

Hearing a mother’s scream and seeing a dark form
beneath the surface of the lagoon, artist John Burton
jumped in and rescued Teah, age 5, last Sunday.See RESCUE page 17A

Right place, right time leads to rescue of girl
By MARY SCHLEY

HE CONSIDERS it divine intervention, and she calls it “a mira-
cle,” but either way, Stephanie Travaille still has her 5-year-old daugh-
ter because of John Burton, who jumped into the Carmel River
Lagoon and pulled out the submerged girl after she was swept into the
lagoon by a large wave April 2.

Travaille, who grew up here but has since moved away, was walking
with her dad and two daughters, ages 5 and 7, along the beach between
the ocean and the lagoon, and observed that some of the waves were
crashing over the top of the sand dune.

“A giant wave crested over, knocked my dad down and got us com-
pletely wet, and swept up my little daughter and pushed her way into
the lagoon,” she recalled. The last thing she remembered seeing was
the little girl’s feet as the rest of her disappeared under water.

“And she can’t swim,” Travaille said.
Screaming at her father to hold onto the older girl, who was pan-

icking, Travaille plunged into the lagoon after her younger daughter,
Teah.

“I swam out there, and suddenly, this man burst up out of the water,
and he had my daughter in his arms,” said Travaille. “And I was like,

By MARY SCHLEY

REPRESENTATIVES OF several community groups
and nonprofits left a Carmel Community Activities &
Cultural Commission meeting a bit stunned Tuesday morning
after commissioners voted for substantial cuts in the subsi-
dies the city offers them for holding events here.

For the coming fiscal year, seven groups requested grants
totaling $58,616 — including $31,410 for the annual
Concours on the Avenue. The others were $840 for the
Carmel High School homecoming parade, $1,266 for the
city’s Great Sand Castle Contest, $2,600 for the Carmel Host
Lions Club’s Breakfast with
the Bunny, $4,000 for the Run
in the Name of Love, $5,000
for the Monterey Winemak-
ers’ Celebration, and $13,500
for the Carmel Art Festival. In
most cases, the amounts
requested were the same as
what the city would ordinarily
charge for things like using a
city park, blocking streets or
needing signs and barricades.

“Special events benefit the
community in many ways.
They provide cultural, educa-
tional and recreational opportunities that enrich people’s
lives while at the same time enhancing the local economy,”
community services director Janet Bombard said in a report
to the commission. “The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea has a
history of allocating funding to encourage and support spe-
cial events.”

But the problem of figuring out how much to give to
which groups has proved vexing to city hall, as groups com-
pete to show not only how worthy they are, but how needy.

To be fair to all, Bombard suggested commissioners pro-
vide “grants” to offset a percentage of the city’s fees (not
including direct costs to taxpayers, like police overtime).
“Because the city does need to collect fees to offset its costs
for facilitating special events, but also wishes to help event
organizers hold events in the city,” she suggested a reduction

Nonprofits aghast
at possible cuts to
city’s subsidies

Caught here on surveillance footage from a motion-activated
camera, a man calling himself the “Chalk Bandito” is suspected
of defacing the steps at city hall on a half-dozen occasions. He
was finally identified this week. See the story on page 8A.

Caught in the act!

By KELLY NIX

IN JUST a few months, construction will commence on
the first major project to address the Monterey Peninsula’s
water supply problem since a state water agency first ordered
California American Water to drastically curtail pumping
from the Carmel River more than two decades ago.

The Pure Water Monterey project — a collaboration
between the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
and the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency
— will deliver 3,500 acre-feet of purified wastewater each
year from the Marina Water Pollution Control facility to the
Seaside Groundwater Basin, where it will be stored for later
use.

“This project is the first tangible sign of progress on a new
water supply since the [State Water Resources Control
Board’s] first order in 1995,” water district general manager
Dave Stoldt told The Pine Cone Monday. “It sends a clear
signal to our state regulators that the community can and will
address its need.”

Construction of the water project — which will also pro-
vide additional water to the Castroville Seawater Intrusion
Project to be used by farmers — could begin as early as June,
the pollution control agency said. 

The project is funded by a $100 million low-interest state

WASTEWATER RECYCLING

PROJECT SET TO BEGIN

See EVENTS page 10ASee UNITS page 18A

See WATER page 16A

By MARY SCHLEY

A STATE law that makes it easier to build granny units
took effect Jan. 1, and last week, the city council took its first
step toward adopting ordinances that would comply with the
state’s new rules while still protecting the town’s character
and charm.

Planning director Marc Wiener told the council April 4
that the California Legislature recently determined that
allowing people to build rentals on the same land as their
own homes, or remodeling their houses to accommodate
additional tenants in separate living spaces inside, will help
ease housing shortages. As a result, it enacted bills that allow
second units in all residential districts and require local gov-
ernments to approve them without public hearings. The state 

New rules for granny
units are on the way

“We do a lot
for the city. 
I’m really 
disgruntled 
right now.”
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Falling for Frenchies
SHE WAS soothing her French bulldog, Lulu, who

couldn’t find her stuffed piggy, when she got the call.
Two French bulldogs, in dire condition, needed foster-
ing and a safe place to heal. Lulu remained focused
on the missing pig, but she turned her attention to the

Sandy Claws By Lisa Crawford Watson

rescue — two wounded, starved and dehydrated bull-
dogs needed new homes after their person had died
at the age of 91.

His body, and the dogs, weren’t discovered for
seven days, when a neighbor, responding to the
barking she heard, called animal control, and the res-
cue began. Buddha, perhaps 9, and Zoey, maybe 4,
are both females, both white. After receiving medical

attention, the dogs were delivered to Peace of Mind
Dog Rescue, where the staff know exactly who to call.

She’s never met a Frenchie she didn’t want, and
she’s never relinquished one she was asked to foster.
This has led to a lot of Frenchies over the years.
Having heard Zoey and Buddha’s story, she was will-
ing to foster them, on an emergency basis, for 48
hours. After two days of round-the-clock vigil, she
knew, as with all the others, they were hers.  

“My heart went out to them,” their person said.
“They’re both very thin and wounded; they definitely
have a road to recovery, but they’re on it. And they
are so sweet and loving. Despite their condition, it’s
clear that someone loved them, worked with them,
taught them to sit and stay.”

Although her husband had put a ban on fostering
or adopting any more dogs, it’s him they follow
around their Salinas home like little ducklings, and
who has fallen the hardest for them.

“These dogs were probably used to being loved all
day by their elderly person,” she said. “Now, they’re in
a very busy, active home, but they’re getting lots of
love and attention. They’re not beach-ready yet, but
they’re backyard-ready.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Welcome Back!
Injectables are Back and We’re Celebrating!

 Join us as we resolve to pamper you in 2017!  Enjoy our 
Cosmetic specials or treat yourself to one of our many 
product lines.

For our new and existing patients; combine two treatments 
Botox (minimum of 20 units) and Juvederm XC and/or 
Voluma XC and receive Botox at $11 per unit plus an 
additional $100 off each syringe of filler. Offer available 
on same day appointments only. Not valid on current 
appointments, expires April 30, 2017.
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; a consult 
fee will be applied to any treatment purchase if done on the same day.  
All treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. Gift Certificates are available.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey
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For upcoming 
April 30th  
California  

Estates
Auction

Deadline April 20th

Auctions held at 1500 Green Hills Road, Scotts Valley, CA

Find Out What Your 
Items Are Worth at Our 
Free Evaluation Clinics 

on Mission Street, 
between Ocean & 7th Ave.

 
Thursdays, 11 - 1 PM

831-335-9000     www.slawinski.com
Robert Slawinski, 

REALTOR ®

CalBRE# 01354172

Time to Consign

Consign Now For Optimal Marketing Exposure

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122
Ad Sponsored by 
Bruce Crist, CPA

bruce@hhmctax.com

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, give us a call.)

Cammie

If you’d like to meet Cammie, please fill out 
an online adoption application.

Cammie needs a new best friend! 
She’d adore someone who will mosey 
around the block with her, and take 
her to the dog park to socialize with 
her friends. Because of a previous 
injury, she isn’t going for any long runs 
but she gets around well. This 7-year-
old, 38 pound Lab/Chow mix can’t 
wait to meet her family!

Cammie came to us from Monterey 
County Animal Services.
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rolex  oyster perpetual and datejust are ® trademarks.
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Clark’s
CARMEL STONE

Boulders, Cobbles, DG, Path Fines
Baserock, Sand and Gravel

Landscape Materials
Delivery Available

Will Clark
831/385-3204

Transportation, elected officials laud
bill that means big gas tax increase

By KELLY NIX

LOCAL ELECTED officials and
Monterey County’s transportation agency
chief are celebrating a bill state legislators
passed last week that is intended to help fix
the county’s aging roads and bridges — but
will also mean a 12-cent hike in the gasoline
tax, a new vehicle fee and other taxes. 

The law brings the total state and federal
tax burden paid by consumers for gasoline in
the state to about 70 cents per gallon, and
imposes an annual vehicle fee as much as
$175.

On Feb. 6, the California State
Legislature narrowly passed the Road Repair
and Accountability Act of 2017, which will
spend $52.4 billion throughout the state over
the next decade, split equally between state
and local investments. 

“Based on the condition of roads around
here, this is great news for Pacific Grove,
Monterey, and all the cities and counties in
California,” Pacific Grove City Councilman
Rudy Fischer, who has longed pushed for
more infrastructure work in the city, told The
Pine Cone. 

“Between the money that could come to
P.G. from this, the funds we will start getting
from Measure X in July, and what we will
need to add, we may be able to finally get
some major road and road-related work
done,” Fischer said. 

The bill is estimated to provide more than
$21 million per year to Monterey County.
The bill is in addition to Measure X, which
Monterey County voters passed in
November 2016 and calls for an additional
0.375 percent sales tax for 30 years to raise
$600 million for transportation infrastruc-

ture projects.
The new state legislation also got praise

from Transportation Agency for Monterey
County executive director Debbie Hale, who
credited Assembly members Mark Stone and
Anna Caballero and State Sen. Bill Monning
for casting their votes in favor of it. 

The bill “provides a substantial down
payment on the more than $1 billion of
unfunded transportation needs in Monterey
County,” Hale said in a statement. 

The bulk of the funds in the state bill is
devoted to “fix it first” maintenance funding
for existing county roads, city streets, state
highways and bus transit, according to
TAMC. 

More taxes and fees
Besides the increase in the gas tax, which

marks the first time the state gasoline tax has
been raised in 23 years, the bill also hikes
diesel taxes by 20 cents per gallon, levies a
$100 annual fee on owners of electric vehi-
cles, and imposes a new vehicle fee — sepa-
rate from the annual registration fee — that
ranges from $25 to $175, depending on the
value of the car.  

“I know some won’t like it because it is
another tax,” Fischer said. “That doesn’t
please me either, but since we can’t get [Gov.
Jerry Brown] to spend transportation money
on much besides his train, I’m OK with it.
Besides, I would rather spend money on bet-
ter roads than on shocks and tires.”

While the number may seem like an exag-
geration, the governor’s office said
California drivers spend about $700 per year
in extra vehicle repairs caused by rough
roads.

See TAX page 23A

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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The door was locked, except it wasn’t

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
in the Real Estate Section

Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

HERE’S A look at some of the significant
calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office last week. This week’s log was compiled
by Mary Schley.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Necklace found at
Scenic and Martin.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Check found in an
envelope at Lincoln and Eighth.

Pacific Grove: A 32-year-old male was
arrested on Ocean View Boulevard at 0144
hours for a felony warrant. When officers
attempted to place him in the back of the patrol
vehicle, he tried to run and was taken to the
ground.

Pacific Grove: Vehicle check was conduct-
ed on a subject possibly sleeping in a vehicle
on Ocean View Boulevard at 0227 hours. Upon
contacting the occupant, it was determined he
had an arrest warrant on file. The subject was
taken into custody and transported to county

jail. The vehicle was towed due to the arrest.
Pacific Grove: Officer was dispatched to an

injury accident involving two vehicles on
Central Avenue.

Carmel area: Resident on Rio Vista Drive
reported a former employee possibly entered a
private residence while the resident was away.

Pebble Beach: Male reported losing his
wallet while on the golf course. When it was
found by course staff, the cash and credit cards
were missing.

Big Sur: Online report of fraud.
Carmel Valley: Child custody issue on Via

Contenta.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A 22-year-old male
was arrested at San Carlos and Fourth at 0208
hours for public intoxication.

We pay for news photos!

The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 
newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 

Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com.

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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Carmel Beach 
Cleanup

Saturday, April 15, 2017
10 a.m. - noon, foot of Ocean Ave.

Questions? carmelresidents.org/beachcleanup
PLEASE

BRING GLOVES!
Cleanup tools 

will be supplied

Sponsored by Lovers of Carmel Beach-Carmel Residents Assoc.
Coffee and treats will be served, courtesy of 

Bruno’s Market & Deli, Carmel  Coffee House and Diggity Dog. 

Thank you for supporting our time at the beach.

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251
www.terrymcgowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      CalBRE# 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!
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Bliss by the Sea Realty  
Earl Meyers 831-601-9999      Bonnie Sunwood 831-915-6132

Build your own Charming Carmel Cottage
Approved Plans 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Lot for Sale with Water $849,000

Design by Claudio Ortiz

CARMEL RETAIL FOR SALE

• ±12,334 SF building
• Trophy Carmel-By-The-Sea 

retail asset
• New lease with Tommy Bahama
• Excellent visibility and access

• Irreplaceable downtown 
location

• Proven, stable income with 
upside

• Call for pricing details

BLOCK 70 - OCEAN AVENUE

100 DOLORES STREET

• ±3,650 SF building
• Located directly across from the 

Carmel Post Offi  ce between 5th 
& 6th Avenue

• Owner/User opportunity with 
potential carry income

• 8 on-site parking spaces
• Call for pricing details

cushmanwakefi eld.com

For More Information Contact:  Michael Schoeder, 831 647 2105 
                       Lic #00989268

FREEDOM MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
Prompt, Courteous and Safe  Non-Emergency Medical Transportation

We Offer Our Passengers:
• Through the Door Service
• Same Day Service Availability for Last-Minute
   Transportation Needs
• ADA-approved vehicles equipped with
   state-of-the-art wheelchair lifts
• Drivers trained and certified in CPR and First-Aid
• Gurney Access Available

ASK US ABOUT OUR ROUND TRIP SPECIAL RATES TO DOCTOR’S OFFICE!
Monterey County, Santa Cruz, San Jose and Stanford-Palo-Alto

Open 24/7  •  365 days a year

(831) 920-0687  •  www.freedommedicaltransportation.com

Motorcycle

Saturday May 6, 2017
10:00am to 4:00pm • Quail Lodge & Golf Club • Carmel, CA
Adult (ages 18+): $75 • Military/Student/Teen: $65
Child (ages 3 to 12): $15 • Child (2 and under): FREE
Price increases to $95 at the gate on day of event
#quailmotorcycle • Tickets available at quaillodgetickets.com

Amongst the motorcycles, the event features a gourmet southern picnic 
with offerings from local wineries and breweries, live entertainment 

by Delaney Ann and JJ Hawg presented by the KPIG Radio Stage, 
a dedicated kids area provided by MY Museum, leading 

motorcycle and lifestyle vendors, and more!

Celebrating 50 Years of the Norton Commando

RVs and isolated, muddy roads don’t mix, Big Sur tourists discover
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR PEOPLE who were visiting from
China and Japan learned the hard way this
week that large RVs don’t do very well on
long and winding dirt roads in Big Sur dur-
ing wet weather.

The trouble began April 10, when the
driver of a rented RV decided to turn onto
unimproved South Coast Ridge Road, which
intersects Nacimiento-Fergusson Road on its
way to Big Sur. Due to storm damage along
Highway 1, Nacimiento-Fergusson Road
provides the only access to about nine miles
of the coastline between Gorda and Limekiln
State Park.

It’s unclear how many miles the group
traveled along the South Coast Ridge before
they got stuck, but at some point, the RV’s
wheels sank deep into the mud.

The California Highway Patrol only
learned about their plight the next day, and
sent a helicopter crew to look for them. “This
morning, crew members from H-70 were
alerted that the four had been stuck in the
mud since yesterday,” the CHP posted on
social media.

The helicopter soon arrived on scene.
“The crew found the motorhome and a near-
by landing site, then worked for nearly an
hour to free the vehicle,” the report contin-
ued. 

CHP is putting out word that the road —
which is open to the public — requires the
right vehicle.

“If you’re not careful, following Google
Maps might lead you to the realization that,
while the South Coast Ridge Road provides
panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean and
the southern Big Sur coast, it is not intended
for vehicles without four-wheel drive,” the
CHP warned.

But the ordeal wasn’t over yet. After
driving “for miles back toward civilization,”
the RV became “stuck on a high spot in the
road.” “Fortunately, they were now in a much
better location where a tow service was able
to pull them free, and they could continue
their visit,” added the CHP, which noted that
Johnnyboy Towing of Paso Robles made the
long trip to Big Sur to free the RV.

To help prevent a similar situation, the

PHOTOS/CALIFORNIA 
HIGHWAY PATROL

A group of tourists
(below) pose with a
member of a
California Highway
Patrol helicopter
crew, which found
their RV (right) stuck in
the mud along a dirt
road in Big Sur this
week.
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Owlets just on the verge of learning to fly were frightened by a man
who spent 20 minutes jabbing at the outside of their nesting box with
a long stick the night of April 6. The incident was caught on video.

“I’m not sure it was malicious, but it sure looked planned,
and they had this contraption, whatever it was, and they
stayed there for like, 20 minutes,” she said of the man with a
pole and a bystander, who were caught on outside video sur-
veillance and have possibly been identified.

As far as Dmytryk can tell, the alleged harasser and a few
other people went into the restaurant for dinner, but he came
out about 45 minutes later, went to his car, put on a hat, and
returned with a long stick or fishing pole, which he carried
into the front of the restaurant and out to the back, where the
owl box is mounted high above the ground.

“He knew exactly where to go,” she said. Darkness had
just fallen, and for about 20 minutes, the man poked at the
owl box with the pole, scaring its feathered occupants.

From the surveillance footage and some internet research,
Dmytryk said she was able to identify the man. “So we just
gave all that information to the feds yesterday and are hoping

Feds looking for man who bothered baby owls
By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN KIM Solano of the Haute Enchilada restaurant
in Moss Landing took the innovative step of working with
Humane Wildlife Control to set up an owl box on the her
property to help control rodents, she also decided to spread
the word by putting a camera inside and setting up a live
YouTube channel. So when a man walked up one night last
week and started harassing the baby owls inside by jabbing
the outside of their box with a long pole, viewers were quick
to alert Solano and the wildlife company of the disturbance,
which had the frightened young birds trying to fly at the
threat as it hovered outside the box’s hole.

“It’s really strange,” said Rebecca Dmytryk, Humane
Wildlife Control owner and wildlife technician. “And the
poor babies, the two little ones, they were so scared.”

Scaring the owlets was a violation of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, which states it’s illegal to bother, harass, handle,
or disturb in any way a wild bird or nest. See OWLS page 23A
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Greg Kraft  
Residential & Commercial
40+ Years of Local  
Real Estate Experience

831.521.0009
greg@carmelrealtycompany.com

Trust your investment with 
40+ years of proven success 

in Residential & Commercial 
Real Estate Sales

Over 40 Years as  
a Local Resident

Community  
Charitable Supporter

Consistent TOP Producer 
 in Real Estate Sales

Courtney Jones Dana Bambace
831.233.4839

www.CourtneyGJones.com
831.224.6353

www.DanaBambace.com

Carmel  ■  5 beds, 3.5 baths  ■  6.14 Acres  ■  5,971 sq. ft .  ■  www.577Aguajito.com  ■  $3,150,000

JUST LISTED in JACKS PEAK
Sophisticated Estate Overlooking Monterey Bay

By MARY SCHLEY

A MAN frequently seen pedaling a bicycle through
town faces up to six counts of vandalism for scribbling
protest messages in chalk on the front steps at city hall,
Carmel Police Sgt. Luke Powell said Tuesday. Herbert
Egglestone, 61, was identified by detective Rachelle
Lightfoot from surveillance images provided by a motion-

occurred on April 3 at approximately 7:30 p.m., from the
time and date stamp on two digital photographs obtained
from a concealed, motion-activated, digital camera the police
department deployed a few months ago for this purpose,”
Powell said. “The two digital photographs depict the clear
image of the suspect committing the vandalism, and from
these digital images, Detective Lightfoot was able to make a
positive identification of the suspect.”

‘Political in nature’
On Tuesday, she found Egglestone and interviewed him

about the vandalism. Powell said he confessed to defacing
the steps with chalk “and promised to take his art to a legal
venue and somewhere other than the city hall steps.”

As a result, this case and five others that occurred in July,
August and November of 2015, and September and October
of 2016, are being forwarded to the Monterey County
District Attorney’s Office for review and consideration of
charges for six counts of vandalism, according to Powell. 

“Most, if not all, appear to be political in nature,” and
included inscriptions like, “Is city council a public nui-
sance?” a hammer-and-sickle and a swastika.

“None of the events caused any permanent damage to city
property, but did cost the city a total of three man hours (0.5
hours per incident), or the equivalent of $300,” Powell said.

‘Chalk Bandito’ could be charged with vandalism for writing on city hall steps
activated camera police installed outside the Monte Verde
Street building following several similar incidents.

On April 4, an employee at city hall reported the chalk
writing, which seemed to refer to a recent council decision
about counter-service restaurants, and police suspected it
was connected to similar occurrences over the past couple of
years. Several of those were signed by the “Chalk Bandito.”

“Detective Lightfoot was able to determine the vandalism

PHOTO/COURTESY CPD

Over the past two
years, obscure 
political messages
like this one have
appeared on the
front steps at city
hall. This week, a
police detective
identified and 
contacted the 
suspect, Herbert
Egglestone, who
said he would ‘take
his art to a legal
venue.’

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday
night by email —

free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

MOVING SALE
78 BORONDA ROAD

CARMEL VALLEY
High & Low priced furniture, 

Horse Tack, English and Western 
saddles, Construction materials/PVC 

and Copper pipes, etc., Clothes, 
Firewood, Plants, Old West and 

Military Collectibles, 12’ Wrought 
Iron Gate, Much More, 
Something for Everyone.

We are a Delta Dental provider
Courtesy billing for all insurances.

Interest Free Financing available!

www.GumsRus.com

831 . 920 . 0009

Jochen P. Pechak DDS MSD
Diplomate, American Board of Periodontology

Perio & Implant Center
21 Upper Ragsdale Drive

Monterey in Ryan Ranch

Sedation “Sleep” Dentistry

Our Papa provides minimally invasive options for 
common oral surgery leaving even the most 
terrified of patients happy and relieved!

Read more about it,            Pechak DDS anytime

Happy EasterHappy Easter
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Floats like a butterfly,
stings like a bee.

At the NE Corner of the Historic Pine Inn

Carol Crandall   (831) 236-2712   |  www.cpphomes.com
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. Joanne Swenson, Th.D., Senior MinisterThe Rev

3152 Forest Lake Road • Pebble Beach • 831-624-1374
Erdman Chapel, Stevenson School
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Wildcoast Brass Quintet and voices
Join us Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00 am. Music Prelude 1/2 hour prior

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30 PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun Masses: 7:30 AM 9:15 AM 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM & 5:30 PM
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3080 Rio Road, Carmel

eraryfahe Wh of tcChur
h)ct Churhodised Metnit(A U

ice verp Shisrom WWo10 a

elkniwllok Brar MMaottosaP
”dearaus PseThe J  “

 
 

      
         

         

   
  

 

 
 

      
         

         

   
  

 

hooly Scs Sunda’ene • Childrving ChildcarLo
he Seay tmel bh, CarLincoln & 7t

.comeraryfawhethofchur.c4.3550  • www.62183

s

inanessa@carmelpr email vvae call  (831) 274-8652 otisvero adt

san, Botsug HHueegn: Raicisut MseuG

 
 

      
         

         

   
  

 

omne.conec

By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST AS the resort did in 1998 and 2011 when road trou-
ble made Highway 1 impassable, the Post Ranch Inn is offer-
ing its guests helicopter rides from Monterey to Big Sur.

And that’s not all. Three other businesses that have been
closed since February due to mudslides along Highway 1 and
the collapse of Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge — Nepenthe, the
Phoenix Shop and Hawthorne Gallery — will also reopen
their doors April 20, offering the Post Ranch Inn’s high-fly-
ing guests a few dining and shopping opportunities, without
the crowds, of course.

“Although Highway 1 remains closed, the spirit of Big Sur
is alive and well,” announced Kelsey Gummow, a spokesper-
son for the inn.

To entice travelers, the inn is offering “Flight to Paradise”
packages in April and May. Besides a guest room for two
days and nights, the package includes a round-trip helicopter

“It’s been tough for business, but I mainly feel for our
employees,” Gafill told The Pine Cone. “We don’t want to
lose our people — some of them have worked with us for
more than 20 years.”

Working at Nepenthe has long been a family affair, with
parents and their children often working side by side. “When
I was growing up, there was no distinction between family
and staff — they were our family,” she added.

The reopening of the four businesses wouldn’t be possible
without the construction of a locals-only trail through
Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park that allows employees to walk
around the construction site for the future Pfeiffer Canyon
Bridge. Many Big Sur employees commute from the
Monterey Peninsula and beyond.

While the scenic route south of Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge is
closed to vehicle traffic, the many inns and shops located
north of it are open and accessible from the Monterey
Peninsula.

Post Ranch Inn’s ‘Flight to Paradise’ brings guests to the far side of the bridge
flight for two from Monterey, and breakfast, lunch and a
four-course dinner for two at Sierra Mar. 

Also available are guided nature walks on the 100-acre
ranch, culinary garden tours, stargazing, yoga classes, mas-
sages, facials and sessions with a shaman. For more details,
call (831) 667-2200.

Back to work
The flights will leave Del Monte Aviation at Monterey

Regional Airport and travel directly to Post Ranch, which is
located about 25 miles away.

Nepenthe will be open for lunch, dinner and cocktails,
and, like Phoenix Shop and Hawthorne Gallery, will be open
seven days a week.

Nepenthe isn’t expecting to get too busy in April or May,
but that’s OK with Erin Gafill, whose family founded the
business in 1949. She said the restaurant’s primary objective
to put its staff back to work.

The Post Ranch Inn is justly famous for its stunning, clifftop location on
an isolated stretch of Big Sur coast. But its isolation has also become
a lliability after the Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge was closed Feb. 22
because of storm damage. 

RENDERING/CALTRANS

Offering the public a glimpse of what they hope it will look like by
September, Caltrans this week released renderings of the future
Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge in Big Sur. Constructed with steel girders, the
bridge will extend 320 feet above the canyon, but unlike the previous
bridge, which was constructed in 1967 and demolished after failing
during this winter’s storms, the new one won’t be supported by
columns, which will make it less vulnerable to landslides, officials say.
The project will cost an estimated $24 million to complete and will
restore access to the south Big Sur coast from Carmel.

Caltrans shows off
design for new bridge

FROM ITS arid peaks and sun-baked valleys, to its lush
forests and high mountain meadows, Monterey County is
home to a dizzying variety of wildflowers — and you can see
many of those blooming plants when the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History presents its 56th annual
Wildflower Show Friday, Saturday and Sunday, April 14-16,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.

To prepare for the show, volunteers from the California
Native Plant Society scour the fields and canyons of the
county for specimens — a task made more difficult this year
because much of the Big Sur backcountry is closed to hikers
after last summer’s Soberanes Fire.

The museum is located at 165 Forest Ave. Visit
http://www.pgmuseum.org

Show offers chance to
see wildflowers — no
hiking boots required

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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of 30 percent. But that amount would be significantly less
than what most of the organizations have received from the
city in the past.

Commissioners took Bombard’s concept further. Chair

EVENTS
From page 1A

Judy Refuerzo suggested grants of 95 percent of fees for
events “with no income stream,” like the homecoming parade
and the sandcastle contest; 50 percent for off-season events
(held November through March); 20 percent for events held
during the high season of April through October; and 5 per-
cent for events during very busy times like the AT&T Pebble
Beach Pro-Am, Concours Week and the U.S. Open golf tour-
nament coming again in 2019. Under that setup, the
Concours on the Avenue, which received $29,514.65 in 2015
and $11,367 in 2016, would get a grant of $1,552.97 this
year, while facing more than $31,000 in city fees.

Covering the cost
Commissioners made that motion before opening the dis-

cussion to the public, at which point Carmel Chamber of
Commerce CEO Monta Potter observed that, with the city’s
$22 million annual budget, the council could spare far more
than the amounts suggested by the commission, and should
do so. “You’re the community activities and cultural commis-
sion. You should say to the council, ‘We want activities — we
want these,’” she said, adding that, at the very least, the
grants should cover the cost of the homecoming parade, “and
a good percentage of the others.”

“I’m amazed that there’s not a connect with what these
events bring to town,” she said.

Carmel Host Lions member Tom Korper said he under-
stood the city “can’t favor anybody,” but for two decades, the
Lions hadn’t been charged anything for their community
Easter event. Now, the city is levying more than $2,600 in
fees for using the park and taking up parking spaces.

“We make about $3,000 on the event, and this is if we do
well,” he said. “So, the city is like a Carmel landlord that
charges 80 percent rent on the income.” He also noted that
any money earned goes right back into the community.

“I don’t know what to say,” Run in the Name of Love
founder Susan Love said. Considering how long it takes to
fill out the grant application and provide budget numbers,
“it’s almost not worth it” for the roughly $800 the run would
receive, based on the 20 percent calculation. She also pointed
out that her event brings people from several states, and most
of them return.

“Just what we do for the city has never been acknowl-
edged,” she continued. “I don’t get paid to advertise Carmel-
by-the-Sea, but we advertise the city in a big way,” with some
15,000 event shirts emblazoned with the city’s name. “We do
a lot for this city. I’m really disgruntled right now.”

Speaking for the Monterey County Vintners and Growers
Association, Scott Caraccioli said the weekend of the
Winemakers’ Celebration was specifically chosen because
it’s typically slow, even though it’s in the “peak season,” as

identified by the commission. The event, he said, has boosted
hotel stays during the last few years.

And, he speculated, if Concours on the Avenue only
receives a grant for 5 percent of its fees, “then it will go away,
and then Carmel has no play during the Concours
d’Elegance.”

Hella Rothwell of the Carmel Art Festival said such a sig-
nificant cut could drive her event out of town, especially
since it’s being wooed by another community that “would
have us with open arms and give us all kinds of help.”

“I’m the only one who stands in the way of that happen-
ing, because I really want it here,” she said.

Commissioners discussed their motion. “It’s hard to apply
percentages to things because it’s not all same, same, same,”
commissioner Bonnie Folster said. “I think everything
deserves support, because it does benefit the community.”

But commissioner Donna Jett said event hosts shouldn’t
rely on public money.

“We are guardians of the taxpayers’ money,” she said.
“These events have to be self-sufficient.”

Commissioners voted to recommend the council allocate
the grants according to the percentages Refuerzo suggested,
and then discussed the Concours on the Avenue’s request sep-
arately, since that group also asked for a three-year grant.

Willing to pay more?
Carmel Foundation CEO Jill Sheffield, whose nonprofit

has received more than $300,000 from the car show over the
past decade, told commissioners, “We are so lucky to have
this world-class event in our village that is open to the public
— not $650 like the Quail, or $375 like Concours
d’Elegance.”

Sheffield called it “our stake in the ground for Car Week,”
and said, “The worldwide exposure we enjoy from this event
is priceless.”

But with growing city fees and an increasing unwilling-
ness to help back the COTA, she said, it feels like the city
doesn’t want the downtown car show to take place at all.

Commissioners said they couldn’t give a three-year grant,
because that would conflict with city policy and wouldn’t be
fair to other groups, and they reiterated their recommenda-
tion of a 5 percent grant for the Concours on the Avenue,
since it occurs during an especially busy time of year.

“Car Week is a big week and it brings in tons and tons of
people, and your event is extremely nice, and the community
does enjoy it very much,” Refuerzo said. But the city also has
the Tour d’Elegance from Pebble Beach on Thursday, and,
since only two major events are allowed downtown during
the busy week, “there could be lots of people who want to put
on their events who might be willing to pay more.”



April 14, 2017                         The Carmel Pine Cone                                   11A

Pebble Beach  ■  Single Story on Level Lot  ■  3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ■  $3,995,000

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs
831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com

Just Listed
3978 Ronda Road

D E B B Y  B E C K
M A K E  T H E  R I G H T  M O V E  W I T H

Lincoln bet ween Ocean & 7th & SW Corner,  Carmel -by- the - Sea |  7th & San Carlos ,  Carmel -by- the - Sea |  211 Grand Avenue ,  Paci f ic  Grove

D E B B Y  B E C K
CRS, GRI, CalBRE 01747647
Monterey County Division Manager ~ REALTOR®

831.915.9710
debbybeckrealtor.com
debbybeckrealtor@gmail.com

25140 PINE HILLS DRIVE, CARMEL

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 3,506 sq. ft. | $1,829,000

FE ATURED L I STING SALE PENDING

2825 17 MILE DRIVE, PEBBLE BEACH

4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 2,642 sq. ft. | $1,679,000

364 RAMONA STREET, MONTEREY

2 Bedrooms | 1 Bathrooms | 960 sq. ft. | $549,000

OPEN SATURDAY 11:30 -1:30

4960 PENINSULA POINT DRIVE, SEASIDE HIGHLANDS

3 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 1,725 sq. ft. | $749,000

OPEN SATURDAY 2- 4

230 6TH STREET, PACIFIC GROVE
6 Bedrooms | 6 Bathrooms | 5,476 sq. ft. | $2,575,000

FE ATURED L I STING

C O M I N G  S O O N

885 17 MILE DRIVE ,  PACIFIC GROVE

470 TOYON ,  MONTEREY

1109 RIPPLE AVE , PACIFIC GROVE

Sand-mining operators concerned about proposed Cal Am desal plant 
By KELLY NIX

THE MARINA sand-mining company
under investigation by the California Coastal
Commission for possible violations of the
Coastal Act is raising concerns about the
environmental review for Cal Am’s proposed
desalination plant on its property, contending
the document doesn’t adequately address
possible impacts on its operations, including
from environmental mitigations.

In a March 29 comment letter to the
state’s Public Utilities Commission — the
agency that completed the draft EIR for
California American Water’s desal plant —
Mexican company Cemex lists numerous
concerns, which it said have gone unad-
dressed for one-and-a-half years. 

Many of the issues raised by Cemex
involve the potential for Cal Am’s desal plant
to disrupt its sand-mining operations in the
Marina dunes. For instance, the company
requests that the PUC make sure that any
mitigation Cal Am is required to undertake
to offset harm to wildlife species won’t
impact its business.

“The DEIR should be revised to ensure
that mitigation for biological resource
impacts will not interfere with Cemex oper-
ations and obligations,” the company said in
the letter, one of dozens the PUC received
regarding Cal Am’s water supply proposal. 

The letter, submitted by Cemex attorney
Patrick G. Mitchell, also requests that the
PUC document analyze “the impacts on
Cemex’s property and active sand production
operations of constructing an injection well”
on its land.

In 2014, Cal Am and Cemex struck an

agreement which allows the water company
to access part of the cement producer’s prop-
erty where its intake wells for the desal plant
are proposed. The mining company is also
facing an investigation by the coastal com-
mission for its operation, which advocacy
groups contend is responsible for accelerated
coastal erosion in southern Monterey Bay. 

Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine
Stedman said Thursday there’s no threat of
the deal falling through. 

“Our easements for the permanent wells
are secured,” she said.  

Cemex also takes issue with possible
hydrology impacts to the company’s property
and contends that ambiguity in the review
with regard to rising sea levels, Cal Am’s
subsurface slant wells and the potential
flooding on the property need to be cleared
up in the EIR. 

The review, according to Cemex, also
doesn’t address how Cal Am will comply
with federal mining regulations, including
those involving safety. The company
requests that the PUC compel Cal Am to
indemnify it “so that Cal Am will be the enti-
ty cited for any potential violations it com-
mits, rather than Cemex.”

At a December 2015 coastal commission
meeting in Monterey, coastal engineer Ed
Thornton, citing a study funded by the state,
told commissioners that Cemex’s sand-min-
ing operation is the “primary cause” of
coastal and beach erosion in southern
Monterey Bay. 

He also said the Marina plant is the only
shoreline mining operation in the United
States.

Sand mining has existed on the Marina

are ongoing. 
“Our enforcement program is continuing

to work on this matter as a top priority, and
we expect to bring it before the commission
for resolution at a hearing closer to Monterey
County in the near future,” Schwartz said.

property since 1965, and two other compa-
nies operated there before Cemex took over
in 2005. 

Coastal commission spokeswoman Noaki
Schwartz said Thursday that “negotiations”
with the company over its mining operations

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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3152 Forest Lake Road • Pebble Beach 
Erdman Chapel, Stevenson School
Church in the Forest
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Man found guilty of exposure on MST bus
By MARY SCHLEY

A MONTEREY man who was arrested last year after a
woman complained he exposed himself to her while both
were riding on a Monterey-Salinas Transit bus was found
guilty by a jury last week of indecent exposure and commit-
ting a lewd act in public, according to Monterey County
Deputy District Attorney Lana Nassoura. James Nichols, 53,
has two prior convictions for indecent exposure in 2013 and
2014, and served time in prison.

According to Nassoura, on Oct. 17, 2016, at around 4:50
p.m., as the bus headed down Fremont Boulevard toward the
transit plaza in Monterey, Nichols was sitting immediately
behind the driver, and the woman was seated directly across
from him, facing his direction.

“Nichols reached down with his right hand and touched
his groin over his clothing two times. He then reached into
the waistband of his sweatpants with his right hand and
exposed his penis to the elderly woman for about 1 to 2 sec-
onds,” Nassoura said. “Afterward, Nichols licked his right

hand and smiled.”
The woman immediately stood up to tell the bus driver

about the incident, and then disembarked as quickly as she
could. She refused to give her name or any contact informa-
tion, according to Nassoura.

The bus driver asked Nichols to stay behind, but he
refused, and also left.

However, the prosecutor said, “The entire incident was
captured on the surveillance videos on the interior and exte-
rior of the MST bus.”

The evidence helped Monterey police identify and arrest
Nichols, and additional investigation was conducted by the
district attorney’s office. Indecent exposure is a felony.

He is already required to register as a sex offender for the
rest of his life and will be sentenced by Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Carrie Panetta on May 30. Nichols
faces up to four years in prison.

A DEVELOPMENT that would create 31 units near the
mouth of Carmel Valley will be reviewed by the Carmel
Valley Land Use Advisory Committee Monday, April 17, at
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church.

Partners Brian Clark, Bill McLeod and Ray Wirta want to
build 24 market rate units and seven “affordable” units at
26500 Val Verde Dr. The original project included 42 units,
but after negotiations with county officials and the settlement
of a lawsuit, it was scaled back.

The Carmel Valley Association — which reviewed an ear-
lier version of the plan in 2011 — contends the project will
threaten Carmel Valley’s rural character, while Clark notes
that it’s a short walk from a busy shopping center.

Opponents have warned that the development will be vul-
nerable to flooding, will increase traffic along Carmel Valley
Road, doesn’t have enough affordable units, and will use
more water than anticipated.

The hearing starts at 6:30 p.m. The church is located at
8065 Carmel Valley Road.
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PACIFIC GROVE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 (831) 373-3304  |  WWW.PACIFICGROVE.ORG

Julie M. Osio Perry
Insurance Agent – CA License #0E62899

505 Lighthouse Avenue, Suite 103
(831) 373-2126

Pacific Grove
Great Coverage

Mike Milliorn

Milliorn Insurance Services – CA Lic. #0605737
546 Pine Avenue, Suite B

(831) 373-1926

Lisa M. Osio Lavin

Insurance Agent – CA License #: 0D88532
 505 Lighthouse Avenue Suite 103

(831) 373-4017

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact meena@carmelpinecone.com

(831) 274-8655
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To place an obituary for your loved one, contact 
anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654

Louis, 92, left us March 23, 2017 to join 
Ruth, the love of his life for 67 years.

He was born and raised in Monterey, lived in 
Carmel, then in Carmel Valley.  

The enduring themes of his life centered on 
family, his Catholic faith and aviation.  

His brothers and sisters were Charlie of 
Carmel Valley, Dorothy Linebarger of San 
Francisco, Blanca Cano of Carmel Valley, 
Basil of Carmel and Eleanor Cullen of San 
Jose.  

Please join Davette, David, Tom and 
Matthew and families, to celebrate their life 
Saturday, May 6, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Catholic Church, with a mass at 10 a.m. 
followed by a reception in the church hall, 9 
El Caminito Road, Carmel Valley.

LOUIS E. ALLAIRE
Carmel Valley

Virginia “Diddie” Bickford’s long and full life ended 8 February 2017 after 98 years and 

9 months. Virginia and husband Curt Bickford were owner operators of Oliver’s Art & 

Framing store in Monterey. Having bought the store from Mrs. Oliver in 1970.

Virginia was born in Mount Morris, NY. The granddaughter of James William Ashton, 

Rector of Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Olean, NY from 

1883 to 1914. Growing up, Virginia was an accomplished 

artist and painter.

Virginia married Curt Bickford in Greenwich, Connecticut. 

In 1947 they moved west to Los Altos Hills, CA where they 

converted a stable into a home on Buena Vista Drive. Curt 

& Diddie joined Christ Episcopal Church in Los Altos where 

they raised their 3 boys. 

Virginia worked 30 years for Sunset Magazine first in 

Readers Service then assisting editor Bill Lane. In 1970 Curt 

and Diddie moved to Carmel’s “The Sand Box” residence on 

Scenic Drive. 

Virginia was a long time Carmel resident and member 

of the All Saints Episcopal Church community where her 

service as Choir and Vestry member were recognized by a 

Woman of The Year award in 2010.

Virginia gave generously to her community by volunteering for CHOMP, Meals on Wheels 

and the I-Help Program at All Saints.

Virginia worshiped at Saint Columba Episcopal Church in Camarillo, CA while living out 

her final 5 years residing with her eldest son Eric & wife Piri in Oxnard, California.

She is survived by sons Eric, Chris & Stephen, 4 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.

Virginia’s family and friends will celebrate her life during a memorial service at All Saints 

Episcopal Church in Carmel-by-the-Sea 13 May 2017 at 10 AM.

Virginia “Diddie” Bickford

A Ministry of the Diocese of Monterey

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services

(855) 894-8431  |  cfcsMonterey.org

San Carlos Cemetery
792 Fremont Blvd, Monterey

Queen of Heaven Cemetery
18200 Damian Way, Salinas

Holy Cross Cemetery
2271 7th Ave, Santa Cruz

Sadly, on March 24, 2017 Ben “Benny” Artellan of 
Gardnerville, Nevada passed away unexpectedly.

Ben was born in Carmel and grew up in Carmel 
Highlands. He attended Junipero Serra School and 
Carmel High School where he lettered in 3 sports. 
He also attended and played baseball at MPC and 
Cal Poly.

Ben worked for Neil 
Engineers in Carmel 
and for the City of Car-
mel Public Works De-
partment. He was also 
a volunteer fireman 
for the Carmel High-
lands Fire Department 
reaching the rank of 
Captain. He was pre-
sented the Award of 
Merit from the California State Fireman’s Associa-
tion for bravery on an ocean rescue at Yankee Point.

Ben resided in Gardnerville for the past 25 years 
where he was an avid fisherman, golfer and compet-
itive billiards player. He also enjoyed bowling and 
hunting. Benny is survived by his wife of 42 years 
Alice Artellan, Mother Louise Artellan of Gardner- 
ville, Nevada, sister JoAnn Olow (Chris) of Carmel, 
California, Geraldine Potter of Monterey, Califor-
nia and many nieces and nephews. Preceding him 
in death were his father Gerald Artellan and sister 
Pauline Hardy.

Ben “Benny” Artellan
February 11, 1951  March 24, 2017
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Elusive offshore seal seen at Point Lobos
By CHRIS COUNTS

SIGHTINGS OF sea lions and harbor seals are as com-
mon as the fog at Point Lobos State Reserve, but the arrival
this week of one of their cousins, a young fur seal, turned a
few heads at the popular park.

A docent-in-training, Susie Pair, captured video footage
of the fur seal this week, calling attention to a marine mam-
mal that rarely makes an appearance on the mainland.

With its blunt nose, long flippers and longer fur, the fur
seal is pretty darn cute, but’s it’s not nearly as social as the sea
harbor or sea lion, preferring distant islands and the open sea.

“They’re rarely close to shore,” explained Jerry Loomis, a
retired ranger who worked at Point Lobos for 24 years.
“We’ve only seen a couple come ashore in the last couple
decades. But they’re not real rare — if you go offshore about
10 miles, you begin to see them.”

Unfortunately, seeing a fur seal near the coastline is not a
good sign. “If you see one ashore, it’s going to be sick,” he
warned.

There are two varieties of fur seals that can be found off
the California coast — the Northern fur seal and the

Guadalupe fur seal. Relatively common, the Northern fur
seal mates and breeds on many of the islands off the
California coast. Listed by the federal government as an
endangered species, the Guadalupe fur seal mates and breeds
on Guadalupe Island, which is located about 150 miles west
of Baja California.

So far, it’s unknown which of the two was recently sighted
at Point Lobos. 

Giancarlo Rulli, a spokesman for the Marine Mammal
Center — which rescues and rehabilitates injured and ill
marine mammals — said his organization was unaware of the
fur seal sighted at Point Lobos, but he confirmed that it’s
probably sick.

Rulli noted that his group has recently rescued a surpris-
ing number of rare Guadalupe seals off California coast —
and they have no idea why.

“We admitted 35 in 2015, and 32 in 2016,” Rulli reported.
“The previous record was five in a year.”

Rulli urged the public to call the Marine Mammal Center
if they see a fur seal on the shore.

“We ask that people keep their distance and stay back at
least 50 feet, and give us a call at (415) 289-SEAL,” he
added.

SAVE OUR Shores is organizing its annual Earth Day
beach cleanup efforts throughout the Monterey Peninsula,
including efforts at Carmel River and Asilomar state beach-
es, and Del Monte Beach in Monterey, for Saturday, April 22,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Last year, the event drew 536 volun-
teers who collected 9,226 pounds of trash at 10 locations
throughout Monterey and Santa Cruz counties.

All cleanup materials will be provided, but volunteers are
encouraged to bring reusable buckets, gloves and water bot-
tles to help reduce waste. 

Visit www.saveourshores.org/earth-day for meet-up loca-
tions and other details, as well as to register.

Earth Day beach cleanup

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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Barbara Lou Reed Miller
December 16, 1930    April 1, 2017

Barbara Miller passed away April 1st, 2017, 
peacefully at her home in Carmel. She was the 

only daughter of Helen and Charles Reed. Born 
and raised in Sanger, California she was a baton 
twirler and clarinet player for the marching band 
in high School. Barbara attended Reedley College, 
then Fresno State, where she was active in Delta 
Zeta Sorority, and received her degree. She taught 
swimming in Anchorage, Alaska one summer, and 
then Home Economics in Jackson, and Monterey, 
California.

She was active with the Church in Carmel, and 
here she met and married the love of her life, her 
forever partner, Perry Miller. They decided that 
Carmel would be their home, and they lived, loved, 
and cherished their 62 years together here.

Barbara was active in the Junior League, The 
Stillwater Yacht Club, Young Life, and the Church. 
Both Perry and Barbara were avid tennis players at 
the Beach and Tennis Club in Pebble Beach, where 
they played for over 50 years. Later in life, they 
both enjoyed Bridge, socially and competitively. 
But for Barbara, it was always about the social!

Family and faith were always her priority. 
Grateful to have had her three children residing 
nearby for her life, she was able to live in her 
home and enjoy her family until the end.

Barbara is survived by her husband Perry 
Miller, her children Melynda Olson (Glen), Lesley 
Anderson (John), and Reed Miller; grandchildren 
Carleigh Olson, Peri Olson, Thor Anderson 
(Lyndsi), Ashley Avilla (Brandon); and great 
grandson Blake Olson.

A celebration of her life will be held at  
Carmel Presbyterian Church on Friday, 

April 28th, 2017 at 1:00 pm.

3 Beds, 3 Baths  |  www.9911Club.com  |  $1,060,000

Quiet & Sunny Club Place Condo

Dave Howarth & Marcie Lowe
831.595.0535     831.595.4887

www.davehowarth.com  |  289 Carmel Valley Ranch Transactions Since 1990

Our Current
Carmel Valley
Ranch Listings

3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,195,000

www.28088Barn.com

3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,150,000

www.9541Maple.com

2 Beds, 2 Baths
$949,000

www.28033Barn.com

SOLD
4 Beds, 4.5 Baths

$1,450,000
www.10661Hillside.com

2 Beds, 2 Baths
$985,000

www.9906Club.com

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

Tor House docent finds a trinket with a tale to tell
By CHRIS COUNTS

BACK IN January, a Tor House docent stumbled upon a
strange medallion not far from where a walkway was recently
replaced.

“The heavy rains of early January must have washed out
some soil that had been disturbed,” the docent, David
Ohanesian, told The Pine Cone. “I noticed this one odd little
thing out of place, and I thought it
was a sprinkler head.”

But it turned out to be something
else entirely — with an interesting
story behind it. After polishing the
medallion, Ohanesian googled an
inscription he found on it, which was
written in French. He soon learned he
had found what is called a Phoenix
button.

The buttons were produced in
London for Haitian soldiers in the
early 19th century. The Haitians had a
definite need for a military at the
time. After staging the most success-
ful slave rebellion in history — and
committing many atrocities in the
process — the would-be country suc-
cessfully fought off attacks by the

British, French and Spanish in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries.

Besides adorning the jackets of soldiers, the buttons
became a popular trade items among the Native Americans
who populated the West Coast. Some believe a New England
trader named Nathanial Wyeth distributed the buttons in the
Pacific Northwest, trading them for salmon, furs and other
items.

It’s unclear how the buttons
made it to California, but the
Carmel Mission has 10 of them in
its collection. “Apparently, they
were traded at the Mission for hides
and tallow,” explained the docent,
who lives in Santa Cruz and has vol-
unteered at Tor House for 19 years.

It won’t be long before the button
goes on display at Tor House. “It
will go up as soon as I can find a
frame that fits it,” Ohanesian said.

The docent is excited by the dis-
covery of the button — and he
thinks Robinson Jeffers, the famous
poet who built Tor House, would be,
too. “I think Jeffers would have
been thrilled that it was found on his
property,” he added.

A mysterious medallion recently found at Tor House
is actually a soldier’s button.
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Estate Property Specialist
REALTOR ®

CalBRE# 01354172

Phone: 831-335-9000 

Mobile: 408-505-0708 

Email: robslawinski@yahoo.com 

Robert Slawinski

FROM CARMEL
• Experienced
• Professional

Offering a personal 
and friendly touch 

for 30 years.

BONDED 
HOUSECLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.Com

So Many Dustballs,
So Little Time

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

HILDEGUNN HAWLEY ANTIQUES 
fine & rare antiques since 1986

We Have Relocated!

San Carlos 3 NW of 6th Street
Carmel, California

Store: 831-626-3457
For Appointment Call: 831-915-2300

HILDEGUNN HAWLEY
ANTIQUES

F I N E  &  R A R E  A N T I Q U S  S I N C E  1 9 8 6

WHEREAS, The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea is a unique community that prides itself in its community character; and 
WHEREAS, the City has adopted a General Plan and Municipal Code that strive to protect the village character through clear policies 

and regulations; and 
WHEREAS, General Plan Policy P1-16 states to periodically review the mix of business uses in all commercial districts to assess the 

progress in achieving the land use objectives of the community and the success of policies and ordinances in achieving those objectives; and
WHEREAS, the proposed code amendments are consistent with the General Plan and internally consistent with other sections of the 

Municipal Code; and  
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments will preserve the economic integrity of the community and maintain an economic philosophy 

toward commercial activity ensuring compatibility with the goals and objectives of the General Plan; and
WHEREAS, the proposed code amendments are designed to ensure that commercial uses are compatible with the character of the down-

town and to encourage a balanced mix of uses; and 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on December 14, 2016 and again on February 8,2017, and 

considered all evidence presented, both written and oral, and at the end of the hearing made recommendations to the City Council; and
WHEREAS, the City’s Zoning Ordinance is also its Local Coastal Program; and
WHEREAS, the City certifies that the amendments are intended to be carried out in a manner fully in conformance with the Coastal 

Act; and 
WHEREAS, this ordinance is an amendment to titles 17.14 and 17.68 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance/Local Coastal Implementation Plan 

and requires certification by the California Coastal Commission; and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1.  Titles 17.14 and 17.68 of the Municipal Code of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea are amended as shown in Exhibit “A” 

attached hereto and incorporated herein.  
SECTION 2.  CEQA Findings. Categorical Exemption: The proposed project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the Cali-

fornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per State CEQA Guidelines Section 15305 (Class 5 – Minor Alterations to Land Use Limitations). 
This exemption applies to projects involving minor alterations to land use limitations, which do not result in changes in land use or density. 
The proposed Ordinance Amendment falls under a Class 5 categorical exemption because it involves minor amendments to the Zoning Code 
restaurant and food-store regulations and does not significantly change the current land use regulations.  The amendments also do not propose 
or require physical changes to any specific property that will negatively impact the environment.

SECTION 3.  Severability. If any section, subsection, phrase, or clause of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, phrase or clause thereof irrespec-
tive of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, phrases, or clauses be declared unconstitutional. 

SECTION 4.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after adoption.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA this 4th day of April 2017, by the follow-
ing roll call vote:

AYES:  Hardy, Richards, Theis, Dallas
NOES:  None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN:  Reimers
APPROVED:  STEVE G. DALLAS, Mayor
ATTEST:  ASHLEE WRIGHT, City Clerk 

CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
CITY COUNCIL

ORDINANCE NO.  2017-003

AN ORDINANCE (FIRST READING) AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS 17.14 
AND 17.68 IN ORDER TO PERMIT IN ORDERTO MODIFY THE RESTAURANT AND 

FOOD STORE REGULATIONS

Publication dates: April 14, 2017 (PC410)

Exhibit “A” 
17.14.040 Additional Use Regulations.
 I. Eating and Drinking Establishments.
  1. All Eating and Drinking Establishments.
   a.  The sale of nonfood merchandise that is directly related to the use may be allowed when determined to be incidental to the primary 

use. The display of nonfood merchandise shall be ancillary to the primary use is prohibited.
   b.  Adequate facilities shall be provided on the site for the closed storage of trash and garbage generated by the use. The on-site storage 

shall be designed so that the area can be cleaned and the refuse removed without creating a public nuisance and without being placed 
on the sidewalks or other public ways. If the method of cooking used will generate hot ashes, a storage facility and disposal method 
shall first be approved by the Fire Department.

   c.  At least one restroom shall be available for use by both sexes within, or conveniently adjacent to, the specific business premises and 
on the same property on which the use is located. This restroom shall comply with all provisions of the State Uniform Building and 
Plumbing Codes as to the required size, location and accessibility standards, and shall be available for use by both the employees and 
patrons of the business.

  2. Drinking Places.
   a.  Minimum distance from another use selling distilled spirits intended for either on-site or off-site consumption: 200 feet.
   b. Allowable locations: blocks numbered 70 through 77 inclusive, as shown on the map of Carmel-by-the-Sea.
   c. Maximum number: three. See also Chapter 17.56 CMC, Restricted Commercial Uses.
   d. See also subsection (I)(1) of this section, All Eating and Drinking Establishments.
  3. Restaurant, Full Line.
   a. Any sale of alcoholic beverages shall be subordinate to this primary use.
   b. Drive-in, formula and fast food establishments are prohibited.
   c.  Substantially all foods from the standard menu shall be available for purchase during the hours that alcoholic beverages are being 

served except for the first hour and the last hour of each business day.

   d.  The applications, menus and plans indicate that the business will primarily be a restaurant – full line, and that no more than 20 
percent of the total number of seats are at a bar or in a separate bar room. If the use does not meet this standard, the standards in 
subsection (I)(2) of this section, Drinking Places, shall also apply to the use.

   e. Customers shall be provided with individual menus while seated at a table or counter.
   f.  The maximum seating capacity shall not exceed the standards in the State Uniform Building and Fire Codes, the number of seats 

approved by the Planning Commission through public review, or the number of seats in the previous business, whichever is less. The 
seating capacity shall be posted on the premises.

   g. Outside seating may be allowed subject to Chapter 17.58 CMC, Design Review.
   h.  Food sold for consumption off the premises shall be incidental to the primary use. Such food shall be placed in covered containers or 

wrappings, and all house-brand labeled food store goods such as vinegars, oils and salad dressings shall be prepackaged and sealed.
   i.  Maximum number of food stores and/or restaurants located within structures fronting on Ocean Avenue: 15. See also Chapter 17.56 

CMC, Restricted Commercial Uses.
   j. See also subsection (I)(1) of this section, All Eating and Drinking Establishments.
   k.  Outdoor cooking devices are permitted on private property if designed and located to mitigate impacts to adjacent proper-

ties.
  4. Restaurant, Specialty (Coffee Shops, Ice Cream Parlor, etc.)
   a. Minimum size: 600 400 square feet.
   b.  Minimum number of customer seats on-site: 20 14 seats. The customer seating area must be open to patron use during all hours of 

operation and the use must be managed to encourage on-premises consumption of food products.
   c. Sales of soup, salads and sandwiches may be allowed in an amount up to 10 percent of sales.
   d. The sale of alcohol is prohibited.
   e. Drive-in, fast food, take-out or formula establishments are prohibited.
   f.  The service counter must be located within the interior of the business premises and arranged so that customers must first pass by or 

through the seating area to reach the counter and patron queues will be contained within the building.
   g. Outside seating may be allowed, subject to Chapter 17.58 CMC, Design Review.
   h.  All products sold for consumption off the premises, other than frozen desserts, must be placed in covered containers or wrappings.
   i. Cooking equipment is limited to indoor stoves and ovens. 
   j.  Maximum number of food stores and/or restaurants located within structures fronting on Ocean Avenue allowed: 15. See also Chapter 

17.56 CMC, Restricted Commercial Uses.
   k.  The operator of the use shall be responsible for the clean-up of all on-site and off-site litter generated by the use including twice-daily 

clean-up of all sidewalks and gutters within 50 feet of the storefront and twice-yearly steam cleaning of this area. A practical plan for 
monitoring and implementing this standard shall be submitted for review with the application for use permit, and will be adopted as 
a condition of approval of the use.

   l. See also subsection (I)(1) of this section, All Eating and Drinking Establishments.
 J. Food and Beverage Sales.
  1. All Food and Beverage Sales.
   a.  Adequate facilities shall be provided on the site for the closed storage of trash and garbage generated by the use. The on-site storage 

shall be designed so that the area can be cleaned and the refuse removed without creating a public nuisance and without being placed 
on the sidewalks or other public ways.

   b. Cooking equipment shall be limited to indoor stoves and ovens.
  2. Food Store, Full Line.
   a.  The use may be combined with liquor stores in the CC and SC districts upon meeting the requirements in subsection (J)(4) of this 

section, Liquor.
   b.  A delicatessen providing a broad range of bulk specialty items primarily for home or workplace consumption such as breads, cheeses, 

meats, prepared salads, dried goods, and limited take-out food such as sandwiches and salads may be allowed as an incidental use. 
Cooking equipment shall be limited to indoor stores, and ovens and outdoor grills.

   c. No seating shall be provided indoors or outdoors on the site. A maximum of 12 seats may be provided indoors or outdoors on the site.
   d.  Maximum number of food stores and/or restaurants located within structures fronting on Ocean Avenue: 15. See also Chapter 17.56 

CMC, Restricted Commercial Uses.
   e. See also subsection (J)(1) of this section, All Food and Beverage Sales.
  3. Food Store, Specialty.
   a. No specialty food store shall be permitted that is classified as a drive-in, fast food or formula food establishment as defined in this 
code.
   b. All food sold for consumption off the premises shall be placed in covered containers or wrappings.
   c.  The use may be combined with liquor stores and beer in the CC and SC districts upon meeting the requirements of subsection (J)(4) 

of this section, Liquor.
   d.  Maximum number of food stores and/or restaurants within structures fronting on Ocean Avenue: 15. See also Chapter 17.56 CMC, 

Restricted Commercial Uses.
   e. See also subsection (J)(1) of this section, All Food and Beverage Sales.
   f. A maximum of 12 seats may be provided indoors or outdoors on the site.
   g. Cooking equipment shall be limited to indoor stoves and ovens.

17.68.050 Commercial Use Classifications.
Restaurants, Full Line. Restaurants providing a full line of prepared food and drinks using nondisposable plates, glasses and utensils for 
immediate consumption on the site. These restaurants provide table service to patrons of all ages who pay after eating. Takeout service may 
be provided.
Restaurants, Specialty. Restaurants providing a limited range of food products for immediate consumption on the site. These restaurants 
provide seating but are not required to provide table service or menus. Specialty restaurants provide, as a primary use, two or fewer of the 
following lines of foods: pastries and doughnuts, frozen desserts, candy and nuts, juices, and coffee and tea.

Food Store-Full Line. Retail food markets, with no seating on-site, providing a full range of food and grocery items including meats, poultry, 
produce, dairy products, and canned and dried goods for home preparation. These markets may have specialty food sales as an incidental use, 
such as bakeries and delicatessens.

Food Store-Specialty. Retail food markets, with no seating on the site, that provide a specialized and limited range of food items sold primarily 
for home preparation and consumption. Examples include such uses as:

DEEP MARKET KNOWLEDGE
PRECISE VALUATION

BUY • LIST • SELL • TRUST
davidbindelproperties.com

831.238.6152

          DAVID
                 BINDEL •

loan with a low, 1 percent interest rate. The
pollution control agency also qualified for
$15 million in taxpayer dollars as part of a
2014 Recycled Water Grant Program, and
another $10 million in tax money it was
awarded for storm water-related improve-
ments.   

The agency anticipates the project could
begin delivering water into the Seaside
Groundwater Basin in late 2018. 

WATER
From page 1A

The purified water will comply with or
exceed “strict state and federal drinking
water standards,” the agencies said. The pro-
ject will supplement Cal Am’s proposed
desalination plant in Marina, which is
expected to produce 6.4 million gallons of
water per day for the Monterey Peninsula. 

Sewage to drinking water
Treatment of wastewater before it’s used

for human consumption will be a multi-stage
process, beginning with a treatment of ozone
to kill bacteria and other pathogens. The
water will then be pushed through a filter
with pores, 1/300th the size of a human hair

— the same process used in making products
such as baby food and bottled water. 

The third step involves reverse osmosis,
which is used to desalinate water for drink-
ing, where water is forced through semi-per-
meable membranes under high pressure.  

Though the water will be good enough for
public consumption at that point, Pure Water
Monterey’s treatment process adds another
step to oxidize the water with hydrogen per-
oxide under ultraviolet light “to ensure the
water’s purity” by removing “any molecules
that may have slipped through.”

The highly purified water will then be pH
adjusted and conveyed and injected into

aquifers in Seaside.
“There, the water will mix with estab-

lished groundwater, improving its quality
before being pumped out six months later,”
according to a description of the treatment
process. 

During construction of a pipeline to carry
water from the sewage treatment plant in
Marina to the storage areas in Seaside, some
drivers will experience delays, but the pollu-
tion control agency plans to run radio adver-
tisements and post information on the its
website letting the public know when and
which areas will be affected by the work,
Stoldt said.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!



April 14, 2017                         The Carmel Pine Cone                                   17A

Mark Peterson
2016 C.A.R. Award Winner

Relationship Driven. Locally Connected. Trusted Advisor.

Just Listed  

granite counters, 
crown molding, 
integrated 5:1 surround 
sound, and a wine 
refrigerator and bar.
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‘What?’”
As it turned out, the man — Burton

— had set out for a beach visit with his fam-
ily, but was lagging behind the rest of them
because he’d stopped to talk to a man who
warned him about the waves. Burton was
also on crutches due to a hamstring injury
he’d sustained a week earlier, when he heard
screams. 

“I heard a mom scream, and I’m not sure
what she cried, but I knew it was of concern,”
he said. Burton immediately started scan-
ning the surface of the lagoon, without even
really knowing what he was looking for. “I
just kept looking, and I couldn’t see any-
body,” even though only seconds had passed.

Then he noticed a dark form beneath the
surface and, not knowing what or who it was,
plunged in after it.

RESCUE
From page 1A

“I dropped my crutches and jumped in in
all my clothes, with my iPhone and every-
thing, and was just prompted to swim toward
the dark spot,” he said. He noticed the icy
cold but little else, and when he got to the
darker spot, he reached down toward it.

“I grabbed and pulled up, and the joy I
felt at that moment was unimaginable,” he
said. “I was grabbing for nothing, but ended
up grabbing under her arms.”

The little girl, Teah, had been under the
water the entire time, but she wasn’t crying
or panicked when he pulled her out. And she
was conscious.

“She was a very brave little girl,” he said.
He swam back with her toward the shore,

where the man he’d been speaking to earlier,
Pablo, took the child while Burton made his
way out of the water — a challenge, consid-
ering his leg injury.

“Everything happened very quickly,” he
said. “I felt God’s hand in every moment of
that day, without a doubt, because there were
so many things that happened to put me in

the spot that I was.”
In addition to putting him farther behind

his family — who were also hit by the same
wave but managed to escape injury —
Burton said Pablo’s warning about the surf
made him more aware.

“I am so grateful to him, because I think
I was more on alert than normal, because
River Beach, especially far away from the
ocean, I have always thought of as being
pretty safe,” he said.

‘I could tell she was fine’
Soon after Teah was back in Stephanie’s

arms, On the Beach owner Kelly Sorensen,
who also happened to be at the beach that
day, came running over.

“He checked her vitals and put a towel
around her, and made sure she didn’t have to
go to the hospital,” she said. “I could tell by
the way she was screaming that she was
fine.” But everyone was so cold, she said, so

they hustled to their car and left the beach,
without any emergency responders even
being called.

“I just want to say, ‘Thank you,’ to John
Burton. He saved my daughter’s life. I
wouldn’t have her right now if it weren’t for
him,” Travaille said Wednesday. “He kept
saying, ‘You made me so happy, because I
found you,’ to my daughter.”

“I think the part that keeps everyone up at
night is that if that dark spot hadn’t been her,
she was moving so quickly away that if there
were 50 people jumping in the water after
her, I don’t think anyone could have found
her,” Burton told The Pine Cone Thursday.

Later, Travaille and her family visited
Burton, an artist who has a gallery at the
Barnyard, to thank him. He was so kind, she
said, that he gave each girl a piece of art, and
he and Teah posed for a photo together.

“When I look at that photo, it gives me so
much joy,” Burton said.

CHS softball ace excelling in college 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR YEARS after graduating from
Carmel High — where she established her-
self as one of Monterey County’s top softball
pitchers — senior Brittany File of Emory
University has taken her game to the next
level, pitching back-to-back shutouts against
Brandeis University on the same day, April
8, and striking out a total of 21 batters.

The two wins gave File 74 career victo-
ries, setting a record for Emory University,
an NCAA Division 3 school located in
Atlanta. So far this season, she’s won 11
games, struck out 135 batters in 104 innings
and recorded a sparkling 1.95 ERA.

But the season is now winding down, and
File’s athletic career could soon follow. She
graduates May 8, and there will be few
opportunities to play fast-pitch softball
beyond college. So the 2013 Carmel High
School graduate has set her sights on a

career that doesn’t require her to strike any-
body out. “I plan on becoming a doctor,” she
told The Pine Cone this week.

At the moment, File is weighing her
options, which include a chance to study for
a year at the University of St. Andrews in
Scotland, and research opportunities in
Atlanta and San Jose.

It’s too early to say if File will return
home once her education is completed, but
she likes where she is.

“Atlanta has been good to me,” she
explained. “I’m more drawn to a bigger city
now — that might be my future.”

But File misses the Monterey Peninsula,
where she has many friends and family. “I
love going home,” she said. “It’s like a little
vacation every time.”

And she’s not ruling out a return one day.
“It’s always a possibility,” she added.

“Everyone asks me about it. I say,
‘Absolutely, if I can make enough money.”
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also did away with parking requirements when public trans-
portation is available within half a mile, which covers most
of the properties in the city. 

Carmel’s laws on granny units, however, are far more
restrictive, allowing them only in cases of medical hardships
or if they are deemed affordable and built on 8,000-square-
foot lots (double the typical size).

“There is some urgency, because state law supersedes
local laws, and state law doesn’t recognize maximum square
footage and floor area coverage,” Wiener said. Anyone who
applies for permission to build additional units on their lots
will be subjected to the far looser state standards until the
city adopts its own.

Therefore, “in order to retain some degree of local con-
trol” over the construction of additional rentals, “the city
must amend its ordinance to conform to state law.”

Wiener proposed limiting any new construction to the
maximum floor area allowed on the lot, limiting the height to

UNITS
From page 1A

no higher than the main residence for attached additions and
no higher than 12 feet for detached units, setting the maxi-
mum size at 600 square feet, and requiring that the exterior
appearance match the main residence. New construction
would also have to meet setback requirements.

Since there would be no public hearing, compliance with
the rules would be verified when the building permit is
approved.

Wiener had a lawyer review the proposed ordinance, and
while a conservative take would suggest the city can’t limit
the size or number of the units on the property, he suggested
those restrictions remain, “given the city’s existing commu-
nity character,” the ambiguities in the state laws, and the
“potential health and safety risks” of having multiple units on
the same lot.

Councilman Bobby Richards worried the additional hous-
ing would be used for more short-term rentals, which are ille-
gal in the city and present problems for hotel owners, and he
wondered if there was any way to keep that from happening.
While property owners who build new granny units have to
make a legally binding commitment that the additional living
space won’t be used for vacation stays — and that restriction

stays with the land, regardless of ownership — it’s up to the
city to enforce the rules, an effort that city attorney Don
Freeman said is ongoing.

Resident Jeff Baron argued for further delay in adopting
the ordinance, in hope of getting more feedback from the
public. “It feels like it needs more of a hearing,” he said. “I
know we have these meetings and that nobody comes, and
that’s the community’s fault, but I think this needs more com-
munity vetting. I just don’t think these are good signs that he
community is really aware.”

He also noted that when planning commissioners
reviewed the proposed ordinance in January, they didn’t have
much to say about it, either.

But Wiener reminded the council the city must enact the
changes to comply with state laws, which are in effect now
and are much more lenient.

“This took effect in January of this year, and we are late
in getting it done,” Freeman agreed. “I would certainly
encourage the council to take action for first reading this
evening.”

As a result, the council adopted the new law, which will
return for final approval at next month’s meeting.
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Volunteer with Community Hospital 
of the Monterey Peninsula’s Auxiliary

Orientation for adults and college students
Monday, April 24, 2–4 p.m.*
Community Hospital Auxiliary lounge
23625 Holman Highway 

Information: (831) 625-4555 or chomp.org/volunteer
*Separate orientation for high school students.

Match your interests with our patient and community needs. Auxiliary volunteers  
give time nearly everywhere — from the reception desk to the Emergency 
department, the Comforts gift shop to the Fountain Court Café.  

We work around your schedule, whether you’re in high school or college, working  
or retired. And we have opportunities in Monterey, Marina, and Salinas.

Find your niche.

Cancer survivors celebrate at fashion show
THE AMERICAN Cancer Society’s

annual Celebration of Life Fashion Show
will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, April 28, at the
Hyatt Regency Monterey, with local cancer
survivors strutting down the runway, as well
as sharing their stories.

Former KSBW and KION anchorwoman
Marilyn Getas-Byrne, a Carmel resident,
will headline the event as its keynote speak-
er. Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2010,
she’s now a Hero of Hope for the American
Cancer Society, a survivor.
The 23rd annual event, “When You Wish
Upon A Star,” also includes a silent auction,

raffle and luncheon. The fashion show has
raised more than $1 million over the past two
decades for research, education, advocacy
and patient services.

At this year’s event, Salinas residents Sam
and Shirley Lavorato will honored for their
“longstanding and unwavering support of the
American Cancer Society,” and the Crystal
Hope Award will go to Ed and Rosa
Boutonnet “for their extraordinary commit-
ment and many contributions to the
American Cancer Society.”

For more information and to purchase
tickets visit www.acscelebration.org.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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Editorial

Fantasizing doesn’t 
make a plane fly

LAST WEEK’S unfortunate incident on United Airlines may be the worst
example ever of customer service. 

But it also needs to be said that all the hand-wringing over the shoddy state
of airline service shows an astonishing lack of understanding of how flying
became so much like traveling in a cattle car.

Why are airplanes so crowded, the seats so small, and so few amenities
offered for the price of a ticket? Because the traveling public long ago decided
it cared about paying a low fare more than anything else.

The 1950s may be considered the Golden Age of Air Travel — but only by
people who don’t know what they’re talking about. Sure, in those days, seats
were bigger, the food was better, and the flight attendants were nicer. But the
trips took a lot longer, the prices were much higher, and you hardly had any
choice about when to fly. Truth be told, even in the highly prosperous United
States of six decades ago, the vast majority of people never traveled by air,
because it was just too expensive.

An example: In 1957, when the jet age was getting underway, United Airlines
offered a roundtrip coach ticket between Los Angeles and New York for $198.
But that’s $1,700 in today’s dollars. Meanwhile, there were only two nonstops a
day in each direction. 

Today, United offers 12 flights a day from LAX to New York and vice versa,
and the price is as low as $368 roundtrip — a tremendous bargain for a journey
of 5,000 miles, and almost five times less than the same trip cost 60 years ago.

Sure, today the air travel experience can be miserable, but at least you get
there. And why did the airlines move from offering luxurious service at high
prices to crummy travel at bargain-basement fares? Because that’s what the pas-
sengers wanted.

For all the talk about everybody wishing they got bigger seats, more ameni-
ties and better food, nobody seems to notice that if that’s what the traveling pub-
lic really wanted, an airline would immediately spring into existence that offered
it. And you know what? That very strategy has been tried lots and lots of times,
only to immediately give way to the competitive pressure from other airlines that
offered cheaper tickets. And if an airline won’t change its ways to meet the
demands of the public for low fares, it goes out of business. Just ask Pan Am and
TWA, both of which once ruled the skies, until people switched to cheaper com-
petitors.

Despite its woes, modern air travel is still a miracle of convenience and acces-
sibility. Today, safe and technologically advanced aircraft fly to all parts of the
globe, carrying passengers for very low prices and at a minimum of inconve-
nience — maybe not compared to your fantasies, but at least not much, consid-
ering what most people are willing to pay for.

If you wanted to, tomorrow you could leave San Francisco, and no more than
15 hours later be strolling the Great Wall of China or having lunch at the Eiffel
Tower. Just a few hours more could get you to Red Square, the Taj Mahal or the
Great Barrier Reef. For most of human history, such journeys were impossible.
Then they took months, involved great suffering and peril, and could only be
accomplished at tremendous expense. After great technological advancements
in ocean travel, they were down to a few weeks, but still were very costly and
inconvenient. Once the airplane was invented, long-distance journeys took just
a few days (if the planes didn’t break down) and had become quite comfortable
(except for all the turbulence), but were still very expensive and somewhat dan-
gerous. Today, they can be accomplished with barely a thought and are cheap,
quick, reliable and safe — and available to millions.

Despite what happened to Mr. Dao at the Chicago airport the other day, a
question still needs to be asked: When it comes to travel, today’s humans are the
luckiest who ever lived. Why do they complain so much?

L e t t e r s
to the Editor

More ‘forward leading’
Dear Editor,

Over the past few weeks I’ve been read-
ing the editorials and letters to the editor
regarding Carmel Belle. I find the city coun-
cil’s decision not to establish a new restau-
rant category to be rigid and lacking imagi-
nation. I invite them to step into the 21st
Century — Carmel will not lose its ‘charms
and traditions’ by allowing Belle to continue
counter service for the expanded rear por-
tion of the restaurant! As evidenced by the
restaurant’s popularity with tourists and
locals alike, it is providing a format (and
excellent organic food) that the public finds
very desirable.  

A new restaurant category does not mean
that McDonald’s will move into our village,
or that sit-down restaurants will be pushed
out of business.  The Council could limit the
number of counter service restaurants, just
as they limit wine-tasting rooms and cos-
metic shops.  I would also hope that the
Carmel restaurant community would be sup-
portive of each other in their mutual desires
to thrive and be successful businesses —
people want a range of dining options
depending on whether they want a casual or
more formal dining experience.  

If Carmel could be a bit more forward
leaning, I think both the community and the
visitors would greatly benefit.  

Martha Webster, Carmel

A surcharge is the answer
Dear Editor,

I had coffee and breakfast at Carmel
Belle the other morning. Beside me, there
were 35 people seated in both the new and
the old front section. Without any servers, it
looks like a pretty good deal for the owners. I
wonder why the Dolatas complain so much
and keep asking for special treatment. “Give
them an inch and they’ll take a mile,” as my
parents used to say.   

I have a simple solution. Restaurants all
over the state are dealing with increased
costs, especially a higher minimum wage. In
San Francisco, some establishments are
adding a surcharge to the bill that clearly
states it is the result of a higher minimum
wage. This doesn’t seem to be discouraging
customers (so far) and it doesn’t appear that
the restaurants are gouging anyone. I suggest
that the Dolatas hire a server or two and raise
their prices a dollar or two and be sure to
identify the extra charge clearly.  

Robert Bleeck, Carmel

Sculptor’s woes
Dear Editor,

I never knew how devastating elder abuse
could be until it happened to me. My life has

See LETTERS page 22A
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This is one profession where 
staying sharp isn’t the goal

PIANO TECHNICIAN Art Kessler is
one of those increasingly rare natives, born
in the old Carmel hospital about 70 years
ago. After traveling the world with his family
— his father was in the Army — he returned
here to live. His home today isn’t far from
the Junipero Serra statue at the western end
of Serra Avenue.

How he became a piano technician is a
story that begins when he was 9 years old.
But first, about that term — technician. If
you’re not a musician, you might not know
that technicians do far more than keep a
piano in tune. Kessler said that outside the
United States, technician and tuner are two
different occupations, whereas here, tuning
is rarely a separate job.

There are about 10,000
moving parts in the action
— the guts of the piano that
translate a Bach Festival musi-
cian’s touch of the keys and
pedals into a sonata — and it’s
the technician’s job to keep all those parts in
good working order.

So, back to the 9-year-old Kessler. His
mother had decided it was time for him to
have piano lessons, which he reluctantly
took from his pastor. However, a series of
moves — and probably the fact that at the
time, he said he’d have rather been playing
baseball — limited his virtuosity.

In fact, Kessler is so self-deprecating
about his abilities that he said even his cats
have never approved of his performance. But
he loves the instrument and has always
enjoyed listening to great professionals at
Sunset Center and other concert halls.

After high school, he enlisted in the Navy,
where he became an electronics technician.
“That’s always been my bread and butter,” he
said. One of Kessler’s early jobs in the 1970s
was on a seismic survey vessel.

His job was to help the captain navigate
the 50-foot ship on a route that could be
mapped and repeated precisely. He would
fire up a primitive computer that had a
paper-tape reader, and wait for it to connect
with a satellite. “It was the beginning of the
GPS era,” he said.

He later worked at Xerox and other tech-
nology companies. The commute from here
to the San Francisco Bay area got tiresome,

however, so he took a job in Ryan Ranch
with Sony Electronic Publishing. One day, a
co-worker there mentioned that he was on
his way to San Francisco to take a night class
to become a piano technician.

Kessler’s curiosity was piqued, and he
soon found himself in a six-month class.
After graduation, he joined the Piano
Technicians’ Guild. In 1990, he opened
Kessler Piano Service, which he now runs
full time.

He noted the school where he learned
about pianos, and nearly all such schools
with live classes — as opposed to online or
correspondence courses — have closed. To
his knowledge, there’s just one left, North

Bennet Street School, in Boston, Mass.
He estimated he has 1,300 to 1,400

clients in the area between Marina and Big
Sur, and as far east as Salinas.

In addition to his private clients, Kessler’s
worked on pianos at the Naval Postgraduate
School, CSUMB, the Carmel Unified
School District and churches. Back when
TED talks were given in Monterey, he
worked on all the pianos for those presenta-
tions as well.

Temperature and humidity changes pri-
marily create the need for adjustments in the
instruments. That, and when a non-piano-
mover attempts to relocate one across town.
“A good piano mover is worth his weight in
gold,” advised Kessler. “They really know
what they’re doing.”

And speaking of moving, while Kessler
makes house calls, he occasionally has to
remove a piano’s action and take it back to
the shop for more extensive work. That’s not
as hard as it sounds, at least not with a grand
piano, because the action just slides out the
front. They’re also pretty easy to work on on-
site because all the parts can be reached with
little effort.

But those little spinets — the smallest of

WHEN MARK Farina describes how
he became one of California’s best known
plein air artists, his journey sounds a bit like
a golf shot blocked by tall trees, over a
daunting water hazard, toward a postage-
stamp-sized green guarded by multiple
bunkers. 

That’s appropriate, since Farina was a

well schooled golfer. He was a junior cham-
pion who won a partial scholarship to
Florida State University, then became a PGA
teaching pro. But his heart always begged
him to pay more attention to his artistic
instincts — something he often neglected.

“In hindsight, I wish I had put as much
energy into my art as I devoted to golf when
I was younger,” said Farina, a 34-year
Peninsula resident whose stunning paintings
of local landscapes rank among the top-sell-
ing works at the Carmel Art Association.
“I’ve spent my whole life serving two gods,
in a sense, but never at the same time.”

As a golfer, Farina had the advantage of
being the son of one PGA teaching pro and
the nephew of two others. He spent
much of his youth in Schenectady,
N.Y., on the links, practicing and
competing.

As an artist, he is essentially
self-taught, developing his skills
through trial and error, reading
instruction books, devouring art
history, taking workshops, and
studying the work of other painters.

“You can always spot the artists
when you go to a museum. They’re
the ones who are up close, looking
at every brush stroke,” he said. “I
could spend a week at a national
museum, going back every day,
taking in one section at a time.”

If Farina was married to golf for
most of his younger years, art was
his mistress. In fact, he quit the
Florida State golf team to spend
more time on what he now realizes
was his true love.

“This was the 1960s, a time
when the art community and the
sports community just didn’t mesh
together very well. It was too weird

SOMETIMES THE BEST PATH TO TAKE

IS THE LONG WAY AROUND
of a combination for a lot of people, and I
found that it was hard for me to maintain the
golf end and the art end. Quitting the team
wasn’t hard. I might have felt a little burned
out.”

Though the university’s art department
wasn’t notable, Farina became immersed on
his own, a passion that blossomed even more

when he spent six months of
his senior year studying art
history in Florence.

“When I got out of school,
I worked in commercial art for
a while, but never thought of
myself as a painter. I figured

becoming an illustrator was the best way for
me to make a living in art,” he said.

But he didn’t like Florida and went home
to rejoin his father and uncles in the golf
business, then moved on to Arizona to work
in the industry there, and eventually came to
California, first to Cupertino, then here,
when Pebble Beach hired him as an assistant
pro.

Throughout the journey, Farina continued
to create art on the side, and after a year at
Pebble Beach, he drifted back to commercial
artwork. He created hand-carved signs, and
doing graphic illustrations for a public rela-

Carmel’s artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER

Lifelong learning is
important to Art
Kessler (left). His first
advanced course, with
instructor LeRoy
Edwards from the
Yamaha piano compa-
ny in the early 1990s,
wasn’t long after his
graduation from piano
technician school.
Since then, he’s taken
many workshops and
seminars to keep his
skills fresh.

See LIVES next page

PHOTO/COURTESY CARMEL ART ASSOCIATION

Art Kessler’s a pro in his studio — and he’s good on the golf
course, too.

See ARTISTS next page
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the upright pianos — have a vertical action that’s down inside
the case, making it difficult to service. Kessler said people
buy the smaller models because they’re inexpensive, but the
maintenance is far costlier because it’s challenging to reach
all the necessary parts.

Kessler’s encouraged that children are still taking piano
lessons — and he observed that the families who own pianos
are becoming more diverse with each generation. “It used to
be almost all white kids,” he said. “But now the Hispanic
families are getting into it, and that’s great.”

And all of those kids will keep him in business for a long,
long time.

tions firm and a book publisher, and worked in other related
jobs, refining his technique along the way.

“I had been in galleries and had sold paintings for about
10 years before I decided to apply to the Carmel Art
Association, and I felt confident my paintings would do well
there if I could get accepted,” he said.

When he finally became a member in 2003, it was both a
thrill and relief, he said.

“To this day I still pinch myself to think that people are
willing to part with their money to take one of my paintings
home. And when I sell a big painting, it blows me away, he
said.”

Farina, who recently relocated his studio and gallery to the
Barnyard, also finds it surreal that his work has been juried
into some of the most prestigious shows in America, includ-
ing the California Art Club Gold Medal Show and the Oil
Painters of America.

“The Oil Painters of America gets about 3,000 entries, and
accepts maybe a couple hundred paintings,” he said. “And
these are professional artists, really outstanding painters.

“For me, it’s almost like being a golfer who qualifies for
the U.S. Open. I tried to do that, by the way, and never came
close,” said Farina, a 3-handicap in his golf heyday. “But as a
painter, achieved much more than I did in golf.”

Farina’s paintings will be part of a May show at the
Carmel Art Association, along with work by Kathryn
Greenwald, Pamela Takigawa, Justin Ward, and Carol
Chapman. 

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County.
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

LIVES
From previous page

ARTISTS
From previous page

been hell for two years as evidence has surfaced that my wife,
whom I entrusted as Chief Operating Officer of my company,
and a handful of key accounting employees were involved in
a coordinated and protracted effort to steal the wealth that I
have worked tirelessly my whole life to build. 

A call from American Express in May 2014 tipped me off
to financial abuses. Since then, I have spent more than $2
million in the search of truth and justice, trying to protect
myself, and calling attention to one of the fastest growing
crimes in America — elder abuse. 

I work seven days a week trying to keep up with legal bills
and to protect my legacy and my family. I have been harassed
and called names by lawyers for standing up to abuse.
Adding insult to injury, I have been bullied by what feels like
an unjust justice system. My wife, who has stolen millions
from me (as reported in two separate and independent foren-
sic reports) is the daughter of a prominent attorney in
Monterey County. Theodore H. Cominos Sr. has a long his-
tory with the judges of this county and so it seems, his
daughter enjoys favorable treatment. 

Not only did Julia Cominos steal my money, she physical-
ly abused me for years. Her regular fits of rage toward me
had no boundaries. Tearing up a hotel room, trying to run me
over in a car, hitting me, scratching and drawing blood from
my face, and even pointing a 12-inch butcher knife were rou-
tine in the “marriage.” Yet, somehow, the court has ordered to
me to pay her $16,545 a month for spousal support and
$325,000 for her legal fees, despite the abuse and the theft.
Meanwhile, I have been displaced from my home and there
are literally weeds growing in what was the living room of
my dream house in the Carmel Highlands. 

Recently, it was discovered that Julia’s personal assistant

LETTERS
From page 20A

and former accounting coordinator at my company, Katya
Sanchez, was stealing from me even after she was no longer
employed. She and her husband Paul Sanchez had been using
my account at the Carmel Highlands General Store to pur-
chase gas, food, and wine. In fact, there is still an outstanding
bill at this store from their financial abuse. The authorities
have yet to do anything about it. 

It is estimated that elder abuse shortens a victim’s lifespan
by 5 years. I am not sure what kills me the most, the aware-
ness that I was abused and robbed by people I trusted, or the
fact that people can abuse elders and get away with it. What
is this community going to be about?

Richard MacDonald, Carmel

Outright ban of leaf blowers
Dear Editor,

The use of leaf blowers is a bane on the existence of
everyone who lives in populated areas. The incessant whine
and resuspension of harmful spores, bacteria and debris pose
a significant health risk to many people and harm the well
being of everyone in the vicinity. The two-cycle gas-powered
models are also gross polluters of the air we breathe. Many
cities and counties in California and other states, and even
entire countries, have enacted out right bans of both electric-
and gas-powered machines. Some cities ban only gas-pow-
ered machines, such as Carmel, which labels them a “public
nuisance.” Many other cities have partial bans, such as
Pacific Grove. Pacific Grove’s law states that it is unlawful to
use gas leaf blowers within 50 feet of a property line or pub-
lic way (ergo most properties are not big enough for their
legal use). Electric blowers must also be under a certain
sound threshold. Unfortunately, many of the electric blowers
in use in P.G. are also illegal due to their sound levels.
Furthermore, it is illegal to blow debris onto any other prop-
erty or public way in P.G. I recently walked to the post office
while two gas-powered machines were being used out front

to blow debris all over the patrons! The postmaster had no
idea his gardeners were breaking the law and creating such a
nuisance. And they continue to do so, even after I informed
him of the law.

The time has come to enact an outright ban on ALL leaf-
blowers in Carmel, Pacific Grove and Monterey. Before these
laws are enacted, the code compliance officer in P.G. has
directed me to call the non-emergency line to the police
department to report illegal use. The police will issue fines. I
encourage others to do the same, as the users of these
machines will not regulate themselves and comply with the
law. I also encourage citizens to inform themselves of just
how many harmful effects these machines cause and to sup-
port an outright ban of their use in our communities.

James Smith, Pacific Grove

A TWO-TIME Grammy Award winning composer who
lives in Carmel Highlands, Alan Silvestri will receive a BMI
Icon Award May 10 at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Beverly
Hills.

The composer — who owns Silvestri Vineyards in Carmel
Valley — wrote the music for “Back to the Future,” “Who
Framed Roger Rabbit,” “Forrest Gump,” “Captain America,”
“The Avengers” and many other television and film produc-
tions. He took home Grammys for writing the music to
“Castaway” and “Polar Express.”

“We are thrilled to honor Alan, a brilliant, deeply sensitive
and diverse composer, whose glorious music is as inspiring
as he is,” said Doreen Ringer-Ross of BMI. “His keen cine-
matic sensibility, empathetic nature, and passion make him
one of the most coveted and revered film composers in the
world.”

Silvestri honored again

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday
night by email —

free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com
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Stone, whose district includes portions of
Monterey and Santa Cruz counties, said the
bill is a “necessary update” to the state’s gas
and diesel revenue’ tax programs.

“Also, the changes to the registration fees
will ensure that all vehicles on the road,
including electric, are paying into the cost of
maintaining this infrastructure,” he told The
Pine Cone.

The assemblyman also explained that rev-
enue created by the legislation is strictly tied
to transportation purposes, “and the bill also
builds in more transparency and oversight.”

“Expectations are that the money will
start going out at the end of the first quarter
of 2018,” he said.

A majority of Monterey County’s more
than 1,200 miles of roadway and 173 bridges
were rated in poor condition by a statewide
road and streets assessment report, and as of
December 2016, the county’s maintenance
backlog was more than $750 million. 

Damage from the storms this winter and
last year’s Soberanes Fire, which burned
more than 130,000 acres and destroyed 57
homes, added $50 million to county road-
ways, the report indicated.

TAX
From page 3A

OWLS
From page 7A

to hear back,” she told The Pine Cone
Thursday.

Meanwhile, the baby owls are doing fine,
and have just started fledging, with all but
the youngest already testing their wings in
flight.

“He’s too young to jump out — he is two
weeks behind,” she explained of the
youngest, whom a YouTube viewer named
Sette, the Italian word for “seven.”

The rest of the owls started to take flight
after Dmytryk built a little ledge outside the
box’s hole for them. “They were really hesi-
tant — they didn’t want to take that first fall,
didn’t trust their wings, so we gave them a
little ledge to give them something to hop
out on, and now that’s kind of their diving
board,” she said.

The nesting box was installed last
December, with adult barn owls moving in
quickly after, and by Feb. 3, the first of eight
eggs had hatched. All but one baby survived.

Dymytrk, who has been taking tidbits of
the video and posting them on the owls’
channel as highlights, said Solano is the first
restaurateur in the country “to employ owls
as part of their pest-control program.” 
The restaurant is hosting a fledging party on
April 21 to raise money to install barn owl
boxes at local schools, and tickets are avail-
able at www.hauteenchilada.com. People
who would like to check out the owls live
should search for “Teco & Lotte,” (the names
of the parents) on YouTube.
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100-foot pine smashes back of house
THE BACK bedroom and hallway of a

Buena Vista Avenue house were badly dam-
aged by a 100-foot-tall Monterey pine that
crashed onto the home from the neighbor’s
property Friday morning, Monterey Fire
Chief Gaudenz Panholzer said this week.

On April 7, at approximately 8:15 a.m.,
Monterey Fire personnel went to the home
on the report of the fallen tree. After ensur-

ing no one had been injured, firefighters
inspected the damage and called for a city
building official to check the structural
integrity of the house.

The inspector arrived around 9:30 a.m.
and deemed the house unsafe until the tree
was removed and repairs were made, and
electrical service was shut off, due to wiring
in the damaged areas.

The resident asked fire crews to help
move one piece of furniture from the bed-
room to the front of the house, in order to
protect it, Panholzer added. “It was one of
those days where we had a really wet evening
and then it was really windy,” he recalled. “I
know it was busy in P.G.”

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number at www.alertmontereycounty.org

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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The Whiskey Wasps (above) play Thursday in Carmel Valley. Singer-songwriter Lillie Lemon and key-
boardist Erica Wobbles (right) perform Saturday in Monterey. Guitarist Bob Basa (far right) and drum-
mer David Norwood pay tribute to Brazilian jazz Friday in Monterey.

BETTER KNOWN as a place where musicians come to
play after they’ve attained success, the Monterey Peninsula is
also capable of producing young talent with a bright future,
like the duo, Lillie Lemon, which plays Saturday, April 15,
at East Village Coffee Lounge in Monterey. 

The show marks the last local performance for the duo
until July. Featuring singer-songwriter Lillie Lemon and key-
boardist Erica Wobbles, two musicians serve up synth-
heavy pop songs with smart lyrics and catchy dance grooves.

‘It’s a different kind of art’
While most singer-songwriters are content to hear their

music backed by a conventional array of acoustic instru-
ments, Lemon was searching for a different sound on her
debut record, which came out in 2015.

“I wasn’t satisfied,” she told The Pine Cone. “I couldn’t
put it into words. Then Erica hopped on as a producer and
things took a different direction — we decided to do elec-
tronic music.”

Like Lemon, Wobbles wasn’t content to travel down a
well-worn musical path. “Erica was raised playing classical
music on the bassoon and the viola,” she explained.
“Eventually, he picked up the piano, and it opened up an

going to achieve their musical dreams. Last year, a six-month
tour took them through 45 states, including Alaska. “We
wanted to see where all the cool scenes were,” Lemon
explained.

After Saturday’s show, the performers will launch a three-
month Wild West Tour that will travel as far east as
Oklahoma and as far north as Idaho. 

“The dream is to be self-sustaining, and be able to make
enough money so we can pay the rent and keep playing,”
Lemon said.

New album in the works
Over the next three months, the duo will play in venues of

varying sizes —  and before audiences that may or may not
be familiar with what they play. Curiously, though, they’ve
been a big hit in some of the more unlikely places they’ve
played.

“It can be pretty hit or miss,” Lemon added. “But the
smaller the town, the more they like us.”

Besides touring, the duo is working on its second full-
length recording — a concept album that looks at the were-

DUO KICKS OFF TOUR WITH WILD WEST-THEMED SHOW AT COFFEE HOUSE
avenue to synthesizers.”

For Lemon, the synthesizer not only provided the right
complement to her voice, but it offered her a chance to show
that electronic music could coexist with meaningful lyrics.

When Lemon and Wobbles take the stage, they bring
along an assortment of electronic gadgetry that must come as
a surprise to anyone who thinks a singer-songwriter must be

accompanied by a piano or an acoustic guitar.
While the power of the technology she embraces is evi-

dent, Lemon said she doesn’t believe it will replace tradition-
al instruments.

“People who play electronic music tend to be gearheads to
begin with,” she said. “It takes a certain knack for program-
ming — it’s a different kind of art.”

Lemon and Wobbles have earned a devoted local follow-
ing, but they realize they need to reach new fans if they’re See MUSIC next page

On A High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS
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The Monterey Public Library Endowment Committee and Friends of the 
Library in Partnership with The Financial Awareness Foundation present

Supporting the Financial
Awareness and Financial 

Literacy Movement
April is National Financial Literacy Month

Building Blocks to
Successful 

Financial Planning
Wednesday, April 19th

6:00–8:00 pm

Building Blocks to
Successful 

Estate Planning
Tuesday, April 25th

6:00–8:00 pm

Monterey Public Library Community Room

We want to to motivate, educate, 
and empower you to improve your 

future financial lifestyle by providing an 
easy-to-use, systematic approach to 
personal financial management.

Adults are invited to attend.
Admission is free. Reservations required.

Hors d’oeuvres will be served.  

Call (831) 646-5632 or 
email thongchu@monterey.org

Expert Speakers

Cristofer A. Cabanillas, AIF, CFP
Partner, Monterey Private Wealth

Eric N. Holk,Certified Specialist
in Estate Planning, Trust & 

Probate Law

Rina R. Tringali, CPA, CFE

All attendees will receive a complimentary 
set of personal fi nance publications. This 
powerful resource gives you and your loved 
ones the ‘gift of personal fi nancial knowledge’ 
to help make your dreams a reality.

A SPECIAL GIFT TO THE 
COMMUNITY

Additional speakers will be joining our 
distinguished panel of experts. 

Craig Henton, Vice President &
Sr. Trust Officer, Union Bank

PLANNING for the FUTURE

Shary Farr
Life Planning Specialist

Partners for Transitions, LLC
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wolf trials in 14th century France as a
metaphor for many of the misunderstandings
the world is experiencing today. Lemon and
Wobbles are also planning a homecoming
performance July 15 at Barmel, and they
hope to have the new record out by late sum-
mer.

The western-themed show starts at 7 p.m.
Singer-songwriter Casey Frazier will play
first. Tickets are $5 for those dressed in cow-
boy gear, and $10 for those without. The cof-
feehouse is located at 498 Washington St.
Call (831) 373-5601.

n Live Music April 14-20
Barmel — Scott Cooper & the

Barrelmakers (rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.).
San Carlos and Seventh, (831) 626-3400.

Bay of Pines restaurant in Monterey —
Wes Kelley & The Blackhawks
(Americana, Saturday at 7 a.m. p.m.). 150
Del Monte Ave., (831) 920-3560.

Bon Ton L’Roy’s Lighthouse
Smokehouse in Monterey — Everything
Turned to Color (jazz and folk, Wednesday
at 7 p.m.). 794 Lighthouse Ave., (831) 375-
6958.

Cannery Row Brewing Co. in Monterey
— Undercover (pop, rock, soul and reggae,
Friday at 9 p.m.); and Johnny Tsunami and
the Shoulder Hoppers (rock, reggae and
surf classics, Saturday at 10 p.m.). 95
Prescott Ave., (831) 643-2722.

Cibo Ristorante Italiano in Monterey —
The Kimball Hooker Band (dance and
r&b, Friday at 9 p.m.); Cougar Unleashed
(soul and r&b, Saturday at 9 p.m.); singer
Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence (jazz
and swing, Tuesday at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s
Fault (Wednesday at 7 p.m.); and The Ben
Herod Trio (swing and jazz, Thursday at 7
p.m.). 301 Alvarado St., (831) 649-8151.

Cooper’s Pub & Restaurant in
Monterey — singer-songwriter Wade Egan
(Friday at 9 p.m.); and guitarist Joe Lucido
(smooth jazz, Saturday at 9 p.m.). 653
Cannery Row, (831) 373-1353.

East Village Coffee Lounge in Monterey
— Lillie Lemon (indie electro-pop) and
singer-songwriter Casey Frazier (Saturday
at 7 p.m.). 498 Washington St., (831) 373-
5601.

Fernwood Resort in Big Sur — Songs
Hotbox Harry Taught Us (Big Sur country,
Saturday at 9 p.m.). On Highway 1 25 miles
south of Carmel, (831) 667-2422.

Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley —
singer and guitarist Justin Brown (alterna-
tive and soul, Saturday at 4:30 p.m.); singer
and guitarist John Sherry (blues, rock and
jazz, Sunday at 4:30 p.m.); and The

Whiskey Wasps (folk, Thursday at 4:30
p.m.).  8940 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 293-
7500.

Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel and
Spa — guitarist Bob Basa, drummer David
Morwood and special guests pay tribute to
the Bossa Nova (Brazilian jazz, Friday at 7
p.m.); flutist Tim Jackson, guitarist Jesse
Elias, bassist Billy Bosch, drummer David
Morwood (jazz, Saturday at 7 p.m.); and
Easter Sunday Jazz Brunch with The David
Morwood Jazz Band (Sunday at 10 a.m., 1
Old Golf Course Road, (831) 372-1234. 

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach
— The Jazz Trio featuring pianists Bob
Phillips or Bill Spencer (jazz, in the lobby,
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.); and The
Dottie Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7
p.m.); also, a bagpiper plays every evening at
5:45 p.m. 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-
7500.

Julia’s restaurant in Pacific Grove —
singer-songwriter Tiffany Decker (Monday
at 6 p.m.); singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(Tuesday at 6 p.m.); mandolinist Dave
Holodiloff (Wednesday at 6 p.m.); and
singer-songwriter Buddy Comfort
(Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave., (831)
656-9533.

Lucia Restaurant + Bar at Bernardus
Lodge in Carmel Valley — pianist Martin
Headman (jazz, Friday and Saturday at 7
p.m.). 415 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 658-
3400.

Mission Ranch — pianist Tom
Gastineau (jazz, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at 5 p.m.); singer and pianist
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 7
p.m.); pianist David Kempton (jazz,
Monday through Thursday at 8 p.m.) and
pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Sunday
at 10 a.m., Monday through Thursday at 8
p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.

The Sunset Lounge at Hyatt Carmel
Highlands — singer Neal Banks and gui-
tarist Steve Ezzo (pop and rock, Friday at 7
p.m.); and singer and pianist Dino Vera
(jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday at 7 p.m. and
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive,
(831) 620-1234.

Terry’s Lounge at Cypress Inn — and
singer and pianist Dino Vera (Friday at 7
p.m., jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday at 7
p.m.); pianist Gennady Loktionov and
singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 7
p.m.); Andrea’s Fault (jazz and blues,
Sunday at 11 a.m.); pianist Gennady
Loktionov (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.); and
singer Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence
(pop and jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln
and Seventh, (831) 624-3871.

Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley —
Grove Acre (‘80s and ‘90s rock, Friday at 6
p.m.); and singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino Place, (831)
298-7453.

Guitarist Kyle Weber (left) and his band, Everything Turned to Color, perform Wednesday at Bon Ton
L’Roy’s Lighthouse Smokehouse in Monterey. Guitarist Jesse Elias (right) will share the stage with the David
Morwood Jazz Band Saturday at the Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel in Monterey.

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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PBFW celebrates its first decade, 
and a farewell to Andre Lengacher 

WHEN THE huge tent that accommo-
dates thousands of attendees of the Pebble
Beach Food & Wine Grand Tastings opens
on Saturday, April 22, one teenager will
legitimately be attending the 21-and-over
event. Jake Reisdorf, the Carmel Middle
School eighth grader who started his suc-
cessful honey business a few years back, will

work alongside Michelin-starred Chicago
chef Graham Elliot during the Grand
Tasting, one of the numerous gatherings
planned for the April 22-26 extravaganza.

While organizers are having to bend the
rules a little bit to include the 14-year-old in
the 10th annual event, he told The Pine Cone
everything seemed to fall into place relative-
ly easily.

“Basically, I had provided honey for them
the previous year, and this year, I asked if I
could provide any — and they asked if I

could be in there, too,” he
said. “And it all just fell into
place.”

On one of the elevated sec-
tions under the big top, Elliot
will prepare a dish he’s calling
“Milk and Honey,” using

Carmel Honey Co. products. Reisdorf said
he’s been talking to Elliot via email and fol-

soup to nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

Jake Reisdorf of Carmel Honey Co. has gotten used to working with professional chefs, like Anita Hirsch
of Nieman Marcus. He’s hoping to meet many more — especially Thomas Keller — when he takes his prod-
ucts to Pebble Beach Food & Wine later this month.

Continues next page
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lowing him on Instagram, and is excited to
work with him. Dorothy Maras, in charge of
all things culinary for the festival, said the
dish will feature burrata cheese, wild arugula
and Reisdorf’s Carmel Valley Honeycomb.

Besides Elliot, he also hopes he’ll be able
to meet some of his other favorite chefs,
including Thomas Keller of The French
Laundry.

“I would really like to meet him, because
when I was in Texas earlier this year, I deliv-
ered honey to Neiman Marcus chef Anita
Hirsch. She was meeting with Chef Thomas
the next week, so I gave her an extra sample
pack,” he said. “Later, I followed up, and she
told me in an email, ‘I believe Thomas Keller
enjoyed your honey thoroughly.’ I hear he’s
tough to track down, but it would be awe-
some to meet him!”

Reisdorf — whose mom used to work in
Carmel City Hall — got into the bee business
after he created a website about bees for an
assignment in school. He was 10 at the time.
Since then, he has built a company that sup-
plies local honey to stores, restaurants and
other culinary outlets, and he also consults
with people on the placement and mainte-
nance of beehives. Finally, his Jake Gives
Back program includes talking to schools,
corporate groups and others about bees and
his experiences, and he donates to organiza-
tions focused on researching honey bees and
educating people about them.

n Other PBFW tidbits
As the coordinator of everything having to

From previous page

Andre and Nargis
Lengacher in Lucerne,
Switzerland, where
he had worked as a
chef. A memorial cel-
ebration will be held
April 20 for Andre,
who passed away
March 2 and was
also a proud member
of Les Toques
Blanches and the
Carmel Host Lions
Club.

do with the chefs and purveyors who partici-
pate in the Pebble Beach Food & Wine’s tast-
ings, demos, lunches, dinners, after parties,
grand tastings and other activities at several
venues inside and outside of Del Monte
Forest, Dorothy Maras has a lot to keep track
of, whether ensuring the jackets for the 100-
plus participating chefs and their crews have
been properly embroidered, or securing
obscure kitchen equipment and ingredients,
or making sure chefs know the dishes they
are providing for the Grand Tasting must
serve 250 people every 30 minutes for three
hours.

“I have nightmares. My biggest nightmare
is protein, because if something goes crazy or
there are storms on both coasts and it’s not
available, there’s no place here that has
enough volume that I can call and say, ‘I need
300 pounds of octopus. Today,’” she said.
“The people coming here are from cities with
warehouses, but we don’t have that here. One
dropped stitch equals a nightmare.”

As Maras obtains lists of ingredients and
recipes from participating chefs, she puts her
feelers out to make sure her suppliers are
ready. A farmer in Southern California who
provides the microgreens plans months
ahead, filling his “acres and acres and acres
of greenhouses” with tender plants. “The vol-
ume is tremendous,” she said, as in: 2,000
pounds of butter, approximately 600 8-ounce
clamshells of microgreens of close to 100
varieties, 6,000 pounds of proteins (fish,
shellfish, beef, pork, chicken, duck, quail,
squab, etc.), 4,000 pounds of produce, and
250,000 pieces of biodegradable/recycled

Continues next page
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plates, forks, spoons, bowls and other serv-
ing vessels.

n Bernahl on a decade
“It’s been a fun rollercoaster,” the Pebble

Beach Food and Wine festival’s founder,
David Bernahl, told The Pine Cone Tuesday.
“Of course, there’s a surreal component to
these big, round numbers.”

He also said it’s no surprise the event
reached the 10-year mark, even through the
sobering years of the Great Recession. “The
festival itself takes on its own personality,”
he said. “If you do a really good job of creat-
ing something, you become less a part of it.
It’s not about us — it perpetuates its own
success.”

To that end, he noted, chefs and winemak-
ers love being a part of it, and people fly in
from all over the world to see familiar faces,
meet friends, and try new things.

“Our hard job was getting it over the first
so many years,” he said. 

He also said the changes made over the
course of the years have often been “opposite
of what people expected,” like reducing the
high-end, 150-person dinners to more inti-
mate groups of 50, and locating some of
them in private homes, as the Bocuse d’Or
dinners are this year.

“It just feels good. It feels good to look
back on all these amazing stories and mem-
ories, and challenges and successes that 10
years puts in your basket. It’s a pretty good
shopping spree,” he said. 

Still, he said his goal is to make PBF&W,
“the best festival in the world. Not in the
area, not in California, not in the country —
I want it to be the best in the world. Every
year, we look at what we did well and what
we could do better.”

He envisions Pebble Beach Food & Wine
with longevity and uniqueness akin to the

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, consid-
ered the greatest annual gathering of unique
vintage and collector cars.

“Looking at what that means today, when
I turn 88 years old, 50 years from now, I
would like to see it be that important world-
wide,” he said. “Or maybe even sooner.”

Bernahl said he also contemplates “how
to do things differently and break the mold,”
including live-streaming tastings from
Pebble Beach to other venues, where guests
in those remote locations could taste the
same products and hear the panel discus-
sions.

“The idea is that restaurants and places all
over the world could kind of participate with
the product in front of them and with our
panel worldwide, so everyone could be part
of Pebble Beach Food & Wine, whether in
New York or Paris or Chicago,” he said. “We
could really turn it into a fun production, not
just for the people in the room.”

As for this year, to learn more about
what’s happening at Pebble Beach Food &
Wine, visit www.pbfw.com.

n Bidding ‘Adieu,’ to Andre
The charismatic man behind Lugano’s

Swiss Bistro and Oktoberfest Monterey Bay,
Andre Lengacher, succumbed to cancer
March 2 at the age of 69, and a memorial is
planned for April 20, 5 p.m., at the Monterey
Fairgrounds, according to his wife, Nargis
Lengacher. He had hosted his Oktoberfest
celebration at the fairgrounds for the past
few years, and Nargis said many of his
friends are volunteering to help with the cel-
ebration of his life.

The couple were married 28 years, fol-
lowing a very brief courtship after the two
were introduced by Nargis’ sister when they
were both working in San Diego.

“She introduced me to him, and that was
it,” she said. “Three months later, we were

Continues next page
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engaged, and a year later, we were married.”
The couple did a stint in St. Augustine, Fla., where they

opened a restaurant “that didn’t do too well,” and subsequent-
ly went to work in Los Angeles. But their friend, Ken
Spilfogel (of Flaherty’s Fish House in Carmel), regularly
invited them to visit him here. 

“We never really liked L.A., but we would come visit Ken
on the weekends,” she said. “We loved Carmel and decided
to move here. Andre always wanted to have a Swiss restau-
rant, so he fulfilled his dream and opened up Lugano in
1995.”

He also started Oktoberfest Monterey Bay seven years
ago, first in the Barnyard shopping center and then at the
Fairgrounds.

“He was always a happy man. He had a beautiful heart,”
Nargis said. Even as he struggled with a staggering three dif-
ferent cancers that made it impossible for him to speak, “he
would still smile.”

At the end, she said, “He had just decided he was done.”
She and Spilfogel planned a final party for Lengacher, with
Mike Marotta and other musicians playing, and friends
bringing food, all in his hospital room. “And his friends
came, he was smiling, he was happy — it was like he had
made peace with it,” she said. 

And in his honor, the show will go on at Oktoberfest,
Nargis said.

“But this time, because Andre isn’t here, we want it to be
at the Barnyard, to have it be more intimate, in memory of
him,” she said of this year’s event, which will be held Sept.
16-17. It will also serve as a fundraiser for a cancer founda-
tion.

As for the restaurant that was his dream, she said, that will
continue, too. “I have wonderful friends in restaurants, like
Ken, and if I need anything, I just ask. I’m lucky I have such
amazing friends in Carmel — a wonderful support system.”

n Fun at Estéban

Estéban, the Spanish restaurant in the Casa Munras
Garden Hotel in Monterey, introduced Cheese & Wine
Pairing Thursday on March 30 and is extending the promo-
tion through May 25. Every Thursday, from 5 to 10 p.m., the
restaurant offers pairings of various California cheeses with
a range of wines for $10 per pair, or $23 for all three.

Sample selections by chef Tom Snyder include Salinas
Valley cow’s milk cheeses from Schoch Family Farmstead
paired with apple and rosemary jam and Notorious Pink
Rosé, and Cypress Grove’s Truffle Tremor goat cheese paired
with olive and orange tapenade and Bella Grace Zinfandel.
Wines from the Ribera del Duero and Galicia regions in
Spain, as well as from Monterey County, will be showcased
during the weekly pairings. 

And on Thursday, April 27, from 5:30 to 9 p.m., Snyder
will hold one of his Taste of Spain events, with a reception
and dinner centered around authentic paella served on the
patio, along with an assortment of Spanish small bites and
house-made desserts. Local wines from Georis Winery,
along with a selection of Spanish wines, will be poured, as
will “Boss Anna” Partida Margaritas. 

And, new this time, will be live dancing and demonstra-
tions from Azahar Flamenco, led by dancer and artistic direc-
tor Jessica Iglesias.

The evening’s menu will include Medjool dates with
bacon and bleu cheese, crostini of chicken liver pâté and
sherry-soaked currants, tomato bread, grilled asparagus with
Serrano ham, prawns and shellfish, tortilla (the Spanish tapa
made from cheese, potato, egg and onion), Spanish sausage
with hot peppers, lamb “lollipops,” and, of course, a huge pan
of paella, the traditional Spanish rice dish made with chick-
en, shrimp, sausage and saffron. Dessert will be house-made
churros and chocolate bread pudding, among other treats.
The cost to attend is $75 per person, plus tax and tip.

For reservations, call (831) 324-6773 or visit www.hotel-
casamunras.com/esteban-restaurant.

n For the love of Dad
Sue Gilles joined the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society in

honor of her father, Vic Caleca, who died in 1995 after a
decade struggling with stage 4 Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
In his name, she’s trying to raise as much money as possible
by May 6 to support the organization’s “mission to fund
research, find cures, and ensure access to treatment for blood

cancer patients,” and to that end, she’s hosting several differ-
ent events throughout the Peninsula.

A fundraising dinner at Cantinetta Luca on Dolores Street
south of Ocean Avenue hosted by legendary master somme-
lier Fred Dame and Lia Gilles, advanced sommelier and
estate ambassador for Vérité Wines, will take place April 15
at 6:15 p.m. The restaurant’s owner, David Fink, will select
the menu to pair with 2012 Vérité La Muse, a 100-point Wine
Spectator wine, among others. The cost to attend is $500 per
person.

And on April 19, Bill and Lydia Uretsky will host Jazz
and Sushi, featuring music from the Roger Eddy band, and
the sushi and sashimi creations of chef Kazu from Sakura,
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., in Markham Ranch. Valet parking
will be available, and the cost to attend is $250 per person.

RSVP to events@fortheloveofdad.com or call (831) 269-
7123.

n Hyatt’s new drinks
The cocktail list at the Hyatt Regency Monterey hotel has

been updated for spring, with a selection of bright and crisp
drinks, as well as those that still warm you from the inside.

Among them are the Flora Dora, with Patron Silver tequi-
la, fresh lime juice and raspberry puree topped with ginger
beer, and the Red Square Mule, with Stoli Citros vodka, ruby
red grapefruit juice and agave nectar, also topped with ginger
beer.

The Tito’s Coastal Orange Lemonade is made with Tito’s
Handmade vodka, Solerno Blood Orange liqueur, lemon and
agave nectar.

“Favorites” listed on the menu are cocktails like the
Margarita with Don Julio Blanco tequila; the Strawberry
Mojito with Cruzan rum, sliced strawberries, agave nectar,
mint leaves and fresh lime topped with soda water; the
Hendrick’s New School Negroni (Hendrick’s gin, Campari,
fresh lemon juice, simple syrup and an IPA); the Belvedere
Elderflower Martini with Belvedere vodka and St. Germain
elderflower liqueur, sliced cucumber and freshly squeezed
lime; and the Bulleit Summer Breeze with Bulleit Bourbon,
Solerno Blood Orange liqueur, ginger ale and lemon.

The hotel is located near Old Del Monte Golf Course off
Mark Thomas Drive in Monterey.

n Uncorked Wednesdays
Two restaurants on Fisherman’s Wharf are doing their best

to welcome midweek diners by offering them free corkage on
Wednesdays.

Abalonetti Bar and Grill, as well as the Big Fish Grill, are
inviting patrons to bring in their own bottles of wine and
enjoy free corkage on Wednesday nights.

For more information, visit www.abalonettimonterey.com
and www.bigfishmonterey.com.

To the dreamers, the  gazing faces, the laughs, 
and the people that love to drink 
in spectacular scenery.

Call now for reservations 

Open Daily 11:30am        |        rockypointrestaurant.com        |        info@RockyPointRestaurant.com       |         831.624.2933

36700 Highway 1 
10 miles South of Carmel
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Press releases about newsworthy events 
should go to the following 

Pine Cone reporters:

Mary Schley: Carmel-by-the-Sea, food & wine, police,
fire, criminal courts and school

mary@carmelpinecone.com

Chris Counts: Carmel Valley, Big Sur, 
Arts & Entertainment and scholastic sports

chris@carmelpinecone.com

Kelly Nix: Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Monterey,
Seaside, state government,

civil courts and water
kelly@carmelpinecone.com

Letters to the editor are only accepted by 
email and should be sent to mail@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
Press  Release guidel ines

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

He wasn’t a liar, but his 
pants sure were on fire

THEY’RE IN their mid-80s now, rough-
ly seven decades removed from their school
days, but the memories of Carmel High’s

Class of 1950 remain young.
Indeed, who could forget the vision of Ted

Dahash’s smoldering pocket? The gang was
at Sunset School playing kickball, a game in
which a fielder could eliminate a run-
ner by hitting him/her on the base
paths with a thrown ball. Even in
grammar school, Gene Vandervort
had a terrific arm.

“I threw the ball at Ted and hit him
in the butt,” remembered Vandervort,
who signed a minor league contract
with the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high
school, but opted instead to return
home and become a cabinetmaker.
“He had sheets of caps — the kind
you’d use in a cap gun — in the back
of his Levis. They all exploded and
blew his back pocket right off. I
thought I’d killed the kid.”

In a small town like Carmel, such
incidents became big news.

“If any shenanigans were going
on, everybody in town knew about it
before you even got home,” said
Suzanne (Cabell) Whitaker, whose
husband, Steve Whitaker, was a multi-
sport athlete and two-time class pres-
ident. “If the police got involved, they
usually just brought you home and let
your parents scold you.”

Whitaker, a Ph.D., a professor at UC
Davis, author of several text books, and an
international lecturer, recalled a day when he

and his brother spied an open
window at the American
Legion Hall.

“Naturally, we went
through that window to see
what we could find, and we
found a bunch of candy bars,”

he said. “Suddenly, the front door opened,
and in came Pon Chung (a well-known local
character of the day) to sweep up. He yelled,

These fellows don’t look too sad to be “caught” for Sadie
Hawkins day. Starting at left, Gene Vandervort, Joan
Sanders Vandervort, Dici Douglas and Walt Frey.

Class of 1950
By DENNIS TAYLOR

See CLASS OF page 34A
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w CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL“Widely recognized as one of the finest and most highly respected 
names in residential construction on the Monterey Peninsula.”

QUALITY • CRAFTSMANSHIP • SERVICE
831.624.1311 CaribouConstruction.com  Lic. #385545
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Liz Avery
NEED HELP GETTING YOUR 
TAX NUMBERS TOGETHER?

CommerCial or Private

Bookkeeping conveniently done in your home office.
Making Your Life Easier! 831.917.3962

w BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING

w CABINETRY

AMBROSE POLLOCK
CABINETRY, FURNITURE & MILLWORK
Handmade furniture, cabinetry, fine woodwork-
ing since 1979 by craftsman Ambrose Pollock. 
Millwork welcomed, wide belt sanding service 
available, repairs on valued antiques, slabs 
and local woods available at our local shop 
at 26550 Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel.     
Licensed state contractor #409836, bonded, in-
sured, “old school” service and guarantee. Call 
831.625.6554, email woodart@sbcglobal.net  
and website  carmelfurnituremaker.com .        TF

w CAREGIVER

Providing caregivers and companions under private 
arrangements throughout Monterey County

Call for a consultation
(831) 626-9500 or (831) 444-9500

www.abundantpersonalcare.com
California HCO #274700006

Abundant Personal 
Care Services

w CARPET CLEANING

www.drygreen.biz 

831-210-9471

DRYGREEN
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Serving the Monterey Peninsula for 16 years!
Non-Allergenic • Low Moisture Cleaning

Specializing in:
Pet Odor/Stains, Red Wine Spills, Coffee, and Soda

Safe for Kids and Pets
Insured • Residential • Commercial

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

Pacific Coast Builders
Serving the Carmel area over 30 years

All phases of Construction 
Specializing in Kitchens & Baths

(Including Handyman Services)

Vince Frumkin (831) 915-8054
Lic. #530446           pcbuilders@live.com

Carmel Kitchens & Baths offers you unique 
designs from a team of certified kitchen & bath 
professionals with over 45 years of experience

CUSTOM DESIGN - CUSTOM SERVICE
(831) 624-4667

www.carmelkitchens.com
26386 Carmel Rancho Lane, Carmel, CA 93923

w DENTAL

w ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

w FENCES AND DECKS

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

w FIREWOOD
OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.         
(831) 601-9728               TF

SEASONDED FIREWOOD
OAK, PINE & EUCALYPTUS

SPLIT & DELIVERED
ALSO, CRUSHED CONCRETE 
WOOD CHIPS, & TOPSOIL 
CALL (831) 633-4420

Dirty Floors?
Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

Cords and 
half cords of each.

Free delivery.
(831) 385-5371

FIREWOOD
Dry Oak Wood, Dry Eucalyptus.

w FLOOR CLEANING

A N D Y  C H R I S T I A N S E N
C H A I R  D O C T O R
(831) 236-8395

w FURNITURE REPAIR

w GATES

Gate Service, Repair & Installation. Fabricate Custom 
Wood & Steel. We work on any motors.

(831) 655-1419
Showroom: 1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 

Lic. #900218

Garage Door and Motor Service,
Repair and Installation Steel, Wood, 

or Aluminum Garage Doors 

Free Estimates (831) 655-1419
www.lighthousedoorandgate.com

1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Lic. 
#900218

w GARAGE DOOR

Brick, Stone
Concrete

Rock-Block
Plumbing
Sheet rock
Insulation
Roofing

Firewood
Gardening

Plant
Pruning

Lawn Maintenance
Sprinklers

Clean-up & Hauling

Fences, Decks
Pavers, Repair, Tile

Painting
Plastering

Stucco

No Lic.

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY

Ramiro Hernandez     cell (831) 601-7676

ADAN’S 
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given
Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

Robert Dayton 
Landscaping

Hands on owner/operator

Got Mulch?
Does Your Garden Good!

Helps with adding nutrients and with conserving water
Specializing in: Full Service Maintenance, 

Landscape Renovations, Low Voltage Lighting, 
Landscape Hard/Soft Installation

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES!
Serving Monterey 

Peninsula 
Since 1981

License # 
916352(831) 233-2871     

JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Painting, and 
code compliant laundry water irrigation 
systems. Lic. # 889019         
(831) 595-9799               TF

w HAULING

TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling.  Yard waste and house-
hold debris. Call Michael  (831) 624-2052 or 
(831) 521-6711.               TF

Cornerstone Hauling & Gardening
“Honest Work and Great Prices”

JORDAN (831) 676-8821
CORNERSTONEHAULING77@GMAIL.COM

PO BOX 2051 MONTEREY, CA 93942  LIC. #1006071

Isabel’s Management Services
Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay

Residential • Commercial • House Management
Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes • Power Wash 

Window Cleaning • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436

15 Yrs. ExpEriEncE • profEssional & ExcEllEnt rEfErEncEs

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Sid-
ing, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry, Roof Debris, 
Plumbing/Electrical Repairs, Drywall/Paint Re-
pairs, Gutter/Roof Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 
402-1638  Lic. #821763 / Bonded                         
                               3/17

w HOUSE CLEANING

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937     (831) 324-4431

Experienced • Professional 
Friendly Touch for 30 years

BONDED HOUSECLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

So Many Dustballs 
So Little Time

Intuitive Astrologer
& Life Coach 

g Consultations are available in Person, 
via Skype, or Recorded & emailed to you f

Jan Rekoutis 
MissJan2016@gmail.com

w ASTROLOGY

w HANDYMAN

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y
          Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM • Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com  NOTICE: Service Directory ads are accepted ONLY by email.

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

w GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

w FIREWOOD

CNA Care Giver
Max J Gee

831-394-2752

���HOUSE CLEANING

Are you the one who tries everything 
to keep your house clean? 

No more torture, call a professional!
Local references, good prices, honest, 

reliable & thorough cleaning.
Window Cleaning & Garden Clean ups

TAKE A BREAK AND RELAX

Call Sonia 
(C) 277-0146

Vacation Homes & Regular Cleaning
Lowest price on the Central Coast

831-236-7133
Call today for a free estimate, you will be very satisfied!

Carmel-by-the-Sea Professional
House Cleaning Service

ROCIO’S 
HOUSEKEEPING SERVICE

RELIABLE, RESPONSIBLE, TRUSTWORHY
Let Rocio Maintain the Gleam and Polish.  

References.
Call or text 831-578-6396 to Meet with Rocio

w PAINTING

Visa/Mastercard accepted                       Lic. #686233

Kofman Enterprises Inc.
PAINTING CONTRACTOR/GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Quality workmanship at reasonable prices. 
No job is too small! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your 

window or paint your entire house. Senior citizen discount. 

Fast Response • Many local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please call us at (831) 901-8894

Interior and exterior. Top quality yet economical.  
Residential specialist - 35 yrs. local references. 

Full range of services. Fully insured, member BBB, 
EPA certified firm. Lic. #436767 willbullockpainting.com

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING

Call 831.625.3307 or 831.277.8952  for a free estimate

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize in 
high-value household goods. Excellent referenc-
es available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. Call Jim 
Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 901-5867.  
                                                TF

w MOVING

HOUSE SITTER
I will love, protect and care for your home, 

plants & animals. 
Retired 30 year real estate agent, long time local. 

Reliable, respectful, conscientious. 
Areas: Carmel, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach and Big Sur

Please call Cindy: 831-659-2161.

w HOUSE SITTING
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A FUNDRAISER Friday, April 14, at Meuse Gallery

will collect money for Big Sur residents whose lives have
been impact by this winter’s storms and mudslides. 

“This event is about ‘locals helping locals’ as we raise
funds to go directly to the families most affected by the
recent storms that have ravaged Big Sur,” explained Joe
Fletcher, who is helping to organize the event. “Many of the
residents of Big Sur are out of work, have bills to pay, and are
having great trouble getting their kids to school and finding
places to stay.” 

The event starts at 7 p.m. The gallery, which showcases
the work of painter Simon Bull, is located at Ocean and
Monte Verde. Call (831) 420-8090.

Gallery rallies 
support for storm-weary
Big Sur residents
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and we jumped right back out the window.”
The Whitaker boys escaped to Carmel Theater, where

town cop Earl Warmuth found them a short time later.
“We were sitting there with our feet propped on a rail,”

Whitaker recalled. “Warmuth flashed his light on the bottom
of my sneakers, saw the suction-cup pattern that matched the
footprints outside the Legion Hall, and said, ‘All right you
guys, let’s go.’”

Cattle on both sides
A first date in Carmel was usually a lemon Coke (five

cents) at Bluitt’s Creamery. Kids played all day, morning to
sunset, without worrying their parents. Much of the area was
open space.

“There were cattle on both sides of the high school back
then,” said Dennis Narvaez, a three-sport athlete at CHS who
later served in the U.S. Marines, became self-employed in the
construction industry, and owned a Carmel motel for 30
years.

The Padres played baseball on the football field, with a
very short right-field fence. They built enormous bonfires
right behind the high school. Most of the town showed up for
sporting events.

“I went to a basketball game one night with Mike
McClure,” remembered Marlene (Becar) Mills. “As we were

CLASS OF
From page 31A

climbing the bleachers, I smiled at a
man I thought I recognized. Mike went
down to the concession stand, and when
he came back he said, ‘Well, I just ran
into one of the Crosby boys, who said
his dad (Bing) just called you an angel.’
So, I guess the smile worked!”

The famous crooner, who lived in
Pebble Beach, was such a regular at high
school events that Carmel cheerleaders
would typically trek to the visitors’ side
before a game for a preemptive strike.

“We’d ask their fans to leave Mr.
Crosby alone,” said Joan (Sanders)
Vandervort. “We loved that he came to
our games and didn’t want people bug-
ging him.”

Carmel kids were used to seeing
celebrities. Greer Garson, Joan Fontaine
and Jean Arthur were residents. Kim
Novak and Doris Day were soon to
arrive. Others also paid visits.

“I got Bette Davis’ autograph on
Ocean Avenue, and she was really snotty
to me. I put it in the back of my Levis, and a few days later
my mother put it through the washing machine,” said
Marlene Mills. “She was walking with Gary Merrill, but I
didn’t realize it. I also saw John Wayne once in the House of
Sweets.”

“I saw Olivia de Havilland getting out of a car on Ocean,
and got her autograph,” said Anne (Ferrante) Pickett. “There
was a military man with her, and I ignored him, but later fig-
ured out that it was John Huston.” 

“Rock Hudson was walking in front of the library, and it
was like there was a spotlight on him. Everybody knew who
he was,” said Donna (Dickson) Dormody, whose boyfriend
and future husband, Mike, was a CHS ’50 member.

They remember those as romantic times, and sometimes
hard times, but most of the memories extract hearty laughter
all these years later.

They got married anyway
Carlie (Daniels) Short recalls riding to the junior prom

alongside her future husband, Erik Short, when his infamous
car, “The Green Hornet,” broke down at the bottom of the
driveway of the Carmel Valley Inn.

“Erik wouldn’t let me get out and push in my formal, so I
steered and he pushed, wearing his suit,” she said. “Later that
night, we stepped outside the dance to the pool, and some
guys — Mike Dormody and Steve Whitaker, who hadn’t
gone to the dance — threw rocks at us from the bushes,
laughing hysterically.”

Another memory from the same night:
“Does anybody remember Jack Belangee and Janice

Harney jumping on the diving board?” asks (Saunders)
Vandervort. “He stepped on her skirt and ripped the whole
thing off. Then they wound up getting married, anyway.” 

“As an eighth grader, a senior asked me to prom, and, of
course, I said ‘yes!’ I didn’t realize eighth-graders weren’t
allowed,” said (Becar) Mills. “So I got called in by (girls’
vice-principal) Dorothy Wright, who broke the news to me
that I couldn’t go.”

“Mrs. Wright would bring you into her office and imme-
diately put a box of Kleenex in front of you right away, know-
ing she was going to make you cry,” said (Sanders)
Vandervort.

The stern educator was a woman of the era, said Joan
(Daniels) Houlton.

“Mrs. Wright was very good, but a creature of her time,”
said (Daniels) Houlton. “I was brilliant in math and geome-
try, but she said, ‘That’s enough math for you.’ Her assump-
tion was that I would be marrying and reproducing. That
wasn’t the way I wound up.”

She went on to become publisher of Time-Life Books in
New York, and vice-president of the corporation.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County.
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

It’s hard to believe that nearly 67 years have passed since this good-looking bunch graduat-
ed from Carmel High. Time sure has flown since the days of bouncing on diving boards and
throwing rocks at prom.

Bing was a big CHS fan. From left, Lee Laugenour, Dick Weer, Jim
Hare, Gene Vandervort and Steve Whitaker.

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday
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