
city,” assistant city forester Matt Feisthamel told planning
commissioners at their Jan. 11 meeting. The walkway was
originally landscaped in 1985, but many of the drought-toler-
ant native and Mediterranean species planted at the time have
since died. They haven’t been replaced, and invasive species
have moved in, some growing to block views and signs along
the well traveled pathway.

The city hired landscape architect Scott Hall to remedy
those problems, and he tackled five critical heavily used
areas on the path, which he said has suffered “30 years of
neglect.” The design calls for a lot of new plants and upgrad-
ed irrigation, according to Feisthamel. Parts of the pathway
would also be widened.

Hall’s proposal — which also includes a possible observa-
tion deck, an additional bench, better handicap access, and
removal of iceplant — was reviewed by the forest and beach

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER INTERVIEWS last week with finalists seeking
to be superintendent, the Carmel Unified School District
board of directors selected Dr. Barbara Dill-Varga, the dis-
trict announced Wednesday. For the past eight years, she has
been assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and
instruction in the Maine
Township High School
District 207 in Park Ridge,
Ill. — “one of America’s 14
most innovative school dis-
tricts,” officials said — and
could start her new job at
CUSD this spring.

“We had five candidates
that we selected for final
interviews,” said CUSD
Board President John
Ellison. “Every one of them
either is or will be an excel-
lent superintendent some-
where. These were really
top-quality candidates that
the search attracted.”

But at the end of the day, the board picked Dill-Varga as
superintendent, Stilwell said, in part due to her “extensive
level of experience in a couple of different districts, across a
spectrum of a couple of different kinds of schools.”
Specifically, he said, she has focused on professional devel-

Illinois superintendent
picked to head CUSD
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Barbara Dill-Varga

See DESAL page 10A

PUC EIR: The
desal plant is a go

By KELLY NIX

THE DESALINATION plant proposed by Cal Am for
the Marina Dunes, coupled with a project to turn wastewater
into drinking water, is the “environmentally superior” plan to
deliver water to the Monterey Peninsula, according to an
environmental impact report released by the state’s Public
Utilities Commission last week.

California American Water originally sought to build a 9.6
million-gallon-per-day desal plant but has since supported a
smaller 6.4 million-gallon-per-day plant, paired with the
water recycling project
planned by the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management
District and the Monterey
Regional Water Pollution
Control Agency. 

The new EIR, released
Jan. 12, identifies that combi-
nation as the Peninsula’s pre-
ferred water solution. 

The desal plant endorsed
by the EIR will utilize the
slant well technology which
has long been denounced, if
not ridiculed, by water
activists and proponents of competing desal proposals. But
the EIR’s conclusion means that the test slant well in opera-
tion in Marina since April 2015 has been a success and can
now be scaled up for a desal plant to provide drinking water
for the people of the Monterey Peninsula.

“There’s no technical or factual foundation to question the
feasibility of the slant wells,” Cal Am spokeswoman
Catherine Stedman told The Pine Cone. “Of course, the EIR
review process is an opportunity for any member of the pub-
lic to raise questions and concerns regarding the project’s
environmental impacts. We look forward to reading the com-
ments when they are published and also attending the upcom-

Among 
competing 
desal plans, 
Cal Am’s is
judged best for
the environment 

n San Antonio and Fourth, too

By MARY SCHLEY

THIRTY YEARS after it was installed along with the
walking path, the landscaping along Scenic Road has
become overgrown and drab. The intersection of San Antonio
and Fourth, meanwhile, is dangerous. And the sand from the
dunes sometimes blows across the sidewalk and into the
street near the volleyball courts.

Last week, the planning commission addressed all these
issues, and others, when they approved coastal development
permits for new landscaping along Scenic Road, and new
curbs, a wall, and plantings on San Antonio.

Scenic work
The three-quarter-mile stretch of pathway above Carmel

Beach is “one of the most popular and well used parks in the

Overgrown Scenic pathway to get makeover

See CVA page 18A See CUSD page 13ASee PANETTA page 12A

CVA files suit to stop Rancho Cañada housing
n But residents fight back, say they’ll
hold group responsible for flood damage

By KELLY NIX

IN AN effort to stop the Rancho Cañada Village housing
project from being built, the Carmel Valley Association filed
suit against the developer and Monterey County over the
Dec. 13 approval of the plan, which the group says violates
county planning and zoning laws, and does not comply with

CEQA.
However, an attorney representing a coalition of home-

owners and businesses concerned that the lawsuit will also
delay the creation of important Carmel River flood protec-
tion measures said Wednesday that he plans to put the group
on notice that it will be held “liable” for any flood-related
property damage.

The CVA complaint, filed Jan. 12 in Monterey County
Superior Court, asks a judge to set aside the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors’ OK of the plan to subdivide
81.7 acres into 130 residential lots, along with certification
of an EIR for the development, which is being pursued by
Alan Williams and his company, Rancho Cañada Venture.
The project, along with parkland, hiking trails, and flood pro-
tection measures, replaces a pair of golf courses which had
been in operation since 1970.

The CVA lawsuit contends that the county’s OK of the
development sets a “dangerous precedent for the approval
process for all future projects in the county.”

The “CVA’s major concern is that established land use
decision-making practices and legal requirements were
ignored in a rush to act on the project before 2017,” accord-
ing to a CVA press release. The group used similar language
to oppose the development before it was approved.

The 2017 date is significant, since at the beginning of the
year, Dave Potter and Fernando Armento were replaced on
the board of supervisors by Mary Adams and Luis Alejo.

The complaint seeks a court-imposed injunction staying
the county’s approval of the development and certification of
its environmental report. The case is headed to court in May.

‘Disingenuous’
In an interview with The Pine Cone Tuesday, Williams

called the complaint “disingenuous,” and said the CVA has
repeatedly refused to meet with him to discuss the project
and its concerns. The group’s goal, he said, is to stop all
development in Carmel Valley, no matter what the cost. 

“They don’t want anything, that’s what they want,” said
Williams, whose business Carmel Development Company is
also named as a defendant. “They’d just as soon put a gate on

By KELLY NIX

HE HAS some harsh words for President-elect Donald
Trump, but Congressman Jimmy Panetta will not be joining
dozens of his Democratic Party colleagues — including
about 15 from California — in boycotting the presidential
inauguration on Friday.

Panetta said Tuesday that while he is “outraged” by many
of Trump’s statements, and called his recent remarks about
Georgia Rep. John Lewis “reprehensible,” he said he’ll set
aside his differences with the leader and attend the inaugura-
tion out of respect for the nation’s highest office.

“I think Trump needs to realize that for someone like John
Lewis, it takes a lot more than a tweet to keep him quiet,”
Panetta told The Pine Cone Tuesday while in Monterey.
“John Lewis is someone who has been subjected to billy
clubs and jail. A tweet is not going to work.” 

Last weekend, Trump said Lewis was “all talk” and “no
action” when it came to issues like crime in his home district.
The remarks came after Lewis said he didn’t consider Trump

PANETTA WILL ATTEND

INAUGURATION AND

WOMEN’S MARCH

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

The pathway along
Scenic Road is
immensely popular with
locals and visitors who
appreciate the opportu-
nity to wander its length
while enjoying views of
the beach. But invasive
plants and weeds have
replaced some of the
landscaping installed
30 years ago, so the
planning commission
has approved an over-
haul.

See SCENIC page 17A
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Reciprocal rescue
SHE DIDN’T like dogs, didn’t want a dog, didn’t

need a dog, until she met a dog — and then she did. 
Five years ago, she found herself feeling lonely.

And she wondered what would it would be like to
have the company of a dog. Now, she can’t imagine
her life without one.

Figuring she and the dog would rescue each other,
she started by visiting the SPCA. But none of the ani-
mals she met there took an interest in her, staring,
she said, at the sky. So, she went to the Salinas animal
shelter. There, a tiny white dog, maybe a Maltese, and
maybe 2 years old, looked into her soul with eyes
that said, “I’m yours.”

Soon after, she was listening to Mozart’s Concerto
No. 21 and recalled it had been the evocative theme
song of the movie, “Elvira Madigan,” a tragic tale of a
tightrope walker in 1800s Denmark. Inspired by the

music, she decided to name her dog Elvira Madigan —
“Ellie,” for short. She also realized “Ellie” was what her
father had fondly called her mother, Eleanor.

“I’m still a new dog owner,” her person said. “At
first, it was, ‘What do I feed it, where does it sleep, will
it come if I call?’ I had to learn everything; I was in
dog-owner kindergarten.”

Ellie eats twice a day. She sleeps in her own bed,
perched on the end of her person’s bed, unless it gets
very cold. Then she snuggles under the covers.

“Now, I am awed by the relationship between a
person and her dog, between my Ellie and me,” her
person said. “It’s amazing. This is unconditional love.”

Ellie hasn’t been to the beach much, but she keeps
busy patrolling her mid-valley property for deer, her
person says, so they don’t intrude on the place she
considers her home.

Sandy Claws By Lisa Crawford Watson

Self-Defense • Discipline • Respect • Sportsmanship • Exercise

Greg Dow’s Ultimate Fitness Center
1169 Forest Avenue - Pacific Grove, CA

Kick-Boxing 
and Karate Classes

Introductory 
Special Pricing

831-372-3656
www.gregdowsdojo.com

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

A New Year, A New You! 
Resolve to pamper yourself and your skin this year!

Enjoy the benefits of soothing skin care in the New Year with 
OBAGI products!

Treat yourself to Obagi’s ELASTIderm Eye Cream and a 
Complimentary OBAGI/C-RX Cleanser.  A New Year Gift Bag 
purchase price of $99 (a discount of more than $50).  While 
supplies last.  No additional discounts apply to this offer.

Enjoy 20% off all OBAGI products in January (excludes 

Tretinoin and New Year Gift Bag).

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; a consult 
fee will be applied to any treatment purchase if done on the same day.  
All treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. Gift Certificates are available.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey
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Accepting 
consignments 
for upcoming 

Asian Arts and 
Estates Auction 
February 19th

Auctions held at 1500 Green Hills Road, Scotts Valley, CA

Free Evaluation Clinics 
on Mission Street, 

between Ocean & 7th Ave.
11 - 1 PM

831-335-9000     www.slawinski.com
Robert Slawinski, 

REALTOR ®

CalBRE# 01354172

Invitation to Consign

Fernando Cueto Armosolo painting, 1934, signed

Consign Now for Optimal Marketing Exposure
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Wayward hiker rescued after 
being wooed by picturesque falls

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PRISTINE beach and waterfalls at
Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park have long
tempted people to venture off trail in their
attempts to reach them, sometimes with fatal
results. The familiar scenario unfolded again
Monday when, between storms, an unnamed
24-year-old man from Stockton decided to
ignore the signs and attempt to access the
beach, which is off-limits to the public.

“After slipping and sliding down a 300-
foot slope, he realized he had made a terrible
mistake,” a Monterey County Sheriff ’s
deputy reported. “He was unable to climb
back up to the well maintained trail at Julia
Pfeiffer Burns State Park.”

As a result, members of the Big Sur
Volunteer Fire Brigade and the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Team
had to descend by ropes in order to rescue
him, after which he was cited by a California
State Parks ranger for violating the rules.

The signs posted there also advise visitors
that if they enter a closed area and have to be

saved, they may be charged for the costs of
their rescue, according to the deputy.

“There are also barriers to deter people
from attempting to climb down,” he said.
“This tourist was lucky. In the past, other vis-
itors have fallen and died in attempts to get
to the beach below.”

Matt Khalar, supervising ranger of the
Big Sur Sector for California State Parks,
said it’s not unusual for someone to try to
reach the beach — and it’s not unusual for
the county to bill someone after a rescue.

“That is always a possibility. It’s kind of
whether or not the D.A.’s office wants to seek
restitution in those cases,” he said. “I led a
rescue there last April, and we got restitution
on that one. What it comes down to is the
people on scene have to keep track of who’s
there from which agencies, and for how
long.”

Those numbers can then be provided to
the district attorney’s office, which makes
the decision whether to go after the person.
Khalar said he believed last April’s rescue
cost a few thousand dollars.

PHOTO/MCSO

Search and rescue
crews, and volunteer
firefighters, had to
use ropes to rescue
a man who slipped
and slid 300 feet
down a hillside
while trying to get to
an off-limits beach.
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Sweatshirt, cap and flag disposed of

See POLICE LOG page 6RE
in the Real Estate Section

Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

parties. No prosecution desired, and this report
is for documentation purposes only.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Units responded to a
medical incident on Dolores north of Fourth. It
was found that the subject was attempting to
grab a firearm to commit suicide. She was
placed on a 72-hour hold and transported to
CHOMP.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Male, a 51-year-old
resident of Saint Simons, was contacted at San
Carlos and Seventh at 2351 hours, and arrested
for public intoxication.

Pacific Grove: Person was at work when a
subject came into a store on Forest Avenue
attempting to provoke the person into a physi-
cal altercation. Subject was removed subject
from the store.

Carmel area: A male Rio Road resident
was transported to a local hospital due to his
grave illness.

Carmel Valley: A 22-year-old female on
Schulte Road fled from sheriff’s deputies when
she was advised she had a warrant.

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Female found proper-
ty in her business’s front flower bed on Ocean
east of San Carlos Street. After reviewing the
business video surveillance, the rightful owner
was identified, and the property returned to the
owner. There were no signs of criminal activity.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Vehicle towed from
Mission north of Eighth for blocking a drive-
way.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: While walking to her
vehicle, a female tripped and fell on San Carlos
north of Eighth. She was transported to
CHOMP for further evaluation.

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251
www.terrymcgowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      CalBRE# 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

aiX
SHOWROOM WILL RE-OPEN FEBRUARY 03 

605a California Ave, Amazing SAND CITY 
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St.     

Turn left.  Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   Phone: 392-7787 

Dishtowels / Runners / Napkins / Olivewood / Biot Glass
 FRENCH TABLECLOTHS 

HERE’S A look at some of the significant
calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office last week. This week’s log was compiled
by Mary Schley.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30

Carmel area: An elderly victim on Ribera
Road had her identity stolen.

Pebble Beach: Secondhand report of death
threats against a male’s estranged wife on
Spyglass Woods Drive.

Carmel Valley: Dorris Drive resident
reported her neighbor sent explicit photos of
himself to her cell phone via text messages.

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Responded to an
unknown injury vehicle accident on Rio Road,
and the driver was found to be intoxicated. He
was transported to CHOMP for minor injuries
and later arrested by CHP for DUI.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: An officer was flagged
down in regards to found property (a wallet) on
Scenic south of Ocean. The property was
returned to its owner.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Subject reporting the
loss of a wallet in the area of Carmel Beach on
Dec. 30.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Found cell phone was
turned over to a commercial business on Ocean
east of Lincoln. Phone was picked up by police
for safekeeping pending identification and
return to owner. Phone returned to owner at
1445 hours.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Husband and wife got
into a heated verbal argument at Ocean and
Scenic after a day at the beach and the con-
sumption of alcohol. Both parties and a witness
denied any physical contact between the two

For your personal souvenir copy of our  

100TH

ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

Please send $7.00 to:
The Carmel Pine Cone

c/o Irma Garcia
734 Lighthouse Ave., 

Pacific Grove, CA. 93950
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SOFAS,
RECLINERS,

BEDS,
MIRRORS,
LIGHTING,

RUGS
AND

ACCESSORIES!

Floor Items Available For Immediate Delivery

www.mumsFURNITURE.com

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
372-6250

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm • Sun Noon-5pm

Fine Furnishings & Interiors

WINTER

CLEARANCE
STOREWIDE SAVINGS

UP TO 50% OFF

SUPERVISORS DECLARE LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO RAIN, WIND STORMS
By MARY SCHLEY

IN ORDER to tap into state and federal
tax dollars, and to sidestep California envi-
ronmental laws and county planning, the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors on
Thursday adopted a proclamation declaring a
local state of emergency because of recent
storms.

The declaration listed infrastructure dam-
age from local flooding amid heavy rains
and consecutive storms a week ago that
flooded the Paso Hondo area of Carmel
Valley Village, parts of Pajaro and else-
where, and caused landslides, road and cul-
vert failures, and other problems throughout
the county. 

It also mentioned damage to storm drains,
and private and public utilities.

“Until action is taken to address these

safety concerns, such damage will result in
road closures, areas of isolation, loss of
power and other critical infrastructure that
will continue to impact public safety and
repose,” according to the proclamation.

Furthermore, the damage is so extensive
that it will exceed the abilities of Monterey
County to repair it, therefore requiring feder-
al and state assistance.

And “staff considers the repairs necessary
to prevent or mitigate an emergency; there-
fore, the work is statutorily exempt under
CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(c),”
according to the report prepared by emer-
gency services manager Gerry Malais and
assistant county administrative officer Nick
Chiulos.

The declaration authorizes the county to
hire independent contractors and engineer-
ing services “to complete all necessary work

outage didn’t last long. For the majority, he
said, the power was out for about an hour,
though small pockets in the city were still
without power after midnight.

Palo Colorado resident Scott Bogen had
not yet left his house to survey damage in the
canyon, but he told The Pine Cone Thursday
morning that he heard a lot of trees falling
during the night.

“I had just under 2 inches of rain from 7
a.m. yesterday to 7 a.m. this morning, with
many heavy downpours and thunderstorms,”
he said. “Last night’s thunderstorms were
intense, our entire house shook often from
the thunder, which was deafening due to the
close proximity of the frequent lightning
strikes. I also was awoken several times by
the sound of large trees coming down in the
burn area behind my house.”

Highway 1 remains closed in several
locations due to landslides, and Palo
Colorado Road is also closed, due to a sec-
tion of road collapsing as a result of flooding
on Rocky Creek. The road requires signifi-
cant repairs, according to the county, and is
closed to all vehicular traffic at the 3.3-mile
post, past the firehouse but before Long
Ridge Road.

to mitigate the effects of said local emer-
gency,” without obtaining prior board
approval of the plans, specifications and
working details, and without putting the
work out to bid.

The emergency proclamation will expire
in 30 days, unless supervisors vote to extend
it.

At the special meeting Thursday, county
officials discussed the millions of dollars in
damage due to the storms, and then voted to
ratify the proclamation and make the repairs
exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act.

Wednesday’s storm
This week, the Peninsula experienced a

wallop when a storm blew through
Wednesday night and Thursday morning,
bringing strong winds, torrents of rain, and
thunder and lightning. But save for a few
downed trees and limbs — including a pine
at Dolores and First that landed on power
lines and caught fire — and a few power out-
ages, damage reports were minimal.

The core commercial area of town was
plunged into darkness around 8:20 p.m., but
Carmel Police Sgt. Chris Johnson said the

Carmel  ■  A Warm, Delightful Carmel Cottage  ■  3 Beds, 3 Baths  ■  $2,195,000

Carmel  ■  Charming Home Inside and Out  ■  3 Beds, 2+ Baths  ■  $4,395,000

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs
831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com

Open House
Saturday 1:30-3:30pm*

26255 Ocean View

Available by
Appointment

24775 South San Luis

* Rain cancels

PHOTO/CPD

A pine fell onto
power lines at
Dolores and First
Wednesday night,
causing a fire haz-
ard. Crews were
busy Thursday morn-
ing cutting limbs and
trees hit by the
storm’s high winds.
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Clark’s
CARMEL STONE

Boulders, Cobbles, DG, Path Fines
Baserock, Sand and Gravel

Landscape Materials
Delivery Available

Will Clark
831/385-3204
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Water damage at P.G. landmark
prompts lawsuit from previous owner

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER owner of the Holman
Building in Pacific Grove has filed a lawsuit
claiming his insurance company failed to
pay $80,000 for water damage to an elevator
in the building more than two years ago. 

In the complaint filed Jan. 13, Holman
Building Associates — a company owned by
developer Nader Agha — says that despite
having two insurance policies from the Iowa-
based AMCO Insurance Company, the firm
refused to pay for damages to the elevator. 

“On April 13, 2016, [AMCO] sent to
plaintiff a letter denying coverage,” accord-
ing to the lawsuit, filed for Holman Building
Associates by Salinas attorney Paul Hart.
“The denial was done in bad faith, as the
damage to the elevator is a covered loss
under the policies.” 

The monetary damage to the property
was about $80,000 “and more damages are

expected to be incurred,” the suit says. The
company alleges breach of contract.

Besides the money, the suit is seeking an
injunction preventing the insurance company
from “the practice of denying claims it
knows are covered by its insurance policies,”
which the suit contends constitutes “unlaw-
ful, fraudulent, and/or unfair business prac-
tices.” The claim was first submitted in 2014. 

Holman Building Associates is seeking
$80,000 in general damages and “conse-
quential damages in an amount to be deter-
mined.” It’s also seeking an undisclosed
amount in punitive damages, which may be
awarded in cases involving malice or fraud. 

AMCO’s “conduct was intentional, mali-
cious and was done with a wanton disregard
for plaintiff ’s rights,” the suit says. 

Several businessmen have since pur-
chased the Holman Building and are in the
process of renovating it into luxury condo-
miniums. 

RAIN MEANS DELAYS FOR HIGHWAY 68 ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION
By KELLY NIX

THE SOAKING the Monterey
Peninsula has gotten over the past month is
affecting the construction of the Highway 68
roundabout and could delay the opening of
the $10 million project intended to smooth
traffic flow through the busy intersection, an
official said this week. 

Transportation Agency for Monterey
County planner Grant Leonard said the
agency was hoping that the roundabout —
which will eliminate traffic lights — would
be open before Memorial Day weekend.
However, that might not happen now. 

“The exceptional amount of rain the
Monterey Peninsula has been receiving has
affected the construction schedule by limit-
ing the number of days the construction crew
can work,” Leonard told The Pine Cone. 

Recover lost time
And when it rains, Leonard said, con-

struction is not only shut down that day, but
for one or two days after, to allow the site to
dry out. Stormwater regulations, he said, also
restrict work, because soil and mud are not
allowed to enter storm drains. 

To accommodate the weather, Leonard
said the project’s managers have developed
construction phases to “recover some of the
time lost due to rain.” 

“The team also checks the daily forecast

to identify opportunities to work nights,
weekends, or extended hours to progress the
project between rain events,” he said. 

Agencies managing the project are
TAMC, the City of Monterey, Granite
Construction, Pebble Beach Company,
Caltrans, and Harris & Associates. 

While Leonard said it’s uncertain if the
roundabout will be operational by Memorial
Day, construction crews will continue to do
finishing work, such as landscaping, into the
summer months.

Work going smoothly
Other than the rain, Leonard said the con-

struction has gone well, and the project is
nearly 40 percent complete, and is on bud-
get, and there have been no construction-
related injuries.

“The most significant improvements to
date include construction of two major
retaining walls, most of the new storm drain
systems, and rough grading,” Leonard
explained. “Concrete sidewalks, curbs and
gutters will be installed soon.” 

Most of the work will continue to be on
the north side of Highway 68 through
February, until crews begin work on the
south side of Highway 68, including the
southbound Highway 1 onramp and the gate
to Pebble Beach. 

While many dreaded the construction for
the roundabout, fearing it would mean con-

PHOTO/KELLY NIX

Plenty of work has
already been done
on the new round-
about at the top of
Carmel Hill, includ-
ing construction of a
retaining wall (at left)
next to where a new
merging lane will be.
But recent heavy
rains have slowed
things down, and
completion of the
roundabout will be
delayed, officials
said this week.  

stant traffic tie ups, crews have kept traffic
flowing well in the intersection, with occa-
sional delays and road closures.

“This is one of the key successes of the
project so far,” Leonard said. “The team has
found ways to maintain all turn movements
through the intersection and has made sever-

al adjustments to traffic staging and signal
timing to minimize congestion coming into
the intersection.” 

In fact, TAMC believes that the current
wait times for drivers at the intersection are
similar to or even better than wait times
prior to construction.
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DA investigator graduates 
from FBI Academy in Quantico

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

GARY CRAFT, chief investigator for the
Monterey County District Attorney’s Office,
graduated from the FBI National Academy
in Quantico, Va., last month.

He was among the 221 men and women
from law enforcement agencies in
Washington D.C., 20 countries, five military
organizations and eight federal civilian orga-
nizations who attended the 266th session of
the National Academy, which is internation-
ally known for its academic excellence in
training the top 1 percent of law enforcement
executives, according to the district attor-
ney’s office. 

Craft earned his associate’s degree in
administration of justice from Monterey
Peninsula College and his B.A. in manage-
ment from St. Mary’s College in Moraga. He
also received a master’s degree in public
administration from Golden Gate University.

He has also been in law enforcement for
more than 40 years. After serving as an offi-
cer with Pacific Grove Police Department
and the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office,
Craft joined the Monterey County District
Attorney’s Office in 1984 and has been chief
investigator for nine years.

FBI Director James Comey was the
keynote speaker at Craft’s graduation cere-
mony.

Man convicted of elder abuse, theft
A PENINSULA resident who worked as

a handyman — and bilked an elderly client
out of more than $2,000 — was convicted
Jan. 11 of financial elder abuse and grand
theft.

In the summer of 2015, James Kline, age
62, undertook various home repairs for an
87-year-old Pacific Grove resident, accord-
ing to Monterey County deputy district attor-
ney Scott Donahue.

“He went with the victim to her credit
union to assist her in obtaining an ATM
card,” he reported. “Over a period of several
weeks, he unlawfully withdrew over $2,000

using the ATM card he helped the victim
obtain.”

Donahue did not name the victim or her
son, who was monitoring the woman’s
accounts and notified the credit union of the
abnormal withdrawals. The credit union in
turn told Pacific Grove police about the sus-
picious activity, which was investigated by
Sgt. Rachel Beuttler.

Kline is scheduled to be sentenced by
Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Pamela Butler on Feb. 24. He faces a maxi-
mum of four years in county jail, due to state
prison realignment.

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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Serving Carmel, Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Pebble Beach, 
Pacific Grove, Monterey and other surrounding areas.

312 Mid Valley Center • 831-624-8509
Near Jeffrey’s Grill & Catering

Karl Anderson, DVM
U.C. Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine 

Lori Anderson, Hospital
Manager & Veterinary

Technician
FREE EXAM FOR ALL

NEW PATIENTS

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
AT MID VALLEY CENTER, CARMEL

831.624.8509
Providing the highest quality medical and 

surgical services for dogs and cats

� Therapeutic Laser  � Diagnostic 
� Trauma/Emergency  � Surgery � Digital Xrays

� Ultrasound � In House Laboratory

Ask about our Dental Special 
and Wellness Profiles

Available for housecalls
for Euthanasia and other 
situations as appropriate.
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THE MONTEREY Peninsula Chamber of Commerce has
planned its annual membership luncheon for Tuesday, Jan.
24, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at The Inn at Spanish Bay
in Pebble Beach. More than 300 chamber members, business
leaders and community luminaries are expected to attend,
and those hitting milestones for five, 10, 15, 20 and 25-plus
years of membership will be honored.

The lunch will also provide the opportunity for people to
welcome the new members of the MPCC Board of Directors.

For lunch reservations, visit http://www.montereycham-
ber.com or call (831) 648-5350.

Monterey Peninsula
Chamber luncheon

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

PHOTO/KELLY NIX

THE CITY of Pacific Grove recently took extra steps to
beef up security in its finance department. The city
installed bullet-proof glass at the office, which is on the
first floor.

“The department handles a lot of cash, mostly from
parking meters, and the protection resulted from an audit
recommendation, I believe,” Mayor Bill Kampe told The
Pine Cone.

Kampe didn’t know how much it cost to install the
security measure, which not only protects city employees
working the counter but those in offices behind the
counter. 

P.G. City Hall gets bullet-proof glass 

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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Interior and Exterior Painting • Painting and Decorating
Cabinet Refinishing • On Site Color Matching

Elastomeric Coating • Distressing & Antique Finishes
Lacquers, Glazes & other fine finishes

Professional Spray booth for cabinets, louvers, doors

OUR PAINTING SERVICES INCLUDE:

No job is too big or too small! 
Professional, Clean, Courteous, 

Responsible, English Speaking Employees.

located at: 672 Dias Street, Sand City, CA 93955
Hours: Mon-Fri  7:30am-4:30pm

www.stephengfordpaintinginc.com

Call or email us today for a free estimate.

(831) 373-6026
Email: fordpaintpg@att.net

Visit us on facebook 
@ fordpaintford 

Providing High Quality, Full Service Painting for Residential & Commercial

STEPHEN G. FORD

PAINTING,
INC

Serving the Peninsula 
Since 1969

We are fully licensed 
#266816 and insured.
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Malone Hodges  
831.601.4740  ■  Malone@MaloneHodges.com
www.MaloneHodges.com

First Time Open Saturday 12-3pm
*Rain Cancels

Pebble Beach  ■  1553 Riata Road  ■  5 Bed, 5.5 Bath  ■  $4,800,000

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact larry@carmelpinecone.com       (831) 274-8590

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

A towering pine tree near the Happy Landing Inn on Monte Verde
Street was carefully dismantled last week by Donnie Nix (in the tree),
with help from Iverson’s tree service (controlling the crane). Assistant
city forester Matt Feisthamel said he noticed decay in the base of the
pine and notified the property owners, who commenced with getting
permits to remove it.

A giant makes like a tree DAMAGE TO HOUSE BRINGS INSURANCE CO. LAWSUIT
By KELLY NIX

AN INSURANCE company is seeking more than
$100,000 from the City of Pacific Grove, after a city-owned
tree damaged a house covered by one of the company’s poli-
cies.

In a lawsuit filed Jan. 3, Hartford Underwriters Insurance
Company maintains that on Feb. 17, 2016, a tree fell onto a
house on the 400 block of 17 Mile Drive owned by Sandra
and Gary Ellis, who were insured by Hartford. The tree
caused “significant damage” to the house, according to the
complaint.

The City of Pacific Grove “acted or failed to act in a man-

ner which directly and/or indirectly disturbed [the Ellises]
quiet enjoyment of their respective property, resulting in seri-
ous damage to the property,” according to the lawsuit, filed
in Monterey County Superior Court. 

Hartford, which said it compensated the Ellises for the
tree damage, alleges negligence and private nuisance on the
part of the city and is seeking $117,473.74 from P.G. as a
result of the accident. The insurance carrier said that in
August 2016 it submitted to the city a claim for damages.

The lawsuit does not say what kind of tree crashed into the
house

City attorney Dave Laredo could not be reached for com-
ment this week.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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Helping Families Make Informed Choices

2010 Business Excellence Award Winner
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

I am an initial contact to…

Monterey/Salinas Offices and Home Visits
479 Pacific Street, Monterey • 60 West Alisal Street, Salinas

831.645.9950
www.shirleykiatta.com / skiatta@msn.com

SHIRLEY KIATTA, RN, CMC

Assess needs of client and family.
Identify resources to meet the client’s needs.
Assist in coordinating those resources.

• ELDER CARE CONSULTANT

• COMMUNITY RESOURCE SPECIALIST

• CERTIFIED GERIATRIC CARE MANAGER

 

JoAnn Do

Nick Bermudez

 family ownonlyWe are the 

BURIALS SHOULD

WE DON’T THINK C

“Where we treat 

and funeral provider on 

Best service.  Best 

 

Ronald H.Siebe

nangelo

ed and locally owned cremation

D COST SO MUCH!

CREMATIONS AND 

you like family” 

the Monterey Peninsula. 

Price.  Guaranteed 

 

FD#2266

831-324-0404

Available 24/7

 

Trad

Dir

 

$2,995

Package 

ditional Funeral

$1,495

rect Cremation

 

www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com

Monterey, CA 93940

475 Washington St., A 

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Ad sponsored by
Ellyn Gelson 

in memory of Zippy
(If you’d like to sponsor our 

next ad, give us a call.)

831-718-9122

I’m Dixie Chick! I look 
cute dressed up as a 
bumble bee and I get 
LOTS of attention when 
I’m out and about, which 
is great ‘cause I love ev-
erybody (including other 
pups). Treats are the way 
to my heart. I love short walks, snuggling with you and riding 
in the car. I’m a 13-year-old, 16 pound Shih Tzu.

Dixie Chick

Dixie Chick came to us when her guardian went into assisted 
living. 

If you’d like to meet me, 
please fill out an online adoption application.

WANTED
 A garage to store a 2010 Ford Explorer 

in the Carmel area.  
We have a 2nd home in the Carmel Woods 
area and when my family and I come out to 
Carmel I would pick the car up, keep it in 

my carport while we’re there and then return 
it back to the garage. We’re in Carmel 

4 to 6 times per year and would 
like to rent indefinitely.  

If interested please contact Joe Marino at 
joe.marino.27@outlook.com 

or 773-230-2783

DESAL
From page 1A

ing meetings to hear what issues are raised.”

Getting ready to supply water
While the desal-plus-recycling approach would mean a

larger “physical footprint” than a sole desal plant, it would
result in reductions in energy usage, greenhouse gas emis-
sions and groundwater pumping due to fewer slant wells, the
EIR said. 

Water district general manager Dave Stoldt told The Pine
Cone he could not speak to the findings, because he and the
district’s engineer had not yet thoroughly read the document. 

In October 2016, Cal Am signed a water purchase agree-
ment with the water district and water pollution control
agency for delivery of 3,500 acre-feet of highly purified
drinking water to the Peninsula. The district has said the pro-
ject will begin delivering water in 2018. 

Stedman said Cal Am estimates it will be able to begin
construction on the desal plant in the second or third quarter
of 2018, and finish it in the fourth quarter of 2019 or first
quarter of 2020. 

Other options evaluated 
Apart from Cal Am’s smaller desal plant, the EIR evaluat-

ed other alternative proposals, including a project by
DeepWater Desal that would produce 22 million gallons per
day, and the “People’s Moss Landing Water Desalination
Project,” proposed by Nader Agha, which would produce 12
million gallons per day.

The study found that the alternatives, which would use
open ocean-intake systems to draw seawater, “would result in

impingement and entrainment of marine organisms, resulting
in significant long-term direct and indirect effects on marine
biological resources within [the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary].” 

The DeepWater plan also includes a 150-megawatt, co-
located computer data center facility that would be cooled
with seawater, which DeepWater has touted as being “among
the most efficient” in the world “with respect to electrical
power usage.” The EIR found, though, that the project “may
result in significant and unavoidable impacts from energy
use from operation of the co-located data center, that would
constrain local or regional supplies and require additional
capacity.” 

DeepWater Desal spokesman David Armanasco said the
company couldn’t yet comment on the PUC report about the
company’s plan, which he said is “a regional project with
memorandums to serve water districts and agencies in Santa

Cruz County, North Monterey County and the City of
Salinas.”

As for the People’s Project, the review concluded that the
operation of the desal plant’s pumping facilities “could result
in long-term direct effects on coastal erosion” and “could
expose adjacent properties to coastal flooding.” 

The project’s intake pumping facilities “would result in
impacts on the visual quality of the shoreline in Moss
Landing and interrupt views of marine sanctuary resources,
resulting in potentially significant impacts,” the EIR said. 

Remaining issues
The review also identified areas of controversy with Cal

Am’s project that it said needs to be resolved, including
whether Cal Am has the legal right to extract groundwater
from the Salinas Valley, and whether the desal plant and wells
would “exacerbate seawater intrusion.” 

It also said there were lingering questions over water
demand, brine discharge, private versus public ownership of
Cal Am’s desalination plant, greenhouse gas emissions and
coastal erosion.

The desal project also includes about 21 miles of water
pipelines and storage facilities, and improvements to existing
Seaside Groundwater Basin aquifer storage and recovery
infrastructure. 

On Feb. 15, there is a public meeting on the EIR at the
Marina Public Library from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and another
the same day at the Oldemeyer Center in Seaside from 6 to 8
p.m. A Feb. 16 public hearing at Sunset Center in Carmel
from 4 to 8 p.m. will focus on receiving oral comments on
the draft EIR.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE

Although local water
activists constantly
doubted its viability,
Cal Am’s desal test
well in the Marina
dunes (shown here
in May 2016) is a
success and its desal
plan is preferred,
according to an EIR
released this week
by the California
Public Utilities
Commission.
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OUR NURSES ARE THE 
HEARTBEAT OF MONTEREY 
COUNTY HEALTHCARE.
It takes a remarkable person to be a nurse at Natividad 

Medical Center or the Monterey County Health 

Department. Our nurses have a passion for the 

profession and a reputation of world-class care. We 

thank you for all you do and the care you provide. 

MCRNA is commited to the highest standard 
of quality care and is the sole bargaining 
unit for RNs of Monterey County. 
To learn more visit MCRNA.com 

1522 Constitution Blvd. #330
Salinas, CA 93905
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a “legitimate president” and announced he would boycott
Trump’s inauguration, just as he did the inauguration of
George W. Bush in 2001. Lewis’ comments drew criticism
from both parties, but also emboldened many democratic
lawmakers to join him in boycotting the inauguration. 

Panetta said Trump’s comments showed his “lack of
knowledge” of the important work Lewis has done, and in a
press release he said it was “long past” time for Trump to
assume the responsibilities of the presidency “with the seri-
ousness, wisdom and humility of his predecessors.”

‘Honored to represent’ 
However, Panetta, who was elected Nov. 8, called the

peaceful transition of power “the foundation of American
democracy,” and said he is “honored to represent” voters
“across the political spectrum.”

Panetta, the representative for the 20th Congressional
District, said constituents with opposing views have recently
contacted him in regard to the inauguration. 

“Some people say I should attend because it’s a demon-
stration of our democracy and power,” he said. “And of
course, I have had people saying I shouldn’t attend because
of Donald Trump.”

Among Panetta’s California colleagues who are skipping
the inauguration are Maxine Waters, Barbara Lee, Karen
Bass, Judy Chu, Jerry McNerney, Mark Takano, Raul Ruiz
and Zoe Lofgren. In all, nearly 70 Democratic members of
Congress have said they won’t attend the inauguration.

“I respect the decision that my colleagues have made,”
Panetta said.

As of Thursday morning, not a single U.S. senator had
pledged to boycott the inauguration, which means Sen.
Dianne Feinstein and newly elected Sen. Kamala Harris will

PANETTA
From page 1A

be there, as well as 2016 presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders. 

On how boycotting the inauguration might somehow ben-
efit the Democratic Party — which was soundly defeated at
the polls in November — Panetta told The Pine Cone, “I can’t
speak to that, I just know that there are going to be issues
when we will go toe-to-toe with the president-elect and the
majority. But we hope we can work through that and work
shoulder-to-shoulder to get things done.” 

Busy inauguration day
Because he sits on the House Agriculture Committee and

House Natural Resources Committee, Panetta said he’s been
invited to two bipartisan balls on the eve of inauguration day.
The ag party promises “delicious food celebrating agricul-
ture in America, camaraderie among the industry, and top
notch entertainment,” according to the ag event’s website. 

While he’s unsure if he’ll attend either gala, Panetta said
that while in Washington, he plans to meet with members of
the Salinas-based Dream Academy and join an estimated
200,000 people in the capital on Jan. 21 for what is largely
regarded as an event to oppose Trump. 

“The next day, we will be marching in the Women’s March
on Washington,” he said. “I’m out there for the constituents,
be it for high school students or for women marching in sol-
idarity.”

The Women’s March, according to organizers, will draw
women from all over to be “together in solidarity with our
partners and children for the protection of our rights, our
safety, our health, and our families — recognizing that our
vibrant and diverse communities are the strength of our
country.”

There are many similar marches planned around the coun-
try, including at California State University Monterey Bay,
the same day.

To try to uncover the extent of Russia’s meddling in the
November presidential election, which the CIA concluded

was done to help Trump win, Panetta told The Pine Cone he’s
supporting a bill introduced by California Rep. Eric Swalwell
and Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings.

“I’m a cosponsor of the Swalwell/Cummings bill calling
for a bipartisan investigation,” he said. “I believe that this is
not just a political issue, it’s a national security issue.”

The bill would create a 12-member, bipartisan, indepen-
dent commission to interview witnesses, obtain documents,
issue subpoenas and receive public testimony to examine
attempts by the Russians and others to influence the United
States election.

Panetta’s first week back in the district after being sworn
in has been busy. Since Saturday, he has participated in a
roundtable on the Affordable Care Act, visited a medical
clinic in Watsonville that relies on federal funding, marched
in the Martin Luther King Day parade in Seaside, met with a
major general about the Defense Language Institute, spoke to
officials at the Naval Postgraduate School, visited a family’s
home in Carmel Valley that twice flooded, was briefed on the
flooding of the Pajaro River, and attended a birthday party
for a 90-year-old.

On Wednesday, Panetta announced he joined the
Congressional LGBT Equality and Pro-Choice caucuses,
saying, “these issues reflect our basic civil liberties, and I’m
ready to get to work pushing for equality, social justice,
improved access to health care, and policies and programs to
support healthy families.”
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We are a Delta Dental provider
Courtesy billing for all insurances.

Interest Free Financing available!
831 . 920 . 0009

www.GumsRus.com

ZAP AWAY gum disease today!

40%savings
JANUARY NEW YEAR SPECIAL
� FDA Approved laser treatment for Gum Disease

� Usually done in less than 2 hours.

� Minimally invasive, no cut no stitches

� Our patients report little to no pain,   NO DOWNTIME

Book Online 
Appointment today!

Limited time, - not to be combined 
with any other offer

New Patients Only
Expires 1-31-2017

Jochen P. Pechak DDS MSD
Diplomate, American Board of Periodontology

Perio & Implant Center
21 Upper Ragsdale Drive

Monterey in Ryan Ranch

Sedation “SLEEP” Dentistry

We have 
opened new 

appointments 
for the new 
benefit year

Welcoming
New Customers

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting All Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery

*In-stock inventory

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos,Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

ment by thm the SeaConsignnm

Same idea & location
New Owners

Consignment is Back!

consignbythesea@gmail.com

ACCEPTING DISTINCTIVE FURNISHINGS NOW

 Crossroads23

opment “and taking that spark that happens in the classroom,
and making it better.”

Dill-Varga began her career in education as a high school
English teacher in Glen Ellyn, Ill. She then became associate
principal for instruction, and later, assistant superintendent,
for a high school district in the Glenview/Northbrook area.
She moved to her current district in 2009 to take the assistant
superintendent job, and is also an adjunct professor for
Concordia University-Chicago. Dill-Varga holds a B.A. in
English from Wheaton College, a master’s in English from
Northwestern University, and a doctorate degree in educa-
tional leadership and policy studies, with an emphasis in
administration and supervision, from Loyola University. All
three schools are located in Illinois.

“Her experience really meshed with a direction we’ve
been moving in for the past few years,” Ellison said. “She’s
ahead of us on some of these things, and that’s what I think
spoke to the board as a whole. She has walked down a path
that we want to walk down, as well.”

A ‘passion for teaching’
In a statement distributed by CUSD Jan. 18, Dill-Varga

said, “This district clearly is already focused on making sure
all students are learning and achieving at high levels. I have
learned, from years of working with our K-8 partner schools
on curricular and instructional alignment, that student suc-
cess in high school is absolutely dependent on the wonderful-
ly positive educational experiences they encounter when they
first walk in the door of their preschool or kindergarten.”

She said she hopes “to contribute my passion for teaching
and learning, my experience working with teachers on
research-based instructional strategies, and my understand-
ing of the important partnerships that exist between all of our
schools, the family, and the community to continue and build
upon Carmel’s fine legacy of excellence.”

Ellison said the strength of all the candidates — a group
that presumably included interim superintendent Karen
Hendricks — made the choice a tough one. CUSD’s chief
human resources officer, Hendricks took over as interim
superintendent after Scott Laurence went out on medical
leave in January 2016, six months after he was hired. His
contract was terminated in June 2016, and during her time as
interim, Hendricks has garnered the support of students,
teachers, staff and other administrators. She was also favored
by former board president Mark Stilwell, who said last fall,
“To me, the best indication of how somebody’s going to do

CUSD
From page 1A

the job is watching them do the job.” 
But the board decided to do a nationwide search to iden-

tify other potential candidates — a search that led to the
selection of Dill-Varga.

“She’s an excellent person, and excellent candidate,”
Ellison said of Dill-Varga. “But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t a
hard choice.”

“While disappointed, I remain completely focused on —
and excited about — achieving our district goals of excellent
and innovative instruction, student engagement and support,
and ongoing professional learning for our staff, faculty and
leadership team,” Hendricks told The Pine Cone Thursday

morning. “My welcome and full support await our new
superintendent. I look forward to our continued great work!”

District spokesman Paul Behan said Dill-Varga’s salary
and other terms of her employment have yet to be negotiated.

While a few members of the board will make the trip to
Illinois to visit Dill-Varga’s district and meet with her col-
leagues, a videoconference will be open to CUSD teachers,
staff, administrators, parents, students and other community
members, according to district officials. Following a positive
site visit and successful contract negotiations, the board
expects to formally offer her the job at its Feb. 15 board
meeting.

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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By ELAINE HESSER

IT STARTED as a conversation at the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History. Nora Deans, president of the
Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild, said she was at the muse-
um’s Valentine’s Day event last year. 

She was chatting with the museum’s director, Jeanette
Kihs, who also has an interest in fabric and sewing, and the
idea of an exhibit of quilts that depict the natural beauty of
this area came up.

“I wanted to draw quilters to the museum and help muse-
um visitors learn more about quilting,” said Deans. She con-
tributed a lovely teal piece that depicts the gray whales’
migration, complete with beads to mark their route along the
coast.

Fifty works of textile art, none larger than 24 inches wide,
will soon be on display at the Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History.

The exhibit, called “Nature Through a Quilter’s Eyes,”
opened Saturday, Jan. 14. Patrick Whitehurst, spokesman for
the museum, said that “the size of the quilts was limited to
allow visitors a chance to see the range of styles and designs
among members [of the guild].”

Deans said that some of the quilts were specifically  made
for the show, including one that shows an interpretation of
the museum’s “Sands of the World” exhibit. Others were
made for previous competitions, or just for the enjoyment of
the quilter.

She noted that quilting is a nearly $4 billion-a-year busi-
ness in the United States, where more than 16 million people

Quilting meets nature at the Pacific Grove Natural History Museum
seabirds.

Whitehurst said that while the quilts are not for sale
through the museum, it can provide would-be buyers with the
artists’ contact information. The exhibit will run through
March. The museum is located at the corner of Forest and
Central avenues. For more information, visit
http://www.pgmuseum.org.

Among the quilts on display at the 
P.G. Museum is this one by 

Nora Deans, president of the 
quilters guild, which depicts local sea

life, including gray whales and the 
route of their annual migration.

participate in the craft. The Monterey guild is home to more
than 150 quilters.

“We have a vibrant community of quilters,” said Deans.
“There’s a stereotype of them being old, but many are quite
young.” The group meets monthly for lectures and discus-
sion.

In preparation for the exhibit’s opening last week, muse-
um curator Paul Van de Carr was busi-
ly making custom wooden hangers for
each of the quilts and hanging them on
the museum’s walls. “The quilts in this
show are amazing,” he said. “The
craftsmanship behind every quilt I’ve
seen while preparing this show has
been remarkable.”

Orange fish and blue sand dollars
dotted the walls, along with a nautilus,
a rather intense-looking owl and some

July 17 - 27, 2017
10 -day – Inside Passage Cruise

Round trip from San Francisco, visiting Juneau, Skagway, 
Glacier Bay (scenic cruising), and Ketchikan in Alaska, and 

Victoria, B.C., Canada! The Grand Princess® is an oasis of 
relaxation and makes Alaska’s scenic waterways a paradise of 
comfort. Plenty of elegant and casual dining options, a spa, 

nightly entertainment, and a lavish casino await you!

Priced from $1974.00 
(per person based on double occupancy)

Hosted by Joe Shammas, owner of PG Travel.

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631
pgtravel.com | Call or come in to learn moreCST# 1003488-10

on the Grand Princess® from San Francisco

This Cruise will fill
up fast, so call us today!

See Glacier Bay!

Transportation from Monterey, Salinas, and Santa Cruz to the pier in San Francisco included!

Fares, Taxes, Fees & Port Taxes of $220.75 are included & subject to change.
    © 2017 Princess Cruises, Ships of Bermudan & British Registry
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IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER’S DEDICATION, DENTIST STARTS SCHOLARSHIP
By DENNIS TAYLOR

EHSAN REZVAN, a Monterey
Peninsula dentist with a history of communi-
ty service, has established an annual scholar-
ship — four years, worth up to $25,000 per
year — for a student whose story of ambition
and need most closely resembles that of
Rezvan’s father.

He started the scholarship fund with
$20,000 of his own money, and is asking the
public for help, not only by making dona-
tions at www.rezvanfoundation.com, but
also by attending a $250-per-person gala
event on Feb. 4 to be emceed by Iranian
comedian Maz Jobrani, a regular on the NPR
radio show, “Wait, Wait … Don’t Tell Me,”
and a frequent performer on late-night tele-
vision. The gala (6 p.m., Hotel Sofitel in
Redwood City) will include a cocktail hour
and a four-course dinner with wine pairing.

Ahmad Rezvan, Ehsan’s dad, lost his
father at the age of 14 in his home country of
Iran. As the oldest surviving male in the fam-
ily, the teenager was expected to quit school
and find full-time work to support his moth-
er and three siblings.

“My father did what was expected at that
young age — he found a job. But what he
kept secret the whole time is that he never
quit going to school,” said Rezvan, a peri-
odontist with offices in downtown Monterey
and Gilroy. “He’d attend classes all day, until
about 3 p.m., and go straight to his job from
school and work until 10 p.m. Then he’d
come home and study under a lantern every

night until he fell asleep.”
Ahmad Rezvan graduated No. 1 in his

high school, was admitted to the University
of Tehran Medical School (Iran’s version of
Harvard), and went on to become one of the
leading pathologists in his country.

“My father was very humble. I never
knew his full story until about four years
ago, after he passed away very suddenly at
the age of 75. That’s when I started asking
my mother about him,” said Rezvan, 45.

“Because of his devotion to education,
my siblings and I also became educated,” he
said. “My brother Izad earned a master’s
degree in civil engineering. My sister
Azadeh became a urogynocologist — a urol-
ogist for women. And I became a dentist.”

A long journey
Rezvan credits his parents for motivating

him and his siblings to achieve, despite a
sometimes disjointed upbringing. His family
emigrated from Iran after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, first settling in Turkey when he
was 13. Four years later, thanks to his
father’s efforts, they were able to secure
green cards and moved to Columbus, Ohio,
where Rezvan finished high school and
enrolled at Ohio State University.

“It was difficult, and it was culture
shock,” he said. “You’re taking a kid from
Iran to Ohio, where he barely speaks the lan-
guage — doesn’t really know how to read or
write in English — putting him in a huge
university, and saying, ‘OK, go! Swim!’

“I feel like I probably worked about four

tists and their staffs volunteered their time.
“It’s always challenging, but at the end of

that Saturday, we feel blessed by our profes-
sion — that we have the ability to help peo-
ple this way,” Rezvan said. “I think we often
take for granted what we do, and what we
have. It’s actually a very humbling experi-
ence to donate our time every year.”

Rezvan, married five years (his Greek-
Iranian wife, Elizabeth, designs high-end
handbags), said the example set by his dad
has helped him become a better father to his
own children — daughters ages 4 and 20
months, and a 2 1/2-year-old son.

“Now that I have children of my own,
things are more clear to me why he was a
certain way with us. I understand the ratio-
nale behind it,” he said. “And since my
father’s passing, I feel a need to honor him
by helping other kids achieve their goals, the
same way my siblings and I were blessed to
achieve ours.”

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer living
in Monterey County. Contact him at
scribelaureate@gmail.com.

times harder than the average kid to get
through Ohio State,” he said. “I graduated in
four years, but afterward I was so burned out
that I took three or four years off before I
went back for dental school.” 

Candidates for the Rezvan Foundation
Scholarship will include any student from
Monterey County, as well San Benito
County students, he said.

“I want to help kids who have stories that
are similar to my dad’s,” he said. “They’ve
grown up orphaned, or with a single parent,
or as foster kids. They are exceptional stu-
dents from poor families. And they have a
strong ambition to continue with higher edu-
cation, but need a helping hand to move for-
ward.”

The launch of the Rezvan Foundation
isn’t the first time the doctor has opted to
give back to his community. In 2016, for the
third straight year, he teamed up with a
Gilroy dentist, Dr. Jernell Escobar, to pro-
vide free dental care on a Saturday to more
than 100 migrant farm workers, half of
whom had never been to a dentist. Both den-

Dr. Ehsan Rezvan (at
right) with his (from
left) father-in-law
Morteza Naimi
Yazdi, wife
Elizabeth, and father
Ahmad. Razvan has
launched a fundrais-
ing drive for a schol-
arship fund to honor
his father.
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Barbara Jean Hamilton died at home in Pebble 
Beach on January 6, 2017. She was 91.

Barbara was born in Oakland, California in 
1925, and grew up in Hayward and Burbank. She 
attended Stephens College in Missouri, and 
completed college at UCLA in 1947. At UCLA, 
she studied childhood education, and impor-
tantly, met the man who would be her husband 
for 65 years. Barbara and Gene enjoyed their 
journey together, and loved becoming part of 
the community of Monterey Peninsula.

Friends and family will always remember Bar-
bara telling stories of her teaching adventures, 
and her home remodeling projects. She loved 
her garden. She had a wonderful, positive spir-
it, and believed that things always worked out 

love, family and friends. She will be missed.

Barbara is preceded in death by her husband, 
Eugene “Gene” Hamilton. She is survived by her 
son, Jim, his wife, Ila, and her daughter, Robyn, 
one grandchild, two great grandchildren, and 
one great-great grandchild. The family is plan-
ning private services. 

BARBARA JEAN HAMILTON

Lester Tottenham Hibbard passed away peacefully 
surrounded by members of his loving family on Oc-
tober 3, 2016. A physician by profession, he was ap-
preciated by all who knew him for his unique sense of 
humor and relish in telling a good story. 

Born in Los Angeles to parents Kathleen and Hud-
son, Lester received his high school diploma from 
Harvard School in 1937 (where he was Valedictorian), 
his undergraduate degree (economics, with distinction) 
from Stanford University in 1941, and his M.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1944. After serving 
briefly as a Captain in the Army Medical Corp at the 
end of World War II, Lester returned to Los Angeles 
and established a private practice in obstetrics and gy-
necology. In his long and distinguished medical career, 
Lester served on numerous medical boards and com-
mittees; authored or co-authored many peer reviewed 
articles; wrote the chapter on caesarian section for Ob-
stetrics, Normal and Problem Pregnancies, still a stan-
dard reference in the field; and wrote scripts for nearly 
two dozen medical training films, some of which won 
awards at medical film competitions and festivals. He 
also taught obstetrics and gynecology for over three de-
cades at the Keck School Medicine at the University of 
Southern California, where he became the Vice Chair-
man of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
in 1979. As a teacher, he was much beloved. At his last 
lecture, his students honored him by all wearing red 
socks—his favorite, and only, sock color. 

Lester retired from medical practice and teaching in 
1986. The Lester T. Hibbard Award, established in his 
honor, is awarded annually to the outstanding senior 
resident at the Women’s Hospital, Los Angeles Coun-
ty-USC Medical Center.

Lester moved to Carmel, California shortly after he 
retired. In his later years, he enjoyed traveling to far-
flung destinations with his friends and he became an 
accomplished watercolorist. He leaves behind a collec-
tion of several hundred paintings, including an exten-
sive series on the Saint George and the Dragon legend.

Preceded in death by his sister Carolyn and wife 
Betty Ann, Lester is survived by his four children, Da-
vid (Jane), Cynthia, John (Andrea), and Peter; as well as 
his four grandchildren, Liana (Joshua), Beth, Alanna, 
and Cincinnatus; and his beloved great grandson, Axel.

Lester Hibbard
May 30, 1919 – Oct. 3, 2016

Resident of Carmel
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Eileen Edith Silverie Whitney, a resident of Hacienda 
Carmel in Carmel, California, died at the age of 91. She 
was born June 27, 1925 to her parents, Sidney and Dorothy 
Barson, in Leicester, England.  Her father was a Sargent Major 

in the Coldstream Guard for 
England and Eileen followed 
by becoming a part of the 
Woman’s Land Army at 18.  
During World War II, she 
married a US GI, Daniel 
Silverie, Jr.  A fabulous 
seamstress and knitter, Eileen 
created her own wedding 
dress from parachute silk.  
As a war-bride, she traveled 
with her newborn son to the 
United States on the Queen 
Mary in 1946.  Initially 
living in Pennsylvania, she 

finally arrived on the Monterey Peninsula and had her second 
son in 1950.  

A modern woman, Eileen managed several businesses 
eventually becoming an 
electrical contractor and 
was a founding member 
of NAWIC (National 
Association of Woman in 
Construction).  After losing 
her first husband in the 
early 80’s, she married Carl 
Whitney in 1989 and was 
with him until his death in 
2010.  Eileen was a member 
of the Carmel Foundation 
and was a parishioner/senior 
Bible student at Carmel 
Presbyterian Church.  True to her British upbringing, she was 
an amazing gardener, bridge player and baker.  

Eileen leaves behind her sons, Daniel Silverie III (married 
to Patricia Silverie) and Hart Silverie, two stepchildren, six 
grandchildren and fifteen great-grandchildren.  Eileen’s family 
will truly miss her, but feel blessed to have been a part of her 
life. They wish to thank Dr. Mike Galloway and Nurse 
RoseAngel in Dr. Tiongco’s office. 

A service will be held at Carmel Presbyterian Church on 
Saturday, January 21 at 1:00 p.m.

EILEEN EDITH SILVERIE WHITNEY
June 27, 1925 — January 11, 2017

PGHS fund for seniors
THE PACIFIC Grove High School Alumni Association

last week voted to establish the Senior Support Fund, which

will help cover “incidental expenses related to graduation,”
for students who can’t afford them. 

In the past, the PGHSAA has bought yearbooks for stu-
dents who didn’t have enough money to purchase their own,
and the new fund “will extend this assistance to other senior
year costs, such as participation in the senior breakfast and
the senior banquet.” The association’s liaison to the high
school will consult with staff there to identify recipients.

Donations support the scholarships and other moneys dis-
tributed by the association, which is a nonprofit that first
formed in 1889. All who attended or graduated from PGHS
are eligible for membership, as are those who attended other
P.G. Unified School District schools. Dues are $20 per year.

For more information, visit http://www.pgusd.org/alumni.
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RICHARD ALAN MAYER

Suzanne passed away peacefully January 7 at the Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula after 

a progressive illness. Sue was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin June 10, 1933, the only child of Walter and 

Lillian Mack. After high school and two years as an art director, she entered the University of Wisconsin, as a 

fine arts major. In 1957 Sue and her former husband, Oliver Grannis moved to California where he attended The 

Army Language School called by Sue “spy school.” In Monterey, Sue resumed her commercial art career as the 

art director and a partner of Tripp, Grannis and Smith, an advertising agency. A 

second marriage was to Al Wiseman a cartoonist who worked for Hank Ketcham, 

creator of Dennis the Menace. 

Sue and Roderick Dewar, an attorney, married June 30, 1965. Early on in their 

marriage they imported modern rosewood Brazilian furniture and set up a shop, 

“Brazilian Interiors,” located at the site of the present Carmel Plaza. The venture 

resulted in frequent trips to Brazil, where the Dewars roamed Rio de Janeiro, 

experienced Carnival, and danced the Bossa Nova. 

Sue was extensively involved with charitable causes and was full of energy, 

intelligence, humor and concern for others. She was a creative artist with the 

unique ability to bring diverse personalities together. She was also a fearless 

fund-raiser and a staunch advocate for the arts. Sue served as the President of 

the Association of California Symphony Orchestras; President of the Boy Scout 

Council for Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties and President of the 

Monterey Symphony Guild. Board service included the Girl Scout Council for 

Central California; Legal Services for Seniors; Chartwell School; Western Opera Theater; Carmel Music Society 

and the American Federation of Arts (now the Monterey Peninsula Museum of Art). Wherever she served she 

could be counted upon to offer unique, practical and often witty solutions. 

Sue was an outstanding cook and had a collection of cookbooks, totaling over 500 volumes at last count. Sue 

used her skills to arrange over-the-top birthday parties as well as intimate celebrations with friends. She loved to 

have a good time and made sure the other guests were having one as well. 

Sue is survived by her husband Roderick, and stepchildren Scott Dewar (Kathy}, James Wiseman (Teresa) and 

Merrily Russo; step grandchildren Zachary Dewar and Whitney Rocha; and cousins Jean Williams, Robert Breest 

( Charlene) and Wendy Wetzel. Contributions in Sue’s memory may be made to the Foundation of California State 

University, Monterey Bay; or to any favorite charity. 

A celebration of Sue’s life will be announced at a later date.

SUZANNE MACK DEWAR 
Resident of Pebble Beach 

June 10, 1933  January 7, 2017 

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email — free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

commission, which “gave full support of the plan,”
Feisthamel said. A potential new stairwell near the 13th
Avenue cove would require a separate permit, if the city
decides to pursue it.

Chairman Don Goodhue wanted Hall to focus on the area
south of the bathrooms at Scenic and Santa Lucia. “We
invested $1 million in those restrooms, and the treatment
around them is just shabby, and it’s never been corrected,” he
said.

And San Antonio Avenue resident Mary Liskin suggested
the landscaping be done judiciously, so it doesn’t interfere
with residents’ ability to enjoy their ocean views.

“I highly recommend we respect the views of people who
live on Scenic,” she said. “There’s nothing criminal about
wanting a view.”

Public works director Rob Mullane said the $66,000 allo-
cated for the work will cover the first chunk of replanting and
improvements, with others phased in as more tax dollars
become available. “Let’s demonstrate we can rejuvenate this
beautiful landscaping before we do the entire length,” he

SCENIC
From page 1A

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

Among the changes needed at San Antonio and Fourth (pictured),
the planning commission said, are better signs and safer bump-outs.

said.
Mullane also said he would look into getting the best

price on the plants, which could be installed by his staff and
volunteers. The irrigation system “is in good shape,” though
it might require some minor valve work, he added.

Finally, Mullane noted that long-range planning for main-
tenance and upkeep of the Scenic landscaping would be part
of the upcoming budget discussions — something that hasn’t
occurred in the past.

Commissioner Gail Lehman made a motion to approve
the coastal development permit, with the condition that Hall
return with plans for the area around the restrooms and south
along Scenic. It passed unanimously.

San Antonio fixes
San Antonio Avenue north of Ocean serves as a gateway

to the city for drivers entering from Pebble Beach, but the
intersection at Fourth Avenue can be confusing. And it
doesn’t look great, especially after a delivery truck hit a
cypress tree in the median more than a year ago.

“It’s a gateway to the city — it should be beautiful,”
Mullane commented. “The way it is right now, in my view, is
not acceptable.”

Making matters worse, a triangular bump-out of curb
meant to slow drivers as they proceed south on San Antonio
is too abrupt and only partly successful, according to project
manager Krista Brassfield. In fact, she called it a “traffic
hazard,” since drivers often hit it — sometimes flattening
their tires in the process — and it doesn’t look right, because
the curbing doesn’t match the cobbled style used throughout
the rest of the city.

The proposal described by Brassfield calls for new plants
and signs in the median at San Antonio and Fourth, and get-
ting rid of the trees on the southwest corner of the four-way
intersection.

In the median, a new three-sided sign would make it eas-
ier for drivers to know which way to proceed to get to Pebble
Beach, downtown or to the beach.

“Anything that lets the people coming from Pebble Beach
know that San Antonio is their continuation point,” said
Liskin, who lives near the intersection. “Let’s just get it to
work well for the tourists who come here and are confused.”

Heading south, the design by landscape architect Joni
Janecki calls for building a new wall between the sand dunes
and the path on the west side of the road, to prevent sand
from drifting into the street. A little strip of plants that runs
between the path and the street would be removed.

New fencing near the dunes would keep pedestrians away
from sensitive plants, and Brassfield noted that if that didn’t
work, a 10-to-20-foot-long boardwalk could installed.

The work would take about two months, according to
Brassfield.

The forest and beach commission reviewed the proposal
in November 2016 and suggested including at least one oak,
but not the boardwalk. Commissioners also said drivers
could be slowed by installing a bump or a dip in the road.

Commissioner Julie Wendt said all of the aspects of the
project are justified, and made a motion to approve the
coastal development permit for all of it. It passed unanimous-
ly.
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Carmel Valley Road.”
He also said the CVA’s legal action will only delay the

building of flood-protection measures along the river —
measures that many Carmel Valley residents whose homes
are at risk of flooding would like to see put in place.

“I gave my word to that community that I was going to
give them flood protection, and I will do that,” he said.

Pushing back
Days after the suit was filed, attorney Gerard Rose told

The Pine Cone he’s working on behalf of scores of residents
and business owners at the mouth of Carmel Valley whose
homes and businesses were flooded in 1995 and 1998, and
are at risk of flooding again.

“I am going to send the CVA and its counsel a formal let-
ter telling them that we are going to seek reimbursement for
any property damage that occurs as a result of flooding,”
Rose told The Pine Cone Wednesday afternoon. 

Rose said the notice would likely stand up in court in light
of a 1998 appellate court ruling. In the 20-year-old case,
Rose filed suit against Monterey County on behalf of Odello
Brothers, alleging the county was legally liable after it inten-
tionally breached a levee and flooded the Odello ranch. A
Monterey County judge ruled in favor of the county, but
appellate court justices in 1998 reversed the lower court’s
decision. 

“The court made it clear that you can’t ignore the rights of
the people at the mouth of the Carmel Valley without incur-
ring legal responsibility,” Rose said.

CVA
From page 1A

Rose, who called the CVA lawsuit “spurious,” went on to
say, “We are not talking about 15 homeowners who might get
their carpet soiled. We are talking about hundreds of people
in Mission Fields” and other areas at risk of flooding. “They
stand to lose almost everything.”

Charles Chrietzberg, who lives in a home on Rio Road,
said the lawsuit will prevent the flood protection work that
Williams had planned to begin soon and have completed by
September, before the rainy season.

The CVA “can’t just willy-nilly vote to do something that
affects the mouth of the valley and other areas because they
are out in the Village,” Chrietzberg said. “The Village has
some flooding, but this flood-control project won’t benefit
them.”

Chrietzberg, president of Monterey County Bank, said
that the coalition of residents and businesses intend to also
hold the CVA’s board members individually accountable.

“Our intent is to put not only the association, but each
board member on notice, that they will be held liable” for any
flood-related damage, said Chrietzberg, who said he was in
the process of collecting addresses of the 13 board members. 

Monterey County counsel Charles McKee didn’t com-
ment on the specifics of the lawsuit, but said the project has
been thoroughly discussed in public hearings. 

“Land use in Monterey County and in Carmel Valley, in
particular, is vigorously debated, and that is appropriate,”
McKee said. “In the end, the ideal is to strike the right bal-
ance between appropriate growth and protection of the envi-
ronment, and the important assets in Monterey County, and
in this case, Carmel Valley.”

County supervisors — minus Jane Parker, who was absent
— voted 4-0 to approve the Rancho Cañada project and its
EIR. 

The CVA lawsuit, filed by attorney William P. Parkin of
Santa Cruz, also argues that the project violates planning and
zoning laws, and that the county is not in compliance with
the general plan because it doesn’t include enough affordable
housing. The EIR, the CVA says, also fails to provide an ade-
quate analysis of the development’s environmental impacts,
including water, flood control and traffic.

Williams said the group has no interest in creating afford-
able housing.

“These people don’t want to a find solution, all they want
to do is stop it,” he said. “I’m not going away. There is too
much value to the community to walk away from this.”

‘Different project’
The CVA and Williams have sparred over just how long

the development has been in the works, and the lawsuit
addresses the issue. 

Williams maintains it is a scaled-back version of a much
larger, 281-unit proposal by the late Nick Lombardo that was
abandoned in 2008, three years after Lombardo died. The
proposal was subject to provisions and policies of the 1982
general plan.

The CVA argues that the current proposal is a completely
different project and is therefore subject to provisions of the
2010 general plan. Subsequently, the county’s approval of
this development as an “alternative” to the larger proposal is
“unlawful,” the group says.

Williams pointed to the 2012 settlement that the CVA
entered with Monterey County in which the county agreed to
limit the number of new housing units in the Carmel Valley
Master Plan to 190. Williams later reduced the Rancho
Cañada Village development to 130 units.

The CVA is “potentially in violation of its own settlement
with the county,” he said.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE

The mouth of Carmel
Valley suffered disastrous
floods in January and
March 1995 — floods that
were followed by an only-
slightly-less-bad flood in
1998 (right), when water
from the overflowing
Carmel River once again
poured into the developed
areas on the north side of
the river. A new project at
Rancho Cañada which
would lessen the flood
danger is opposed by one
community group, but sup-
ported by another.  
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Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM and 5:30 PM
Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 AM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

3080 Rio Road, Carmel

8:00 AM Traditional • 10:30 AM & 5:30PM
(831) 624-3883 www.allsaintscarmel.org

CELEBRATE THE L3GHT
All Saints’ Episcopal Church

Dolores & 9th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School 
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., 

Pacific Grove
(831) 372-5875

TO ADVERTISE CALL (831) 274-8652 OR EMAIL VANESSA@CARMELPINECONE.COM

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

Loving Childcare • Children’s Sunday School
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea

831.624.3550  • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Christian Science Church
Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m

Reading Room hours: 10 am to 4 pm Mon-Thu, 11 am to 3 p.m. Sat.
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

10 am Worship Service

“ Repent! ”
Rev. Dr. Mark S. Bollwinkel, Pastor

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

found at www.butterflychurch.org

Saint John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church

Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.

Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy. 
Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln). 

(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com
Full schedule: http://www.stjohn-monterey.org/

“Let Your Light Shine”
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Pamela D. Cummings

Beauty

Church in the Forest
Erdman Chapel, Stevenson School

3152 Forest Lake Road • Pebble Beach • 831-624-1374

Join us Sundays at 9:15

COMPLIMENTARY gate access & valet parking

pInspiration
Community

Featuring Solmaaz Adeli, soprano

Guest Musician: Keith Wolhart, Tenor

PROMISES OF 

GOD 

 
 
 

SERMON SERIES THROUGH THE PSALMS 



SHARING THE stage Wednesday, Jan.
25, at Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley,
singer-songwriters Lillie Lemon, Casey
Frazier, Razzvio, Fergus and Mark
Governor pay tribute to the music of the late
David Bowie.

The concert is the second in Governor’s
“Under the Influence” series, which pairs
up-and-coming singer-songwriters with
cover songs by an established artist. Each
performer will cover songs by Bowie and
play original music influenced by the singer,
who died last year.

“He was always exploring new sounds,
trailblazing new genres, and his lyrics could
simultaneously be socially conscious and
achingly personal,” Governor said of Bowie.
“The songs we’ve chosen for our concert
cover many of his albums and incarnations
and reflect the profound influence he had —
and is still having — on contemporary
music, and definitely on all of us.  As Bowie
himself said, ‘I don’t know where I’m going
from here, but I promise it won’t be boring.’”

Showtime is 7 p.m. Tickets are $20. The
winery is located at 8940 Carmel Valley
Road. Call (831) 293-7500.

n Power and finesse 
and she’s just 22

The winner of the Carmel Music
Society’s 2016 Piano Competition, Man-
ling Bai will perform a free concert Jan. 22
at Sunset Center.

A native of Taiwan and a student at Cal
State Fullerton, Bai was selected from nearly
three dozen entrees. She will play music by
Schumann, Brahms, Chopin, Ravel and
Kasputin, and present an improvisational
piece. Just 22, she’s already earned praise for
her power and finesse.

“Watching her perform, she has such a
love for the piano,” said Sato Terian of the
Carmel Music Society. “I was blown away.”

The music begins at 3 p.m. Sunset Center
is located at San Carlos and Ninth.

n Live Music Jan. 20-26
Bay of Pines restaurant in Monterey —

singer-songwriters Dan Frechette, Laurel
Thomsen and Nicole Dillenberg (Saturday

at 7 p.m.); and singer-songwriter Amy
Obenski (Thursday at 7 p.m.). 150 Del
Monte Ave., (831) 920-3560.

Cibo Ristorante Italiano in Monterey —
BTA (r&b and soul, Friday at 9 p.m.);
Cougar Unleashed (r&b and soul, Saturday
at 9 p.m.); singer Lee Durley and pianist Joe
Indence (jazz and swing, Tuesday at 7 p.m.);
Andrea’s Fault (Wednesday at 7 p.m.); and
The Ben Herod Trio (swing and jazz,
Thursday at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St., (831)
649-8151.

Fernwood Resort in Big
Sur — Woods, Range of
Light Wilderness (psyche-
delic folk and pop, Friday at
9 p.m.); and Marty O’Reilly
and the Old Soul
Orchestra (folk and blues,
Saturday at 9 p.m.). On
Highway 1 25 miles south of
Carmel, (831) 667-2422.

Folktale Winery in
Carmel Valley — The Jim
Payne Unit (jazz, Friday at
4:30 p.m.); singer-song-
writer Fergus (Saturday at
4:30 p.m.); The Pfeffers
(pop and rock, Sunday at
4:30 p.m.); and singer-song-
writers pay tribute to David
Bowie (Wednesday at 6
p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley
Road, (831) 293-7500.

n Old Souls in Big Sur
A Santa Cruz quartet with an affection for

acoustic folk and blues, Marty O’Reilly
and the Old Soul Orchestra return to one
of their favorite places when
they play Saturday, Jan. 21, at
Fernwood Resort in Big Sur.

“We fall under the
Americana umbrella,” bassist
Ben Berry explained. He said
the band’s musical approach is
reminiscent of Tom Waits’ music, “but is a
little bit darker and a little bit more emotion-
ally complex.”

An East Coast native, Berry said there’s
nothing like playing down the coast.

“I never imagined in my wildest dreams
I’d be playing in Big Sur,” he said. “It’s a
magical place. We’ve made some real good
friends. It’s always a fun night playing at
Fernwood.”

The group will be performing at 10 p.m.
Tickets are $25.

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

THIS EEK &
ENTERTAINMENT • ART

RESTAURANTS • EVENTSW Food &Wine
January 20-26, 2017

Information and tickets for upcoming concerts available 
on-line at www.carmelmusic.org 

or by calling 831.625.9938

 Sunset Center, Carmel  FREE to the public Tickets at the door       With support from the Monterey County Board of Supervisors

MAN-LING BAI
2016 Piano 

Competition Winner
Sunday/3:00pm/January 22

Program includes works by 
Schumann, Brahms, Chopin,

Ravel, Kapustin &
improvisation on themes 

from the audience

 "...exciting, 
          high-powered, 

  extroverted 

              performances.. "
                                    – Lyn Bronson

Acclaimed pianist Man-ling Bai (left) will perform at Sunset Center Sunday.
Marty O’Reilly and the Old Soul Orchestra (above) will be at Fernwood
Resort Saturday. And Lillie Lemon (right) will help pay tribute to David Bowie
at Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley on Wednesday.

Singer-songwriters offer Bowie lovefest, prize-winning pianist plays Sunset

On A High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

See MUSIC page 27A



20A                  The Carmel Pine Cone                  January 20, 2017

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

MIKE SU

SRESENTSSUNSET P

S

om thfr

-frifamily

oe teparrP

daturaS

MIKE SU

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

SIONUGIC & ILLMAPER:

.eason 9 finalistS

t alenTTaot s G’’sameriche A

y erstyening of mvendly e

ounded during this e asto b

Mt 8Py 21 aanuar, Jyy,a

SIONUGIC & ILLMAPER:

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

this un

eare a reizS

cham

tly…smar““

yridaF

UFR

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

Mt 8Py 15 auarebr, Fyy,da

ARRIORSOLIN WWAA

.tenvecial euly spor a trr ffo

orm fero pes tcore joined ffov

al coonic vally ico musicwe t

een wetds barwy® Aammry G

Mt 8Py 8 auarebr, Fyy,da

AKE 6S TTANSFER MEETTS
ANTTATTHE MANHA: MMIT

.tetic talenonique and p

e eriencxpo ey ttunitore opp

Magnet– ”er musicmb

, etabarque cobare taery lit

Mt 8Py 3 auarebr, Fyy,

AINWRIGHTFUS WWA

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

ednesdW

SHA

getherot

voups hagr

them, these

ytenwith tW

ednesdW

ANTR
THE SUM

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

Th- 

queirC

of gymnast

omy c... the““

hinesC

tinesenRepr

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

oston Pashingthe WWa
”.ormersferoleil pe du S

wmanship of ts with the sho

e acy and grmbine the agilit

.ets culturtial arse mar

ears of er a thousand yvng o

y,yy,

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

ult

ththinint Nt Narlos aarlos aan Can CSS
c.sunsetwww

ulty Sunset Cy Sunset Cou bou bo yo yt tt toughoughBrBr   

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

ofit 501(c)(3)

eaeaS-Sthe-theyyarmel barmel-be • Ce • Cvvh Ah Av
g • 831.620.2048.orertenc

ofit 501(c)(3)a nonpr., a nonprncncI, Ierer,ttenenal Cal Cturtur

8, 2017y 2anuarJ
deeab FrraAnnual C

yeretnot 41, MosP
niogen Laricmef the As onoS

e

son St)erop of Jeff(at the t
yeer, Monteivans Dreret1110 V

901575-31) 3(8
evst Serirome Fst Cir, Fyy,ating OnlOne Se

:00pms Open at 6:00pm • Dinner at 7oorD
8, 2017y 2anuarJ

effffeot & Cresseb & Dars Csneegud Deckard & ClelhiC

rdewhom Claus Cmoao Fttorn's Grmaheisld FO

ginssene Dragpmhath Cid wlaan Seerd GesosTTo

lslor Rrmo DinneleaP

s:udenclr Ile Dinnetyly SmiaF

rrad WWadeunoe WWo& Th
etl VVeacog Lintefiens bdeceorl plA

n iotuct Aleni• Ss emtffle IaR

5212 and under $
dults $50A

erans A
eio P ojoj

AN AWARD-WINNING photographer who has spent the
last two decades capturing images of one of Japan’s most
treasured temples, Yoshimitsu Nagasaka will unveil a display
of his work Saturday, Jan. 21, at Weston Gallery. The show
continues through March 12. “Through his work, Nagasaka
has given us a rare and intimate view of a place steeped in the
ancient traditions of esoteric Buddhism,” reads a description
of his pictures.

The gallery, which will host a reception from 4 to 6 p.m.,
is located on Sixth between Dolores and Lincoln.

Photographer takes new
look at 1,200-year-old
Japanese temple

“Cherry Blossoms Blowing in the Wind,” by Yoshimitsu Nagasaka.

Migratory fun coming to Science Saturday
THE PACIFIC Grove Museum of Natural History’s kid-

friendly Science Saturday program for 2017 will kick off on
Jan. 28 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The topic will be Migrations and will involve “the incred-
ible migratory journeys of whales, birds and salmon.” Many

of the species we see in and around Monterey Bay travel hun-
dreds, if not thousands of miles annually.

A salmon biologist will be there and the kids will learn
how salmon “smell their way” home to spawn. There will
also be a scavenger hunt.

Finally, in honor the birthday of Sandy, the gray whale
that keeps watch over the museum’s entrance, cake will be
served on a first-come first-served basis — starting with the
kids. Admission on Science Saturdays is free to all.

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org

 

 

 
 

8 PM 
SU

 

 

 
 

Y 28,ARRY JANU,YY,AAYTURDSAAT
 CALIFORNUNSET CENTER CARMEL

 

 

 
 

2017
NIA

 

 

 
 

performing

 

 

 
 

”d poetic

”iant

NT & FREE!
.orgbay

 

 

 
 

Cleveland Plain Dealer

probing expressvity... fresh and“
asington PostThe W

passionate... absolutely radi“

KIDS UP FRON831.625.2212
chambermusicmontereyb

 

 

 
 

T THE DOOR
StarorontoThe TTo

”dazzling music “
Cleveland Plain Dealer

TICKETS ONLINE AND AAT



F O O D  &  W I N E
January 20, 2017                 The Carmel Pine Cone                  21A

New Turkish options in town,
EcoFarm next week, and 
Fungus Face-Off winners

ARTEMIS TURKISH restaurant quietly
opened on Ocean Avenue last week, featur-
ing a range of traditional mezes, soups and
salads, and entrées, along with a wine list
heavy with wines from the Aegean area.

The restaurant’s design is simple yet
warm, and if the sign hanging outside the
door looks familiar, it’s because owner Erkan
Demir is also the owner of Artemis Boots a
block away, where he designs and sells elab-
orate footwear. A small bar, backed by a wall
of wines, contains a few seats, while the rest
are arranged around two- and four-person
tables.

Artemis was modeled on a San Francisco

restaurant called Tuba, and the food is pre-
pared by the mother of Demir’s partner in the
restaurant. The menu features traditional
fare, beginning with cold mezes, or appetiz-
ers, like dolma, hummus and cevizli ezme (a

delicious blend of walnuts,
Turkish red pepper paste,
tomato paste, fresh garlic,
olive oil and cumin). Prices
are mostly $12 apiece, while a
selection of all can be had for
$35, with house-made bread.

Everything is well prepared and savory.
Hot mezes include prawns sautéed with

tomatoes and garlic in pepperoncini sauce;
pan-fried bulgur stuffed with spicy ground
beef with crushed walnuts; fillo dough
stuffed with potatoes, feta cheese, parsley
and black pepper; and falafel on a bed of
hummus. The fillo, called sigara boregi, is

soup to nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

For those who can’t
choose just one (or
two), the new
Artemis Turkish
restaurant on Ocean
Avenue showcases
all of its cold
“mezes” on one
sampler plate, along
with homemade
bread.

Continues next page
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light and mild, served with a tasty yogurt-based dipping
sauce.

A red lentil soup called mercimek corbasi is “the best in
town,” according to the menu, which also offers a couple of
salads.

Lamb and eggplant are abundant ingredients among the
entrées, with kuzu pirzola — lamb chops that have been mar-
inated for three days and then flame broiled — skewers of
lamb and chicken, and hunkar begendi, pureed eggplant with
mozzarella cheese and garlic, topped with chunks of leg of
lamb in red sauce. Kofte, or miniature beef patties seasoned
with Turkish spices and then flame broiled, are nicely spiced,
and while it may seem unusual to serve beef well done, in
this case, it works. Many of the dishes come with rice and a
small salad on the side, and a couple, like musakka, are veg-
etarian. Entrée prices run from $22 to $29.

Top among the four desserts would be the kunefe, which
has two layers of shredded fillo dough filled with sweet
cheese, baked, dusted with crumbled pistachio nuts and
served with a homemade syrup, with ice cream on the side.

The wine list offers a somewhat staggering 30 wines by
the glass, and includes many from Turkey. The few domestic
bottles are from regions throughout the state, with, surpris-
ingly, only one from Monterey County: Calista Pinot Noir.
Per-bottle prices range from $39 to $99, with most falling in
the $45-$49 range.

Considering the restaurant is barely two weeks old,
Artemis is showing impressively well, with solid food and
service. It’s open nightly for dinner, though the owners have
plans to eventually offer breakfast and lunch, too.

n EcoFarm focuses on diversity
Entering its 37th year and set to draw more than 1,500

farmers, retailers, wholesalers, consumers, activists, ranch-
ers, educators and researchers, the EcoFarm Conference is
the oldest and largest organic farming event in the Western
United States. Slated for Jan. 25-28 at Asilomar Conference
Grounds in Pacific Grove, this year’s event, with the theme,
Cultivating Diversity, is expected to include a lot of informa-
tion sharing and generate more interest in sustainable agri-
culture and organic farming. It will include more than 70
workshops, keynote speakers, discussion groups, an

exhibitor marketplace, seed swap, live entertainment, mixers,
and organic meals. 

“While diversity is a fundamental feature of ecologically
resilient farming, this year’s theme goes beyond the farm,
speaking to human diversity,” according to organizers. “This
year, we honor the diversity of the many different ways to
grow, tend and care for our environment, as well as the
unique and diverse individuals who do that work.”
Throughout the conference, workshops will be offered for
farms of all sizes, with topics like recent science supporting
organic farming, cover crops and green manures, the dynam-
ics of restaurant-supported agriculture, and legal and finan-
cial advice for farming businesses.

Social gatherings will also be held throughout the confer-
ence, like a pop-up art show on opening night, and a seed
swap. Cider, beer, wine and cheese tastings are planned, too.

For more information on EcoFarm, including how to reg-
ister, visit http://www.eco-farm.org/conference.

n Few spots left for P.B. culinary getaway
Pebble Beach is hosting a new multiday culinary excur-

sion Jan. 27-29, when some of the resort’s culinary talent and
wine experts will present demonstrations, discussions, din-
ners and after-parties in one of the most scenic spots on the
planet. 

“Whether you are an epicurean expert with an apprecia-
tion for fine foods, or an aspiring gourmet looking to add
tricks to your repertoire, this one-of-a-kind weekend will
leave you feeling inspired for your at-home culinary adven-
tures while indulging in the Pebble Beach Resorts experi-
ence,” the company boasts.

The getaway will begin with check-in at 4 p.m., a wel-
come reception at 6, and the Five Senses Dining Experience,
which focuses on wine and food pairing, at 7. A fireside treat
of hearty dessert wines like ports, tawnies and sherries paired
with local and imported cheeses will follow around 9.

On day two, several cooking demonstrations will be
offered at 10 a.m. at the Lodge at Pebble Beach, and at the
Inn at Spanish Bay at 2:30 p.m., with lunch at Peppoli in the
meantime, at noon.

Crafty Cocktails, featuring mixologist Gian Trinidad, will
have people learning how to “blend, muddle and garnish”
their way to “cocktail bliss,” while pastry chef Anastasia
Simpson will demonstrate how to make beautiful and ethere-

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

At center, chef Mark
Ayers — who agreed
to help Carmel Valley
Ranch executive chef
Tim Wood with the
chef’s dinner at the
Forager’s Festival —
puts the finishing
touches on an amuse
bouche.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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al macarons, the traditional French sandwich
cookie.

Popular Roy’s executive chef Pablo
Mellin will take guests through the process
of making sushi, including rice type and
preparation; fish, nori and vegetable options;
and the best sauces and wasabis, as well as
types and styles of sushi. 

“You Make My Greens Come True,” led
by chef Mike Nemec, will feature the best
ways to prepare and enjoy the nutritious
greens, including juicing, nutritious addi-
tives, natural sugar sources, creative food
purees and plant-based proteins.

Stillwater Bar & Grill chef Jeremy
Tummel will guide guests through how to
purchase and filet their catch of the day, and
Bench chef Aaron Burns will share tips on
how he makes his fantastic flatbreads, like
how to mix the perfect dough, how to cook
with various types of equipment, how to cre-
ate basic sauces, and where to find the best
ingredients.

Saturday will also include the Stave Wine
Experience at 4:30 p.m., a craft cocktail
reception at 6, and the Flavors of Pebble
Beach dinner at 7. That feast will be created
by several resort chefs, who will “put their
personal twist on locally grown produce,
sustainably caught seafood and top quality
meats.” Afterward, a tasting of various
Scotch whiskies and chocolates will round
out the night.

The excursion will close Sunday with
brunch and a Bloody Mary Extravaganza at
10 a.m.

The all-inclusive Culinary Getaway pack-

age includes a two-night stay at Casa
Palmero, starting at $2,600 per couple, or
$1,700 per single. Call (855) 378-0161 for
more information and to sign up.

n Foragers Fest results
With its move this year from Big Sur to

the Carmel Valley, since its usual host,
Ventana, is under renovation, the Big Sur
Foragers Festival over the weekend brought
out friends and supporters of the nonprofit
Big Sur Health Center, as well as plenty of
lovers of food and wine, for several benefit
dinners, the Fungus Face-Off and mushroom
hunts.

At La Balena on Junipero Street, owners
Emanuele and Anna Bartolini, and Carissa
Chappellet of Chappellet family wines, host-
ed an intimate, sold-out dinner for 30 guests
that featured wild mushrooms and black
truffles, throughout several courses, like
risotto with smoked black truffle and
chanterelles, wild mushroom lasagna with
béchamel, duck and steak. Each was paired
with wines from Chappellet, including the
tasty Chenin Blanc, and treats like the
Cabernet Franc and Malbec, and Bernardus,
including Sauvignon Blanc, Rosella’s
Chardonnay and Pinots from the highly
regarded Garys’ Vineyard and Pisoni
Vineyard. Carissa is a Big Sur resident and a
member of the board at the health center, and
generously shares Chappellet wines during
fundraising efforts to support it.

The headliner of the weekend, the Fungus
Face-Off, had a respectable showing of chefs
and wineries, and a panel of judges — as
well as attendees — selected the best among
the competition during a tasting in a large

tent at Carmel Valley Ranch, the festival’s
host property.

The victors of the day were:
n Matt Glazer, who won Best Use of

Foraged Ingredients (Savory) for his wild
mushroom and wild boar chili, with black
trumpet, chanterelle, hedgehog, hen of the
woods and porcini mushrooms;

n Ventana Inn executive chef Paul
Corsentino and pastry chef Saul Tejada, who
received Best Use of Foraged Ingredients
(Sweet) for their candy cap mushroom
mousse cake, chanterelle crème Anglaise,
candy cap honeycomb candy and satsuma
marmalade, garnished with a striped white
and dark chocolate mini straw;

n Tarpy’s Roadhouse executive chef Todd
Fisher for Best of Show, with his Mushroom
Upside Down Steak: roasted chanterelles,
shiitake and oysters, shaved button mush-
rooms, sliced new york steak, cognac demi
and whipped bone marrow; and 

n Carmel Valley Ranch executive chef
Tim Wood, who took the People’s Choice
award for his ragout of duck confit and Big
Sur chanterelles with foie gras on roasted
garlic crostini.

New this year, participating wineries won
awards, too, with the judges picking Di
Tierra’s dry Riesling and Chesebro’s La
Montagne Sauvage, a blend of Syrah,
Grenache and Mourvedre. The People’s
Choice award went to Chappellet, which was
pouring Cabernet Franc, Malbec and Pinot

Noir.
That night, the Grand Chef Dinner fea-

tured Wood and guest chef Rodney Worth,
who took turns preparing courses to pair
with Chappellet and sister label Sonoma-
Loeb wines. Top among the six courses were
the Central Coast sea bass with porcini purée
and Swank Farms Brussels sprouts prepared
by Wood, and the braised lamb shank with
foraged mustard greens and polenta by
Worth.

The fest is a key fundraiser for the health
center, which provides comprehensive, per-
sonalized services to locals, visitors, fire-
fighters and anyone else who needs it while
passing through Big Sur. The center charges
on a sliding scale, ensuring no one is turned
away, and includes not just urgent care, but
preventive care, dentistry, minor surgical
procedures, basic labs, pharmaceuticals and
other services.

n Il Fornaio hosts Joullian
Il Fornaio restaurant in the Pine Inn at

Monte Verde and Ocean will present a wine
dinner with Joullian Vineyards of Carmel
Valley Thursday, Jan. 26, at 6 p.m. Guest
speakers Hal Ellison and Matt Piagari will
talk about the winery, which the Joullian and
Sias families operated in the Cachagua area
for decades before selling it to Tom and Jane

See FOOD page 25A
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Editorial

‘Pugnacious’ California 
leads resistance to Trump — 
but who benefits?

THE VOTE totals tell a story that’s quite familiar by now: On Nov. 8, Hillary
Clinton carried California, Illinois and New York by almost 5.9 million votes,
swamping the electorate in the rest of the country and giving her a 2.9-million-
vote margin of victory in the popular vote. 

But because the Electoral College favors the smaller states, which mostly
went for Donald Trump, it’s Trump, not Clinton, who will be taking the oath of
office on Friday.

The result, especially in California, has been outrage — ranging from
demands that the Electoral College be abolished, to calls for California to secede
from the union. Neither of those things is possible, of course, and lately, a more
realistic approach has settled in. California, we now know from statements made
by the governor right down to our own county supervisors, will do everything it
can to resist the Trump agenda. The resistance will even be “pugnacious,” the
New York Times reported Thursday.

Whether it’s providing sanctuaries for immigrants who crossed the border
illegally, expanding free health care and other benefits for the poor, fighting cli-
mate change, or raising taxes on the rich, California intends to become a “labo-
ratory of resistance” to Trump, the Times said.

“I am encouraging people to engage in any way they can to slow down any-
thing that might come from the federal departments and Congress,” influential
Los Angeles County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl told the Times. “You can’t just be
a doormat when fascism is growing,” she said.

For his part, Trump has threatened to withhold federal funds from states that
refuse to allow enforcement of federal immigration laws, and he probably has a
few other tricks up his sleeve to try to convince California to cooperate on all
sorts of issues. It seems like a mighty political tug of war is about to ensue.

California’s course is set. But why would Trump really want to bring the state
to heel?

Over the last 30 years, California has transformed from a bastion of conser-
vativism into not just a liberal state, but an extremely liberal one. And as it has
moved farther and farther from the center, its political and cultural quirkiness
has also become more and more of an object of derision in other parts of the
country, which in many cases have grown more conservative.

The growing differences among the states have also become a demographic
reality, not just a state of mind. As California steps up protection for undocu-
mented immigrants, and provides them more generous benefits such as drivers
licenses, food aid programs, college financial assistance and free medical care,
and even protects them from deportation, more and more of the immigrants will
choose to live here. Likewise, when other states continue to put in place policies
which penalize or remove immigrants without legal status, they won’t want to
live there. 

Similarly, as California raises taxes and increases business regulation, many
businesses will continue to choose to avoid the state, preferring to operate in
places with friendlier business climates.

Politically, such population and economic shifts will also surely make
California even more Democratic than it is today, and other states more
Republican — a trend that’s already well underway, and was amply demonstrat-
ed in the results of the Trump vs. Clinton contest, but which is likely to become
more dramatic in the future, especially if California resists Trump as vehemently
as its officials say it will.

So Trump and his Republican allies might be wise to let California be
California, for the simple reason that California’s voters aren’t very powerful
when it comes to picking a president.

His election already demonstrated how weak the Democratic Party can be
when most of its voters crowd into just a few states, and if he plays his cards
right, in 2020, the Democrats might have an even bigger majority in the popular
vote than they did this time, but lose by a landslide where it really counts. 

Americans need 
‘benefits they can use’
Dear Editor,

The January 6 editorial on the “Two Sides
of Obamacare” makes some good points;
most specifically about a fact most of the
general public seems to be ignoring — that
the Affordable Care Act is simply a taxpayer
donation to millions of Americans who qual-
ify for low-income healthcare coverage sub-
sidies. I think the most frustrating thing
about this is that, as a taxpayer who is fortu-
nate to have an employer-subsidized health
plan, I am not only paying a premium for my
own insurance — I am also paying the
healthcare costs for those millions of
Americans who are unable to afford their
own coverage, and the amounts I have to pay
keep going up!  As a result, I now can’t even
afford to use my benefits because there is no
money left to pay the out-of-pocket expenses
for healthcare services after my paycheck is

decimated by state and federal taxes.
Meanwhile, no one seems to be mention-

ing the other serious problems with the ACA.
The lack of providers willing to accept ACA
members is one (especially in the Monterey
area). The massively high deductibles in
most plans are another. The fact that many
insurers are dropping out of the exchanges is
a third — meaning that ACA members fre-
quently have to change coverage, and are
losing their chosen providers in the process.
Which brings me to another glaring issue;
when will the Obama Administration admit
to the lies they told the public when the
promised over and over and over again that
people would be able to keep their insurance
plans and providers if they liked them? It’s
no wonder that a large percentage of the pop-
ulation in this country considers the ACA to
be a failure, and wants this legislation to be
repealed! 

Has the ACA helped some vulnerable
Americans find coverage? Yes. But has it
subjected the vast majority of the rapidly
vanishing middle class and small business
owners to huge financial losses?  Definitely!
Does the majority of the Act need to be
scrapped in favor of legislation that provides
people with actual health care benefits they
can use? Absolutely!  

Stef Pummell, Salinas

‘Government fiat’
Dear Editor,

I commend the Pine Cone for the very
insightful and well reasoned editorial on the
Affordable Care Act. Whereas I do not agree

See LETTERS next page
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Baking up a healthy mix of 
pork and charitable goodness

HE’S SEEMINGLY everywhere at
once. He’s on your television, plugging the
Ove Glove oven mitt. He’s the spokesman for
a newish gadget called the Pogo Whisk. His
artisanal bacon is at the meat counter at
Bruno’s and Jerome’s Carmel Valley Market,
and he’s frequently seen dishing up plates or
cooking competitively at fundraisers for
worthy causes. That’s all when executive
chef Tony Baker’s not at the helm of Montrio
Bistro in Monterey, where he’s worked for
the last 20 years.

At 45, the energetic Las Palmas resident
has racked up quite a few accomplishments.
In 2008, he won the United
Fresh Produce Association’s
award for “excellence in the
use of fresh produce in the
culinary arts.”

He’s appeared on San
Francisco Bay area television,
including “View from the Bay,” and “The
Rosy Chu Show.” He’s been the executive
chef for Ocean Mist artichokes and he still
works with the Artichoke Festival.

Feeding Margaret Thatcher
All that’s a long way from his native

Cheddar, England. Yes, the place they named
the cheese after. He grew up in a working-
class family — his dad was a plumber and
his mom was a secretary who later ran her
own liquor store. By Baker’s account, she
also made a mean kidney pie and a great
curry.

At age 14, Baker was a Boy Scout work-
ing on what was the English equivalent of his
Eagle Scout award. As part of a fundraiser,
he helped produce thousands of donuts, and
got hooked on cooking in the process. One
of the adult troop leaders introduced him to
baking, and he was intrigued.

He took jobs in pub kitchens and sand-
wich shops, and at 16, when he had the
option to be done with school, to work
toward going to a university or to go two

more years to trade school, he chose the last.
And because it was taxpayer-funded until he
was 18, he took two two-year tracks simulta-
neously, sometimes working in classrooms
and the school’s in-house kitchen from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m.

In addition to cooking, Baker learned to
run a hotel — down to designing a room —
along with accounting and bookkeeping
skills.

After graduating in 1989, Baker landed a
gig at Lucknam Park Hotel, a luxury spot
near Bristol and Bath. He worked all the
kitchen stations, and said he spent a lot of

time butchering and preparing fish.
He was there when trucks full of flowers

pulled up for the wedding of Lady Raine
Spencer, stepmother of Princess Diana. And
he was there when former Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher stayed for a week. 

“She’d come into the hotel via the kitchen
sometimes,” he said. “There was the ex-
prime minister of Britain while you were
peeling taters.”

He also did a turn at Hintlesham Hall, an
elegant 16th-century manor house-turned-
hotel and fine dining restaurant.

High on the hog
In 1994, Baker decided to visit his uncle

in Carmel Valley “for a few weeks.” That
turned into a few months, and well, time has
just flown since then. But one thing eluded
him.

Bacon.
He couldn’t find the porcine goodness he

remembered from England, so he finally
decided to make his own. It wasn’t supposed
to be a national business, but his fellow chefs

were taken with Baker’s Bacon,
and now it’s served at restaurants
in much of California — includ-
ing Pebble Beach — as well as
Arizona and Vegas. Oh, yeah, and
Chicago. If you can sell
California bacon to the folks
from the hog butcher for the
world, you’re definitely doing
something right.

All of that would be pretty
cool on its own, but Baker has
also made significant contribu-
tions to many local charities. “It’s
a blessing. The way I look at it, I
may not have millions of dollars
to donate, but if I can use my
hands to help someone out, that’s
great,” he said.

“I grew up in a church family,
a religious family,” he said, dis-
cussing the roots of his charitable
inclinations. He’s the chef coor-
dinator for Salinas Rotary’s annu-
al Pigs, Pinot and More fundrais-
er. He also has cooked at Rancho
Cielo, and has hired some of the
program’s graduates. Dorothy’s
Place has been a beneficiary of
his efforts, as has the Fund for
Homeless Women.

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER

It’s hard to believe that chef Tony Baker has been at Montrio
Bistro for 20 years, cooking, doing good deeds, and recently,
making delicious bacon. See LIVES next page

Lerum in 2015. The winery produces estate-
grown red and white Bordeaux varietals.

Chef Gabriel Rodriguez is planning a
five-course Italian feast to pair with
Joullian’s wines, and highlights include
Bresaola con Crescione (thinly sliced salt-
cured beef with shaved Grana Padano, mache
and lemon-olive oil dressing) paired with
2015 Semillon, and Merluzzo
alla Livornese (basil-breadcrumb crusted
wild cod fillet roasted with olives, capers and
tomato sauce), paired with 2013 Cabernet
Sauvignon. The cost to attend is $80 per per-
son. For reservations, call (831) 622-5100.

n Dawn’s new releases
Dawn’s Dream Winery will hold a special

FOOD
From page 25A

tasting of its new releases — 2015 Bel
Sogno, an unconventional red blend of Pinot
Noir and Petit Verdot, and 2016 Pinot Noir
Rosé — in its tasting room at San Carlos and
Seventh Saturday, Jan. 28, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Proprietor Dawn Galante operates her
winery with a mission: to help women and
children by supporting a handful of charities.
A small percentage of every sale goes to
Rising International, a local nonprofit that
helps women locally and globally to rise out
of poverty, and she also donates a portion of
her proceeds to Voices for Children of
Monterey County, the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, and the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Monterey County.

The afternoon will include flights of
wine, discounts on cases, and gourmet food
and chocolate pairings. The tastings are free
for members and $15 for nonmembers. For
more information, call (831) 659-2649 or
email wine@dawnsdreamwinery.com.

LETTERS
From previous page

wholeheartedly with the views expressed, I
certainly feel that this piece represents the
openness and civility that is necessary for a
free people to discuss matters of contention.

Your point that this program is a direct
benefit to the 20 million uncovered rather
than an insurance is a truth that has been
almost totally ignored by supporters of the
program. The fact that our $20 trillion (and
climbing) national debt, which now exceeds
our GDP, is, as the editorial points out, an
enormous burden to be foisted on future gen-
erations. So much so that the “oppressions”
so many decry today will seem fatuous and
trivial to our progeny as they endure extreme
hardship merely to secure food and shelter
for their children and themselves.

The suggestion that many mandates
attached to this program be dropped so that
people could better tailor the program to
their needs is a notion that I find meaningful
in that it shows a willingness to find solu-
tions. However, I feel that a return to the free
market, as the medical industry existed prior
to the Medicare Act of 1965, is the best solu-
tion of all. Let the doctors and hospitals pro-
vide affordable health care by competition
rather than having the government, hand in
hand with insurance companies, set unrea-
sonably high minimum bases to medical
costs. Also, by giving a free gift of medical
care to these 20 million, the incentive to bet-
ter their own lives is removed by government
fiat.

Richard S. Hellam, 
Seaside

Improve, don’t repeal
Dear Editor,

Your editorial of Jan. 6 makes two main
points. Firstly, many people are now receiv-
ing health coverage through Obamacare even
though “they aren’t paying anything, or very

little.” Your second point is that health care
costs have risen in response to health plans
now required to meet “Obamacare man-
dates.” Discussing these two points, and only
these two points, in your editorial unfortu-
nately links them together.   

A fair discussion by the media of rising
health care costs must go beyond simply
stating that heath insurance premiums are
rising. While some attribute all of this premi-
um increase to Obamacare, others would say
that the inevitable rise of health care costs
over time have been significantly slowed or
dampened by Obamacare and that premium
increases would have been much worse with-
out Obamacare. Eliminating mandates with-
out reducing overall health care costs is not
really a step forward as the consumer will
likely now bear a greater proportion of the
cost of any recommended care.

There are other options one might consid-
er to lower health care costs and insurance
premiums that you might mention. Hospital
charges are excessive. A friend just had an
uncomplicated hip replacement at one of our
local hospitals and was charged over
$100,000. Over half of that charge was for
the use of the operating room for two hours.
Does anyone believe that this charge is rea-
sonable and fair? Perhaps health care costs
could also be decreased by reducing unnec-
essary testing and by not covering truly mar-
ginal and expensive drugs or therapies that
are heavily marketed directly to consumers. 

Perhaps implementing these options
might allow us to contain costs while still
covering low-income neighbors, fellow citi-
zens, and their children. Implementing these
options might also allow us to provide broad
and comprehensive coverage
rather than only catastrophic coverage for all
of us. 

Perhaps the sensible approach would be
to modify and improve Obamacare, rather
than repealing it and starting from scratch as
some recommend.

Peter Deck M.D., 
Carmel Valley

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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BARRON'S MAGAZINE HAS RANKED
CAROLE R. FORD ONE OF THE TOP

FINANCIAL ADVISORS IN AMERICA*

Putting Your Wealth to Work for You...
Our clients are always our sole focus.
As President of Ford Financial Group, I have provided
unbiased investment and financial guidance to individuals
and businesses for 30 years. As a resident of Carmel, I am
excited to be able to offer these services to the Carmel area. 

2NW of Lincoln on 7th
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921
P: 831.626.4168

5260 N. Palm, Suite 221
Fresno, CA 93704
P: 559.449.8690

Carole R. Ford, MS, CFP®

President

CA Insurance Lic #0727203

TF: 858.449.8669         www.FordFG.com         info@fordfg.com

Barron's Magazine (June 2013, June 2012, June 2011, June 2010, February 2009, June 2008, April 2007 and June 2006, based on assets under management, revenue produced for
the firm, regulatory record, quality of practice and philanthropic work)

Investment advice is offered through Ford Financial Group, a Registered Investment Advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial. The Financial Advisors of Ford Financial
Group are also Registered Representatives with and securities are offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

International Auctioneers and Appraisers – bonhams.com/calwest

© 2017 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808

CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN 
PAINTINGS & SCULPTURE
April 11, Los Angeles and San Francisco
Consignments now invited

INQUIRIES
Aaron Bastian
+1 (415) 503 3241
calpics.us@bonhams.com 

E. CHARLTON FORTUNE (1885-1969)
Untitled (Wharf, Monterey), circa 1915 
oil on canvas
24 x 22 1/4in
$200,000-300,000

LIVES
From previous page

Last spring, he and chefs Todd Fisher and Cy Yontz from
sister restaurants Tarpy’s and Rio Grill helped the kids at the
Kinship Center plant a vegetable garden, and then showed
them how to prepare the food they’d harvest. And the chefs
cook at the center’s annual White Party fundraiser.

Baker’s work has helped the Jean and Ed Kelly
Foundation in Watsonville, which has the mission of promot-
ing “academics, the arts, athletics, the health and well-being
of the youth in the Pajaro Valley.” He’s also lent a hand to
Rising International, which works to empower girls and
women internationally.

That last one is highly appropriate, since Baker’s the
proud dad of daughters Anika, 15, and Hayley, who’ll turn 18

on Jan. 26. They and his wife, Tara, are accomplished
equestriennes in eventing competitions — three-day contests
that combine dressage, endurance/cross-country riding and
show jumping.

Baker likes riding his own steed — a BMW motorcycle
— and being part of a team racing a 1986 Ford Mustang in
the firmly-tongue-in-cheek 24 Hours of LeMons and the
ChumpCar series. “It’s ugly,” he said of the ’stang.

Next up in Baker’s future is Obsession 17 — a food and
wine event in England where he’ll be cooking to a sold-out
audience with Aubergine’s Justin Cogley and pastry wizard
Ben Spungin of Sierra Mar in early February. The veteran of
Pebble Beach Food & Wine is clearly excited about the event,
and compared it to the Masters of Food and Wine from
Highlands’ days gone by.

After decades of bistro-style cooking, Baker said he had
to “blow the dust off my fine dining skills.” The Pine Cone
has no doubt that he’s up to the challenge.

THE CARMEL Woods Neighborhood Association, per-
haps best known for its loving care of the Junipero Serra stat-
ue carved by Jo Mora that marks the entrance to town at
Camino del Monte and Serra, donated $1,000 to the city this
month for the maintenance of the World War I monument at
Ocean and San Carlos.

“As stated within the letter, the association requests the
contribution assist in the repairs of the guard rails and light-
ing fixtures and stone work restoration,” city administrator
Chip Rerig explained to the council, which voted Jan. 3 to
accept the gift.

Glen Mozingo, president of the association, said the
group formed a quarter-century ago and now represents 625
families in the area just north of the city limits. The associa-
tion also handles maintenance of the medians, weed abate-
ment, litter pickup and other beautification efforts in the
area.

“As 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the end of World
War I, we take great pride in contributing to the celebration
of those who gave their lives in defense of our country,”
Mozingo wrote in his letter to Rerig about the donation.

Council accepts $1K 
from Carmel Woods 

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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The Henry Miller Library in Big Sur —
Singer-songwriters Michaut Perkins,
Magali Michaut, Susan Marie Reeves,
David Starr, Gabriel Davey, Tony
Gwynne, Sten Flader, Kim Stuker,
Birgitte Tirsvad and Burton Jespersen
(Saturday at 7 p.m.). On Highway 1 28 miles
south of Carmel, (831) 667-2574.

Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel and Spa
— clarinetist Nik Bortolussi, bassist Joe
Dolister and drummer David Morwood
(jazz, Friday at 7 p.m.); and bassist Peter
Lips, drummer David Norwood and friends
(jazz, Saturday at 7 p.m.). 1 Old Golf Course
Road, (831) 372-1234. 

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach
— The Jazz Trio featuring pianists Bob
Phillips or Bill Spencer (jazz, in the lobby,
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.); and The
Dottie Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7
p.m.); also, a bagpiper plays every evening.
2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-7500.

Julia’s restaurant in Pacific Grove —
singer-songwriter Tiffany Decker (Monday
at 6 p.m.); singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(Tuesday at 6 p.m.); mandolinist Dave
Holodiloff (Wednesday at 6 p.m.); and
singer-songwriter Buddy Comfort
(Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave., (831)
656-9533.

Lucia Restaurant + Bar at Bernardus
Lodge in Carmel Valley — pianist Martin

MUSIC
From page 19A

Headman (jazz, Friday and Saturday at 7
p.m.). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road, (831)
658-3400.

Mission Ranch — pianist Tom
Gastineau (jazz, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at 5 p.m.); singer and pianist
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 7
p.m.); pianist David Kempton (jazz,
Monday through Thursday at 8 p.m.) and
pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Sunday
at 10 a.m., Monday through Thursday at 8
p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.

The Sunset Lounge at Hyatt Carmel
Highlands — singer Neal Banks and gui-
tarist Steve Ezzo (pop and rock, Friday at 7
p.m.); and singer and pianist Dino Vera
(jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday at 7 p.m. and
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive,
(831) 620-1234.

Terry’s Lounge at the Cypress Inn —
singer and pianist Dino Vera (jazz, blues
and r&b, Friday at 7 p.m.); pianist Gennady
Loktionov and singer Debbie Davis
(cabaret, Saturday at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s
Fault (jazz and blues, Sunday at 11 a.m.);
guitarist Richard Devinck (classical,
Sunday at 5 p.m.); and singer Lee Durley
and pianist Joe Indence (pop and jazz,
Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh,
(831) 624-3871.

Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley —
singer-songwriter Rose Merrill (Friday at 6
p.m.); and singer-songwriter Robert
Elmond Stone (country, Saturday at 6 p.m.).
3 Del Fino Place, (831) 298-7453.

Chamber celebrates new location
THE CARMEL Chamber of

Commerce will hold a grand opening and
ribbon cutting at its new location in
Carmel Plaza Friday, Jan. 27, from 5 to
6:30 p.m. The visitor’s center opened on
the Ocean Avenue level of the shopping
center at Ocean and Junipero last October,
and the new chamber offices opened on

the third floor, following an extensive
remodel, last month. The opening party
will be on the third floor.

The phone number, (831) 624-2522,
will remain the same for the chamber
office and the visitors center. 

The visitors center is open seven days a
week.

Everybody
Reads

The Pine 
Cone

Get seen in The Pine Cone! Call Meena at (831) 274-8655

$5 Community Yoga
Every Sunday 10 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.

at American Karate 182 Country Club Gate Plaza, Pacific Grove

Private or small group 
classes by appointment

Learn to practice
without a teacher!

Contact Hannah at 
hannah.thrive@gmail.com
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