
By MARY SCHLEY

THIS YEAR’S centennial celebration, which culminated
with an elaborate parade, lunch and street dance on Oct. 29, cost
taxpayers $107,808.78, as of mid-December, according to city
records. Revenues for the various events and programs were
$105,662.69, while expenses were $213,471.47. The city coun-
cils that approved the 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 budgets autho-

rized a total of $100,472, about $7,000 short.
The parade alone cost $97,596, while donations to offset the

expenses — principally, money contributed by the sponsors of
the professionally built floats — totaled $51,350. Carmel
Rotary contributed $15,000, Carmel Realty and the Price
Family Philanthropic Fund each contributed $10,000, Carmel
Plaza gave $8,000, and several others donated smaller amounts.

Other revenues came from beer and wine sales at the street
dance ($1,928) and a $300 reimbursement for the
wine glasses at that event. Merchandise sales so far
total a little over $37,000.

Signs, banners and stickers
The breakdown of expenses spans from Oct. 29,

2015, to Dec. 19, 2016, and includes payouts for
everything from graphic design, signs, banners,
advertising, stickers and pins, to catering, bleachers,
shuttles, golf carts and photography.

Paige Johnson Design was paid $11,779.75 for
work on signs and banners, the centennial book, logos
and other graphics, while Doug Thompson received
$500 for each of the 10 monthly columns the centen-
nial committee ran in The Pine Cone.

Upbeat Productions was paid $8,500 to help pro-
duce the parade, and the bleachers along the route cost
$7,489. Fiesta Parade Floats, the award-winning com-
pany that built the six floats, has received $36,428.20
so far. Ziona Goren got $1,500 for costume services
for the parade walkers.

The Preserve charged $9,195.67 to cater the lunch
at Sunset Center, and The Money Band was paid
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By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove family that nearly six months ago
was ordered to move their pet pig, Bruiser, after a neighbor
complained about his smell spent Christmas with the animal,
presenting him with some new toys and a stocking full of
fresh fruit.

Lisa and Mark Hanes and their two children, who live on

Visit with pig topped
Christmas wish list

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

$107,000 price tag for centennial events

By KELLY NIX

THE PEBBLE Beach residents who sued
Monterey County last January, challenging the county’s
rules prohibiting them from using their oceanfront
home for short-term rentals and weddings, may have
lost their case in Monterey County Superior Court, but
Judge Thomas Wills’ decision was so critical of the
county, the Lewises are probably optimistic that their
appeal to the California 6th District will prevail.

Wills ruled in September, and the appeal was filed
this week.

William and Duncan Lewis brought suit against the
county following the county’s determination — after an
administrative hearing on the matter — that they had
violated county ordinances by renting out their multi-
million dollar house on a short-term basis. The county
fined the couple $100,000. 

The Lewises asked Wills to overturn the decision
and the fines, and to declare that the county’s short-
term rental rules in their neighborhood were invalid. 

But in an eight-page decision filed Sept. 7, Wills
said the county’s ordinances regulating such rentals are
valid, and he upheld the earlier administrative hearing
officer’s determination that the Lewises had violated
the ordinances. He also said the Lewises “are not

P.B. short-term 
rental case headed 
to Appeals Court

See RIVER page 7ASee DIVER page 8A

Steelhead group: No more ‘emergencies’ at lagoon
By CHRIS COUNTS

HOPING TO end a practice that some say is an excuse
to evade permit requirements, the Carmel River Steelhead
Association is threatening to sue Monterey County and other
agencies for repeatedly using emergency declarations to jus-
tify doing flood control work on the Carmel River Lagoon
sandbar without enough oversight.

“We’re sincerely motivated to solve this problem once and
for all — for the benefit of the homes and the lagoon,” Frank
Emerson of the steelhead group told The Pine Cone. “We’re
encouraged by the progress we see being made by the county,
and hopefully, we won’t have to sue.”

The nonprofit steelhead group made its threat in an Oct.

24 letter to the Monterey County Board of Supervisors, the
United States Army Corps of Engineers, the National Marine
Fisheries Service and others.

Nearly every winter, the Carmel River Lagoon fills up
with water and threatens to flood nearby homes. In response,
county officials declare an emergency just before they send
in bulldozers to a cut a channel in the lagoon’s sandbar to
lower the water level in the lagoon. 

The work does prevent flooding, but the steelhead group
said it also harms the environment.

‘Highly predictable’
According to the letter, the county and other agencies

have “improperly relied upon” an emergency consultation
process in the Endangered Species Act, “because there is no
true emergency circumstance.”

“The flooding that happens at the Carmel River Lagoon is
a highly predictable yearly event,” reads the letter, which was
written by William Parkin, an attorney representing the steel-
head group. “The county’s actions do not warrant reliance on
an emergency consultation and any past, present, and future
reliance on emergency consultation for mechanical breach-
ing of the Carmel River Lagoon is unlawful.”

Breached on its own
Last week, with little fanfare, the Carmel River quietly

made its way to the ocean.
“The river breached the sandbar on its own,” Monterey

County spokesperson Maia Carroll reported. “It’s been open-
ing and closing since.”

This year, the river has migrated to the south end of the
sandbar, which should make Scenic Road residents feel safer.
In past years, when the river has migrated to the north end of
the sandbar, it has threatened Scenic Road, and even under-
mined the parking lot at Carmel River State Beach and dam-
aged the restrooms there.

But Emerson contends the river is moving so far to the
south because the beach has been altered from so many

By MARY SCHLEY

A 33-YEAR-OLD San Jose man died late Tuesday
morning after losing consciousness while swimming out for
a dive near Carmel Point, according to Cal Fire Battalion
Chief Nate Armstrong, while the friend who tried to help res-
cue him was unharmed.

Shortly after 11 a.m. Dec. 27, a passerby dialed 911 to
report a diver about 20 yards offshore near Scenic Road and
Stewart Way yelling for help, triggering an extensive scram-
bling of emergency resources, including a Cal Fire engine
and rescue swimmer, Monterey Fire, Carmel P.D., Carmel
Fire Ambulance, and sheriff’s deputies. Cal Fire also sent its
rescue boat from Whalers Cove in Point Lobos and a jet ski
from Stillwater Cove in Pebble Beach.

“Our engine got to the scene and found a diver being
swum into shore by a friend,” Armstrong said. “Our swimmer

Carmel Point diver dies
despite rescue efforts

See COSTS page 13A

$1,500 to play at the street dance that evening.
Merchandise emblazoned with the centennial logo,

including wine openers, coffee mugs, T-shirts, vests, dog
bowls and other souvenirs, cost $36,132.17, according to
executive assistant Leslie Fenton, who handled much of the
recordkeeping for the centennial costs and revenues. As of
Dec. 2, total revenues from those items, as well as the ban-

See RENTALS page 8A

PHOTO/COURTESY MARK HANES

Bruiser, the famous pig who no longer lives in Pacific Grove, sleeps
soundly under a cheetah blanket (which is not from a real cheetah).

See BRUISER page 13A

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

It cost $545.12 to dress someone up in a Dennis the Menace costume for the city’s
centennial parade in October. But it was worth it.
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AFTER YEARS of watching scene-stealer Stella − real
name, Brigitte – on the television show “Modern Family,”
she decided, like much of the viewing audience, she
needed a French bulldog.

An internet search identified “Bluehaven French
Bulldogs” out of Utah, a breeder reputed for its high-
quality pets. She put in an application, was accepted,
paid a deposit, and waited a year and a half for a female
pied puppy – one with two or more colors.

“It didn’t matter what colors she was, as long as she
was pied,” her person said.

She passed the time by watching online videos of
Bluehaven litters. One day she paid attention to the only
pied puppy in the litter and thought, “I’d love to get that
one.” Moments later, the offer came for that particular
puppy, a red sable pied.

She couldn’t type fast enough to tell the
breeder she would accept their offer.

During her long wait, she had read a Cesar
Milan book on how to raise a puppy right.
Milan suggested sending a baby blanket bear-
ing her scent to the breeder, so the pup could
get familiar with its new person. She slept with
a blanket for three months, and then sent it to
the breeder. 

“At the San Jose Airport, the nanny who
flew with her handed me this tiny puppy. She
raised her little head, sniffed me, and started
wiggling and licking me,” her person said.
“Seven months later, she still sleeps with that
blanket.”

After studying a list of popular dog names,
she decided on Bailey for her baby dog. But she
changed the spelling to Baylee to reflect that
the puppy now lives near the Monterey Bay.

“Baylee’s still pretty young to go to the
beach,” her person said. “But she splashes
around in a little wading pool and loves the
water, so she’ll probably like the beach. I think
I’ll put a little lifejacket on her just to be safe.”

Sandy Claws By Lisa Crawford Watson

176 Sargent Court, Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 649-1353 • smithmedicalpedicures.com

By appointment only

Stunning Foot Care•Sterilized Instruments
We have licensed nail technicians trained by 

Alan H. Smith, D.P.M. Individual treatments rooms. 
Men & Women welcome!

Smith Medical Pedicures
The Art & Science of Healthy Feet

Smith Medical Pedicures
Alan H. Smith, DPM
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Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

Bulldog by the bay

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

A New Year, A New You! 
Resolve to pamper yourself and your skin this year!

Enjoy the benefits of soothing skin care in the New Year with 
OBAGI products!

Treat yourself to Obagi’s ELASTIderm Eye Cream and a 
Complimentary OBAGI/C-RX Cleanser.  A New Year Gift Bag 
purchase price of $99 (a discount of more than $50).  While 
supplies last.  No additional discounts apply to this offer.

Enjoy 20% off all OBAGI products in January (excludes 

Tretinoin and New Year Gift Bag).

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; a consult 
fee will be applied to any treatment purchase if done on the same day.  
All treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. Gift Certificates are available.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey
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OYSTER PERPETUAL 

MILGAUSS
 

rolex  oyster perpetual and milgauss are ® trademarks.

Backcountry trail crews get to work,
led by ‘steward’ and boosted by donors

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE MUCH of the Big Sur back-
country will be closed for months due to
damage from the Soberanes Fire, crews at
three sites in remote parts of Monterey
County are busy fixing hiking trails.

Not only do the projects share the com-
mon goal of offering people recreational
opportunities on public land, but they utilize
the leadership and expertise of Trevor
Willits, stewardship program coordinator for
the nonprofit Ventana Wilderness Alliance.

Hiker makes gift
Along the Santa Lucia Trail — which

leads to 5,857-foot Santa Lucia Peak, the
highest point in Monterey County — a trail
crew from the National Civilian Community
Corps just wrapped up a five-week effort to
make repairs.

“It’s really cool,” said Richard Popchak of
the VWA. “The kids are doing civil service,
and they get to save money for college.”

The teams stay together for 10 months
and typically complete six or seven assign-
ments in different parts of the country.
“Next, they’re off to Great Falls, Mont, to
help prepare tax returns for low-income peo-
ple,” Popchak explained.

Funding for the Santa Lucia Trail project
came from the VWA’s Ventana Trails Forever
Fund, which received a big boost in October
when member Jack Glendening donated
$94,000 in memory of Paul Danielson, a
VWA member who died earlier this year.
Eighty percent of Glendening’s donation will
go into an endowment at the Community
Foundation for Monterey County, while the
rest will help pay for existing trail projects.

Just north of the southern Monterey
County line — about 70 miles south of
Carmel — a multi-year trail project funded
by entrepreneur Sean Parker and his wife,

Alexandra, is underway. The work is being
done by a professional trail crew from the
American Conservation Experience.

“They’re restoring and maintaining the
Cruickshank and Buckeye trails,” Popchak
explained. “We’re getting good work done.”

The Parkers have contributed $185,000 to
the effort, Popchak added. The money is part
of a $2.5 million settlement the couple
agreed to pay for violating state law when
they were married at Ventana Campground
in June 2013. Matching funds were con-
tributed by the National Forest Foundation,
whose funding comes public and private
sources.

The Cruickshank and Buckeye trails are
located near Salmon Creek, which offers
easy public access to one of Monterey
County’s biggest waterfalls. The trails are
often overgrown, but when they’re in good
shape, they provide access to the uncrowded
Silver Peak Wilderness, which the Soberanes
Fire didn’t burn and which is now open to the
public.

REI aids effort
Another trail crew, also from the

American Conservation Experience, is mak-
ing repairs to a remote stretch of the Pine
Ridge Trail. The work is funded in part by a
$20,000 grant from outdoor gear retailer
REI. The National Forest Foundation also
kicked in $20,000.

The trail, which travels about 23 miles
from China Camp on Chews Ridge to
Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, is by far the most
popular backcountry hiking route in
Monterey County. The work will not only
improve hiking conditions the busy trail, but
enable access to other less-traveled trails.

Offering local knowledge and expert
advice, Willits has visited each of the three

See TRAILS page 26A
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Woman says people are talking about her
HERE’S A look at some of the significant

calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office last week. This week’s log was compiled
by Mary Schley.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Restaurant manager at
San Carlos and Fourth reported a vintage sports
flag was stolen from the men’s restroom,
approximately a month prior to the report.
There were no witnesses, suspects or surveil-
lance cameras. Case suspended.

Pacific Grove: Subject called police regard-
ing road construction at Park and Laurel.
Construction manager was contacted and
informed police it would be several hours from
the time of contact before construction would
be completed for the night. Subject was contact-
ed and advised of the situation. He expressed
being frustrated with the construction and how
it was disturbing his neighborhood. He was
advised to contact city engineering regarding
his complaint about the construction. Resident
was provided with the main number for city
hall.

Pacific Grove: A 26-year-old male, was

contacted during a traffic stop on Congress
Avenue at 0200 hours. Subject was found to be
on parole and in possession of heroin, parapher-
nalia, small bags, small denominations of cash,
a scale, and a pay/owe sheet. Subject was
booked and transported to county jail.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Vehicle was pulled
over at Carpenter and Second at 1525 hours in
violation of multiple vehicle code sections, dis-
playing the license plates incorrectly and hav-
ing a window obstructed. The 44-year-old male
driver, a Monterey resident who works in con-
struction, was arrested for a $10,000 warrant
out of Salinas for driving on a suspended
license. The driver was in possession of meth
and drug paraphernalia. He was booked and
released with a citation to appear.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Concerned citizen at
Junipero and Fifth reported that a female has
been following and taking photos of him.
Female has also asked for his contact informa-
tion at his place of employment.

Carmel area: Online report of burglary on
Palo Colorado Road.

Carmel Valley: Resident on Via La Gitana
reported the theft of a barbecue.

See POLICE LOG page 11A

Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff
Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8646

Carmel-by-Sea • Carmel Valley & Mouth of the Valley • Pebble Beach
Meena Lewellen • meena@carmelpinecone.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8655

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Larry Mylander • larry@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8590

Service Directory • Classifieds
Vanessa Jimenez • vanessa@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8652

Legals • Accounting • Subscriptions
Irma Garcia • irma@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8645

Obituaries • Calendar
Anne Papineau• anne@carmelpinecone.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(831) 274-8654

Trusted Professional
for over 35 years

Gr8ness Building®

You Matter Success Roadmaps™ to Master Life

Rosalinda O’Neill
Business, Partnership & Life Builder
Time is the currency of your Life
Let’s make it payoff better for You

Mission & 4th Avenue SW, Suite 4, Carmel-By-The-Sea
831.620.2912 • rosalinda@ceolifementor.com • ceolifementor.com

©2016 Rosalinda O’Neill, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist, Inc.

I N C R E A S E  S U C C E S S  ~  L I V E  C O N F I D E N T  ~  E L I M I N AT E  A N X I E T Y

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251
www.terrymcgowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      CalBRE# 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

www.poppletonshome.com

299 LIGHTHOUSE, MONTEREY  • 831-649-3083 • MON-SAT 10-5 • SUN 12-5

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS ASID & IDS 

OPPLETON’S
Premier destination for fine furnishings and interior design

ALL SALES FINAL

Winter Clearance
on select in-store merchandise

Showcasing the largest selection of  fine 
furnishings, linens, home decor &  lighting 

in Northern California
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Carmel  ■  A Warm, Delightful Carmel Cottage  ■  3 Beds, 3 Baths  ■  $2,195,000

Carmel  ■  Charming Home Inside and Out  ■  3 Beds, 2+ Baths  ■  $4,395,000

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs
831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com

LULU IS MISSING
Our much loved medium gray tabby cat, Lulu, raced out the 
door on December 6th, and has not been spotted since. 
Lulu is two years 
old, very furry, 
has four white 
paws, and talks 
a lot, all of which 
adds to the charm 
of her darling 
face. Lulu is 
chipped and 
was wearing 
a collar with a 
deep pink heart 
shaped tag.  

Carmel near Mission Trail  •  (831) 214-0989

Carmel-by-the-Sea — Lot with Water for Sale
Build your Dream Cottage

Plans and permits being processed
1,800+ square-foot home — 3 baths — 1 car garage

Earl Y. Meyers II (831) 601-9999 
Bonnie Sunwood (831) 915-6132  

Bliss by the Sea Realty

$849,000
– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –

593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(831) 373-0631 | pgtravel.com

  CST# 1003488-10

Travel from Pacific Grove or Salinas via private motor coach to 

Sacramento for one night at our hotel near Old Town. New this 

year is a special included dinner on the Delta King! The next day 

board the Sierra Scenic Train to Reno and enjoy our own private 

Dome Car with lunch and drinks included as we traverse over the 

Sierra! Enjoy 2 nights in Reno at the El Dorado before boarding 

the train and motor coach back home. 

Ask your friends and family to come with you and join the fun!
Cost: $768.00 per person (based on double occupancy)

Pacific Grove Travel presents the annual

SIERRA SCENIC TRAIN to RENO!
With one night stay in Old Town Sacramento

February 13-16, 2017
Hosted by Joe Shammas, Owner of Pacific Grove Travel

This will sell out,

so sign up today!

Only 50 guests
can be

accommodated!

LAST CHANCE 

TO BOOK!

ALL ABOARD!

Corrections
IN LAST week’s edition, a quote from

public relations man David Armanasco, in
which he said that Project Bella developer
Domaine Hospitality Partners is exempt
from some Securities and Exchange
Commission rules, had a word missing and
did not accurately convey his opinion. The
following is Armanasco’s complete state-
ment: 

“The issuer does not need to be registered
as a broker/dealer,” Armanasco told The Pine
Cone. “This is a private placement where
Domaine is seeking investments for its own
project.”

ACCORDING TO an official with

CHOMP, we had two errors in our story last
week about the renaming of many facilities
and programs operated by the hospital com-
pany. 

The first error, according to the official,
was that “the hospital has not been renamed.
It is still Community Hospital of the
Monterey Peninsula. The name Montage
Health is part of its logo; Montage Health is
the parent company.”

The second mistake was that, “The
Montage Health insurance subsidiary is
named Aspire Health Plan, not Aspire
Healthcare or Aspire Health.”

THE PINE Cone regrets the errors.

The cloudy crystal ball: 1991 report envisioned city in its hundredth year
By MARY SCHLEY

‘IF THE changes which have occurred
over the last 25 years continue for the next
25 years,” the members of a 1991 committee
tasked with “dreaming” about Carmel-by-
the-Sea in 2016 wrote in the preamble to
their report, “Carmel tomorrow, with no
dreams — either expressed or sought — may
well emerge as a nightmare, instead.”

The 15 residents appointed by the city
council in January 1991 to contemplate how
the city might look when it celebrated its
centennial delved into the numerous attribut-
es they wanted preserved, along with “guid-
ing visions” for the future. While many of
the members have since died or moved away,
several remain active in the community,
including Friar Tucks owner Greg Cellitti,

Ann Hougham and Neal Kruse.
The characteristics that defined the town

at the time, they wrote, included tall trees
throughout the neighborhoods and down-
town, “small houses nestled among the
trees,” unique architectural designs, the lack
of residential mail delivery, narrow streets,
the Scenic Road pathway, strong support of
the arts, the Forest Theater, the absence of
sidewalks and street addresses in residential
areas, no street lights or yard lights, no exte-
rior commercial lighting, and no parking
meters or traffic signals.

To protect Carmel from becoming a
nightmare, they suggested the town fathers
commit themselves to preserving and replac-
ing upper-canopy trees, and to not allowing
building coverage and height to exceed the
limits set in 1991.

While the post office plaza and freight
station were never built, the bathrooms at the
south end of Carmel Beach were finally
completed in December 2014, after a decade
of debate and design work, at a total cost of
around $1 million. The project has won
awards.

In the longer term, they said, Sunset
Center should be upgraded, utilities should
be undergrounded, an arts and crafts center
should be built, and Carmel Point should be
annexed.

Annexing property to the city is a prohib-
itively time-consuming and expensive
process that involves multiple layers of gov-
ernment, and tends to evoke strong feelings
on the part of residents on both sides, and
undergrounding power lines is also very
costly, but the city did manage to upgrade
Sunset Center. That project was finished in
2003 and cost nearly $22 million.

There are trees
The report also described numerous

“visions,” described as “slices of life from
the year 2016, with 1991’s disturbing
‘trends’ having been reversed or slowed, and
many of today’s problems resolved.”

Some of them were quite accurate: The
city forestry department now requires prop-
erty owners to plant upper-canopy trees, and
many “truly characteristic Carmel houses”
have been saved by historic preservation
ordinances. Unamplified live music has been
allowed for more than a decade in establish-

The “intensity of commercial develop-
ment” also shouldn’t be allowed to expand
beyond what existed at that time, but the
business community should have “unique
stores serving both residents and visitors,”
and should have “strengthened opportunities
for resident-serving businesses, artists and
artisans.”

Pedestrians should be “favored over cars,”
with no commercial parking allowed in resi-
dential areas, and “traffic-calming” mea-
sures, like bump-outs and medians, should
be installed in residential and commercial
areas.

To support the arts, the city should pro-
vide places for artists and craftspeople to
work and display their wares, and theaters
should be preserved.

Since everyone has to go to the post
office to fetch their mail, a Post Office Plaza
should be built, “for expanded social oppor-
tunities.”

And finally, political control should be
expanded to include the general plan’s
sphere of influence, not just the area inside
the 1-square-mile city limits.

Which things came true?
The group suggested several near-term

and far-term projects. In addition to the plaza
in front of the post office, they wanted
restrooms installed at the south end of the
beach; speed limits reduced and other traf-
fic-calming measures taken on San Carlos,
Junipero, Carpenter and Rio; a freight sta-
tion established, and delivery trucks forbade
from double parking downtown after 10 a.m. See PREDICTIONS page 10A
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Roofing & Solar Perfected 

Visit our Showroom
2106 SUNSET DRIVE • PACIFIC GROVE • (831) 375-8158 • www.dorityroofing.com

We offer Speech Pathology services for adults suffering 
from communication difficulties due to stroke, brain in-
jury, Parkinson’s Disease, voice and swallowing disorders 
and cognitive rehabilitation. 

Call our office to find out more. 

Now accepting Medicare patients 
CENTRAL COAST LANGUAGE AND LEARNING CENTER 

(831) 645-7900    •    www.coastallearning.org

Grower sues former executive for sharing secrets
BY CHRIS COUNTS

THE COMPANY that owns
Earthbound Farm is suing a former
employee, claiming he shared business
secrets with Tanimura and Antle after
it hired him.

White Wave Foods, the parent com-
pany of Earthbound Farm, filed the
lawsuit Dec. 23 against Jeff Jackson,
who was hired last month by Tanimura
and Antle to be its senior vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing. Court
papers identify Jackson as a Carmel
resident.

According to the lawsuit, in 2015,
White Wave Foods hired Jackson as
Earthbound Farm’s vice president of
agricultural supply and development.
The job required him to move from
Australia to California, and White
Wave Foods paid for his moving
expenses — under the condition he

repay the money if he was fired for
cause within two years.

Jackson’s employment was ended
July 22, 2016, because he “failed to
discharge his duties in a satisfactory
manner.” White Wave Foods contends
Jackson “created division and person-
nel issues” at Earthbound Farm’s San
Juan Bautista location, and “shared
confidential business, sales and finan-
cial information with the company’s
competitors in an apparent attempt to
purchase Earthbound Farm.” 

After Jackson was let go, White
Wave gave him a six-month contract to
be a consultant. The deal, the lawsuit
contends, prohibited Jackson from
sharing “trade secrets or confidential
information.”

Tanimura and Antle is “a direct
competitor” of Earthbound Farm, the
suit argues, and Jackson’s employment
with the Salinas-based company “cre-

ates a direct conflict of interest.” The
lawsuit also claims he recruited an
Earthbound Farm employee to join
him at Tanimura and Antle, violating
an employee non-solicitation agree-
ment.

To settle the lawsuit, White Wave
Foods is asking Jackson to pay back at
least $83,000 in compensation and at
least $168,000 in relocation expenses.

Founded 32 years ago by Drew and
Myra Goodman on a 2.5-acre raspber-
ry farm in Carmel Valley, Earthbound
Farm played a key role in the rising
popularity of organic produce. Its
prepackaged salad greens are staples
at restaurants and supermarkets across
the country. The company was sold to
White Wave Foods three years ago for
$600 million.

Jackson and Tanimura and Antle
were offered an opportunity to com-
ment, but didn’t respond.

n But says he has no money 
to pay former workers 

By KELLY NIX

THE FOUNDER of a shuttered Monterey payroll company
under investigation by the FBI for allegedly failing to forward
millions of dollars in client payrolls and taxes has opened a new
office and business — despite not having yet made on good on
his obligations, or even paying his former employees.

In early October, Pinnacle Workforce Solutions, owned by
John and Colleen McEwan, closed for business for failing to
fulfill clients’ payments and tax withholdings. Not long after
that, authorities began investigating the business. Pinnacle’s
clients include small businesses on the Monterey Peninsula.

But in a letter last week, John McEwan informed former
Pinnacle clients that he’s opened a new office on Garden Road. 

“I have all your income tax records for all of the years we’ve

Payroll company owner
opens new business 

See PAYROLL page 9A
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We are a Delta Dental provider
Courtesy billing for all insurances.

Interest Free Financing available!
831 . 920 . 0009

www.GumsRus.com

ZAP AWAY gum disease today!

40% savings
Annual YEAR END FULL MOUTH LANAP Laser event
� FDA Approved laser treatment for Gum Disease

� Usually done in less than 2 hours.

� Minimally invasive, no cut no stitches

� Our patients report little to no pain,   NO DOWNTIME

Call us today,
as this is a limited time offer, 

expires January 2017.
* Limited space available, new patients only,

limited to  full mouth cases.

Jochen P. Pechak DDS MSD
Diplomate, American Board of Periodontology

Perio & Implant Center
21 Upper Ragsdale Drive

Monterey in Ryan Ranch

Sedation “SLEEP” Dentistry

By KELLY NIX

THE WIFE of the developer seeking to transform the
American Tin Cannery into a luxury hotel filed for bankrupt-
cy five years ago, claiming minuscule assets, but liabilities of
an astounding $413 million — stemming mostly from real
estate projects in which her husband was also involved. 

In a September 2011 Chapter 7 bankruptcy filed with the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California,
Jill Athalie Meer, wife of developer Ron Meer, disclosed
total assets of $57,703, a combined average monthly income
of $2,725, and just $600 in cash. 

But Meer — who is listed as 49 percent owner of two
companies to her husband’s 51 percent — claimed total lia-
bilities of $413,031,587. 

“The 2011 filing was an individual filing by my wife, Jill
Meer, not by me,” Meer, president of Domaine Hospitality
Partners, told The Pine Cone Thursday. “I didn’t file bank-
ruptcy in 2011, and I have been vigorously working out the
contingent liabilities I had, and still have, over the last num-
ber of years.”

Meer went on to say that “despite the fact Mrs. Meer was
a member in some of the entities” they owned collectively, he
was the “managing member, and therefore the key contact of
the creditors.” Meer said he chose to negotiate with the ven-
dors rather than seek bankruptcy protection to shield himself
or his companies from the creditor challenges.

Large liabilities explained
Jill Meer “for health reasons, opted out of the creditors’

focus, since she could not assist them anyway, and her filing
did not affect the rights of the creditors,” according to a state-
ment provided to The Pine Cone by Domaine Hospitality’s
public relations rep, David Armanasco.

While the filing indicates $413 million in total liabilities,
Ron Meer and Domaine CFO Bruce Haniford explained that
the bankruptcy “includes personal guarantees, potential
claims, and if multiple entities are involved in potential lia-
bility, each entity will be listed for the full potential liability
even though in reality the claim, guarantee or liability will
only be paid once.” 

The filing, for instance, repeats the same guarantee “three
times for $62 million, for a total of $186 million” of the $413
million in total liabilities, according to Meer.  

Meer also said the 2006 nationwide economic downturn
was to blame. 

“Just prior to the financial meltdown, [our] assets were
$74,300,000 and liabilities of $36,800,000, which would
have left [us] in a positive cash position,” Meer said in the
statement. 

Many creditors
One of the factors that created “this disaster” for the

Meers, he said, was a “free-falling market in real estate.”
Disclosure of the bankruptcy filing come weeks after

Michael Crall and Grant Sedgwick resigned as officers of
Domaine Hospitality Partners, LLC, citing “fundamental dif-
ferences” over direction of the company. Since then, Crall
has been critical of his former associates, telling the media he
doesn’t believe the hotel will be built under their leadership.
Crall also complained to a half-dozen regulatory agencies,
claiming that Domaine violated rules regulating the offer and
sales of securities. 

As far as the modest income listed for him and his wife in

$18 million claim for 24 acres of land in Ontario, California;
and an Orange County interior decorator’s claim of
$350,000. 

Points to successes
When asked whether the citizens of Pacific Grove could

trust Meer to develop a major hotel on a high-profile proper-
ty, Meer pointed to what he said were his previous successes,
including a 140-unit housing development in Northern
California. City voters this year passed a measure changing
the zoning so a hotel could be built on the American Tin
Cannery site.

The statement from Armanasco’s firm described Meer as
a “successful entrepreneurial developer,” and said the 140-

Wife of Project Bella developer filed big bankruptcy in 2011
the bankruptcy filing, Meer explained it this way: “Income
for a developer is not a relevant measure, because we work
out of cash,” he said. “You don’t get these kind of loans
unless you have a lot of money in the bank. Income is not a
good measurement — we had lots of cash in the bank.”

He did not offer to reconcile that statement with the bank-
ruptcy’s claim that Mrs. Meer had only $57,000 in assets,
most of it personal property such as furnishings, art,
firearms,  jewelry, sports and hobby equipment, and house-
hold goods.

Creditors listed in the bankruptcy include a Newport
Beach realty company with a $55 million “potential claim”
for damages for construction defects on a development,
American Express, which was owed $46,000; a pest control
company seeking $10,000; a Costa Mesa architect’s claim for
$200,000; a boarding school with a claim for $18,394; an See BELLA next page

breeching operations. “There’s a sand deficit on south end of
beach,” he explained.

Emerson said breeching will likely become unnecessary
once the county completes two major flood control projects,
the Scenic Road Protection Structure and Carmel Lagoon
Ecosystem Protective Barrier. The former would protect
Scenic Road near Carmel Point from erosion, while the latter
would protect homes on the north side of the lagoon.
Emerson is hopeful the two projects will solve the lagoon’s
flooding problems, and the threat of a lawsuit will keep the
projects moving forward.

Earlier this month, environmental impact reports for the
two projects were made available on the Monterey County
website.

RIVER
From page 1A

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday
night by email —

free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com
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allowed to engage in short-term rentals or commercial use of
the property for weddings” without a county permit.

“The threshold issue is whether the county ordinances, in
fact, prohibit the short-term rental of the property for vaca-
tion and wedding events in the coastal zone where the prop-
erty in question is located,” Wills wrote. “Not a question sim-
ply answered, but the court has concluded that such activities
are prohibited without a permit.” 

The Lewises, for years, had rented out their six-bedroom,
seven-bath house on 17 Mile Drive overlooking the 14th Tee
of the Pebble Beach Golf Links until an “inland property
owner on the other side of Highway 1,” according to the
Lewises’ attorney, Mark O’Connor, complained to the county
about the rental. The rental on the property known as “Woods
Hole” went for $1,550 per night. The Lewises live on the
property in a separate house.

In his decision, however, Wills was also highly critical of
the county, calling its complicated set of land use ordinances
and regulations “a byzantine collection of less than clear, ad
hoc provisions apparently drafted or adopted with little
regard for the ordinance scheme’s internal consistency.”

In the same footnote, Wills also said the court had
“expended inordinate judicial resources divining the county’s
statutory intent,” and said the county’s rules are “unnecessar-
ily close to the brink of requiring persons of ordinary intelli-
gence necessarily to guess at its meaning.” 

He also noted the ambiguity in the county’s ordinance,
saying it implies “that there are some uses which may be
allowed without the necessity of a permit, though it does not
directly so state. Other sections do state that there are some
uses for which no permit is required. They are not all readily

RENTALS
From page 1A

BELLA
From previous page

DIVER
From page 1A

found.” 
Ultimately, Wills determined that the county ordinances

are valid and that the Lewises had violated the rules. The
county considers short-term rentals those that span for fewer
than 30 days.

“Once it is determined that transient rental here without
a permit was proscribed, there is clearly evidence that there
was a violation by [the Lewises] and that evidence is sub-
stantial, supporting the hearing officer’s decision,” Wills
said. 

In their lawsuit, the Lewises said they’d rented out the
home on a short-term basis with the “knowledge and con-
sent” of the county, which collected hundreds of thousands
of dollars from them in occupancy taxes over the years.

They alleged that the county’s prohibition of transient
rentals along the coast amounted to discrimination, since the
county permits inland property owners in the unincorporat-
ed areas to rent out their homes on a short-term basis.

The Lewises also argued that, since short-term rentals
weren’t explicitly prohibited, they were allowed, but Wills
upheld the validity of a provision in the county code that
makes all land uses in the Lewises neighborhood illegal
unless they’re explicitly allowed — a catchall provision that
may defy common sense, but which Wills said has been
upheld by California courts.   

In his decision, Wills also cited the 1991 landmark case,
Ewing v. City of Carmel-by-the-Sea. In that case, Carmel
resident John W. Ewing challenged the constitutionality of
the town’s rules prohibiting short-term rentals for fewer than
30 consecutive days, claiming it violated his constitutional
right to free association and unduly burdened his right to use
his home. In a 1991 decision, justices with the 6th District
Court of Appeal upheld the ban, ruling that prohibiting
short-term rentals was a valid exercise of a town’s police
power and did not violate a homeowner’s property rights.

entered the water and retrieved the diver, to find that he was
not breathing. Our paramedics began care for the patient,
along with paramedics from Carmel Fire Ambulance.”

Medics immediately started CPR and continued their
efforts to resuscitate the diver until they reached Community
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, where he was pro-
nounced dead not long after arrival.

“We evaluated one other diver at the scene, and he was
released without any injury,” Armstrong added.

Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. John Thornburg said
the diver’s name hadn’t been released, because next of kin
had yet to be notified.

“The coroner has the case — no foul play, and not really
sure why he died,” he said. “They had not actually had a dive
yet; they were swimming out to the spot.”

Regardless of why the man died, Armstrong said the tragic

unit housing development was “profitable” and made
investors “several million dollars.” 

“I would hope everyone would look past [the bankruptcy]
and look at my previous track record,” Meer said. “From
1990 and 2007, I was involved in over 19 projects totaling
over 4,100 housing units, which generated over $470 million
in revenues and $100 million in profits.” 

Meer and Armanasco are also quick to point out retired
Gen. Wesley Clark’s involvement in Project Bella.

“The combination of both gentlemen’s experience and
access to capital should provide confidence to the citizens of
Pacific Grove that Project Bella continues to be on track,
despite the outreach of a disgruntled member of the LLC,”
according to the statement, referencing Crall. 

Meer said he talks to Clark several times a day.
“He is actively involved in the project, and it’s not a fig-

urehead relationship,” Meer said. “We are 50/50 partners.”

accident serves as a reminder of why anyone who chooses to
enter the water needs to be aware of tides, size of swell, rip
currents and other hazards.

“While we have some beautiful coastline, it oftentimes
proves to be much more dangerous than it appears from

shore,” he said. Cal Fire has more than 15 rescue swimmers
spread across its five Monterey Peninsula stations, as well as
the Point Lobos rescue boat and the personal water craft at
Stillwater Cove, “to ensure that we’re always sending every-
thing that we can on these rescues.”
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D E B B Y  B E C K

D E B B Y  B E C K
CRS, GRI, CalBRE 01747647
Monterey County Division Manager ~ REALTOR®
David Lyng Real Estate  
211 Grand Ave, Pacific Grove
831.915.9710
debbybeckrealtor.com
debbybeckrealtor@gmail.com

M A K E  T H E  R I G H T  M O V E  W I T H

302 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE
3 Bedrooms | 2 Full Bathrooms | Offered at $1,449,000

Wishing You a Happy 2017

Lincoln between Ocean & 7th & SW Corner, Carmel-by-the-Sea | 7th & San Carlos, Carmel-by-the-Sea | 211 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove

processed your tax returns, and will be preparing taxes in the
upcoming season,” McEwan wrote. “It will just be myself in
the beginning, and I am at a new address.”

However, news that McEwan has started another business
has riled some former employees, who not only lost their jobs
when Pinnacle unexpectedly shut its doors, but were also not
paid for four days of work.

“I’m furious that [McEwan] is allowed to go on as busi-
ness as usual,” said one former longterm employee, who did
not want to be identified. “My problem is that he hasn’t paid
his employees. He needs to pay his employees first.” 

And the former worker said she and others were shocked
when McEwan — perhaps inadvertently — sent them the
same letter advertising his new tax business. “It’s the princi-
ple of it,” she said. “He hasn’t paid us, he hasn’t contacted
anyone, and yet he is going on like nothing ever happened.”

Another former Pinnacle employee, who worked for the
company for many years and is still owed a week of pay and
compensation for two weeks of accrued vacation, told The
Pine Cone she thinks it’s “ridiculous” McEwan’s running a
new business.

“If he has the funds to rent an office and drive his Audis,
he should be thinking about paying his employees,” said the
employee, who also wanted to remain anonymous. 

‘No money’
In a phone interview with The Pine Cone this week,

McEwan said that while it doesn’t “sit right” if I “can’t pay
staff,” there is simply “no money” to issue final paychecks to
his former Pinnacle employees, which numbered about 25 in
the Monterey and Texas offices.

“It’s not that we have all this money rolling around,”
McEwan said Tuesday morning. “If I had the money today, I
would pay my staff.”

In fact, McEwan said money is so tight that he’s taken up
a part-time job of driving a car for the ride share company,
Lyft, in addition to his tax business. 

While McEwan said it is his “full intention” to pay his for-
mer workers, some of whom worked there for more than a
decade, he didn’t know when that would be. One of the prob-
lems is that Pinnacle’s bank accounts are “frozen,” and
“whatever money” is in there, he “can’t touch,” he said.

When The Pine Cone asked McEwan whether he would
use some of the revenue from his tax business to pay his for-
mer workers he said, “I’m not going to commit to anything
right now. Down the road, if we have dollars left to pay staff,

PAYROLL
From page 6A

See COMPANY page 26A
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CLOSED  MONDAY

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631 | pgtravel.com

Please join the staff of Pacific Grove Travel as we welcome

Collette Travel — Alpine Lakes and Scenic Trains
Special Monterey Peninsula Event!

CALL TODAY

FOR MORE INFOMATION

OR TO MAKE YOUR

RESERVATIONS!

BOOK TODAY!

 January 16, 2017 at 5:00pm
***RSVP for Location

Collette Travel will present 
a wonderful show, including Alpine Lakes 

and Scenic Trains and special details on 
our exclusive tour in June 2017

Joe Shammas, CTC, Owner

CST# 1003488-10

Featuring bio therapeutic
 AND jan mARINI products

skin care & massage

FacialS • Massages
Body Treatments

Gift Certifi cates available

happy new year!

301 Mid Valley Center

626-7546
www.skinovation.org
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allowed for more than a decade in establish-
ments serving alcohol, and no new parking
garages have been built. The land around the
Fish Ranch and the old Odello artichoke
fields has been preserved as open space, and
Hatton Canyon is a greenbelt, not a freeway.
The Forest Theater has been upgraded, “with
great sensitivity shown toward the natural
rustic setting and ambiance,” as the report
predicted.

But no recycling bins or bingo
Predicting the future is impossible, of

course, and therefore, many of their visions
were far from what is now reality in the city’s
hundredth year.

There is no Carmel Land Trust that
acquires property throughout the city on
behalf of the public, and no program offers
“extended on-street parking for a daily fee.”

PREDICTIONS
From page 5A

Ocean Avenue and Junipero Street both still
have four lanes, and no citywide 15 mph
speed limit has been imposed.

The weekly bingo nights established in
1991 have since gone by the wayside, and no
formal bridge or cribbage clubs have been
formed, nor are there “social dancing and
sports competitions … held among the
neighborhood groups.” In fact, very few
neighborhood groups exist.

The city has failed to preserve any of its
movie theaters, let alone the two cinemas
predicted in the report, and the Scout House
has not “remained an attractive, cozy com-
munity meeting area.” In fact, it has been
closed since 2003, though renovation efforts
spearheaded by Eagle Scout candidates may
lead to its being used again in the future.

And, somewhat perplexingly, there are
still no “attractive bins for street-generated
recyclables located throughout the down-
town area,” despite heavy emphasis on
efforts to divert most trash from landfills to
recycling facilities.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!
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A Ministry of the Diocese of Monterey

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services

(855) 894-8431  |  cfcsMonterey.org

San Carlos Cemetery
792 Fremont Blvd, Monterey

Queen of Heaven Cemetery
18200 Damian Way, Salinas

Holy Cross Cemetery
2271 7th Ave, Santa Cruz

LIFE-LONG RESIDENT/
BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL

BUY • LIST • SELL • TRUST
davidbindelproperties.com

831.238.6152

          DAVID
                 BINDEL •

10 minutes from CarmelaiX
Showroom SALE - Open FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11-5   

605a California Ave, Amazing SAND CITY 
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St.     

Turn left.  Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   Phone: 392-7787 

Dishtowels / Runners / Napkins / Olivewood / Biot Glass
 FRENCH TABLECLOTHS 

POLICE LOG
From page 4A

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
in the Real Estate Section

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Wallet found in the
area of Dolores and Eighth. Owner was con-
tacted and will pick it up later.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Suspicious activity
reported on Lasuen south of Rio Road.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Items found at a bus
stop at Junipero and Sixth, and brought into a
local store.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Citizen came into the
station to report they lost a cell phone on Dec.
14.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Police and public
works responded to a report of cable lines in
the roadway on Junipero south of Eighth. Upon
arrival, it was discovered that the cable lines
had fallen due to a tree falling over. A limb
from a city tree also hit a wooden fence at a res-
idence, causing minor damage.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of subjects
soliciting door to door in the area of Lobos and
Second. Police contacted individuals and
warned them of the muni code. One subject, a
23-year-old male resident of Stone Mountain,
Ga.,, had an outstanding misdemeanor warrant.
Subject was booked and released with a cita-
tion to appear.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Adult female was
contacted at her residence following her report
of concerning noises coming from her neigh-
bor’s residence. The female believed her neigh-
bor may be in danger, because people from her
old place of work were stalking her. The female
admitted the instances of feeling stalked or
watched may be her imagination, and she expe-
rienced fear and anxiety regularly. A behavioral
health team member was on scene and provid-
ed information for resources available to her.
The team member acquired the female’s infor-
mation for future follow up.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: During high winds
and rainy weather, a tree limb from a city tree
fell on a parked vehicle at San Calros and
Sixth, smashing the windshield.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A front window at a
business on Ocean west of Lincoln was
smashed.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Money found on
Mountain View was turned in for safekeeping.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Female reported hear-
ing people talking about her and possibly
threatening her. The threats were unfounded,
and the resident believes people are trying to
get her committed or arrested. Mobile crisis or
mental health evaluation was offered, but the
resident denied needing that kind of help.
Resident was counseled but did not meet the
criteria for a 72-hour hold. Information will be
forwarded to mobile crisis for possible follow-
up and further assistance.

Pacific Grove: Citizen was contacted dur-
ing a vehicle check on Ocean View Boulevard
at 0107 hours. An open container was found
inside the vehicle. Citizen was issued a citation
and released to mother.

Pacific Grove: A male walked into a busi-
ness on Lighthouse Avenue and pretended to
“shoot” customers with his fingers. Store
owner requested that police trespass admonish
the male not to return to the business. Officers
made contact and trespass admonished the
male. Officers informed the male he was not
allowed back in the business for a year. Male
said he understood.

Pacific Grove: Citizen came in and report-
ed the theft of medication on Lighthouse
Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Citizen involved in an argu-
ment with aunt. Aunt pushed the citizen, who
left the area and called for ambulance because
of an unrelated medical problem. Advised
medics of physical altercation with aunt. No
visible injury.

Carmel area: A 15-year-old male was
caught with marijuana on a school campus on
Ocean Avenue.

Carmel area: Citizen spotted a subject
stealing a wallet from a car while the owner
was visiting an ATM. Subject dropped the wal-
let and fled when confronted. Investigation
continues.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of two dogs at
large at Dolores and Second. Owner was locat-
ed and cited for a municipal code violation.
Dog owner was warned the day before for the
same violation near the same location.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of a non-
injury accident at Dolores and Eighth.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Hit-and-run traffic
collision on Ocean Avenue. Vehicle was dri-
vable.

Supes OK new contracts for
Sea Otter Classic, Jacks Peak Park

By CHRIS COUNTS

BRUSHING ASIDE the concerns of a
resident who said the Sea Otter Classic
Sports Festival needs more environmental
review, the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously last week to
approve a 15-year deal that will keep the
event at Laguna Seca Recreation Area
through 2031.

The gathering, which has been staged
annually at Laguna Seca since 1991, is billed
as “The World’s Premier Cycling Festival.”
According to its website, it is attended yearly
by more than 10,000 athletes and 70,000
spectators.

But a man who lives along Highway 68
suggested the event’s success is having an
impact on surrounding neighborhoods.

“It’s on a scenic highway, and it’s going to
have significant effects,” said resident Mike
Weaver, who described himself as a bicycle
enthusiast. “It’s growing, and it’s being
encouraged to grow for the next 15 years.”

Weaver questioned why the item was on
the consent agenda of a special meeting at
the end of the year. He said the public hasn’t
had enough time to study it. “Why the urgent
need to put it on the consent calendar?” he
asked. “At the minimum, this needs a public
hearing.”

But county counsel Les Girard disagreed.
“It’s been at Laguna Seca for many years

operating under an existing use permit,” said
Gerard of the event. “This is a continuation
of that event — it’s not an intensification of
use. Nothing is proposed at this time. CEQA
is pretty clear about providing an exemp-
tion.”

Moments later Supervisor Dave Potter
made a motion, and the contract was
approved by a 5-0 vote.

Weaver isn’t the first county resident to
suggest holding existing events to higher
environmental standards. Monterey County
Planning Commissioner Martha Diehl raised
the issue throughout the planning process for
a dog-training facility she wanted to open in
Carmel Valley. 

Her project was rejected after numerous
residents warned about its environmental
impacts. But Diehl pointed out that other
ongoing events located nearby attract far
more people, thereby creating more signifi-
cant environmental impacts.

The 27th annual Sea Otter Classic is
scheduled for April 20-23.

On the same consent agenda, the supervi-
sors approved a contract that would let the
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District
manage county-owned Jacks Peak Park.
Besides managing the park, the park district
plans to develop some camping facilities,
make improvements, and ultimately, link the
park’s trails to others in Carmel, Carmel
Valley and Big Sur.

Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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Clark’s
CARMEL STONE

Boulders, Cobbles, DG, Path Fines
Baserock, Sand and Gravel

Landscape Materials
Delivery Available

Will Clark
831/385-3204

Dedicated Professionals.

Top Producers. 

Committed to Excellence.

LISA BARKALOW 
c 831.594.2155

lisa@lisabarkalow.com 
www.lisabarkalow.com

JACQUIE ADAMS
c 831.277.0971 

jacqueline.adams@sothebyshomes.com
www.jacquieadams.com

english • spanish • french

PAINTER RENDERS EMOTIONS ON CANVAS, DRAWS NATIONAL ATTENTION
By DENNIS TAYLOR

A CARMEL Valley woman who devoted much of her
professional life to studying the workings of the human mind
concluded that there weren’t enough words in the English
language — or, probably, any other — to express the emo-
tions that hide there.

So Patricia Qualls, a clinical psychologist, found a differ-
ent outlet for many of her own deep-seated feelings —
through expressive, abstract art. And some of her original,
intimate, emotion-fueled paintings, to her own great surprise,
have attracted national and international attention. 

Qualls’ work hangs at the Crocker Art Museum in
Sacramento, and is also in personal collections in New York,
Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco, Boston, Dallas, Vail,
Sun Valley, Palm Desert … even Switzerland.

She brings her creations to life in a bright, 1,400-square-
foot studio/gallery in Carmel Valley Village, where they hang
on walls that reach 15 feet above hardwood floors.

It’s a sanctuary where she can laugh aloud, or weep open-
ly, as she creates mostly large pieces — some dark and
moody, others bright and splashy — witnessed only by
Buddy, a friendly, yellow, neighborhood stray cat who comes
and goes on his own schedule.

Patricia Qualls Contemporary, which opened in 2008, is a
significant upgrade from the previous space in her garage,
under a 40-watt bulb, next to the washer and dryer. It’s also

nothing she imagined in her wildest dreams.
“I wasn’t an artistic kid, but we didn’t do anything like

that in our family,” said Qualls, 62, who grew up on a 240-
acre farm in Middle Tennessee, 60 miles from Nashville and
15 from the nearest “town” (which, she says, mostly consist-
ed of a co-op and a cracker barrel). “But when
you live on a farm, you’re always learning
something new, and you’re curious, you’re hav-
ing to repair things, and making do with what
you’ve got.”

est and Gestalt
She fled that solitude to become a stockbro-

ker in Nashville, then followed a boyfriend to
Carmel — a move that changed her life. In
California in the 1980s, she discovered an
openness she hadn’t experienced in the Deep
South.

“There was so much going on at the time
with the personal-growth movement,” she said.
“I went on retreats. I did est (Erhard Seminars
Training, a personal-growth education pro-
gram), and I spent a lot of time at Esalen,
including a month of Gestalt training.

“At 26 or 27, I started into long-term thera-
py for myself, and that changed my world,”
Qualls said. “I realized my life was built

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR

A clinical psychologist and painter who owns a gallery in Carmel Valley Village,
Patricia Qualls uses art to express her own deep-seated feelings.

around assumptions about everything. I recognized walls that
were built around me for survival, versus the availability to
see things in a different way. I think that’s what therapy does,

See ARTIST page 14A
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Self-Defense • Discipline • Respect • Sportsmanship • Exercise

Greg Dow’s Ultimate Fitness Center
1169 Forest Avenue - Pacific Grove, CA

Kick-Boxing 
and Karate Classes

Introductory 
Special Pricing

831-372-3656
www.gregdowsdojo.com

EXCLUSIVE DESIGNER COLLECTIONS
Including Sweaters ~ Trousers ~ Skirts ~ Jackets ~ Coats

6th Ave. & Mission Next to Grasing’s • 831.620.0980 
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-5      *selected items

End of Season Sale
30%-50% OFF*

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122

Can you fulfill her destiny to be 
a loved dog? After coming in as 
a matted stray, this 12-year-old, 
10 pound Poodle mix is now 
looking beautiful and getting lots 
of love! All Destiny needs now 
is a forever family. She is gen-
tle, sweet, good with other pets 
and would likely be an easy fit in 
most quiet homes. 

Destiny

Destiny came to us from Monterey County Animal Services. 

If you’d like to meet Destiny, 
please fill out an online adoption application.

Ad Sponsored by 
Betty P. Bass

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, give us a call.)

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20162500

The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: High Point Insurance 
Solutions, 1586 Moffett St., F, Salinas, 
CA 93905, County of Monterey
Registered Owner(s):
Advice and Life Group LLC, 36 West 
Main St., Suite 600, Rochester, New 
York 14614; New York
This business is conducted by a limit-

ed liability company.
Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A.
S/ Perry Santillo, Manager
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Monterey County on 
December 13, 2016.
12/30/16, 1/6, 1/13, 1/20/17
CNS-2956079#
Publication Dates: Dec. 30, 2016, Jan. 6, 13, 
20, 2017. (PC1241)

Ransford Avenue, were forced to relocate Bruiser to
Castroville after neighbor Ray Magsalay complained repeat-
edly that its poop made his backyard and house smell bad.

While the family visits the pig fairly regularly, their visit
with him Christmas day was a special one, Mark Hanes said.

“We were able to visit with Bruiser and he enjoyed a
stocking and gifts,” including a banana, kiwi and some blue-
berries, he told The Pine Cone.

Santa gave Bruiser a new dog bed and toy, and the
Haneses, including their two children, spent some time with
the animal, which they regard as a regular member of the
family, like their dogs. 

Bruiser now lives with friends, and the large parcel allows
him plenty of room to run around and make pals with other
animals, including three dogs and some ducks.

“It’s very clean and it’s a great situation, aside from the
fact he’s not home with us,” Mark Hanes said

Big fine still pending
Magsalay’s complaints about Bruiser led to a city hearing

in June that resulted in a ruling against the Haneses and an
order compelling them to relocate the pig. The family, who
believe the city has treated them unfairly, took the matter to
Monterey County Superior Court. A judge in May is expect-
ed to consider whether Bruiser can return to his Pacific
Grove home. 

In September, when the Haneses kept Bruiser on their
property after the deadline to remove the animal, the city
sent them an invoice for nearly $8,000. The costs included
$700 for the 14 days the Haneses were being charged $50 per
day for not removing the pig starting Aug. 23, and $6,500
since Sept. 6, when the fines increased to $500 per day.

Lisa Hanes said they haven’t paid the bill, nor has the city

BRUISER
From page 1A

COSTS
From page 1A

mailed them a follow-up invoice.
“No city can just wake up one day and say ‘we can start

charging you,’” she said. “That’s a totally made up fee sched-
ule. They never brought it to the city council to get it
approved, which they should of because they are charging
Pacific Grove citizens.”

The city has also asked that the Haneses pay $900 for the
transcript of the administrative hearing. 

The Pine Cone submitted questions to city manager Ben
Harvey regarding the city’s fines, but Harvey and most other
city hall employees are off work until Jan. 2.

ners and street signs which were carried in the parade, the
event DVD, and the book, “A Village in the Pine Forest:
Carmel-by-the-Sea 1916-2016,” were $37,084.69, though
she said money is still trickling in.

The parade banners made by Trucksis cost $13,185.44,
and the signs cost $699.55, while Kevin Wing was paid
$10,633.36 for video production and 100 copies of the DVD.
The 4,847 copies of the book cost $5,285.06.

The tab for storing the merchandise from March through
September was $5,346.24. (Bills for the more recent months
have yet to be logged.) PayPal received a monthly adminis-
trative fee of $30, and Burghardt+Dore Advertising was paid
$4,185 to develop the e-commerce website and store.

Among the more random items on the expense list were
the time capsule — which cost $1,426.52 — and the $545.21
rental fee for the Dennis the Menace costume used during the
parade.
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and it’s also what art does.”
She entered Pepperdine University as a businesswoman,

and exited with an MBA and a goal to become a clinical psy-
chologist. Pepperdine’s business school is also where she met
Doug Adams, who became her best friend and, in 1995, her
husband.

For Qualls, painting began as “spiritual practice” that
enabled her to release the emotions of her new profession as
a clinical psychologist.

“I’d wake up at 4 or 5 in the morning, open my garage
door to the sunrise, and paint for a few minutes,” she said. “It
started a 10- or 15-minute prayer or meditation, and, of
course, it would go into 30 minutes, or an hour. I’d have to
force myself to stop to go to work, or to drive our son to
school.

“I never, ever thought about painting something to sell it.
I was always painting for myself,” she said.

But within two years, people began buying her work —
friends, at first, then friends of friends, then people she’d
never met, and might never meet again. The only logical
move, her husband determined, was to provide the artist with
a studio.

“I think Doug was just tired of seeing my brushes in the
sink,” she said with a laugh. “But his reaction, after I started
painting, was ‘Wow! I’ve never seen you so joyful.’ It was
just so helpful to have an outlet to release emotion — feel-
ings that I really couldn’t talk about — by putting it on can-
vas.”

Qualls still considers her work so personal that she
declines to sign her paintings on the front. Each is marked
only with her initials on the back.

Over the past eight years, Qualls has married art and psy-
chology by creating multi-day retreats that attract people
from all over the United States — mostly non-artists — who
stay at Bernardus Lodge and come to her studio to paint and
“play.”

“The retreats are mostly about trying to get people to get
out of their heads, helping them trust the process of creating,
allowing creation to flow through them,” she said. 

Her own regimen as an artist also is all about “play,”
Qualls says, thanks in part to her husband, who implored her
to never allow the creation of her art to feel like work.

“When I’m painting, I always feel like I’m in a safe
place,” she said. “Nothing bad can happen while I’m paint-
ing. Nobody’s going to be hurt by something I say or do. I’m
just playing with color and tool. It’s play. It’s the most free
that I’ve ever been.”

Find examples of her work and more information at
www.patriciaqualls.com.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer living in Monterey
County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

ARTIST
From page 12A

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Planning Commission of the City of 
Carmel-by- the-Sea will conduct a 
public hearing in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, located on the east side 
of Monte Verde between Ocean and 
Seventh Avenues, on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2017. The public hear-
ings will be opened at 4:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as  possible.  For the 
items on the agenda, staff will pres-
ent the project, then the applicant and 
all interested members of the public 
will be allowed to speak or offer writ-
ten testimony before the Commission 
takes action. Decisions to approve or 
deny the project may be appealed 
to the City Council by filing a written 
notice of appeal with the office of the 
City Clerk within ten (10) working 
days following the date of action by 
the Planning Commission and paying 
the requisite appeal fee.

If you challenge the nature of the proposed 
action in court, you may be limited to raising 
only those issues you or someone else raised 
at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to the 
Planning Commission or the City Council at, 
or prior to, the public hearing.

Carmel-by-the-Sea
Commercial (CC, SC, RC) Districts 
Re-consideration of recommendations to the 
City Council for an Ordinance amending 
Municipal Code Sections 17.14, 17.56 and 
17.68 to amend the restaurant and food store 
regulations

Carmel-by-the-Sea 
City-Wide 
Consideration of recommendations to the City 
Council for an Ordinance amending Munic-
ipal Code Sections 8.36 and 17.14 adding 

regulations pertaining to nonmedical mari-
juana activities in response to the passage of 
Proposition 64

Carmel-by-the-Sea 
City-Wide 
Consideration of recommendations to the 
City Council for an Ordinance amending 
Municipal Code Sections 17.08 and 17.10 in 
response to recently adopted State legislation 
pertaining to accessory dwelling units

CDP 16-513 (City of Carmel-by-the-Sea)
Scenic Road pathway
between 8th Ave. and Santa Lucia 
Consideration of a Coastal Development 
Permit (CDP 16-513) application for Scenic 
Road Beach Pathway Renovation within the 
City limits of Carmel-by-the-Sea

CDP 16-514 (City of Carmel-by-the-Sea)
San Antonio Ave
between Ocean and 4th Ave 
Consideration of a Coastal Development 
Permit (CDP 16-514) application for im-
provements including new landscaping 
and signage for the median at San Antonio 
Right-of-Way (ROW)between Fourth and 
Ocean. Changes to the curb face along San 
Antonio, repair and revisions  to the retaining 
walls along San Antonio, new parking stall 
markings, removal of two trees at the north 
end of the project area (a pittosporum and an 
eucalyptus), and replacement planting of two 
trees (an oak and a Monterey cypress) are 
also proposed.
 
DS 16-436 (LB Homebuyers) 
Krebs Design Group, Designer 
SE corner of Lopez and 2nd Ave. 
Blk:  KK;  Lot:  30
APN: 010-231-023 
Consideration  of  Concept  Design  Study  
(DS 16-436) and associated Coastal De-
velopment Permit for the construction of a 
new single-family residence located in the 
Single-Family Residential (R-1) Zoning and 
Archaeological Significance (AS) Overlay 

Zoning Districts

DR 16-384 (Fountain) 
Eric Miller, Architect
8th Avenue 2 NW Junipero Street 
Block: 89; Lot: 26
APN: 010-087-020
Consideration of a Concept Design Review 
(DR 16-384) and associated Coastal Devel-
opment Permit for the construction of a new 
multi-family (2-unit) building located on a 
vacant parcel in the Residential and Limited 
Commercial (RC) Zoning District

DS 16-259 (Carmel Way Trust)
Aengus Jeffers, Applicant Representative 
10 Carmel Way
Blk: SD; Lot: 7 
APN: 010-321-021
Consideration of Final Design Study (DS 
16-259), associated Coastal Development 
Permit, lot merger, and lot-line adjustment, for 
the construction of a new residence located in 
the Single-Family Residential (R-1), Park Over-
lay (P), Archaeological Significance Overlay 
(AS), and Beach and Riparian (BR) Overlay 
Zoning Districts. The parcel is adjacent to the 
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area Over-
lay Area (ESHA) of Carmel Beach.

DS 16-260 (Carmel Way Trust)
Aengus Jeffers, Applicant Representative 
10 Carmel Way
Blk: SD; Lot: 9 
APN: 010-321-020
Consideration of Final Design Study (DS 
16-260), associated Coastal Development 
Permit, lot merger, and lot-line adjustment, for 
the construction of a new residence located in 
the Single-Family Residential (R-1), Park Over-
lay (P), Archaeological Significance Overlay 
(AS), and Beach and Riparian (BR) Overlay 
Zoning Districts. The parcel is adjacent to the 
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area Over-
lay Area (ESHA) of Carmel Beach.

DS 16-239 (McLaughlin) 
Brian Congleton, Architect 

1st Ave., 2 SE of San Carlos
Block: 11; Lots: E ½ of 2 and 4
APN: 010-121-024
Consideration of a Final Design Study (DS 
16-239) and associated Coastal Develop-
ment Permit for alterations and an addition 
to an existing residence located in the Sin-
gle-Family Residential (R-1) Zoning District

UP 16-451 (Little Napoli) 
Rich Pepe, Business Owner 
NE Cor. Dolores & 7th 
Block: 76; Lots: 20 & 22
APN: 010-146-007
Consideration of a Use Permit (UP 16-451) 
application to expand an existing restaurant 
(Little Napoli) into an adjacent commercial 
space located in the Central Commercial 
(CC) Zoning District

DS 16-400 (Neckopulos)
Jim and Lynn Neckopulos, Property Owner
 Lobos 2 NE of 4th Ave
Block: 1B; Lot: 4 
APN: 010-013-006
Consideration of a Design Study (DS 16-400) 
application for the construction of a detached 
garage in the composite side-yard setback on 
a property located in the Single-Family Resi-
dential (R-1) Zoning District
 
DS 16-439 (Webster) 
Martha Webster, Property Owner
Camino Real 2 NW of 11th 
Block: Q; Lot: 17
APN: 010-275-008
Consideration   of   a   Design   Study   (DS 
16-439) application for new landscaping 
and an amendment to  a  special  condition  
for  a  previously  approved residential  re-
model  project  located  in  the Single-Family 
Residential (R-1) Zoning District

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea
Marc Wiener, Community Planning and 
Building Director
Publication Dates: Dec 30, 2016. (PC1239)

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM and 5:30 PM

Confessions: Sat. 9:30 to 10:30 AM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

3080 Rio Road, Carmel

8:00 AM Traditional • 10:30 AM & 5:30PM
(831) 624-3883 www.allsaintscarmel.org

CELEBRATE THE L3GHT
All Saints’ Episcopal Church

Dolores & 9th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Loving Child Care, Children’s Sunday School 
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove

(831) 372-5875

TO ADVERTISE CALL (831) 274-8652 OR EMAIL VANESSA@CARMELPINECONE.COM

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

Loving Childcare • Children’s Sunday School
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea

831.624.3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Christian Science Church
Sunday Church and Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m

Reading Room hours: 10 am to 4 pm Mon-Thu, 11 am to 3 p.m. Sat.
Childcare & Parking Provided

Lincoln St. btwn 5th & 6th • 624-3631

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

10 am Worship Service 

“In the Beginning”
Rev. Dr. Mark S. Bollwinkel, Pastor

Guest Musician:  
Daniel Weston, Classical Guitar

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

found at www.butterflychurch.org

Saint John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church

Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.

Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.  

Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln). 

(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com
Full schedule: http://www.stjohn-monterey.org/

My Eyes Have Seen Your
Salvation
10:00 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Jeff Kline

 
 
 

GIFTS YOU WON T WANT 
TO RETURN 

 

Beauty

Join us Sundays at 9:15
Featuring Laura Anderson, soprano

Erdman Chapel, Stevenson School
3152 Forest Lake Road • Pebble Beach • 831-624-1374

Church in the Forest

COMPLIMENTARY gate access & valet parking

pInspiration
Community

Press releases about newsworthy events should go to the following Pine Cone reporters:

Mary Schley: Carmel-by-the-Sea, food & wine, police, fire, 
criminal courts and schools .........................................................................................mary@carmelpinecone.com
Chris Counts: Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Arts & Entertainment and 
scholastic sports.............................................................................................................chris@carmelpinecone.com
Kelly Nix: Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Monterey, Seaside, state government,
civil courts and water ....................................................................................................kelly@carmelpinecone.com

Letters to the editor are only accepted by email and should be sent to mail@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
Press Release guidel ines
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NEW MEMBERS!

JANUARY 2017

ecker GroupThe W
, LLPScholl & Companyy,

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Photos to be published in the Carmel Pine Cone soon!

 to Presenting SponsorSpecial Thanks

The Dance Centerear: YBusiness of the 
ineyards Folktale Winery & Vine:Specialty Food & W

venueA Concours on the isitors:Service to V
The Printer Bob Service to Residents & Businesses:

The Crossroads CarmelRetail: 
 Carmel Realty CompanyReal Estate Services:

The Spa at Pebble BeachPersonal Services:
 Boys & Girls Clubs of Monterey County

Carmel Magazine, Inc.Media & Marketing: 
 Union BankLegal & Financial:

La BalenaDining: 
Cultural Organizations:

AssociationCarmel Art Art Galleries:
s Shoes Carmell Lloyd’Apparel & Jewelry:

 Quail Lodge & Golf ClubAccommodations:

inners!wards of Excellence WA
Congratulations to the

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

  

                                 

RIBBON CUTTING

CHAMBER 101

provided by Holman Ranch.

or call 831-Go to highlandsinn.hyatt.com centennial. 
commemorate our to special events planned of a lot 

e have a room in 2017. W100th year in style by booking 

has Carmel Highlands years these days, but the Hyatt 
ery few things seem to last for 100 iews. VVeVStunning 

ears ofYYe100 , Luxuryears ofYYe100 , ears of HistoryYYe100 

120 Highlands Drive, Carmel        Registration is Full
 5:00 PM - 7:00 PMJanuary 12, 2017

AnniversaryHyatt Carmel Highlands 100th 

STATE OF THE CHAMBER

served courtesy of Bistro Beaujolais.
and pastries will be fee line. Cofffbottom ference in your difff

that can make a connections to establish atmosphere 
network with other new members, this is the perfect 

your can encourage supportive business environment 
a dynamics of how the Carmel Chamber will show you 

w of the history of the An overvieyour business 24/7! 

 required.Free to attend but RSVP
Bistro Beaujolais at Carmel Plaza, Carmel

AMAM - 9:00  8:00 January 17, 2017

New Member Orientation

R WITH POSITIVE PERCENTAGES

about the year ahead. Registration includes a breakfast.
talk President/CEO Monta Potter will 2016, Chamber 

in accomplishments s ’a brief look back at the Chamber
will take e Wpertinent topics. and hear presentations on 

your business, and yourself to introduce you a chance 

.org soon!.carmelchamberat www

10:00 AM- 8:00 AM January 27, 2017

ear of BusinessYYeRing in the New 

org or (831) 624 2522rmelchamber
our business harness the positive reputation you work 
up better against its competition.*
al chamber (e.g., is a chamber board member), consumers 
purchase goods or services from it in the future.*

49% more er of the local chamber of commerce, they are 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

  

                                 

JANUARY CALENDAR

93921         (831) 624-2522PO Box 4444, Carmel, CAA
CARMEL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

.org.carmelchamberwww
For a comprehensive list of local events visit:

CHAMBER SPONSORS

facebook.com/carmelcalifornia .com/carmelchambertwitter .orgcarmelchamber

ells FargoThe Crossroads Carmel • Union Bank • W
eekly • Monterey HeraldWMonterey County 

Bank• Monterey County Lester Investment Properties 

isual Event Specialists, Inc.Audio VGlastonbury 
TV CBS• KION ayland W• Hayashi  Imaging DMT

Inn• Cypress Monte Realty Banker Del Coldwell 
 Realty Company• CarmelCarmel Plaza 

Pine ConeBMW/Porsche of Monterey • Carmel 
DesignsArt Thull Fine Anne Alain Pinel Realtors • 

Executive Leadership Council
Pine Inn
Partner Sponsor

isual Event Specialists, Inc.Audio VGlastonbury 
ayland • Union BankCarmel Realty Company • Hayashi W

Premier Sponsors

START THE NEW BUSINESS YEAR WITH POSITIVE PERCENTAGES

The Schapiro Group.*Study conducted by 

.org or (831) 624-2522.so hard to acheive. Contact Lee Larrew at llarrew@carmelchamber
Join the Carmel Chamber of Commerce now to help your business harness the positive reputation you work 

 to think that its products stack up better against its competition.*10% more likely        are 
     » If a company shows that it is highly involved in its local chamber (e.g., is a chamber board member), consumers 

 to purchase goods or services from it in the future.*80% more likely to think favorably of it and         likely
     » When consumers know a small business is a member of the local chamber of commerce, they are 

...Did you know

As gentle as a lamb and...
tough as a tiger.

At the NE Corner of the Historic Pine Inn

Carol Crandall   (831) 236-2712   |  www.cpphomes.com



ANDY CHRISTIANSEN
CHAIR DOCTOR
MILITARY VETERAN

(831) 375-6206

AMBROSE POLLOCK
CABINETRY, FURNITURE & MILLWORK
Handmade furniture, cabinetry, fine woodwork-
ing since 1979 by craftsman Ambrose Pollock.
Millwork welcomed, wide belt sanding service
available, repairs on valued antiques, slabs and
local woods available at our local shop at 26550
Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel.    Licensed
state contractor #409836, bonded, insured, "old
school" service and guarantee. Call
831.625.6554, email woodart@sbcglobal.net
and website  carmelfurnituremaker.com .       TF

ADAN’S 
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

Lic. # 949011 Tel: (831) 601-9225
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w CAREGIVER

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

w FENCES AND DECKS

w DENTAL

w  FLOORS

w  FLOOR CLEANING

w CABINETRY

w  FURNITURE REPAIR

w CHEF SERVICESw BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING

Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM     
Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

831-394-5900
1664 Contra Costa St., Sand City 

www.cypresscab.com

M-F 9-5pm
Sat. 9-4pm

Sunday-CLOSED

M-F 9-5pm I Sat. 9-4pm I Sunday-CLOSED

Save up to 40% off 
on select flooring storewide

Floor Store USA’s Floor-
ing America

1666 Contra Costa St.
Sand City 

831-583-9124
www.floorstoreusa.com

w ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

Providing caregivers and companions under private
arrangements throughout Monterey County

Call for a consultation
(831) 626-9500 or (831) 444-9500
www.abundantpersonalcare.com

California HCO #274700006

Abundant Personal 
Care Services

Liz Avery

Making Your Life Easier!                831.917.3962

OFFICE MANAGEMENT/BOOKKEEPING
COMMERCIAL OR PRIVATE

BILL PAYING ~ WEEKLY ~ BIWEEKLY OR
MONTHLY ~ QUICK BOOKS ~ HOURLY RATE

Bookkeeping conveniently done in your home office.

w GARAGE DOOR

w GATES

MIKE DONNELLY CONSTRUCTIONMIKE DONNELLY CONSTRUCTION

NEW HOMES / KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

DECKS / ADDITIONS

(831) 383-0549
www.MikeDonnellyConstruction.com
mikedonnellyconstruction@gmail.com

PERSONAL SERVICE WITH AWARD WINNING QUALITY

Lic
. #

58
10

24

Creative Landscape
Yard Maintenance, General Landscaping, 

Field Mowing & Weed Whacking, Retaining Walls
Paver Patios, Brush & Poison Oak Clearing
Weekly ~ Bi-weekly ~ Monthly - Maintenance
Free Estimates ~ Efficient Friendly Service

Call Caleb (831) 254-4939
Lic. 

#993123

831-204-9171
121 FAIRGROUND ROAD, MONTEREY

AARONOVERHEADDOOR.COM

Est. in 1968

Lic. #798434

Gate Service, Repair & Installation. Fabricate Custom
Wood & Steel. We work on any motors.

(831) 655-1419
Showroom: 1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Lic. #900218Garage Door and Motor Service,
Repair and Installation Steel, Wood, 

or Aluminum Garage Doors
Free Estimates (831) 655-1419

www.lighthousedoorandgate.com
1213 Forest Avenue STE A, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Lic.
#900218

Dirty Floors?
Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

CARMEL KITCHENS & BATHS OFFERS YOU UNIQUE

DESIGNS FROM A TEAM OF CERTIFIED KITCHEN & BATH

PROFESSIONALS WITH OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

CUSTOM DESIGN - CUSTOM SERVICE

(831) 624-4667
www.carmelkitchens.com

26386 Carmel Rancho Lane, Carmel, CA 93923

w  CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL
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OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.
(831) 601-9728                                              TF

FIREWOOD
Dry Oak Wood, Dry Eucalyptus.

Cords and 
half cords of each.

Free delivery.
(831) 385-5371

w FIREWOOD

w GARDEN DESIGN

DUKE CONTRACTING & PAINTING
Pride in Customer Satisfaction

All Phases / 31 years exp.
Handyman Services • Drywall • Carpentry

Small Jobs Welcome
(831) 320-1279 cell  Dukerus@att.net

Free Estimates / Bonded & Insured • Lic #561848

w  CONTRACTOR

w  GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

Home Health P
hcnioae Mtetnnie-AraM

l Aanoserer - PviegraC
(831) 917-0490

my@glewocretetnnaieram
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INSTANT GARDEN
~ Instant Joy ~

Garden Design & Installation

We create beauty for your new & existing garden.

Joan Artz, Landscape ca # 874558

Carmel / Carmel Valley / Hillsborough

(831) 236-6163 • www.artzink.net/gardens

24 HOUR LICENSED CARE PROVIDERS AVAILABLE
Highly skilled caregivers with over 20 years in 
the Monterey Peninsula.  Verifiable references. 

Trustworthy, loyal, reliable. 
All licenses in good standing. Hourly rates only.

Call Cynthia 831-210-1238
We are private duty, and have had lifescan background checks

w CLOCK

RAUL M. GARCIA
MASTER CLOCKSMITH

EXPERT CLOCK SERVICE & REPAIR

BY APPT.  831-210-2658
Member NAWCC #157247

w GARAGE DOOR

10% senior 
discount
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w CARPET CLEANING

SEASONDED FIREWOOD
OAK, PINE & EUCALYPTUS

SPLIT & DELIVERED
ALSO, CRUSHED CONCRETE 
WOOD CHIPS, & TOPSOIL 
CALL (831) 633-4420
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Pacific Coast Builders
Serving the Carmel area over 30 years

All phases of Construction 
Specializing in Kitchens & Baths

(Including Handyman Services)

Vince Frumkin (831) 915-8054
Lic. #530446 pcbuilders@live.com

service@carmelpinecone.com

NOTICE:
Service Directory ads are accepted
ONLY by email. Email your ad to 

service@carmelpinecone.com
Please include all copy for the ad,

instructions and any artwork 
request you have. 



www.carmelpinecone.com

Stephen G. Ford Painting Inc.
A Complete Painting Co. 

Serving the Peninsula Since 1969

Professional, Clean, Courteous
100% English Speaking

Employees. 
Call today for a Free Estimate. 

(831) 373-6026
672 Diaz Ave.

Sand City, CA 93955
Fully Insured                         Lic. #266816   
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w PAINTING - COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL   
WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING
Interior and exterior. Top quality yet economical.  

Residential specialist - 35 yrs local references. 
Full range of services. Fully insured, member BBB,

EPA certified firm. Lic. #436767. 

Kofman Enterprises Inc.
PAINTING CONTRACTOR/GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Quality workmanship at reasonable prices.
No job is too small! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your 

window or paint your entire house. Senior citizen discount. 

Fast Response • Many local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please call us at (831) 901-8894
Visa/Mastercard accepted                                                    Lic. #686233

License # 710688
POWER WASHING

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 622-7339 

P.O. Box 4691
Carmel, CA 93921

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

NAT-42043-1

w HYPNOSIS

w HOUSE CLEANING

Experienced • Professional 
Friendly Touch for 30 years

BONDED HOUSECLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

So Many Dustballs 
So Little Time

explore the past
Birdsong Hypnosis

Transforming Lives
www.Birdsonghypnosis.com

or call 831-521-4498

w MOVING
J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132.
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831)
901-5867.                                                        TF

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes 
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

 

Roofing & Solar Perfected Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
www.dorityroofing.com

Lic. #728609

willbullockpainting.com
Call 831.625.3307 or 831.277.8952 for a free estimate

w LIMO,S, AIRPORT SHUTTLE, 
TAXI, TOUR'S

w SEWER & SEPTIC SERVICES

Isabel’s Management Services
15 YRS. EXPERIENCE • PROFESSIONAL & EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay
Residential • Commercial • House Management

Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes 
Window Cleaning • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436
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Lic # 822810

777WEST-COAST-LUXURY
LIMOUSINE'S, AIRPORT SHUTTLE, 

TAXI, TOUR'S

MONTEREY PENINSULA
DIRECT: (855) 917-LIMO (5466)

CELL/TXT: (424) 204-2467

w ROOFINGw ROOFING

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

w TREE SERVICE

TREE TRIMMING
REMOVAL • PLANTING
30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula

TREE SERVICE
JOHN LEY

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES CA LIC. 660892

8 3 1 . 2 7 7 . 6 3 3 2

w  WINDOW CLEANING

Jorge Bracamontes 831.601.1206
www.jbwindowcleaning.net

2 0 %  D i s c o u n t  w i t h  t h i s  a d

Mirros - Screens - Solar Panels - Graffiti 

Skylights - Rain Gutters - Hard Water Stains

JB Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

w  WINDOW COVERINGS

Rod Woodard – Interiors
Window & Floor Coverings, Since 1986

ROD WOODARD, OWNER

Free In Home Shopping
(831) 625-5339

25270 Allen Place, Carmel CA 93923

Interior / Exterior - Senior Discounts 
www.PacificPaintingPg.com

Lic. #845193

831-375-3456

w  WINDOW CLEANING

w  WINDOW CLEANINGw  PROPERTY RESTORATION

w ORGANIZING

TREE TRIMMING
REMOVAL • PLANTING
30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula

TREE SERVICE
JOHN LEY

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES CA LIC. 660892

8 3 1 . 2 7 7 . 6 3 3 2

w TREE SERVICE

w TREE SERVICEw TREE SERVICE

w PAINTING - COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL   

GET ORGANIZED!
WE DON’T ALWAYS REALIZE HOW CLUTTER HOLDS US BACK
FROM MOVING ON WITH OUR LIVES.  IF YOU’D LIKE FAST, 

PROFESSIONALHELP W/ CLUTTER, DONATIONS, YARD
& ESTATE SALES, PAPERWORK, CALL

831-741-6125
LOCAL REFERENCES & EXPERIENCE.

NOTICE: Service Directory ads are accepted ONLY by email. 

Email your ad to service@carmelpinecone.com

Please include all copy for the ad, instructions and any artwork request you have.

NO PHONE CALLS WILL BE ACCEPTED TO PLACE SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS.
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w HAULING

Cornerstone Hauling & Gardening
“Honest Work and Great Prices”

PO BOX 2051MONTEREY, CA 93942 • LIC. #1006071

JORDAN (831) 676-8821
CORNERSTONEHAULING77@GMAIL.COM

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.

15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937   INSURED

SEP
TIC
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STEM
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LIST

Serving Monterey County Since 1956

PUMPED • SERVICED • REPAIRED • INSTALLED

• Sewer & Drain Lines Cleared
• Hydro-Jetting
• Repair & Maintenance 
    of Existing Systems
• Real Estate Loan Inspections
• Grease traps Pumped

Serving All Of Monterey County
Carmel • Carmel Valley • Big Sur • Salinas 

Corral de Tierra • San Benancio

831-659-2465
73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit 26 • In the Village

State Contractors Lic. #494738

TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling.  Yard waste and house-
hold debris. Call Michael  (831) 624-2052 or
(831) 521-6711.                                                TF

67 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Roof and ground mount systems

(831) 394-8581
 ROSSROOFING1950.COM

w MASSAGE
MASSAGE & BODYWORK FOR WOMEN
Swedish, deep-tissue & more. Please call 
831-210-8864 or text for more information.   
                                                                     12-2

JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Painting, and
code compliant laundry water irrigation 
systems. Lic. # 889019
(831) 595-9799                                                 TF

w HANDYMAN

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs,
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts,
Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry, Roof
Debris, Plumbing/Electrical Repairs,
Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof Cleaning.
JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638 Lic. #821763 /
Bonded 10/7

w HAULING

w HAULINGw HEATING

NO HEAT?

Monte re y Fu r n a c e. c om 
372-2803Call Jim (831)

Tune-up 
Service
Repair

Lic# 706690



18A                  The Carmel Pine Cone              December 30, 2016

n “The Carmel Pine Cone is an informative, well written newspaper. Lots of hard work
goes into this fine publication. Keep moving forward!”

n “We love our charming newspaper and the pleasure we get from reading it with our morning
coffee every week, hopefully in a cozy cafe in Carmel. Please never stop the paper newspaper.” 

n “Last year wasn’t great for my family, but I have to let you know that when I turn on the com-
puter on Friday morning or the weekend and see the Pine Cone, I smile.”

n “Thank you for your weekly emails. Even though I’ve lived in France since 2008, I read the
Carmel Pine Cone almost every week as I still have many friends and some family in the
area.”

n “I love receiving the Carmel Pine Cone through my email. Thanks for the intriguing and inter-
esting information!”

n “I have been a faithful reader of the Pine Cone (the email version as well as the paper one)
ever since we moved to Pebble Beach from Woodside in 2001. You are very informative about
whatever happens here. Thank you!”

n “You have a wonderful publication. We read the online edition every week.”

n “Tho’ I live 300 miles away and visit the Peninsula only once a year (for the last 35 years), I enjoy your
newspaper from the first to the last page every week online and I thank you for that.” 

n “Keep up the great reporting! I like reading the truth without the spin unlike other local papers.” 

n “As a longtime reader of your paper, I want to thank you for the great job you and your team do in covering the
area. And I especially like (agree with) your editorial page.” 

n “When in Tucson, I look forward to Friday mornings with great anticipation so I can download the week’s edition of
the Pine Cone and read it cover to cover. This helps me feel connected to this very special community.  
When in our beloved Carmel, each Friday morning I jump in our electric car with our golden retriever, Daisy, by my
side and race down to Ocean and Mission to get the newest edition. Daisy insists on carrying it in her mouth the
entire way home. We have so much to be proud of in Carmel and the Pine Cone sits near the top of the list.”

n “Thanks for the opportunity to read this wonderful little paper. It is much appreciated.”

n “We’ve been email subscribers to the Pine Cone for a year now, ever since we bought a house in Carmel (we still
live in Minnesota but will be retiring in a few years— can’t wait!) I really enjoy reading about our future home town.”  

n “I’m not asking that this be published, but I want to offer my thanks to you for the insights, intelligence and objec-
tivity offered in your paper. What a contrast to most publications out there.”

n “How refreshing to have direct, truthful, no nonsense editorials. Unfortunately, this style of writing has been lost in
our feel good society. Keep at it.”

n “I get The Pine Cone every week and enjoy it more than you can know. What a wonderful paper you have. I read
every word!”

n “I just wanted to let you know how truly outstanding The Pine Cone is. The writing equals, if not exceeds, top-
notch national papers. You and your staff should be proud. I know I’ve told you before how great I think The Pine
Cone is, but it really is a terrific paper.”

n “Thank you for providing balanced and researched reporting and upbeat articles. I hope we have The Pine Cone
around for many years to come. If it gets down to it, I would pay for the subscription to keep the paper viable.”

n “We poll our ticket-buyers as to where they hear about our concerts. You might be surprised to learn how many of
them mention The Pine Cone. Thanks!” 

n “Thanks for the consistently great job you do with your newspaper. I regularly read several newspapers from
around the country and yours has the best editorial integrity — bar none. Keep up the good work!”

n “I look forward to The Pine Cone more than you will ever know.”
— unsolicited reader comments

T R U S T E D B Y L O C A L S A N D L O V E D B Y V I S I T O R S S I N C E 1 9 1 5

We’re lucky to have such devoted readers ...

“It’s fun to come
to work when
people think
you’re so good”

21,000 copies in print • 15,000 subscribers online • 102 years of serving the community
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THIS EEK &
ENTERTAINMENT • ART

RESTAURANTS • EVENTSW Food &Wine
Dec. 30, 2016 - Jan. 5, 2017

Jalisco harpist William Faulkner (left) is one of 20 musical acts scheduled to play Dec. 31 at First Night Monterey. Pianist Keiko Shichijo (above left) performs
with her husband, contrabass flutist Ned McGowan, Dec. 2 at Stevenson School in Pebble Beach. An Aztec dancer (above right) performs at First Night.

TENS OF thousands of people are expected to pour into
downtown Monterey Saturday, Dec. 31, for the 24th annual
First Night celebration, which among its highlights, will pro-
vide stages for 65 performers — including 20 musical acts.

“It’s a wonderful way to ring in the New Year  — early or
late,” declared Ellen Martin, the executive director for First
Night Monterey. “There’s something for everybody.”

When the clock strikes midnight, Red Beans and Rice
will welcome the New Year at the Golden State Theatre by
serving up a dance-friendly mix of New Orleans-inspired
rock ’n’ blues.

A number of acts are making their first appearance at First
Night Monterey, including Valley Soul, Derek Bodkin &
The Hovering Breadcat Folk Ensemble, and an acoustic
duo, Dan Frechette & Laurel Thomsen. Martin described

put it on a flatbed trailer,” she explained. “He’s created multi-
level staging with all kinds of great visuals, and he’s bringing
in a lot of performers.”

The lineup also features veteran First Night favorites like
Heartstrings, The Black Irish Band, Guitars Not Guns,
The Dave Holodiloff Band, The Monterey Bay Belles,
Samba Légal and I Cantori Di Carmel. And besides live
music, the celebration includes an array of family-friendly
performances, exhibits and activities. 

All-event buttons are $24 for adults and $18 for kids and
teens under 15. Children under five get in free. Discounts are
available if purchased by Dec. 30. 

To buy buttons or see complete schedule of events, visit
http://www.firstnightmonterey.org.

FIRST NIGHT TURNS 24, KICKS OFF NEW YEAR WITH NEW ACTS, OLD FAVORITES
Valley Soul as a “powerhouse” pop-rock band with har-
monies, while noting that Bodkin & Co. play rock “with a
Celtic twist.” She said Frechette & Thomsen present a “really

sweet mix of gospel, blues and vintage country.”
Martin said one of this year’s highlights promises to be a

performance by percussionist Jayson Fann, whose last local
outpost was the Big Sur Spirit Garden. 

“Jayson has created a huge drum out of a log, and he has See MUSIC next page

On A High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS
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n A new CD and a 
visit with mom

Widely recognized for his mastery of a
rare instrument, the contrabass flute, Ned
McGowan will play a free concert Monday,
Jan. 2, at Stevenson School’s Church of the
Forest in Pebble Beach. McGowan will be
joined by his wife, pianist Keiko Shichijo.

The concert will not only offer McGowan
a chance to share his new recording, “The Art

MUSIC
From previous page

n Mince pies and 
17th century music

While many musicians — and late night
revelers — will no doubt be taking New
Year’s Day off, the Carl Cherry Center for the
Arts will get an early start on 2017 when the
nonprofit offers its annual baroque concert,
“Mince Pies and Panettone,” Sunday, Jan. 1,
at 3 p.m.

“The earthy and winsome English meet
the sophisticated and witty Italians for an
afternoon New Year’s Day concert,” reads an
invitation to the event. “This year, harpsi-
chordist Michael Peterson joins Elizabeth
Gaver on the violin and Penny Hanna on

Ned McGowan,
who grew up in
Carmel Valley, plays
the contrabass flute,
which is known for
producing particular-
ly low tones. He 
performs Jan. 2 in
Pebble Beach. 

of the Contrabass Flute,” but visit with family
and friends. McGowan and his wife live in
Holland, but he grew up in Carmel Valley.
His mother is Monterey Peninsula attorney
Anne McGowan.

A master at playing an instrument that
most people aren’t familiar with, McGowan
described it as a “huge version of a regular
flute.”

“You get really low tones,” he explained.
“For me, after playing the soprano flute, the
contrabass flute really opened the bottom
half of music for me. You can do all sorts of
beautiful things with it.”

McGowan will perform music from his
new record, several other original works, and
a piece by Salvatore Sciarrino, while Shichijo
will play works by early 20th century
Armenian composer Vardapet Komitas and
contemporary Belgian composer Frank
Nuyts. Earlier this year, The pianist released
an entire album of music by Komitas, whose
efforts to preserve his people’s folk music
earned him the title, “The Savior of
Armenian Music.”

McGowan said his wife has a devoted fol-
lowing in Europe. “She brings this Japanese
sensitivity for small nuanced touches,” he
added. “Her sense of color and timing are
unique.”

The concert starts at 3 p.m. The school is
located at 3152 Forest Lake Road.

the viola da gamba to present an assortment
of styles from the 17th century.”

Tickets are $25. The Cherry Center is
located at Fourth and Guadalupe. Call (831)
624-7491.

n Live Music Dec. 30-Jan. 5
Barmel — C.B. Brand (country, Friday

from 4 to 9 p.m.). San Carlos and Seventh,
(831) 626-3400.

Bay of Pines restaurant in Monterey —
The Monterey Jazz Festival All-Stars pres-
ent “A Swingin’ New Year’s Eve” (Friday at 7
p.m.); and singer-songwriter Kiki Wow and
friends (pop and rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.).
150 Del Monte Ave., (831) 920-3560.

Bon Ton L’Roy’s Lighthouse
Smokehouse in Monterey — American
Trashbird (rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.). 794
Lighthouse Ave., (831) 375-6958.

Carmel Valley Ranch —  The Kyle
Crane Trio (jazz, Saturday at 5 p.m.); and
singer Natasha Agrama (jazz, Saturday at
10 p.m.). 1 Old Ranch Road, (831) 625-9500.

Cibo Ristorante Italiano in Monterey —
No Water After Midnight (pop and r&b,
Friday at 9 p.m.); singer Lee Durley and
pianist Joe Indence (jazz and swing, Tuesday
at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s Fault (Wednesday at 7

See LIVE page 25A
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WHEN YOU’RE on the hunt for the perfect wine to take
to someone’s house for dinner, need an interesting and eso-
teric bottle to give your favorite wine geek, or want to know
which wine would pair best with the pork loin you’re making
for dinner, Patrick Schrady is your guy. As the resident wine
expert at Nielsen Bros. Market for a quarter-century, he’s
fielded many questions like those.

Schrady hadn’t meant to pursue a career in wine, but din-
ner with the market’s former longtime owners, Merv and
Nancie Sutton, changed that. That evening, as he and Merv
perused the wine list, Schrady recalled, “He said, ‘You know
something about wine. I need someone to run my wine
department.’”

He already had a job at one of the town’s hotels and wasn’t
searching for a new one, but after giving it some considera-
tion, Schrady decided to make the switch.

“Then I got started and was really overwhelmed — I was-
n’t sure if I made the right choice,” he said. “The first day,
someone asked me what was in Cote du Rhone rouge, and I
had no idea.” 

It was 1991 — Google wasn’t even a twinkle in someone’s

Big Sur Health Center. Foragers Festival events include
exclusive dinners on Friday, the Fungus Face-Off tasting and
marketplace Saturday, the Saturday night Chefs Dinner, and
foraging hikes on Sunday.

New this year, Emanuele and Anna Bartolini, owners of
La Balena restaurant on Junipero Street between Fifth and
Sixth avenues, will host a special truffle dinner Jan. 13, start-
ing at 6:30 p.m., for $175 per person. The five-course meal
will focus on the wild mushrooms and black and white
Italian Alba truffles the Bartolinis gathered during their
recent three-week trip to Italy. Wines for the evening will be
donated by Bernardus Winery and Chappellet Wines.

Also on Friday, executive chef Chad Minton will present
a three-course dinner paired with Bonny Doon Vineyard
wines in the intimate wine room at the Hyatt Carmel
Highlands, for $175 per person. The evening will begin with

Celebrating a local wine expert, preparing for Foragers Fest, and tasting tequila
1933.

“That kind of longevity and maintaining relationships are
important,” he said. “And keeping your eyes open for the next
best thing.”

Schrady said he’s grateful to have worked at the market,
which was purchased by Tigran and Azniv Amirkhania from
the Suttons in 2009, for all these years, and he’s looking for-
ward to many more.

“It’s been the right fit,” he said. “It wasn’t necessarily my
intention — I was just having dinner.”

Schrady’s tenure at Nielsen Bros. will be celebrated dur-
ing a special Moet & Chandon Champagne tasting Friday,
Dec. 30, from 4 to 6 p.m. Brand ambassador Cameron
Christie will be there to pour a selection of Moet & Chandon
bubbly, and to raise a toast to Schrady. The tasting is free, and
the market is located at San Carlos and Seventh.

n A few spots left
The second seating for Mundaka’s New Year’s Eve dinner

and celebration is already full, but a few spots remain at the
6 p.m. seating, and chef Brandon Miller this week revealed
the dishes guests will be enjoying throughout the evening.
Attendees will be able to choose four-course vegetable, fish
and meat options, and Miller will also be making hors d’oeu-
vres that will be passed throughout the evening, like truffle
chicken wings, soft scrambled eggs with caviar, crispy sweet-
breads with lemon caper butter, and lobster salad. Dinner
costs $65 per person, and reservations can be made by calling
(831) 624-7400. The restaurant is located on San Carlos
north of Seventh. After the night’s festivities, it will close
from Jan. 1 to Jan. 12 for annual cleaning, repairs and staff
training.

Next door, at Barmel, New Year’s Eve revelers who pay a
$10 cover will receive a well drink or tap beer, along with the
chance to dance all night, and in the Carmel Square court-
yard, the party will continue in the theme of “futuristic
Spain.” One vacant shop space will be transformed into a
lounge, and a photo booth will be set up in the restaurant’s
café space.

n Bloody skills
Bull and Bear Whiskey Bar and Taphouse on Alvarado

Street in downtown Monterey will hold its 2nd Annual New
Year’s Day Bloody Mary Contest Sunday, Jan. 1. YettiFest,
the bar’s annual music festival, is presenting the competition,
which will feature “fresh and unique ideas from the most
popular drinking establishments on the Peninsula.”

“What better way to crawl into the New Year, than with a
cocktail as distinctive as your fingerprint?” organizers asked.

The event will also feature live music and a raf-
fle benefitting local charities.

The bar is located at 479 Alvarado St. For
more information, visit http://www.bulland-
bearca.com.

n Tasting tequila
Lopez Restaurante y Cantina, located at 635

Cass St. in Monterey, will showcase “some
amazing tequila” and offer appetizers during a
special tasting Thursday, Jan. 5, from 6 to 8
p.m. Four brands will be featured, with a dozen
different tequilas to taste. The cost to attend is
$10, and only people of legal drinking age are
allowed to attend.

n Foragers Fest in C.V. this year
Ventana Inn is undergoing an overhaul, so

the Big Sur Foragers Festival — set for Jan. 13-
15 — is moving to the inn’s sister resort, the
award-winning Carmel Valley Ranch, this year.
A few new elements have also been added to
the festival, a key fundraiser for the nonprofit

soup to nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

The affable and knowledgeable Patrick Schrady has shared his wine wisdom with
Nielsen Bros. customers for 25 years. A special toast will be raised to him during a
Moet & Chandon tasting Dec. 30.

eye — so he plunged himself into the effort of learning every-
thing he could from his coworkers, sales people, wine reps,
knowledgeable clients, and books.

“I figured out what parts I needed to know first, and have
been trying to figure it all out ever since,” he said. “It’s an
inexhaustible thing — there’s always something else to know
or try.”

Other than a six-month stint in the mid-1990s when he
worked for a winery in Germany’s Rheingau region, and serv-
ing as a part-time sommelier at the Post Ranch Inn’s Sierra
Mar restaurant, Schrady has worked only at Nielsen Bros.
ever since.

“I was able to gain experience and see the other side of the
fence, in production and on the restaurant side,” he said. “But
retail suits me best.”

His knowledge and longevity also benefit customers who
are searching for hard-to-get wines. Because he’s been able to
develop and maintain relationships with wineries and distrib-
utors, Schrady stocks several highly allocated wines, like
Spottswoode, Pisoni, Joseph Phelps Insignia and Opus One.
“We want them, and they want to be with us,” he said.

It also helps that Nielsen’s was the first business in the city
to obtain a liquor license after the repeal of Prohibition in

Continues next page

Hotels and B&B’s
Would you like The Pine Cone

in your guest rooms?

Call Scott 261-6110

The Monterey

Peninsula 

has some of 

the world’s best

restaurants!

And Pine Cone readers are the
people who appreciate them! 

Keep them up-to-date about your
newest menu additions, 

finest wines, and special events

Call Larry Mylander 

(831) 274-8690
larry@carmelpinecone.com

or Meena Lewellen

(831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.com
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live music from Dino Vera and passed appe-
tizers at 6:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 7.

Saturday is the busiest day of the festival,
with the popular Fungus Face-Off taking
place in a large tent on the golf course at
Carmel Valley Ranch from 1 to 4 p.m.
Tickets are $65 per person and include tastes
of the culinary creations from C.V. Ranch
executive chef Tim Wood, chef Matt Glazer
of Glazer Food and Beverage, Minton,
chef/owner Soerke Peters of Basil Seasonal
Dining, chef Angela Tamura from Peppoli at
Spanish Bay, Rio Grill executive chef Cy
Yontz, Tarpy’s Roadhouse executive chef
Todd Fisher, pastry chef Ben Spungin from
Sierra Mar at the Post Ranch Inn, and the
culinary team of Alvarado Street Brewery. 

The Quail and Olive, Carmel Honey
Company, Big Sur Sea Salt, Salt Roots Soap
Company and Moss Botanicals will also be
offering samples.

The libation lineup includes wine and
beer from Holman Ranch, Mesa Del Sol,

Bernardus, McIntyre Vineyards, Chappellet,
Twisted Roots, Chesebro Wines, De Tierra
Vineyards, Morgan Winery, Bonny Doon,
Filipponi Ranch Cellars, Firestone Walker
Brewing Company, Belgian Pacific, Blair
Winery, Alvarado Street Brewery, and Mad
Otter Ale.

A vendors market will follow, from 4 to
5:30 p.m., and the sellers will donate a por-
tion of their proceeds to the health center.

That evening, chef Wood will partner
with high-profile chef and restaurateur
Rodney Worth, who owns a half-dozen
restaurants in the East Bay, along with The
Pear Southern Bistro in Napa, for the Chefs
Dinner. 

According to organizers, “These two culi-
nary contemporaries have much in common,
as Wood and Worth each carry out a farm-to-
table approach using local, sustainable ingre-
dients, and are passionate supporters of sus-
tainability initiatives, including the
Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch
program.” 

Their “intimate forage-inspired feast”
will include wine pairings, and will begin at

6 p.m. The cost is $175 per person.
The festival will wrap up with two guided

foraging walks from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Sunday, each priced at $60 per person.
The beginner-level mushroom foraging walk
will take place in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park,
while the intermediate hike will explore
some of the Ventana Wilderness.

Proceeds from the weekend’s events will
help support the continued presence of local
healthcare services in the Big Sur area. The
nonprofit Big Sur Health Center provides
valuable medical and health-related services,
priced on a sliding scale, for residents, as
well as for the numerous tourists and others
who also need care. 

During last summer’s Soberanes Fire, the
center’s staff cared for some of the thousands
of firefighters who converged on the area to
help battle the devastating blaze, which con-
sumed more than 130,000 acres, destroyed
57 homes, injured many, and killed one fire-
fighter.

For details on the Foragers Festival, visit
http://www.bigsurforagersfestival.org. For
tickets to the events themselves, go to
https://www.eventbrite.com.

n Food for Fines through Jan. 6
Harrison Memorial Library and the Park

Branch will continue accepting food dona-
tions in exchange for waiving late fees
through Jan. 6. Patrons who owe the library
for overdue books, DVDs or other items are
encouraged to clear them by supporting a
worthy cause. One can of food, or four bags
of ramen, equals $1 in fines.

Foods that are in the greatest demand
include canned meats and fish, stew, chili
and hearty soups; peanut butter; boxed mac-

aroni, and cheese and pasta meals; canned
fruits, juice and vegetables; and dry cereal,
rice and pasta. No glass containers or outdat-
ed food will be accepted.

The libraries are located at the corner of
Ocean and Lincoln, and at Sixth and
Mission.

n C.V. Women’s Club at Rio
Artist Patricia Qualls — whose works are

featured at Trio Carmel on Dolores Street
— will be the special guest during a lunch
hosted by the Carmel Valley Women’s Club
at the Rio Grill restaurant in the Crossroads
shopping center Wednesday, Jan. 4, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The cost to attend is $40 per person, with
the proceeds going toward the group’s schol-
arships. To register, visit http://www.carmel-
valleywomensclub.org/whoweare/patricia-
qualls or call Penny Wood at (831) 624-
3081.

n Wine Wits
Christian Adams, wine manager of

Montrio Bistro in downtown Monterey, has
introduced Wine Wits, focusing on specific
wines each month. According to Adams,
January will highlight Pinot Noir from
Germany, France and California.

“These are the three largest producers of
the Pinot Noir grape,” he said. “Germany has
a growing history of over 800 years. France
— Burgundy in particular — is the birth-
place of the grape. California has done an
amazing job of creating a more fruit-forward
version of the varietal.” Montrio is located
on Calle Principal and is open nightly. Visit
http://www.montrio.com to learn more.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

From December 26th - 31st 
enjoy 20% off Folktale 

Sparkl ing Brut and Folktale 
Sparkl ing Rosé Brut!

www.FolktaleWinery.com

R i ng  i n  t h e  
N e w  Ye a r  w i t h  
FOLKTALE

B u b b l e s !
From December 26th - 31st

enjoy 20% off Folktale
Sparkling Brut and Folktale

Sparkling Rosé Brut!

www.FolktaleWinery.com
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 
    5:00 – 9:00PM     $88

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT EDGAR’S

Join us for Executive Chef Brian Kearns’ 
New Year’s Eve Extravaganza. 

Three Course Dinner Featuring
 Your Choice Of:

• 
•  Roast Chicken Breast
• 
•  White Sea Bass
• 
• 

For full menu please visit 
quaillodge.com/dining/edgars.



Editorial

Mr. Panetta goes 
to Washington

IN THE 1939 classic drama, “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” an unpreten-
tious Boy Scout leader is picked for the U.S. Senate by a frightened governor
from an unnamed Western state who’s being mercilessly pressured by a media
baron and interest groups to name someone they can control. 

Unable to choose between two experienced candidates, and desperate to
escape the political consequences of making the wrong decision, the governor
turns to Jefferson Smith — played by Jimmy Stewart — figuring the newcomer
at least won’t offend anybody or do any damage.

But when he heads to Washington, the hayseed Smith turns out not only to be
inexperienced, but also to have principles. Despite immense pressure by politi-
cal and business leaders to give up his campaign to create a national Boy Scout
camp on valuable land, Smith stages a filibuster and wins the day, in the process
exposing corruption in his home state on a massive scale.

The movie was an unexpected hit, drawing Americans by the millions to see
a story that embodied their ideals about government the way it was supposed to
be, not the way it was. And the No. 1 quality Smith had that made him a hero
was his independence.

Next week, for the first time in many years, the people of the Monterey
Peninsula will send a newcomer to represent them in Washington — a city that
is more dysfunctional, more beholden to special interests, and more divided than
it has been since Reconstruction. The federal government of 1939 seems posi-
tively quaint compared to the money-laden, wasteful, counterproductive and
phony institutions that fill the nation’s capital today. And the political leaders of
the 1930s all seem like Jefferson Smiths compared to the schemers and liars we
put up with in the 2010s.

Unfortunately, another of our current political system’s worst features is its
ability to corrupt anybody who comes near it, and one of the principal ways it
does that is the seniority system that rules the day in Congress — a system that
relegates newcomers, no matter how qualified or well meaning, literally to the
back bench. The only way to get power is to be in office a long time, which in
most cases means that by the time you get a committee chairmanship or party
leadership position, you’ve long since sold out. Meanwhile, freshman congress-
men and senators are told what to do, when to do it, and who to do it to.

However, our new congressman, Jimmy Panetta, is in a position to resist the
usual pressures. First of all, his father served long and well in a multitude of
offices, so Panetta has the advantage of having an immediately recognizable
name. No laboring in anonymity for him.

Furthermore, having been a prosecutor, and with a wife who is a sitting judge,
Panetta has the training and the experience to recognize B.S. when it’s offered
to him. After all, no place has more baloney presented as truth than the criminal
courts. 

And having been elected in November by a huge margin, there can be no
doubt in Panetta’s mind that he has the support of the people back home.

Which leaves just one element for him to become a Smith-like presence on
Capitol Hill: The personal fortitude. 

When Speaker of the House Paul Ryan or House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi tries to take this country down the wrong path, will Panetta have the
courage to say, “No”? When President Donald Trump or Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer is up to no good, will Panetta have the strength of character to
object?

We understand that Panetta will need time to find his way around his new
congressional office, much less the corridors of power in Washington. We’re not
expecting him to take the place by storm. We are also mindful that, in many
ways, it will be harder for him to resist pressure from his own party than from
the opposition.

But what we and all his constituents are expecting is for him not to become
just another platitude-mouthing sycophant to the all-too-familiar political lead-
ers. 

Please have the courage to always speak your own mind, Jimmy. If you do,
we will always be with you.

‘Usual reasons’ are
still good reasons

Dear Editor,
Last week’s Pine Cone presented oppos-

ing views of the permit application to estab-
lish a First Baptist Church on Cachagua
Road.

One view came from me, a resident of
Cachagua and owner of one of the properties
that borders the current residential parcel
where the church would be located. The
other came from Christine Williams, a mem-
ber of the Sanctuary Bible Church in Mid
Valley and resident of Carmel Valley Village.
She speaks of a small group (20) of good
people not loud or rowdy. 

The environmental documents from the
county, however, talk of growth to a congre-
gation of 90 with a collection of day and
night activities. Many of these people would
come from outside Cachagua thereby adding
traffic to our very dangerous road. 

Adding to the safety concerns is the actu-
al location of the property. It is bordered by
a narrow, one-way bridge on one end and a
hill/curve combination on the other. 

Rezoning this property would change the
current resource conservation, low use zon-
ing to one of high commercial use. 

The opposition of the community is not
about a church and the good things it can do.

It is about the location of the church. The
residential property at 19345 Cachagua
Road should remain as it is, a rural, residen-
tial property that is zoned resource conserva-
tion with its low-use requirement. Any
church or high use activity should be located
on those parcels within Cachagua that are
zoned for such use. Right now, the former
General Store appears to be a logical choice.

Don Bonsper, Cachagua

‘Apology to the people of
Pacific Grove’
Dear Editor,

In last week’s Pine Cone, David
Armanasco disagreed with my criticisms of
Ronald Meer’s management of Domaine, the
developer of Project Bella. Grant Sedgwick
and I remain shareholders in Domaine,
which we co-founded. We agreed to Meer’s
management at Wesley Clark’s insistence.
We resigned from our operational roles
because of the financial irregularities under
Meer’s management that we discovered this
past August. We immediately asked Clark to
investigate, personally and in repeated writ-
ten requests, but to no avail.

Armanasco’s intended comments regard-
ing broker registration deftly parse words; he
is simply wrong. The securities laws are
specifically designed to protect investors and
communities from the intentional misrepre-
sentations of unscrupulous issuers and
unregistered brokers. It is sad when real peo-
ple are fooled out of their hard-earned sav-
ings. Meer was sanctioned by the NASD for

See LETTERS next page
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Defined by hospitality and 
hopelessly in love with his home

IF YOU hang around Monterey’s Hyatt
Regency long enough, you’ll be glad-handed
by the dapper and enthusiastic David
Lambert, who’s the hotel’s director of sales
and marketing. He’s been there for more than
seven years and at one point worked at both
the Monterey property and the Highlands
Inn.

But even before he came here, Lambert
had a hospitality and business career that
dates back to the late 1970s. And he might
have taken a different
path if not for the fact
he graduated from
college in 1982.

After earning a
bachelor’s degree in
early childhood edu-
cation at San Diego
State, Lambert said
he was put off going
into that career path
by the then-nascent
and already infamous
McMartin Preschool
child abuse case and
all the surrounding
publicity.

However, Lambert
had worked his way
through high school
and college by doing various jobs at San
Diego’s iconic Hotel del Coronado. He said a
surfer buddy called him one Saturday and
asked if he wanted to work that evening. 

“I showed up, they gave me a jumpsuit,
and I started parking cars. At the end of the
night, they gave me a big bag of money,” he
remembered.

Soon Lambert was a regular employee,
and worked as an elevator operator, bellman,
and he said that by the time he finished was
one of just three doormen — something he
was quite proud of. 

“There’s only one Hotel del Coronado,”
he said.

When he finished college,
Lambert went to work for the
Hilton chain, in a series of
progressively more responsi-
ble sales and marketing jobs
in San Francisco, Oakland and
Irvine. 

Then he became director of marketing for
Nikko Hotels, a Japanese chain that was just
making its entrance in the United States. He
helped open the company’s hotels in Atlanta,
Ga., and San Francisco.

What does that involve? 
There’s a great deal of shopping, for one

thing, for everything from linens and dishes
to carpeting and curtains. 

“It’s all-encompassing,” he said. There’s

also a whole lot of hiring, training and team-
building, something Lambert enjoys. 

“I like bringing people along,” he said,
noting that at his current job, he’s seen
employees work their way up from the front
desk to management positions.

From Nikko, Lambert moved on to the
Four Seasons and worked in Newport Beach
and San Francisco. He also was on the open-
ing team for the hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia,
where he was director of marketing in the

mid-1990s. 
He said the property had been

built seven years before it opened,
and had been left dormant. 

“It was a stunning building in
downtown Jakarta, just sitting
there,” he said.

He remembered his time in
Indonesia as “exciting and a lot of
fun,” and described the city as a
place of stark contrasts between
abject poverty and great wealth.

Lambert started working with
Hyatt in 2009, after helping to open
a luxury resort called Bardessono,
in Napa Valley. 

He and his wife, Shelby, had
been living in the San Francisco
area when he got the offer to work
at the Hyatt in Monterey. They now

live in Carmel Valley and he’s a veritable
walking chamber of commerce for the
Peninsula.

He said he loves taking visitors around
Carmel Valley Village and showing them the
great restaurants and numerous tasting
rooms there. 

“It’s been fun to watch it grow and
change. It’s got a great vibe,” he said. 

He likes hiking at Soberanes Point, too.
And he and Shelby have three pretty pre-

cocious children, the oldest of whom, Abby,
was recently accepted at MIT.

In fact, if you ask Lambert what he does
for fun, his first answer is, “I have three chil-

dren.” Then he gets around to talking about
cooking, baking and home-brewing his own
beer. Most of all, though, he said, “We’re big
fans of taking in all of the Peninsula. So
many people come here once a year and
don’t even spend the night.”

You can almost picture him scratching his
head at that notion, can’t you?

To suggest someone for this column,
email elaine@carmelpinecone.com.

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER

David Lambert

Don’t miss “Scenic Views,” by
Jerry Gervase, every week in the 

Real Estate Section.

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com
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BROCCHINI-RYAN
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Happy 
New Year!

Visit www.CarmelAbodes.com  
for current and historic market data.

Wishing all of our clients a

his own failings, not those of “somebody
else.” This is in the public record.

All companies that engage in business in
California must be registered here, including
those organized in other states. Meer and
Clark have not registered Domaine, a
Delaware company, to do business in
California. This is a violation of California
law and puts at risk the validity of every con-
tract that Meer has signed, including with the
City of Pacific Grove and for the financing
of Project Bella.

What is there to show Pacific Grove for
the “millions of dollars” that have been
spent? Meer has not paid for or produced
design drawings, he hasn’t submitted a com-
pleted application for the EIR, and the EIR is
not underway. But, Domaine does have a lot
of unpaid local bills, probably still totaling
over $130,000, and Meer has paid hundreds
of thousands of dollars to himself and his
affiliates. Will Meer open Domaine’s books
so the public can see where the millions
went?

The acrimonious litigation that seems to
follow Meer everywhere will make it very
difficult to raise money for Project Bella and
will embarrass our community.

I sincerely apologize to the people of
Pacific Grove for inviting Meer and Clark
into our project, and to our community. 

Michael Crall, Carmel

The danger to communities
Dear Editor,

Elitism and the power of assets are more
of a danger to our communities than physical
development. It’s easier to regulate construc-
tion than regulate egos. May I suggest that
where land has become so scarce and nature
is at risk, offsets are a way for developers to
mitigate impact? One sees so many neglect-
ed or moribund buildings, especially busi-
nesses along highways and in rural areas in
Monterey County. Perhaps if people wanting
to build anew were given the option to
deconstruct crumbling and neglected build-
ings and restore the land in trust as preserves
for species propagation and open space, a
consensus could be reached using quid pro
quo?

Cannery Row is certainly overbuilt, and
could benefit from such efforts. A light rail
system for commuters from the suburbs
could do a lot to lessen that horrific traffic
issue. Underground parking structures could
alleviate the blight of too many cars parking
on downtown surface streets. It seems possi-
ble that developers could be offered the

chance to participate in a planning-sanc-
tioned guild that contributed and orchestrat-
ed such improvements, keeping them in the
private sector at the same time (thereby
relieving the harried administrations of fis-
cal and maintenance duties)?

By the way, we noticed the same prob-
lems facing the Santa Inez Valley and
many such places in California, a way to
accommodate visitors, locals, and low-wage
earners while maintaining the sovereignty of
nature and legacy inhabitants. Mitigation as
a sort of voluntary tax can provide at least
some of the solution. The problem with park-
ing is that there ain’t none, but were it sub-
terranean and affordable, it wouldn’t blight
Big Sur or Carmel, for instance.

John P. Chambers, Carthage, Illinois

‘No one else would want you’
Dear Editor,

I look forward to Thursday evenings and
receiving my email copy of the latest edition
of The Pine Cone. It is always entertaining.
As a born-and-raised Californian, I am for-
ever amused by what the nutcases on the
Monterey coast consider “serious issues”:
People getting food at counters, injuries in
tap dance classes, tripping on cobblestones,
pigs in yards, a city hall polluted with a con-
stant turnover of clowns, fraud, corruption,
abuse of (barely palpable) power, the audac-
ity of those horrible sales people hocking
their wares on the sidewalk, and making sure
Starbucks and the like never descend upon
the town. The medicated, dedicated, overly
ego-inflated liberal hippies from years gone
by who can’t seem to grow an honest bone in
their creaky old bodies. Hypocrites all. 

Collectively, individually, and always,
your farcical hamlet appears frozen in mis-
ery and dread. The weirdest collection of
locals imaginable, living their lifetimes there
for one reason: No one else would want you
and you would never be able to survive else-
where. Good luck with your ordinances,
incompetence, corruption, and deplorable
rental rip-offs. Thieves all. Where for art
thou, long lost Carmel charm?

Catherine Hemingway, Pebble Beach

Excellent medical care
Dear Editor,

Last December my wife became very ill
at home. 911 sent help within a few minutes.
She was taken to CHOMP where she was
treated first in the ER and then moved to
ICU, where she remained for several days.
The holidays remind us how grateful we are
to our doctors and the entire medical com-
munity for the kind and excellent care avail-
able to us here on the Peninsula. 

Ian MacPhail, Carmel
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BARBARA H. BABCOCK
November 17, 1946 ~ October 30, 2016

Carmel Valley, California

A Celebration of Life 
will be held 
on Sunday, 

January 8, 2017 
from 3-5 pm at the 

Sunset Center.

Howard Messinger Hodges
Howard Messinger Hodges passed peacefully at his 

Pebble Beach home on Friday, December 16th. He was 
surrounded by his loving family and dedicated caregivers. 
Howard was born on April 9, 1926 in Beaver, Utah to 
Harold and Nettie Hodges. A year later his parents moved 
to the Monterey Peninsula where he lived the rest of his 
life. He attended Pacific Grove schools and graduated in 
1944 from Pacific Grove High School. 

When Howard was 14, he bought 3 bicycles from the 
money he earned working at his father’s gas station in 
New Monterey--and the rest is history. He rented bicycles 
for 25 cents an hour to WWII G.I.s at Fort Ord and 
neighborhood kids who didn’t have bikes of their own. 

Howard was drafted into the Army in 1945 and served 
at Camp Beale, returning to the Monterey Peninsula in 
1947. He graduated from Heald Business College and 
continued to build his rental business by adding equipment 
after purchasing the gas station from his father. Little did 
he know, he would meet his future bride, Lorraine Haley, 
when she and a mutual friend stopped there for gas in 
1955. Howard and Lorraine were married in Carmel the 
following year. Daughter Julie and son Hal arrived in the 
next two years respectively. Son Steven brought up the 
rear nine years later. 

By 1957 the rental business had outgrown the gas 
station, and he purchased property on Foam St. where the 
equipment rental continues to this day. In 1986 he moved 
the party equipment to its current location on Lighthouse 
Ave. — a stone’s throw from where it all began. 

Howard was respected by his many long-time 
employees, some of whom he gave their first job, and 
even celebrated 3 marriages between his employees who 
met while working together at the rental. Howard enjoyed 
the fact that some of his customers had been with him for 
many years and had celebrated milestones in their lives 
with items they had rented. One of his greatest joys is that 
his sons will continue his legacy.

Howard didn’t have many hobbies because the rental 
was his biggest hobby and passion, and he continued 
working up until last year. He loved serving his customers 
and his customers loved him. When he wasn’t helping a 
customer, he enjoyed traveling, photography, attending 
PGHS Breaker football games and playing poker with 
family and friends. He was active in the P.G.H.S. Alumni 
Association until his death. Until recently he could be 
found having lunch at Fandango Restaurant with his 
family, where he was affectionately referred to as their 
unofficial ambassador.

Howard was preceded in death two months to the day 
by his wife, Lorraine Hodges, of 60 years. He lovingly 

referred to her as his “Sweet Lorraine.” He was also 
preceded in death by his sister, Betty Kristinich. Howard 
is survived by his daughter Julie (Scott) Dufault, sons Hal 
(Theresa) Hodges and Steven Hodges. Two grandchildren, 
Megan (Cliff) Burdick and Justin (Christiana) Dufault and 
two great-grandchildren, Ada and Ryan Burdick. He is 
also survived by his cherished nieces, Kathy Jacobs, Judi 
Tessier and Mary Burgess.

The family would like to thank his faithful caregivers, 
Bess, Lori, Precy and Romela who lovingly cared for him 
over the past 2 years and his doctor of 40 years, E. John 
Kennedy, M.D.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Pacific 
Grove High School Alumni Association (PGHSAA), P.O. 
Box 51396, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 or Animal Friends 
Rescue Project (AFRP) P.O. Box 51083, Pacific Grove, CA 
93950.

Howard touched many lives with his gentle nature, 
humor and generosity. He will forever be in our hearts. A 
celebration of Howard’s life will be announced at a later 
date.

ROBERT L. KEATOR
10/18/1937 — 10/1/2016

Beloved father, grandfather and friend 
to all who knew him.

Greatly missed            Never forgotten
Atsuko Hatsuse La Mica, 83, left us peacefully early 

on November 16, 2016. A Nagasaki, Japan native, she 
lived with her two older sisters, two older brothers, 
and younger brother. As a student she attended 
Business High School in Japan. Tragedy struck her 
family early as she lost her father when she was 10 
years old and after surviving the Atomic Bomb Blast in 
Nagasaki, she lost her older 
sister. 

Years later, Atsuko met her 
husband Francis La Mica of 
Malone, New York, while he 
was stationed in Japan. They 
married in Fukuoka, Japan in 
1956. Together, they came to 
the United States where they 
moved between New York, 
California, Texas, Alaska and 
then to Colorado prior to finally settling down in the 
Monterey Peninsula in 1965. Francis and Atsuko were 
married for 48 years before Francis passed away in 
2004. 

For 36 years, Atsuko worked at the Monterey 

Peninsula Airport District and was likely one of the 
longest serving employees of the airport. Throughout 
her life, Atsuko had a long battle with multiple health 

issues.

She will be greatly missed by her son Arlington La 
Mica and his wife Pamela Dally-La Mica (Seaside). 
Her daughter Eunice Fletcher and husband Russell 

Fletcher and her two grandchildren Mari Fletcher and 

Francis Michael Fletcher (Carmel). Daughter Brenda 
La Mica-Hoge predeceased Atsuko in 2006 while 
married to Timothy Hoge (Seaside). Atsuko also leaves 

her cousin Hiromasa and Etsuko Iwanaga, Nephew 

Seiji & Fume Nakashima family, Nieces Ayako Araki, 
Machiko Hara and Hiroko Yamamoto all of Japan. 

We want to thank her doctors Jerome Rubin, Jeffrey 

Chen, Richard Hell, Michael Plainse, Haleh Bassiri 

and Jon Benner for their wonderful care. We also want 
to thank the doctors and nurses at CHOMP Garden 
East and the ICU unit who cared for her prior to her 

passing.

Arlington and Eunice want share their upmost 
gratitude for her longtime friends Kaneko Weber 
(Seaside), Ralph and Fukue Collins (Monterey), 

Katherine Rousville (Sacramento), Yasuko Matsui 

(Pebble Beach), and Nobue Milton (Pacific Grove) 
along with countless others who shared their 
friendship, love, and compassion throughout her life. 

They have been a big part of Atsuko’s and her family’s 

life for many years and for that Arlington and Eunice 
are extremely grateful.

There will be an internment of Atsuko La Mica 

along with her deceased husband Francis La Mica 

and their daughter Brenda June La Mica-Hoge at the 
El Encinal Monterey City Cemetery at 601 Fremont 
Street, Monterey on January 7, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 
Following the ceremony, there will be a Celebration 

of Life at the Japanese American Citizen League Hall 
(JACL) at 424 Adams Street, Monterey beginning at 
12:30.

In lieu of flowers please make a donation to the 
American Cancer Society or charity of your choice in 
the name of Atsuko La Mica. 

ATSUKO HATSUSE LA MICA
May 25, 1933 – November 16, 2016

TRAILS
From page 3A

sites and consulted with trail crews. He not only has consid-
erable experience fixing trails, but leading trail crews, too.

Popchak said Willits’ guidance “ensures crew efficiency”
and results in “work of the highest possible standard.” 

Willits is a full-time employee for the VWA. “Most of us
go the office,” Popchak observed. “Trevor spends much of
his time living out of a tent in the backcountry.”

Besides sharing Willits’ leadership, each of three projects
are funded — at least in part — by donations from the public.
And because trails constantly require maintenance, the
fundraising efforts always need help.

“The work never ends,” Popchak added. “Thank goodness
for the groups that work to secure funding for trail crews.”

we will pay staff.”
But that’s not good enough, according to the former

Pinnacle employees, who contend McEwan made a promise
to them not long before the business closed for good. 

“He told all of us employees during the last week that he
had the money to pay us,” one worker said. “He assured us.
That’s the main reason we hung in there.” 

COMPANY
From page 9A

Though he declined to discuss the FBI investigation and
what led to Pinnacle’s collapse, McEwan said he also “didn’t
get paid” when the business closed.

In the letter soliciting clients for the tax business,
McEwan wrote, “we need to take care of the ones around us
[who] are less fortunate” — an irony not lost on his former
employees. 

“He talks about the less fortunate,” said one worker, who
has since gotten a new job. “His employees included single
parents with children.”

Pinnacle Workforce Solutions and McEwan came under

scrutiny after clients complained to local law enforcement
that their payroll and taxes had not been processed. That led
the Monterey County District Attorney’s Office and the FBI
to look into the business.

However, the case is now in the hands of the FBI and U.S.
Attorney’s Office, since Pinnacle’s “victims” are located in at
least 48 states, Monterey County Chief Assistant District
Attorney Berkley Brannon told KSBW in November. While
the amount Pinnacle was alleged to have not paid was initial-
ly about $1.8 million, that number is now about $7 million,
KSBW reported.
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Robert passed away peacefully at home in Carmel with his wife Diane holding his hand as he slipped away.
The middle of three siblings he was born in Cleveland, Ohio of Canadian transplant parents, Roy C. Mills and 

Ida Rau Mills. He attended Cleveland schools, graduated from Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, and received his 
medical degree in 1946 from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. After four years of surgical residency in 

Minneapolis he spent two years as a surgeon in the Air Force in Arizona, followed 
by two years of specialty training in colorectal surgery. A Fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons, Robert set up a private medical practice in Fresno in 1955, 
retiring after thirty years in 1985.

Having played college tennis he enjoyed participating in the sport throughout 
most of his adult life. Since his late 30s he held a special interest in working with 
local architects and builders in creating six personal homes over these many years 
in Fresno, Carmel and Indian Wells, CA. Blessed with mental acuity up until the 
end, and a daily reader of the Wall St. Journal, he maintained a keen interest in 
the latest events and technology advances, looking forward to new horizons and 
wishing he could be around to see more. 

He and Diane married in Carmel in 1978, and upon his retirement in 1985 they 
relocated there to a home they were building. The next years were spent splitting 
their time between the sea in Carmel and the sun in the desert of Indian Wells. 

Robert was predeceased by his sisters Evelyn Mills and Doris Mills Glenny, his 
son Robert J. Mills, Jr., his grandson Robert J. (Jeff) Mills, III and his former wife Lois Mills Knight.

He leaves behind his loving wife of 38 years Diane (nee Maliani), daughters Bonnie (Dr. Alan) Newhoff of Phoenix 
and Cynthia Mills of Fresno, grandchildren Melissa Mills, David Newhoff and Morgan Newhoff, two great grandchil-
dren Jordan and Ryan, three nieces and a nephew.

With heartfelt gratitude to cardiologist Dr. Richard Gerber for over twenty years of expert care and to the nurses 
of the Hospice of the Central Coast for their compassion these last two weeks.

Contributions may made to Hospice of the Central Coast, 2 Upper Ragsdale Dr., D120, Monterey, CA 93940 or to 
the SPCA for Monterey County, PO Box 3058, Monterey, CA 93942-3058.

Private services will be held with interment at San Carlos Cemetery in Monterey.
Condolences may be written to the family 

at www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com

ROBERT JEFFREY MILLS, M.D.
October 26, 1918 - December 20, 2016

Mario Beretti, 83, passed away on Monday, 
December 5, 2016 at his home in Maple Valley, 
Washington. He leaves behind his devoted wife of 
38 years, Michelle Beretti; his children with his first 
wife — son, Roger Beretti and his wife, Melanie; 
his daughter, Laura Bartram; three grandchildren, 
Andrew, John, and Sherry; and many loving family 
members and close friends. 

Mario was born on July 22, 1933 in Bagnolo in 
Piano, Italy. Although he dearly loved his home 
country, he left Italy at a young age to work in the 
food and beverage industry, a pursuit which became 
a passion and a lifelong career. He was a long-time 
resident of the Monterey Peninsula, the home of his 
heart.

Those who knew Mario will remember how 
dedicated he was to his work and how humbly he 
looked after the people whom he served. His family 
will remember how much he loved and cherished 
them and the wonderful life lessons he taught them 
over the years. Mario will also be remembered 
as a talented chef, a clever humorist, an engaging 
storyteller, a kind and loving husband, father, uncle, 
grandfather, and friend.

Ciao for now, our Mario, until we meet again.

Mario Beretti
July 22, 1933  December 5, 2016

p.m.); and The Ben Herod Trio (swing and
jazz, Thursday at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St.,
(831) 649-8151.

Cooper’s Pub & Restaurant in
Monterey — singer-songwriter Tom
Faia (Friday at 9 p.m.); and The Stu Heydon
Blues Band (Saturday at 9 p.m.). 653
Cannery Row, (831) 373-1353.

Fernwood Resort in Big Sur — C.B.
Brand (country, Saturday at 9 p.m.). On
Highway 1 25 miles south of Carmel, (831)
667-2422.

Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley —
singer and guitarist Mark Banks (pop and
rock, Friday at 4:30 p.m.). 8940 Carmel
Valley Road, (831) 293-7500.

Hidden Valley Theatre in Carmel Valley
— Cafe Musique (Gypsy, tango, swing and
folk, Saturday at 9 p.m.). 88 W. Carmel
Valley Road, (831) 659-3115.

Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel and Spa
— The Peter Lips Jazz Band with drummer
David Morwood (Friday at 7 p.m.); and The
David Morwood Jazz Band presents a New
Year’s Eve Party with guitarist Mike Lent,
bassist Peter Lips and special guests
(Saturday at 7 p.m.) and The David
Morwood Jazz Band presents a New Year’s
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Jazz Brunch (Sunday from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.). 1 Old Golf Course Road, (831) 372-
1234. 

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach
— The Jazz Trio featuring pianists Bob
Phillips or Bill Spencer (jazz, in the lobby,
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.); and The
Dottie Dodgion Trio (jazz, Thursday at 7
p.m.); also, a bagpiper plays every evening at
5:45 p.m. 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-
7500.

London Bridge Pub in Monterey — The
Dave Holodiloff Band (“high energy
acoustic,” Saturday at 9 p.m.). 256 Figueroa
St., (831) 372-0581.

Lucia Restaurant + Bar at Bernardus
Lodge in Carmel Valley — pianist Martin
Headman (jazz, Friday and Saturday at 7
p.m.). 415 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 658-
3400.

Mission Ranch — pianist Tom
Gastineau (jazz, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at 5 p.m.); singer and pianist
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m., and Sunday at 7
p.m.); pianist David Kempton (jazz,
Monday through Thursday at 8 p.m.) and
pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Sunday
at 10 a.m., Monday through Thursday at 8
p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.

The Sunset Lounge at Hyatt Carmel
Highlands — singer Neal Banks and gui-

tarist Steve Ezzo (pop and rock, Friday at 7
p.m.); and singer and pianist Dino Vera
(jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday at 7 p.m. and
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive,
(831) 620-1234.

Terry’s Lounge at Cypress Inn — singer
and pianist Dino Vera (jazz, blues and r&b,
Friday at 7 p.m.); pianist Gennady
Loktionov and singer Debbie Davis
(cabaret, Saturday at 7 p.m.); Andrea’s
Fault (jazz and blues, Sunday at 11 a.m.);
guitarist Richard Devinck (classical,
Sunday at 5 p.m.); and singer Lee Durley

and pianist Joe Indence (pop and jazz,
Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh,
(831) 624-3871.

Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — saxo-
phonist Roger Eddy and guitarist Bruce
Forman (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino
Place, (831) 298-7453.

Wills Fargo restaurant in Carmel Valley
— singer and guitarist Fergus Shipman
(pop and rock, Saturday at noon); The
Andrea’s Fault Duo (pop, jazz and blues,
Saturday at 8 p.m.). 16 W. Carmel Valley
Road, (831) 659-2774.

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654
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