
By MARY SCHLEY

A LONGTIME local who married a French count and
was the granddaughter of the founder of Boy Scouts of
America, Jane Ellen Parker d’Avenas died Dec. 3. She was
93.

Born in San Francisco on July 10, 1923, to James and
Happy Parker, d’Avenas moved here with her parents when
she was still quite young, and attended a local grade school
before staying for short periods of time in Southern
California, Illinois, Chicago and Europe, and ultimately
returning to Carmel. Here, she ended up spending most of
her life in the home her mother had built on Scenic Road

Consummate party host,
bridge partner — and
countess — dead at 93

n ‘Noise,’ ‘traffic’ and 
‘threat to rural character’

By CHRIS COUNTS

A GROUP of residents who live in Cachagua want to
establish a church in the remote Upper Carmel Valley com-
munity, which currently doesn’t have one. But a neighbor
insists the project will create traffic, noise and dangerous
road conditions — and violate Monterey County’s zoning
regulations.

The county planning commission will
weigh in on the proposed church Jan. 11 in
Salinas.

According to county papers, Joshua
Stewman has submitted an application to
convert a 1,926-square-foot private home on
a 10-acre site at 19345 Cachagua Road into
a church. The plan calls for building a 744-
square-foot addition and 830-square-foot
basement to the main residence.

But Don Bonsper, who lives nearby, said
the development “violates the spirit of the
Carmel Valley Master Plan, and the
Cachagua Area Plan.”

Bonsper warned the church’s many activ-
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See CHURCH page 15A

Church opposed for the usual reasons
ities — including Sunday and Wednesday services, sum-
mer camp, overnight camping, prayer meetings and other
activities — “will have serious impacts to the area.” “The
most important concerns are those related to increased
traffic with its noise to the neighbors and risks to the per-
sonal safety of people traveling an already dangerous
road,” Bonsper wrote in a letter sent out last week by the
Carmel Valley Association in its weekly bulletin. “This
includes the people who like to cycle through Cachagua on

A group wants to establish a church in Cachagua, and this drawing shows what it
would look like. But some neighbors object to the noise and traffic the church might
bring, and the county planning commission will review the plan in January.

By MARY SCHLEY

A BURGLAR stole nearly 20 expensive watches,
including numerous Rolexes, after waiting for the right
opportunity, and then smashing the window of the Men’s
Shop at the Lodge at Pebble Beach, grabbing the goods, and
fleeing shortly before 8 p.m. Dec. 9. The area was reportedly
busy with visitors and staff at the time, prompting some
locals to express surprise that the man got away. The entrance
to the shop can be seen from the front door of The Lodge and
is only steps away from the Pebble Beach Company’s execu-
tive offices.

The window smash activated the store’s alarm, but by the
time Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies arrived, the burglar
was long gone, according to Cmdr. John Thornburg.

“The two deputies got there, and the bad guys were gone,
so they called out our crime scene guys to process the scene,
and they’re working on that,” he said. It’s unknown what the
burglar used to shatter the store window.

“They did steal a bunch of watches — 15 to 20 items,” he
said, estimating the loss at around $90,000. Thornburg said at
least a few of them were Rolexes.

Four people are listed as witnesses in the deputy’s report,
but Thornburg said the sheriff has no statements from any of
them yet. At present, the deputy is working with the head of
Pebble Beach Security and the sheriff ’s crime scene inves-

Thief hits Lodge,
takes $90K worth 
of watches

By MARY SCHLEY

AS LONG as most restaurants aren’t allowed to start
serving food from counters, the city should amend its rules
on restaurants to allow a few places like Carmel Belle to
open, the planning commission decided last week.

At the Doud Court eatery, customers order at a counter
and then are served at their tables — an arrangement that vio-
lates the city code, which require restaurants to either be full
service or “specialty” — mostly coffee shops that also offer
some food. But Carmel Belle has been allowed to continue
its arrangement until the city council figures out what
changes are needed to make it compliant. Owners Jay and
Chloe Dolata have been given permission to keep running
their restaurant as is until November 2017, according to a
report to the planning commission.

Public workshops
In order to develop policy that could accommodate

Carmel Belle and similar restaurants, in 2015, the planning
commission created a restaurant subcommittee, which it then
expanded to include several restaurateurs and a member of
the Carmel Residents Association. They held public work-
shops in January and November, and at the Dec. 14 planning
commission meeting, they recommended creating a new
classification for counter-service restaurants and adopting

Commission: Let them
order from counters
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An ebullient Jane Ellen (left) caught in a photograph with her mother,
Happy Parker. The two often traveled and adventured together fol-
lowing the death of Jane Ellen’s father when she was just 13.

See CHOMP page 15A

See COUNTESS page 10A

See RULES page 14A

See LODGE page 19A

WHAT THE HECK IS ‘MONTAGE,’ AND

WHY IS EVERYTHING BEING RENAMED?
By ELAINE HESSER

IF YOU’VE been to Community Hospital’s clinic at the
Crossroads or the Wellness Center in Marina lately, you may
have noticed that both places are suddenly being called
“Montage,” and that CHOMP’s concentric-square logo has
been colorized.

That’s because those facilities, and the hospital itself, have
been renamed. And while the name, “Montage,” is unfamiliar
and doesn’t exactly sound like a place you’d go when you
need to see a doctor, CHOMP spokesperson Mary Barker
says a lot of thought went into picking it.

“We wanted to let people know we’re not just a hospital
anymore,” she said. 

The brand is an umbrella for all the organizations associ-
ated with CHOMP, which has grown far beyond its campus
at the top of Carmel Hill. “The name, ‘Montage,’ was chosen
because we are a collection, a montage, of entities designed
to keep people healthy and connected,” the organization said.

The enterprise includes CHOMP, Community Health
Innovations, Aspire Healthcare and Montage Medical Group.

The hospital at the intersection of highways 1 and 68 is now
called Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula
Montage Health. 

Meanwhile, Montage Medical Group is the new name for
Peninsula Primary Care, which includes outpatient clinics
located in the Crossroads and around the Peninsula. Barker
explained that change came about because it’s “so much
more than primary care, now.” In addition to the Crossroads
location and the clinic in Marina, the group’s website lists
several specialty practices, including cardiology and urology.

Aspire Health, an insurance program that supplements
Medicare, and Community Health Innovations are both run
in collaboration with Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital. 

Community Health Innovations is a case-management

organization that tracks patients with chronic diseases, like
diabetes, to make sure they stay as healthy as possible. 

As Barker said, “We wanted to go from an acute care
focus to a prevention focus.” She added that the idea was to
make sure, for example, that people stayed on their medica-
tions, or made diet and exercise choices that would help them
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