
deal with the dying redwood tree in the median at Ocean and
Junipero that has served as the city’s Christmas tree for years.

But the new, $1,600 tree, which was delivered from
Bonfante Specimen Trees in Gilroy on a flatbed shortly after
9 a.m. Nov. 22, won’t be the “holiday tree” this year. Instead,
the council decided the cedar should just be planted in honor

of the city’s hundredth birthday. Eventually, though, it will
be strung with the lights and hung with the decorations
that workers began placing on the old redwood Monday, in
anticipation of the annual tree lighting Dec. 2.

A crew from Craven Landscaping was hired for $1,900
to plant the tree in the southeast corner of the park.
Workers spent more than an hour in the early morning
hand-digging a pit large and deep enough to fit the cedar’s
48-inch root ball and base.

After the flatbed arrived with the tree shrouded and
strapped down on its side, the landscape crew uncovered
it, and maintenance worker Jaime Aquino used the city’s
front loader to lift it off the back of the truck, upright it on
the sidewalk, and then carefully raise and lower it into the
pit.

Landscape workers removed the wooden sides of the
box around the roots and filled in the gaps with organic
planting mix before repairing the landscaping around the
tree, which assistant city forester Matt Feisthamel said

By CHRIS COUNTS

FIVE YOUNG California condors have taken flight in
the wild for the first time in recent days, giving the Ventana
Wildlife Society — the nonprofit group responsible for rein-
troducing the endangered bird in Big Sur and at Pinnacles
National Park — something else to be grateful for this
Thanksgiving.

VWS officials already had much to be thankful for this
year. Not only
did condor nests
in the Big Sur
backcountry sur-
vive the
Soberanes Fire
— which
scorched more
than 130,000
acres — but the
number of con-
dors thriving in
the wild keeps
rising.

“Even without
these five new
birds, we had a
p o p u l a t i o n
increase,” VWS
executive direc-
tor Kelly
Sorensen told
The Pine Cone.
“During the last
two years, we’ve had more births than deaths.”

Sorensen directly attributes the decrease in the mortality
rate of condors to the increased acceptance among hunters of
non-leaded ammunition. Lead poisoning is the leading cause
of death for condors, which feed on carrion, including deer
shot by hunters.

“Hunters and ranchers are switching to non-lead ammo,”
he explained. “That’s the primary reason we’re seeing fewer
deaths. There’s no way to recover the condor unless hunters
switch, and we’re very, very thankful to anyone who makes
the change.”

Despite fire, condor
population thrives

By ELAINE HESSER

THERE ARE a lot of people who will wake up one sunny day
in January with no more obligations to serve the public, from the
sitting president and vice president, through our retiring congress-
man, and all the way down to 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter.
As of Jan. 10, 2017, for the first time in three decades, Potter will
not hold any government positions.

After Mary Adams’ win in this year’s race for county supervi-
sor, Potter said he’s looking forward to “a different environment”
outside of politics — one that’s “less controversial and confronta-
tional.”

Aide gets a promotion
In addition to his work representing the 5th District of

Monterey County, Potter has served on the California Coastal
Commission, the Transportation Agency for Monterey County and
the Fort Ord Re-use Authority. Before all of that, he spent 10 years
on Monterey’s city council.

He said he enjoyed the diversity of topics he dealt with over the
years and will miss the interaction with his team. He noted that his
principal aide, Kathleen Lee, has worked with him for 16 years,

and said he is pleased she will be moving on to become Jimmy
Panetta’s chief of staff for this region.

Potter said he is also proud of the work he did with FORA, and
helping to make sure CSUMB was “up and running.” 

And for those of you who remember the terrible backups on
Carmel Valley Road in the 1990s — well, it was Potter who ended
them by spearheading the drive to build the climbing lane on
Highway 1 through Carmel in 2001.

‘An honor’
Mostly, however, he said he tried to always be there for the

diverse citizens in the district, pointing out how different Big Sur
is from Pebble Beach and Cachagua, for example.

“We’ve been through four fires and some flooding, and we
were the first point of contact for our constituents when they were
in trouble.” 

He said that “the art of good government is knowing your con-
stituents’ needs and wants,” and that “it’s been an honor having
represented the 5th District and working in local government.”

Along the way, he became one of the Monterey County’s most

Potter prepares for life outside the supervisors’ chambers

Outgoing 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter will be able
to spend a little more time with family, including his mom
who lives in Massachusetts.See POTTER page 24A

See TREE page 24A
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‘Centennial Tree’ planted at Devendorf
By MARY SCHLEY

PUBLIC WORKS and forestry crews undertook the del-
icate task of unloading and planting a 3,000-pound, 20-foot-
tall deodar cedar in Devendorf Park Tuesday morning, fulfill-
ing a decision the city council made in June about how to

See FARR page 23A See CONDORS page 16A

By CHRIS COUNTS

HE’LL BE stepping down from Congress Jan. 3, but
Sam Farr just stepped into the middle of the short-term rental
debate when he left no doubt where he stands on the thorny
issue.

“I don’t think we should have short-term rentals in any
community in this county,” declared the soon-to-be-retired
Farr, who will be replaced in Washington D.C. by
Congressman-Elect Jimmy Panetta. Farr made his comments
at a workshop Nov. 9 in Salinas.

In particular, the congressman objected to vacation stays
in Big Sur, where land use is guided by a local plan that he
helped craft in the late 1970s and early 1980s — and which
the California Coastal Commission certified in 1986. The
plan didn’t anticipate the growth of the short-term-rental
industry — which has exploded in recent years because of
websites like AirBnB — but it does limit visitor-serving

accommodations to specific areas along Highway 1. 
The plan also states that residential areas “are not well

suited for commercial agriculture, commercial, or visitor
uses; and use of these areas … should continue to be for res-
idential purposes.” 

“I can tell you the intent of the [Big Sur Land Use Plan]
was never to allow short-term rentals,” Farr insisted.

Instead of vacation stays, Farr would like to see more
affordable options for visitors in Big Sur.

“I think we need to allow more overnight accommoda-
tions for low-income [visitors] through camping sites and RV
sites, but certainly not to allow private homes to be used for
short-term rentals,” he told the Monterey County Planning
Commission.

Farr would like to see more done to create opportunities
for workforce housing in Big Sur. Many employees travel

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

City maintenance worker Jaime Aquino carefully guides the new cedar
tree into its home in Devendorf Park.

Thunderchief

Farr bashes STRs, calls for penalty on empty homes 
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