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n Has $1M budget for staff and travel

By KELLY NIX

ONCE JIMMY Panetta is sworn in as the 20th
Congressional District’s new representative in January, he’ll
start collecting a yearly salary of $174,000 and get an annual
allowance of more than $1
million per year which he
can spend on office staff,
travel costs between
California and D.C., and
other expenses, according to
a congressional public poli-
cy group. 

Like most members of
the U.S. House of
Representatives, the 47-
year-old Panetta — whom
voters elected Nov. 8 over
Republican rival Casey
Lucius — will be paid
$174,000, the same amount
other representatives get,
with the exception of the
Speaker of the House, who’s
paid $223,500 and the
Majority and Minority lead-
ers, who get $193,400.

“The salary of Members of Congress has been frozen
since 2009, and the maximum annual salary for many cate-
gories of congressional staff has also remained unchanged,”
according to a 2016 report by the Congressional Research
Service, the public policy arm of the United States Congress. 

Medical care, too
Panetta will also be eligible for healthcare coverage

through an Obamacare exchange, DC Health Link, and can
get medical care through the Office of the Attending
Physician, which provides emergency medical assistance for
members of Congress, justices of the U.S. Supreme Court,
staff and others.

“The office is led by a medical officer from the U.S. Navy,
a tradition begun in 1928,” according to CRS.

Panetta will receive an annual taxpayer-funded allowance
— formally called the Members’ Representational Allowance
— to spend on official expenses, including employees, travel,
rent, office equipment, mail, stationary and other office sup-
plies. 

Although the allowance varies for representatives depend-
ing on their distance from Washington D.C., in 2016, they

Panetta gets ready 
to take office

See CRASH page 16A

Bizarre C.V. crash: Did the driver do it on purpose?
By MARY SCHLEY

A DRIVER who yelled and gestured at a slow-moving
trailer carrying wine-tasting tourists on Carmel Valley Road
last Sunday suddenly accelerated and rammed into it, hurling
a young woman to the pavement as horrified onlookers wit-
nessed the scene — and one of the people riding in the back
captured the dramatic incident on video.

Posted on YouTube, the striking footage shows Jeff Moser,
36, behind the wheel of his bright orange Ford pickup truck
honking, yelling and flipping off the slow-moving trailer and
vintage tractor being driven by “Tractor Pete” Azevedo, a
regular sight on weekends in Carmel Valley Village. Seconds
later, as the driver continues to holler and sticks his head out
the window, the truck plows straight into the back of the trail-
er, throwing the cameraman off balance and prompting pan-
icked screams from Azevedo’s passengers, one of them
yelling that his daughter had fallen from the bench seat in
front, about a 6-foot drop. When the camera turns back to the

street, the young woman is seen lying in the middle of
Carmel Valley Road in front of the truck. Someone runs out
from a nearby business, and the driver steps out of the truck
to help her to the side of the road, where she sits down, blood-
ied and clearly stunned. With his hands raised in an apolo-
getic way, Moser says he “just wants to make sure every-
thing’s OK,” and then says he’s “going to talk to Pete.”

Pushed the wrong pedal?
While the gesturing and honking before the collision

could suggest that Moser, who has worked at several local
winetasting rooms, intentionally rammed the trailer, Azevedo
told The Pine Cone he didn’t believe that was the case.

“All I know is I don’t think it was on purpose,” said
Azevedo, who knows Moser and described him as “an alco-
holic.”

“I think he just pushed the wrong pedal,” he said.

These screenshots from
a video taken by a
tourist on a winetasting
tour of Carmel Valley tell
the frightening story:
(From top left) A man in
a pickup trucks makes a
rude gesture at a slow
moving tractor carrying
a group of tourists on
Carmel Valley Road.
Suddenly the truck
accelerates and smash-
es into the trailer, jarring
riders from their seats
and throwing a young
girl to the pavement,
where she lands in the
road next to the truck
that caused the acci-
dent. After she was able
to get up, the girl was
helped to the side of the
road by onlookers as
the driver, Jeffrey Moser,
approached her and
seemed to apologize.
Later, when the CHP got
to the scene, Moser
was arrested for DUI
and DUI causing injury.

By CHRIS COUNTS

THIRTEEN STUDENTS from Carmel High School
who traveled to New York City last week for an international
high school debate contest returned home world champions.

Led by Carmel High School social studies teacher Bill
Schrier, the students captured first place in the Empire Mock
Trial Nov. 14. The competition featured 44 teams from the
United States, Canada, Australia, Hong Kong, Ireland, South
Korea and Wales.

The Carmel Unified School District’s board honored the
team at its Nov. 16 meeting. Cake was served, and the kids
posed for photographs with the trophy.

“What you have accomplished is remarkable,” declared

CHS TEAM NAMED

WORLD CHAMPS IN

MOCK TRIAL CONTEST

See JURY page 20A

See PANETTA page 21A

Jury or jail? Little consequence for not showing up
By KELLY NIX

WHEN YOU get called for jury duty, you’re warned in
no uncertain terms that you’d better show up. 

“Failure to respond to this summons will subject you to a
fine, jail term or both,” says the notice on every jury sum-
mons sent to Monterey County residents.  

Not only that, but the court clerk’s office may even warn
potential jurors (including this reporter in early October) that
a warrant will be issued for their arrest if they don’t appear
for jury duty. 

Despite the threats, however, as many as 30 percent of
those issued jury summonses in Monterey County don’t
appear at court on the day they’re supposed to. And how
many of the no-shows are actually fined or jailed? 

None of them, it turns out.
In fact, in the past decade — and probably a lot longer

than that — not a single person in the county has been held
in contempt of court, thrown in jail or even slapped with a
fine for dodging jury duty at the Monterey or Salinas court-
houses, according to Monterey County court spokeswoman

Nona Medina. 
In most cases, those who ignore a summons aren’t even

contacted about their failure to appear, prospective jurors
who get bored and leave the jury room unannounced aren’t
punished, and even seated jurors who decide to go AWOL in
the middle of a trial face no repercussions. No fines. No jail.
No contempt orders. Nothing. 

“In Monterey, we have not needed to go to these extremes
to ensure community members are satisfying this civic
responsibility,” Medina told The Pine Cone. “Most people
respect and understand the obligation and responsibility and
respond timely to the court’s order to appear.” 

Medina estimated that 70 to 75 percent of those sum-
moned report to jury duty when they’re supposed to. That
leaves as many as 30 percent who don’t. 

The estimate indicates Monterey County has a higher
number of no-shows than most other California counties, if
the  figure is compared to a May 2015 report on jury duty by
a group called California Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse, a

Jimmy Panetta celebrating his
victory on election night.

See CHAMPS page 22A


