
By KELLY NIX

RESIGNED TO the fact that the Pebble Beach
Company is going to build affordable housing adjacent
to a Pacific Grove neighborhood where some residents
are fiercely opposed to the idea, the P.G. City Council
will ask the company to consider making numerous
“minor” alterations to the development to “vastly
lessen” its “impact.”

The Monterey County Board of Supervisors on
Aug. 23 unanimously approved a 24-unit, $7.5 million
apartment complex that would offer housing to Pebble
Beach Company employees and others at rental rates
lower than comparable housing. A neighbors group
opposes the apartment complex — which first got
approval from the Monterey County Planning
Commission in June.

Wants several changes 
While the Pebble Beach Company plans to start

construction next spring, the Pacific Grove City
Council Wednesday voted unanimously to send a letter
to the company asking for modifications to the com-
plex, to be located in a degraded forest on Congress
Court inside Del Monte Forest. The complex will back
up to Pacific Grove’s Del Monte Park neighborhood.

“Rather than continuing to battle the project,” the
letter “proposes some minor project modifications to

the Pebble Beach Company that could potentially
improve the project while lessening the impact on the
adjoining” neighborhood, according to the document,
drafted by councilmen Ken Cuneo and Dan Miller. 

The most significant suggestion is that the company
rotate the entire project 180 degrees “so that it faces
away from the neighborhood.” 

The benefit to the P.G. neighbors, the letter says, is
that “the parking lot would be on the other side of the
complex,” which means it would face Congress Road
where there are no neighboring houses, rather than the
Del Monte Park neighborhood. 

Protection from headlights
The change would “protect the neighborhood from

car headlights and parking lot lights, and would greatly
reduce car noises as well,” the council contends.

However, at Wednesday’s meeting, Mayor Bill
Kampe initially expressed concern about the sugges-
tion, saying it would probably cause delays in the pro-
ject.

“In a sense, we are talking about a very large phys-
ical change; quote, ‘just to flip the layout,’” Kampe
said. “And I guess I’m kind of having a hard time
believing that it’s a simple thing for anyone to do. It’s
time, and it’s more approvals.” 

By KELLY NIX

WITH THE construction of the Highway 68 roundabout
underway, it’s become a guessing game how bad traffic might
be at the intersection and whether you should consider taking

another route — until now.
The Transportation Association for Monterey County has

installed a live video camera at the intersection of Highway
68 and Highway 1 so commuters can scope out traffic condi-
tions, or even if they merely want to know how the $10 mil-

lion roundabout is progressing. 
“This bird’s-eye view of the construc-

tion site not only offers the public the
opportunity to see what the most current
traffic conditions are through the area,”
TAMC said, “but it also offers TAMC the
opportunity to document the construction
of the first major roundabout on a state
highway in Monterey County.”

‘Provides a good view’
The camera, mounted on a temporary

pole, is pointed west onto Highway 68 and
depicts traffic coming off Highway 1 south,
cars traveling east and west on 68, and
those coming from Pebble Beach and turn-
ing east onto 68. (The live cam can be
viewed at http://bit.ly/2dgnwXK).

“The location of the camera was picked
because it is outside of the work zone but
still provides a good view of the intersec-
tion/work area, has good sun exposure
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SCREENSHOT/TAMC WEBCAM

A live camera installed at the roundabout construction zone at highways 68 and 1 offers
drivers a chance to check out the traffic before they decide whether to go there. 

By MARY SCHLEY

CULMINATING A tumultuous eight years that included
a dozen public hearings, approvals, appeals, denials, permit
extensions, a bankruptcy and a change of ownership, the pro-
posed demolition and rebuild of the aging Carmel Sands
Lodge at San Carlos and Fifth received unanimous approval
from the city council Tuesday night. 

The owners, Mark and Susan Stilwell, had asked the coun-
cil to overturn the planning commission’s 3-2 denial of the
plans drafted by architect Eric Miller for a 42-room, 40,442-
square-foot hotel containing an interior courtyard and inter-
block walkway, a small tapas restaurant, a spa, retail space,
conference rooms and an underground garage.

The saga began in 2008, when a group of investors led by
David How submitted their proposal for a new hotel. After
multiple design changes, the plans were approved by the
planning commission in 2010 and survived an appeal to the
city council that year. In late 2011, the property was fore-
closed upon, and the bank received a two-year extension on
the approved plans.

The Stilwells, who also own the Tradewinds Carmel hotel

Carmel Sands
approved — again

See CAM page 18A

Live cam offers view of traffic at roundabout 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

A gorilla (second from right) was among the VIPs at the city’s Pumpkin Roll Saturday.
Spearheaded by Mayor Steve Dallas (right), the event drew crowds that sent more
than 1,000 squash down an Ocean Avenue hill, including councilwoman Carolyn
Hardy (center), and city administrator Chip Rerig and his daughter, Rocket.

See TURN page 15A

TURNAROUND SOUGHT FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN CHUCK Henderson — whose family has
owned the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed home at the south
end of Carmel Beach since commissioning the world-famous
architect to create it — organized a Nov. 6 tour of the house
and two nearby residences designed by Wright apprentice
Mark Mills, he thought he had everything in place. He sub-
sequently sold out the event for the Frank Lloyd Wright
Building Conservancy, where he is a board member, but was
then told by the city that he could not route the buses through

City won’t let buses go to 
Frank Lloyd Wright house

See SANDS page 19A

See BUSES page 17A

This is not one of those
funny caption contests

See VOTE page 16A

Prominent Republicans say they’ll vote for Panetta
■ Lucius points to her support from
Democrats and independents

By KELLY NIX

CROSSING PARTY lines, numerous high-profile
Republicans, including Mayor Steve Dallas, have come out
in support of Democratic congressional candidate Jimmy
Panetta, maintaining he’s better for the job than his
Republican rival, Casey Lucius.

In response to Panetta’s Republican support, Lucius
released a shorter list of Democrats and independents she
says are voting for her in her bid to replace longtime con-

gressman Sam Farr, who has held the seat in the largely
Democratic district since 1993.

Other Republicans supporting Panetta — who is endorsed
by presidential candidate Hillary Clinton — include former
city councilman Ken Talmage, businessman Denny LeVett,
Sardine Factory owner Bert Cutino and former California
Real Estate Commissioner Jeff Davi, 

Davi, a “lifelong Republican” and the chair of a group
called Republicans for Panetta, has for years been active in
GOP issues and backed the party. 

“However, in this instance, I am crossing party lines to
support such an outstanding candidate and friend in Jimmy
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