
sionally designed floats and won’t have a Halloween
theme (the city’s actual incorporation date is Oct. 31,
1916), though many participants will still be in costume.
Tom Brocato, the resident tasked with organizing the pro-
cession, said it will represent different historic eras in
Carmel. 

“I look at it as trying to put 100 years into about an
hour and 15 minutes,” he said Wednesday. The parade will
have 55 separate elements, including a half-dozen floats,

bands, musical acts and other
groups. To ensure they have
some measure of professional
appearance and coordination,
Brocato has tapped a couple
of professionals to help.

“I brought on a costumer
who works a lot with PacRep
and a choreographer who
works with the Carmel
Performing Art Academy,” he
said. 

Ziona Goren from Pacific
Repertory Theatre will help
participants find appropriate
period clothing and costumes,
while Gloria Elber will teach
parade participants “a dance
step or two, so it looks more
unified.”

Big names 
To top things off, former

Mayor Clint Eastwood will be
riding on the Wells Fargo
stagecoach. Eastwood agreed
to be grand marshal of the
event, while KSBW news
anchor Dan Green will serve
as emcee.

“And we recently men-
tioned that Alan Silvestri, who
I approached several months

■ Others cite parkland, flood protection

By CHRIS COUNTS

A RESIDENTS group that can usually be counted on to
take a hard line against any development in Carmel Valley
hasn’t disappointed with its reaction to the EIR for the
Rancho Cañada housing project, saying it “falls far short of
adequate,” and should be completely redone.

The EIR, which was released in June, examines in minute
detail a subdivision that was first proposed in 2004 by the
late Nick Lombardo, who wanted to build 280 homes. The
latest version is backed by former Carmel Mayor Clint
Eastwood and includes 130 lots that would replace a golf
course. Twenty-five of the lots would be reserved for afford-
able housing, 39 acres would be turned into parkland, and
flood protection for be added for nearby homes.

In a 117-page letter submitted this week, the Carmel
Valley Association argues the EIR is difficult to follow.

“The sheer volume of the 1,600-page document and refer-
encing of two distinct projects from two distinct time periods
obfuscates rather than clarifies the project document for the
reader,” the CVA said. “We believe this document has not
been prepared to elicit meaningful analysis and response
from the public, but rather prevent it.” 

CVA President Priscilla Walton told The Pine Cone she
would like to see an EIR that addresses only the 130-unit
development — and how it complies with Monterey County’s

C.V. Association slams
Rancho Cañada EIR
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By MARY SCHLEY

TICKETS FOR the city’s celebratory centennial
lunch will go on sale Tuesday, as organizers continue
revealing more details about the unprecedented Oct. 29
parade, feast and dance party that will mark the City of
Carmel-by-the-Sea’s hundredth birthday.

The main event of the day — the parade — will differ
from past years in that it will be longer, will have profes-

Hollywood stars, gourmet lunch and a street dance

■ Claims he wouldn’t get fair hearing

By KELLY NIX

THE HOMEOWNER who got unanimous approval from
the city to install a seawall to protect the bluff below his
Frank Lloyd Wright-designed house from erosion, but who
has faced an uphill battle with the California Coastal
Commission since then, has withdrawn his application with
the state agency for the protective barrier.

In April, the Carmel Planning Commission approved
homeowner Chuck Henderson’s plans to install an 8-foot-tall,
63-foot-long, faux rock retaining wall about 16 feet above
the sand to protect his driveway and a gate and associated pil-
lar from collapsing due to erosion and storms. But in early
August, the coastal commission’s staff recommended denial

WRIGHT HOUSE OWNER
CANCELS SEAWALL PLAN

See HOUSING page 30A

See PARADE page 15A

See SEAWALL page 20A

See PARKS page 14A

Firefighters keep parks closed, officials worry about slides
By CHRIS COUNTS

BECAUSE PFEIFFER Big Sur and Andrew Molera
state parks are being used as base camps for firefighters, nei-
ther will be open to overnight visitors until at least October,
state park official John DeLuca told The Pine Cone.

And even when firefighters staying in those camps leave,
mudslides and falling debris could keep campers out of
Pfeiffer Big Sur park for awhile. Looming above the park is
3,500-foot Mount Manuel, which was stripped bare of vege-
tation by the Soberanes Fire and back burning efforts, creat-
ing a serious erosion risk — especially if rain comes soon. A
small slide has already blocked access between the park’s
kiosk and its day use area.

“We have our concerns,” DeLuca said. “I was here in 2008
when a mudslide came through the Big Sur Lodge parking
lot. If we do get an early September rain, it may be an indi-
cator of what we will deal with if we get a winter storm.”

The closure has also postponed games for the Big Sur
Softball League, which plays its games in the park’s day use
area. 

Lodge remains open
Although most of Pfeiffer Big Sur park is off limits, its

Buzzard’s Roost Trail is open. Unlike most of the park’s hik-
ing routes, the trail is west of Highway 1. Also open is the
Big Sur Lodge.

Besides being closed to campers, hiking trails at Molera
park on both sides of the highway remain off limits to hikers.

And at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, hikers can access
several short trails west of the highway, but the two primitive
campgrounds west of Highway 1 are closed, as are all trails
east of the scenic route. 

Campers or hikers who enter closed areas are subject to

fines, DeLuca said.
Because August and September are busy months down the

coast, hundreds of campers have had their reservations can-
celled. 

“We realize this is a blow to the public,” DeLuca said.
“Many of our campers are regular visitors. We get a fair
amount of calls daily. But this is an event that’s beyond our

Because of all the fires, Rosario and Spirit, resident cats at Mission
San Antonio de Padua, reluctantly played host to a number of two-
and four-legged guests last week. See page 7A.

Hosts with heart

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN THE city’s centennial year is in the books, Mike
Calhoun’s law-enforcement career will be, too.

A police officer for 32 years — and the city’s chief since
2010 — Calhoun, 55, will be retiring at the end of the year.
He notified the Carmel City Council early this week and told
The Pine Cone he plans to work with city administrator Chip
Rerig and others to make the transition as smooth as possi-
ble.

“I wanted to be a part of the 100-year celebration. That
was significant, because I’m the 10th chief, and it’s impres-
sive to have had only 10 chiefs in 100 years,” Calhoun said.
“I was looking at my career and my years here, and my phi-
losophy when I was commander and then became chief is to
help mentor and teach and grow the people around you.”

And those efforts have led to a productive and well func-

CHIEF TO RETIRE
AT END OF YEAR

See CHIEF page 18A

Former Mayor Clint
Eastwood and film
composer Alan
Silvestri are two of
the stars committed
to helping the city
celebrate its 100th
birthday in style by
taking part in a
parade that will fol-
low a longer than
usual route through
downtown.




