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It’s that time of year — the time when Neptune sends a sea monster to punish wayward
Cretans, when a horse and his boy travel back in time to save a concert while the brass sec-
tion takes a snooze, when four hands are better than two at the Steinway, and Carmelites
pause once more for inspiration. See our special Bach Festival section inside to learn more.

Orchestrating a festival .... Council says code violations
could yield criminal charges

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH A simple change to its municipal
code, the Carmel City Council this week decid-
ed city attorney Don Freeman should be able to
file misdemeanor charges against anyone who
violates the municipal code, if he believes it’s
warranted. 

The change, which must be finalized by the
council next month and would take effect 30
days after that, is in response to complaints
from people who believe city officials don’t
have enough leverage when it comes to enforc-
ing the rules.

According to the amendment, “The violation
of any provision or section of this code, or any
code adopted herein by reference, or the failing
to comply with any mandatory requirement of
an ordinance of the city, shall be an infraction or
misdemeanor.”

That means that anyone who’s cited for hav-
ing live music without a permit, stepping out
onto the sidewalk to do business, sleeping in the
post office, or any number of other violations
could be charged with a misdemeanor. While
infractions carry minor fines and don’t become

part of a person’s record, a misdemeanor convic-
tion could result in fines up to $1,000 and as
much as six months in jail — as well as a crim-
inal record.

“I have the power to do that, and only I have
the power to do that,” Freeman said at the July
12 meeting. “A misdemeanor gives us some
negotiating power — we go to court, and the
person realizes that if they go to trial, they could
actually go to jail.”

He admitted the likelihood of a judge sending
someone to jail for selling flowers on the street
without a permit is unlikely, “but there have
been cases,” that resulted in convictions, mostly

By MARY SCHLEY

NEIGHBORS OPPOSING homes proposed on Scenic
Road and Vizcaino Avenue asked the Carmel City Council on
Tuesday to overturn the planning commission’s approvals,
citing negative impacts on their privacy, access to sunlight
and views. 

While the council sided with the people building a house
on Vizcaino and allowed them to locate their garage at the
rear of the property even though their neighbors wanted it
moved, they decided the residence slated to replace a large,
boxy house on Scenic Road must again return to the drawing
board. 

Acting planning director Marc Wiener had recommended
the council overrule the objections in both cases and uphold
the commission’s decisions.

City OKs one house, sends the other back to planning commission

Affordable housing becomes hot topic in STR debate
By CHRIS COUNTS

MORE THAN 50 people spoke out at
a July 13 Monterey County Planning
Commission workshop on short-term
rentals — and most of them were Big Sur
and Carmel Highlands residents who don’t
want them in their neighborhoods.

Much of the talk was centered on the
impact short-term rentals, also known as
STRs, are having on affordable and work-
force housing.

At Wednesday’s hearing, the planning
commission wasn’t scheduled to take any
action, but that didn’t stop residents from
sounding off on a subject that has inflamed
passions on both sides.

Where will workers live?
A number of residents told the planning

commission that Big Sur has a workforce
housing crisis — and that short-term rentals
are making it worse. Tim Green reeled off
numbers that he said illustrate how the seri-
ous the issue is.

“Big Sur has 600 parcels [of land] and
1,200 residents,” Green explained. “There
are almost 100 short-term rentals out of 200
to 300 rentals. That’s nearly half of our
rental population.”

Steve Beck said he is opposed to short-
term rentals, but he understands why a
homeowner might be tempted to offer them.
“Why would someone rent to someone for
$800 a month when he can rent for $500 a
night?” he asked.

Ken Wright said replacing long-term
tenants with vacation rentals comes at a
steep price — the loss of what makes Big
Sur special. He said not only do his tenants

make valuable contributions to the commu-
nity, but that when a fire threatened his
property eight years ago, his tenants stayed
on to prevent homes from burning —
despite an evacuation order from the county
sheriff.

Dale Diesel told a story he said dramati-
cally illustrates how little housing is avail-
able in Big Sur for long-term renters,
adding that 21 long-term renters lost their
homes in the 2013 Pfeiffer Fire, including
himself. 

“Most were unable to find a place to rent
at any price and moved away,” Diesel
explained.

Fire danger adds to worries
Other Big Sur residents said short-term

By MARY SCHLEY

ADDING TO the confusion about what
types of fires can be burned on Carmel Beach,
and where, city officials have implemented a
hybrid version of the new rules approved by the
Carmel City Council June 30 and the restrictions
that have been in place since last August. 

The temporary regulations will stand until
the new program becomes official — by making
it through an appeal period without anyone fil-
ing a complaint about the plan with the
California Coastal Commission — or until the
city council renews the emergency ordinance
adopted a year ago or enacts a new one in its
place, according to public works director Rob
Mullane.

Clear as mud?
“I think the intent was that in the interim, dur-

ing the appeal period [which ends July 20 at 5
p.m.], the temporary rules implement compo-
nents of the new plan,” Mullane said.

Specifically, those components are that fires

What the fire 
rules really are — 
for now (maybe)

See HOUSING page 17A See RULES page 22A

See PERMITS page 14A

See CHARGES page 23A
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Architect Eric Miller will have to change his plans for
replacing the large residence (at right) near the beach to
try to make the neighbors happy, the city council decided
Tuesday.
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