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Taking a break from work, nurse treks ‘The Way’
By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER HIKING more than 300 miles over the past three-and-a-half
weeks — and completing a major stretch of one of the world’s most pop-
ular walking paths — a local woman ended her journey along “The Way”
this week in Santiago, Spain.

“I made it, and I ran the last 9 miles!” an elated Kim Allen said on
Facebook July 6 shortly after she arrived at her destination. 

Called the Camino de Santiago by the Spanish and the Way of St.
James by the English, the path is on many bucket lists. A Roman trade
route before Christians began making pilgrimages along it in the Middle
Ages, it was named for James, the first of Jesus’ apostles to be martyred.
According to legend, James preached the gospel in Spain before he died,
and his bones are said to be buried in Santiago de Compostela Cathedral,
which marks the traditional end of a pilgrim’s journey. A shrine to St.
James has drawn millions of pilgrims over the centuries.

Joined by friends, old and new
A nurse at Natividad Trauma Center who recently moved to Del Rey

Oaks from Carmel, Allen began her trek June 14 in the city of Burgos,
where she met up with a friend, Judy Refuerzo, a Carmel cultural com-
missioner who teaches yoga at Carmel Valley Athletic Club. Refuerzo had
already walked nearly 200 miles, and she would accompany Allen for the
remainder of the hike. Other friends — new and old — joined them along
the way.

People make the pilgrimage for many reasons, and Allen had no trou-
ble coming up with several.

“The reason I wanted to do the Camino was that it would appeal to my
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A yoga teacher in Carmel Valley, Judy Refuerzo takes
another step along one of the world’s most famous trails.

See FIRES page 17A

New beach fire plan in effect this weekend
By MARY SCHLEY

THE PLAN was only approved a little more than a week
ago, but officials moved quickly to install fire rings on
Carmel Beach and already have at least some of the metal
fire pits OK’d by the new city council in place.

Since it’s the middle of summer, they had a hard time
finding the durable fire pits the council voted June 30 to
install on the beach, city administrator Chip
Rerig said.

“We’re in the process of purchasing the
wood-burning appliances,” he said Wednesday.
“We went out yesterday, and it must be the end
of the season, because there isn’t much of a
selection. Our goal is to have them in place by
this weekend.”

The city’s new beach fire rules — which
call for up to a dozen rings 200 feet apart on
the sand south of Eighth Avenue, while allow-
ing an unlimited number of propane fires —
are now in effect. The policy means an end to
unlimited wood fires on the beach, a tradition
that dates back to the city’s founding more than
a century ago.

On Thursday afternoon, public works crews
set out to install some of the new fire pits, but
Rerig said only two could fit, since the council
required they be at least 75 feet from the bluffs,
and the sandy area south of Ninth Avenue is
too narrow at the moment.

He also noted that the city is special order-

ing permanent fire pits at a cost of $1,100 to $1,200 apiece,
so the 36-inch black steel rings bought from Home Depot
this week — for the purposes of getting them in place sooner
rather than later — are a temporary fix and “are a little more
utilitarian.”

“We think they’ll fill the void in the short term until we

See BANG page 17A

Bang quits forest and beach commission in protest
n Also resigns from Sunset board

By MARY SCHLEY

SAYING SHE could no longer work for and support a
government that “thinks so little of the health of its resi-
dents,” Kathy Bang resigned from the forest and beach com-
mission and the Sunset Center board after the Carmel City
Council voted 4-1 last Thursday to allow a limited number of
wood fires on the beach. 

“It is with regret that I resign from the forest and beach
commission, effective immediately,” Bang said in her July 1
email to the city, before explaining that she could not contin-

ue working on behalf of an organization that would support
wood fires despite the fact they produce harmful smoke.
Bang and her husband, Gary, live on Scenic Road and want
an end to the longstanding tradition of wood fires on the
beach — a policy endorsed by the city council when Jason
Burnett was mayor, but reversed after the election of Steve
Dallas.

“Additionally, now that the fires have been moved to
include the area in front of our home, I feel I must continue
to fight vigorously for clean air, clean beach and clean
ocean,” she wrote. “This will take more of my time and
effort.”

A seven-year effort
Two days later, she advised the members of the Sunset

Cultural Center board, which oversees the cultural center’s
operations, that she was leaving that group, as well.

Bang said she has worked on the fire issue for seven
years, making multiple presentations to various city boards
and commissions, the council and the coastal commission.
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Public works’ Rob Culver, Cleve Waters, Thomas Lang and Domonic Marquez installed
just two fire pits on the beach Thursday, because that’s all that would fit — for now.

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER YEARS of thinking about it at various levels of
city government, officials have begun installing cigarette butt
receptacles on garbage cans in the commercial district.

“The accumulation of cigarette butts is really unbecoming
for our village,” city administrator Chip Rerig explained.
“People are putting them out on the trashcan lids and leaving
them on the ground.”

So Rerig — who makes a habit of picking up trash from
the ground whenever he sees it — decided he would “take the
bullet” and give the butt cans a try, without running the plan
past the commissions and council. 

The first receptacle, a small black cylinder bolted to the
side of one of the city’s signature wood garbage cans, was
installed at Lincoln and Ocean a few weeks ago, and Rerig
said smokers have noticed.

Butt receptacles quietly
installed on city trashcans

By CHRIS COUNTS

OFFERING AN innovative but practical approach to
operating a resort in a floodplain, the Carmel River Inn wants
to put 22 cottages on wheels so they can be quickly removed
if they are threatened by rising water.

With a few minor conditions, the Monterey County
Planning Commission approved the plan June 29.

Located just north of the Carmel River and west of
Highway 1, the inn has 43 units. A plan to add 20 units was
approved in 2006, and last week, the inn’s owners asked the
Monterey County Planning Commission for permission to
modify that proposal to allow 22 of its 63 cabins to be
portable.

Of the 22 mobile cabins, 10 would probably never need to
be moved because they would be located on high enough
ground, while the other 12 would be constructed so they
could easily be hauled away by a tractor if necessary. During
serious flooding along the river in 1995, the inn was inundat-
ed.

“The cabins on wheels will be custom designed to look
like permanent cabins,” architect Paul Davis told The Pine
Cone. “They won’t look like trailers.”

To higher ground
During the rainy season, a tractor would be available on

site, as well as someone to operate it. If a flood threatened the
resort, the inn’s staff would be responsible for evacuating
guests and moving the cottages to higher ground. The inn
would rely on the National Weather Service for flood warn-
ings.

Planning commissioner Keith Vandevere said he’s con-
cerned that it might take too long to move the units if the
river were to flood the property.

“In the past, floods have come without a lot of warning,”
Vandevere observed. “Many weren’t aware of flooding until
it was actually happening.”

In response, Davis told the planning commission it would
take about 20 minutes to move each cabin, and with more
than one tractor working at a time, he estimated it would take
two to three hours to relocate all the cabins — in part because
they will be designed so they can easily be 

Seeking to outsmart
Mother Nature, inn wants
to put cabins on wheels
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