
By MARY SCHLEY

SEVEN RESIDENTS — including the third and fourth
runners up in the April 12 council race — have applied for
appointment to the Carmel City Council to serve the remain-
ing two years of Steve Dallas’ term, which opened when he
was elected mayor last month. The deadline to apply is 5 p.m.
Friday, May 20, and the council is set to appoint the fifth

member at a special meeting Wednesday, June 1.
In addition to former candidates Richard Kreitman and

Dave Mosley, retired teacher Martha Daly (who goes by
Mitzi), cultural commissioner Donna Jett, real estate compa-
ny and one-time candidate Bob Profeta, contractor Chris
Tescher and Carolyn Hardy are seeking the seat. 

The appointee would have the option of running for
reelection in the April 2018 race.

n Mitzi Daly
Daly, a three-year resi-

dent of the city who spent
her childhood summers in
Carmel and Pebble Beach,
and visited annually for
years while living in the San
Mateo area, said her recent
arrival in town is a benefit,
not a drawback.

“I feel that as a relatively
new resident of Carmel that I
bring initiative and energy
that combines the antiquities
of the area with a fresh look,
outside of the ‘inner circle’
that rotates positions and has
become stagnant,” she wrote
in her application. “I am a
born leader, strong on initia-
tive and follow through. I
represent the silent majority
and foster a strong work
ethic.”

While she hasn’t served
on any Carmel commissions
or boards, Daly said she was
on the board for St. Matthew
Catholic School, and was
president and vice president
of a homeowners association
in San Mateo. 
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Dave Mosley

Mitzi Daly Donna Jett

Bob Profeta Chris Tescher

Richard Kreitman

See COUNCIL page 22A

CANDIDATES LINE UP FOR VACANT COUNCIL SEAT

n ‘Smear’ site something new for
Monterey County politics

By KELLY NIX

THE CAMPAIGN began with promises all around of
“staying positive” and “keeping to the issues,” but this week
5th District supervisorial candidate Mary Adams launched a
website containing a sensational array of attacks against
incumbent Dave Potter, accusing him of being corrupt, trying
to destroy the environment and other malfeasances.

Potter, who has been in office for 20 years, said the web-
site amounts to a “smear campaign,” contains many state-
ments which are exaggerated or blatantly untrue, and is
“insulting” to Peninsula voters.

The website, www.potterfacts.com, accuses Potter of
committing “environmental destruction” during his tenure on
the California Coastal Commission, blames him for the tens
of millions of dollars Peninsula water customers are on the
hook for as a result of the collapse of the Regional
Desalination Project, and generally paints him as an
unscrupulous character.

Potter told The Pine Cone the site is “not what the 5th
District constituency deserves,” and he criticized Adams for
attacking him rather than talking about issues important to
voters in the 5th District, as he said he’s done. 

“It’s not factual,” Potter said of the website, which Adams
said went online May 15. 

Drawing from years-old articles and editorials — many

Supervisors race turns
ugly with launch of
anti-Potter website

See CAMPAIGN page 19A

A SURVEY conducted this week among subscribers to
The Carmel Pine Cone’s email edition showed that, with less
than three weeks to go before election day, the race between
Dave Potter and Mary Adams for 5th District Supervisor is
very close. Pine Cone readers gave Potter 597 votes in the
online poll, to 595 for Adams. Since that election only has
two candidates, the winner on June 7 will be final.

In the 4th District Supervisor’s contest, Pine Cone readers
expressed a preference for Dennis Donohue over incumbent
Jane Parker, 582 votes to 513. That race, which has a third
candidate, could be headed to a runoff Nov. 8.

Meanwhile, in the race for U.S. Congress representing the
Monterey Bay area — an election that definitely won’t be

Poll shows virtual 
tie in 5th District 

See POLL page 19A

See BURNETT page 19ASee FISH page 17A

Burnett and family selling house, moving to D.C.
By MARY SCHLEY

ENJOYING HIS retirement from the Carmel City
Council by traveling and tackling long-delayed projects at
home and on his family’s property in Big Sur, former Mayor
Jason Burnett confirmed this week he is selling his house

here and moving with his wife and son to Washington D.C.,
where they’ve already purchased a home.

But Burnett said he plans on making regular trips back to
the Peninsula, including for the city’s centennial celebration
in October, and he’ll still help out the mayors’ water group
when he can, if needed.

“We’re going to take a six-week road trip across the
United States, starting right after Sebastian’s school is out,
and do an all-American road trip,” Burnett told The Pine
Cone. “We’re going to rent an Airstream — we did that last
year — and this time, we’re going to do the northern route.”

They’ll visit Yellowstone and Glacier national parks, the
Dakotas, and other landmarks between the California Coast
and the nation’s capital. The Burnetts will end up in D.C. just
in time for his young son’s school to start.

“We’ll leave mid-June,” he said. “We’re getting every-
thing organized, and it’s a lot of different moving parts.”

Burnett said he and wife Mel decided to sell their house
at the northern end of town because his family has other
places in the area where they can stay when they visit.

“You know the saying, ‘You don’t own possessions, pos-
sessions own you,’” he said. “I’m trying to simplify my life.”

The Burnetts are scheduled to move into their new house,
which is located near the homes of some other family mem-
bers and Sebastian’s school, on Aug. 1.

By CHRIS COUNTS

INCREASING NUMBERS of non-native striped bass in
the Carmel River Lagoon are devouring young steelhead and
starting to outcompete the native fish for food, according to
advocates for the local steelhead population. To counter the
threat, they are calling for fishing regulations to be loosened
so more bass can be caught.

Currently, fishermen are limited to catching just two bass
per day — each at least 18 inches long — and the season is
limited to just a few days a week from December to early
March. Also, only barbless hooks can be used.

Steelhead boosters want
more fishing in lagoon
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