
facing the city, Dallas provided a two-part answer: “First, the
projected downturn in the economy concerns me the most.
The anticipated effect is that we will have lower sales tax rev-
enues and a reduction in Measure D funds to spend on such
things as infrastructure and maintenance. In turn, that means

tery, wires and a circuit board was discovered on a table in Il
Fornaio restaurant at the Pine Inn early Wednesday morning.

It turned out to be nothing dangerous — in fact, it was an
unusually bright, homemade flashlight used by the nighttime
cleaning crew, Carmel Police Sgt. Ron Pfleger told The Pine
Cone Thursday morning.

Even high-powered flashlights are pretty affordable nowa-
days, Pfleger said, so to have to rig something seems sort of
questionable. 

But “the cleaning crew admitted to the Il Fornaio staff
that it was theirs, and an employee there had seen it
before,” Pfleger said.

A worker at the restaurant discovered the suspicious
device while passing through the restaurant around 6:30
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Pine Inn evacuated during bomb scare
n ‘Suspicious device’ turns out 
to be homemade flashlight

By MARY SCHLEY

SEVERAL BUILDINGS were evacuated, streets were
closed, and the Monterey County Sheriff’s Bomb Squad was
summoned after a contraption with a remote-control car bat-

With the help of two teammates, a deputy in the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Bomb Squad suits up in protective gear (left), to X-ray the
suspicious device (above) found on a table in Il Fornaio restaurant
Wednesday morning. After concluding it wasn’t a bomb, he went
in again to dismantle it.
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n Supposedly earned in the 1970s 
but not cited until many years later

By KELLY NIX

JANE PARKER made no mention of having a college
degree from the prestigious Monterey Institute of
International Studies when she ran for a seat on a community
college board in 1999 — an achievement she repeatedly
claimed in later bids for county supervisor. 

The 4th District Monterey County supervisor told The
Pine Cone last week she does not have a Bachelor of Arts in
international economics from MIIS, despite having promoted
the accomplishment in campaign materials over the last
dozen years, including in 2008 and 2012, when she was
elected and reelected. 

Parker maintains she didn’t intend to mislead voters but
believed she had completed all the requirements in the late
1970s to earn a diploma. 

However, in 1999 — five years before she ran for super-
visor — she filed a candidate statement with the county elec-
tions office in her bid for trustee of Monterey Peninsula
College. 

Under the heading “Education and Qualifications,” Parker
didn’t include anything about having attended MIIS, much
less having a degree from the school. “As a former Monterey
Peninsula College student, founder and sole proprietor of a
small business, and current director of community relations
at Planned Parenthood, I have learned how to work with and
for others,” the then 46-year-old Parker wrote on her state-
ment filed with county elections.

Parker did not return messages from The Pine Cone ask-
ing about the discrepancy this week. 

Parker didn’t claim 
MIIS degree in 
first campaign

Of all the inappropriate places to put graffiti, one of Big Sur’s
prettiest waterfalls has to be the worst. Locals say the incident is
part of a growing trend that officials are having trouble dealing
with. See story on page 7A.

Paradise defaced

See PARKER page 14A

See INVASION page 14A

See CANDIDATES page 26A

CANDIDATES IDENTIFY CITY’S BIGGEST ISSUES, 
AND THEIR OWN STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

By MARY SCHLEY

THE TWO men running for Mayor of Carmel and five
people vying for two seats on the city council this week dis-
cussed the greatest issues they believe the city is facing and
what they would do to help address them, as well as their
most positive attributes and shortcomings as candidates. 

The municipal election is being held April 12, with Steve
Dallas and Ken Talmage competing for a two-year term as
mayor, and Richard Kreitman, Dave Mosley, Jack Pappadeas,
Jan Reimers and Bobby Richards are in a contest for two
four-year terms on the council. No incumbents are running
for reelection.

n Steve Dallas
Addressing what he considers the most important issue

By MARY SCHLEY

ONE MAN is in jail while deputies are searching for his
accomplices in a frightening home invasion robbery that
occurred just outside the city limits on Saturday afternoon. 

Armed with a machete and a wrench, two men forced
their way in through the side door of a home on North Mesa
Drive (between Flanders Mansion and Highway 1), threaten-
ing and menacing the residents, Asaad Douidri and Maha
Habta, according to Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. John
Thornburg.

They had deliberately targeted the home because they
believed it contained a valuable painting, according to
Thornburg. But instead of making off with a Picasso, they
went through the house picking up computers, jewelry, per-
sonal items and money, and then fled, getting into an older
white sedan and driving away. 

Deputies tracking down
suspects in home invasion

Ken Talmage Steve Dallas
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