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Lighting experiment kicks off Friday
n Special meeting set for Dec. 8

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY’S efforts to figure out the best means of
lighting the Ocean Avenue medians to provide ambiance,
interest and safety will move to the next step Friday, when
a two-and-a-half-week demonstration of nine different
lighting strategies begins. At the end of the period, a plan-
ning commission subcommittee will hold a workshop on
the ideas, beginning with a walking tour of the lights at 5
p.m. Dec. 8.

Discussed at length at a workshop in September, the
options for lighting the median were whittled down to six:
mini lights with no uplighting, existing landscape and sig-
nage lights with no mini lights, strings of both brighter and
dimmer mini lights, enhanced landscape lighting with
more uplighting and downlighting, pinpricks of light pro-
jected onto the trees, and installation of gas-style street
lamps at the ends of the medians near the crosswalks.

In fact, the switch will be flipped on nine different light-
ing schemes as darkness falls Nov. 21, according to plan-
ning and building director Rob Mullane, including some
involving colored lights.

“Of the six options at the workshop, they decided there
were a few other treatments worth showcasing,” Mullane
told The Pine Cone Thursday. “I think there are nine, but a
lot of those are just different variations of the main six that
we were talking about.”

The different setups were designed and mostly installed
by Carmel Plaza operations manager Jim Griffith and

lighting expert Meredith Nole, both of whom donated
their time and efforts. 

“Their involvement went way beyond what I was able
to do and had time to do, so they deserve the credit for get-

n Findings will have national impact

By KELLY NIX

BESIDES DETERMINING whether slant wells will
supply enough water for its desal plant and how much desali-
nation that water will require, California American Water’s
test well approved by the California Coastal Commission last
week will be used for a national research project on human
pathogens.

Cal Am’s parent company, American Water, has received
a $200,000 grant from a private foundation to study the level
of pathogen removal when seawater migrates through the
ocean floor and is drawn into a slant well.

Such wells are considered environmentally superior for
marine life because they don’t kill small fish and other crea-
tures, the way open ocean intakes do. However, the study —
partially funded by WateReuse Research Foundation — will
look at whether bacteria and parasites found in sea water are
filtered out as the water moves through the ground on its way
to the well, and what additional steps might be necessary to
make the water safe for human consumption.

If the pathogens aren’t there, “the result could be signifi-
cant savings in treatment costs for desalination projects that
employ slant well technology,” Rich Svindland, Cal Am
director of engineering, said. “Because this question has yet
to be studied, our findings will be extremely valuable for
water resource managers and policy makers across the coun-
try.”

Zia Bukhari, a scientist with American Water, said the
data gleaned from the project will be important to the water
industry as a whole since interest in desalination

Cal Am test well
will also study
human pathogens

Schematics show a few of the lighting strategies for Ocean
Avenue’s medians. The experiment begins Nov. 21.

See LIGHTING page 23A

See STUDY page 16A
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See HOMESCAPES page 14A

HOMESCAPES CLOSED FOR ‘INVENTORY’ 
AFTER FILING FOR BANKRUPTCY

By MARY SCHLEY

THE EXPANSIVE Homescapes Carmel store on the
ground floor of the Carmel Plaza, owned and operated by
brothers Thompson Lange and Beau Finklang since 1999,
has been closed for two weeks for “inventory,” according to

a sign in the window. 
In fact, the business closed because it is out of money.

Homescapes filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy Nov. 1, citing
$201,015 in assets and $600,890.30 in liabilities. Adding to
its troubles, the bankruptcy trustee responsible for selling off
its assets to try to pay back creditors filed a “notice of aban-
donment of personal property” Nov. 14 after determining that
most of the claimed $200,000 in furnishings and other items
for sale in the store were on consignment, and should there-
fore be returned to their rightful owners. Furthermore, the
brothers owe “considerable back rent” at the rate of $5,500
per month, and a court judgment in a lawsuit filed by Union
Bank for nonpayment of a loan resulted in a $60,000 lien
against the business.

n Major progress on permits 
expected in next two years

By KELLY NIX

STAFF WITH the State Water Resources Control Board
could decide as early as December whether they are willing
to extend the deadline for a severe water cutback order on the
Monterey Peninsula set to take effect Jan. 1, 2017.

Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett and about 20 other local
officials had a roughly three-hour meeting with state water
board staff members in Sacramento Nov. 7 to discuss the pos-
sibility of pushing back the cutback order deadline by two
years. While no agreement was firmed up then, it’s possible
one could be hammered out during a December meeting,
though Burnett said it’s likely they will have to go back to the
bargaining table after that. 

“I want to remain optimistic that what we propose will be
accepted, but I want to be realistic,” Burnett told The Pine
Cone.

Regardless whether the state water board makes a deci-
sion in December, the request by local officials is significant.
The cutback order that the state imposed in October 2009
could be financially devastating to Peninsula restaurants,
hotels and other businesses.

Burnett said next month he and the other water officials
will formally request that the state water board’s staff extend
the 2017 deadline, provided that milestones are reached dur-
ing the next two years, including the construction of Cal
Am’s desal plant test well, completion of the environmental

Decision on 
water cutback delay
may come soon

More than two dozen signs bringing attention to local steelhead will
soon pop up alongside bridges over the Carmel River and its tribu-
taries. Will they make a difference? See page 15A.

Coming soon to a
bridge near you ...

By MARY SCHLEY

RESPONDING TO reports of a fire at a house on
Carmelo Street the afternoon of Oct. 25, firefighters and
police officers arrived to discover that the cable TV boxes
connected not just to that home, but to six, had burned, caus-
ing minor to moderate damage to the homes’ exteriors. 

The cause of the strange incident, PG&E later told the fire
department, was that a transformer failed a street away, ener-
gizing the normally low-voltage Comcast cable line with
high-voltage power, which then ran through the cable to the
homes, where it shorted out the boxes and caused the fires.

“Initial arriving crews found scorched cable boxes,” said
acting Monterey Fire Division Chief Barry Perkins. “And I
believe one of the boxes actually had flames.”

After putting out that fire, they visited the neighboring
homes to determine how widespread the problem was.

“None of the fires had extended to the interiors, and there

Cable lines spark fires
at half-dozen houses


