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Two floors of a Monte Verde Street house were seriously dam-
aged Tuesday night after oily rags caught fire. See FIRE page 15A See APOLOGY page 12A

Spontaneous combustion starts house fire
By MARY SCHLEY

RAGS USED to stain the interior of a home on Monte
Verde Street that was undergoing an extensive — and nearly
completed — renovation spontaneously ignited Monday
night, causing an estimated $130,000 in damage to the house
and contents, according to Monterey Fire Division Chief
Stew Roth. 

Quick action by the first crew on scene helped confine the
blaze to the ground floor and keep it from spreading to adja-
cent buildings and the trees above, he said.

The crew arrived less than four minutes after a neighbor
dialed 911 to report the fire, Roth noted.

“The first-in captain, David Cruz, reported a three-story
residence with a working fire on the back of the building,” he
said. “They had exposures and vegetation threatened, and
they did some really decisive actions on arrival.”

The crew attacked the fire through the front door, putting
it out before it could spread beyond the living room.

“The fire was concentrated in the living room/entry way
and out the back,” he said. “Their prompt action was able to
knock that fire down really quickly. It wasn’t ‘under control,’
because there were still a lot of things we wanted to do to
make sure there weren’t any hidden fires, but they had it
knocked down within eight minutes of arrival.”

All told, 26 firefighters from several agencies, mostly
Monterey Fire, responded. Two ambulances, five fire engines
and a truck, and two chiefs were there, as was a Cal Fire
engine from a neighboring station. Carmel police assisted, as
well. 

“Because Carmel is unique in how close the houses are,
and so many have wood frames, from a tactical standpoint,
we need to use our ‘surge capacity’ — especially with all the
trees,” Roth said.

By MARY SCHLEY

MAYOR JASON Burnett offered apologies Tuesday for failing
to realize just how bad conditions were in city hall, and for blindly
accepting it when he was told by staff and consultants that every-
thing they were doing was above reproach.

His mea culpa was about the past year-and-a-half, when several
longtime employees were fired, his assistant city administrator
resigned in protest, and hundreds of thousands of dollars were paid
to outside consultants and lawyers hired by former city administra-
tor Jason Stilwell and his second-in-command, Susan Paul.

The council took steps Tuesday to start putting things right when
it approved several recommendations by new city administrator
Doug Schmitz — who also worked in the same capacity for Carmel
from 1983 to 1992 — and a few more offered by council members
and the public.

“I’ve been doing a lot of soul searching over the past weeks and
couple of months, trying to understand why I was not able to diag-
nose the problems of the organization earlier,” Burnett said at the
Nov. 4 council meeting. “That’s why you elected me; that’s why you
elected us — to do that on your behalf. The organization would
have been better served had we diagnosed the problems and taken
action earlier. I apologize for that.”

As a result, the city is facing multiple lawsuits, including those
already filed by fired building official John Hanson and IT manag-
er Steve McInchak, who died suddenly of a heart attack Oct. 22,
and potential legal action from other former employees.
Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars have gone to

Schmitz strategizes
as mayor apologizes
for city hall mess
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The Esalen Institute in Big Sur plans to break ground in March on a $6 million project to renovate and
expand its bustling “Lodge.” See page 6A.

Esalen launches major upgrade

Council tries to revive 
faltering farmers market

By MARY SCHLEY

THE EVER-CHANGING farmers mar-
ket in downtown Carmel is being moved to
Sixth Avenue between Junipero and Mission
streets, and its hours shifted back to their
original 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., following a vote
by the city council Monday night. With the
idea of making the market more viable and
successful, the council also decided to allow
more produce from growers outside
Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito coun-
ties, and to permit almost half the participat-
ing farmers to sell fruits and vegetables that
are not certified organic. Hot food will also

be available there year-round.
Their decisions were based on recom-

mendations from the council’s ad hoc com-
mittee of members Carrie Theis and Steve
Dallas, as well as suggestions from the com-
munity activities and cultural commission.

“We tried some things that worked; we
tried some things that didn’t work,” Theis
said of the weekly Thursday market, which
was first located at Sunset Center, and then
moved to Devendorf Park and part of
Mission Street. The council later confined it
to the park and changed the hours from 

COASTAL COMMISSION STAFF URGES

APPROVAL OF DESAL TEST WELL
By KELLY NIX

THE CALIFORNIA Coastal
Commission’s staff last week recommended
its commissioners approve a permit for a
desal test well despite the fact that the City
of Marina, where the well would be located,
refused to allow it.

The recommendation, in a report released
Oct. 31, follows the Marina City Council’s
September 3-2 denial of a permit for Cal
Am’s temporary well, to be located on prop-
erty owned by Mexican cement producer
Cemex. Cal Am appealed the council’s deci-
sion to the coastal commission under a pro-
vision of the Coastal Act that allows the

coastal commission to override local denial
of a permit for an important public works
projects.

Coastal commissioners are set to weigh
the permit for Cal Am at a Nov. 12 meeting
in Half Moon Bay. 

Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett, chair of the
Monterey Peninsula Regional Water
Authority, the mayors’ water group, told The
Pine Cone Monday that while “It wasn’t a
surprise that the coastal commission staff
recommended an approval, it was wel-
comed.”

In a letter to the coastal commission
Wednesday, Congressman Sam Farr also
urged the commission to permit the well. 

“In essence,” Farr wrote, “the slant test
well is an experiment whose data is critical
to making a good decision on the ultimate
viability of the Monterey Peninsula Water
Supply Project. I can see no reason why the
test slant well should not be approved. It’s
time to get the ball rolling” toward a solution
of the Monterey Peninsula’s long-term water
shortage.

Farr also said that it has “been a great dis-
appointment that in the last 40 years, the
local politics of the Monterey Peninsula have
not coalesced around a solution to the
Carmel River overdraft problem,” but added
that he’s “excited by the leadership and
progress” of the Peninsula mayors’ water
group toward a resolution.

The test well is designed to allow Cal Am
engineers to gather important hydrogeologi-
cal and water quality data for the permanent
feed-water wells the company wants to use
for the desal plant it also wants to build in

Cal Am strikes deal 
for test well site

By KELLY NIX

JUST AS the California Coastal
Commission was getting ready to consider
whether California American Water could
have a permit for its desal test well in the
Marina Dunes, the water company
announced that it had struck a deal with
cement producer Cemex for access to the
site where the well would be drilled.

The agreement, reached Wednesday, also
allows Cal Am to obtain easements from
Cemex for permanent wells that would be
needed for the final desal plant. The settle-

See SITE page 10A See WELL page 10A

See MARKET page 17A


