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The driver of an 18-wheeler delivering cars to Highway 1 and Rio Road fol-
lowed his GPS the wrong way, driving down Ocean and then Forest before
getting high-centered at Mountain View and Guadalupe Wednesday after-
noon. A tow truck had to get him unstuck, and his company will be billed for
damage to the road, according to Carmel P.D. Cmdr. Paul Tomasi.

Are you sure we can 
make it down this street?

Fired employees top list of 
public worries at town hall meeting

By MARY SCHLEY

TREES AREN’T getting enough water. One resi-
dent has more water than he can give away. Pac Rep
Theatre is going broke because the Forest Theater is
closed. There are too many events and tourists in town,
but it’s also too hard to get permits for events in town.

It’s taking too long for one resident to get the OK to
build a simple fence. People are drinking too much.
Cops should patrol on foot more.

Those topics were all raised during a lively town
hall meeting at Sunset Center hosted by the Carmel
City Council Monday night — but the dominating
issue during the two-hour talk session involved
employees: the numerous firings of longtime workers,
the retirements of others, the consultants and lawyers
paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to investigate
them or replace them, and the city officials who are
responsible for those decisions.

At the meeting, Mayor Jason Burnett said he and
the council would listen to people’s remarks and note
their questions, and would do their best to respond, but
not right away. 

He also said performance evaluations of city
administrator Jason Stilwell and city attorney Don
Freeman would continue weekly until the community’s
concerns are satisfactorily addressed.

Hostile workplace?
Resident Carol Kahn was the first to speak at the

meeting, which was held in Carpenter Hall, drew a
crowd of about 60 or 70 people, and lasted a couple of
hours.

“I have a long list, but I’m going to whittle it
down,” she began, and settled on the employee situa-
tion as her topic of the evening. 

“I hear they [the departed employees] were
removed gruffly, to put it politely,” Kahn said. And
when numerous workers leave or are fired, “that says
more about the employer than the employees.”

“Why didn’t you guys do something when five

By MARY SCHLEY

TRAFFIC SNARLS and parking woes dominated
the Carmel City Council’s recap of Concours Week at
its meeting Tuesday night, when the council solicited
feedback from business owners and residents on what,
over the last decade, has become the busiest week of
the year. 

With three events in downtown Carmel — the
Concours on the Avenue (Tuesday), the Pebble Beach
Tour d’Elegance (Thursday) and the Pacific Grove
Auto Rally (Friday) — on top of crowds everywhere
in the area, residents found themselves stuck on
impassable city streets and caught in jams that made a
2-mile drive take 45 minutes.

The most poignant complaint of the evening came
via email from resident and author Michael Katakis.

Concours Week 
congestion: Getting
to be too much? 

See WORRIES page 22ASee TRAFFIC page 15A
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Planners recommended removing these lamps because they’re too
tall for landscape lighting, but commissioners said the owners can
keep them when they convert this old inn into a house. See page 7A.

Lamps and fireplaces
survive permit process
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Homes, inn evacuated after gas main rupture
n Private construction crew responsible

By MARY SCHLEY

WORKERS DIGGING a trench for new electricity ser-
vice to a house being remodeled on Camino Real struck a gas
line shortly before noon Friday, causing a rupture that sent a
cloud of gas 20 feet into the air and forced the evacuation of
a nearby inn and several homes. 

The break happened at the juncture of a 3/4-inch line and
a 3-inch main, but the main did not have a plastic liner, so the
explosive gas didn’t migrate into nearby buildings, the way it
did in March, when an unoccupied house filled with gas and
blew up. 

The latest break took about an hour to fix and prompted
questions from city officials already wary of PG&E’s ability
to respond to gas-line emergencies in town. Mayor Jason
Burnett and city council members questioned representatives
of the utility company at their regular meeting Tuesday night,
but it was contractor Paul Bruno who took responsibility for
the leak, because it was his workers who missed a mark in the
street showing the location of the gas main.

Bruno also defended PG&E.
“Their response was a success — a man was there right

away, only 10 minutes after,” he said. But while the utility
worker who responded first had the tools to stop a leak in a
narrow line, he didn’t have the crimpers that a 3-inch pipe
requires, so he had to wait for an emergency crew with the
proper equipment to arrive. The second PG&E truck and
workers got there about 35 minutes after the leak began.

In the meantime, Bruno said, “The leak was isolated, peo-
ple were evacuated, a safety perimeter was created. There
were no ignition sources nearby, and the gas was dissipating
into the air.”

Unlike the incident where a gas leak caused a house at
Guadalupe and Third to explode March 3, police and fire-
fighters were immediately alerted to the leak — which Bruno

said was obvious and loud — and arrived in less than 2 min-
utes, according to Carmel Police Cmdr. Paul Tomasi.

The nearby Sea View Inn had already been evacuated, but

By KELLY NIX

THE CITY of Pacific Grove spent more than $250,000
of the taxpayers’ money on attorneys’ fees to defend itself
from a lawsuit filed over a pension-reform initiative, accord-
ing to figures obtained by The Pine Cone.

In all, the city paid its attorney and a Los Angeles law
firm $267,503 to fight the lawsuit, which was filed by three
residents after the P.G. City Council in 2013 refused to put
the initiative on the ballot. In June, Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Thomas Wills ruled against the citizens
and in favor of the city.

According to the final tally, Pacific Grove paid the L.A.
firm Colantuono & Levin $221,792 for its work, while it
gave the P.G. firm headed by city attorney David Laredo
$45,711 for its efforts. 

The figures represent only attorneys’ fees, and it’s likely
that the city spent thousands of dollars more on staff time try-
ing to keep the initiative off the ballot.

The pension initiative brought forth by Sally Aberg, Dan
Davis and Frances Grate had asked voters to void and rescind
a 2002 pension plan that dramatically increased pensions for
police officers and firefighters. 

After learning of the amount the city spent on attorneys’
fees, Aberg Wednesday accused the city council of not hav-
ing the “backbone” to stand up to city manager Tom Frutchey
and Laredo, who argued against it. Councilman Dan Miller
dissented, saying the item should be placed before voters.

“How outrageous for a city council to spend nearly
$300,000 fighting a certified citizens’ initiative prior to that
initiative being voted on by the people,” Aberg said
Wednesday. “What are they afraid of?”

P.G. spends big $$$
defending pension plan

See SPENDS page 16A


