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Firefighters shave heads to raise cash for cancer
By MARY SCHLEY

N

INE FIREFIGHTERS — including a female Cal Fire
captain — had their heads shaved outside the Carmel Hill
station Sunday to raise money, and awareness, for a nonprofit
that fights cancers afflicting children. Organized by firefighter Seth Marston, whose nephew died of a rare form of
cancer when he was just shy of 3 years old, the event raised
$6,500, but crews still hope to raise more.
The inaugural “C is for Crocodile Head Shaving Event”
was launched to honor Caemon Marston-Simmons — who
succumbed to juvenile myelomonocytic leukemia in
February 2013, despite undergoing multiple rounds of intensive chemotherapy and a bone marrow transplant — and to
support St. Baldrick’s, a charity that funds more grants for
childhood cancer research than any other organization except
the U.S. government.
“The Carmel Hill event was a satellite event to a main
event taking place in Northern California near Sacramento,”
Marston said. “In total, we raised nearly $6,500 of a $10,000
goal, with a majority of the fundraising coming out of the
Carmel Hill event.” Marston set the target at $10,000 to
establish a “hero fund” through the foundation.
“Basically, the hero fund directs the money we raise at any
event in Caemon’s name toward the specific disease research
that Caemon had,” he said. Donations can still be made at
www.stbaldricks.org/events/cisforcrocodile.

The money will help St. Baldrick’s fund research, including possible cures for JMML, which is difficult to detect and
diagnose, and is uncommon, afflicting 1 in 1.2 million kids
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Cal Fire Capt. Noelle Bahnmiller laughs as she gives up her locks to
Mary Schemper’s clippers — all in the name of raising money to fight
rare childhood cancers.

Costly park’s parking lot to be built quickly — or not
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

O GET a $250,000 grant from taxpayers for a parking
lot at Palo Corona Regional Park, the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District has less than a year to finish it.
But after the parking lot is built, the park district will likely have to wait at least two years to open it so it can save the
public an additional $500,000.
If the park district gets approval from Monterey County to
construct the parking lot, which will take a month to build, it
could be finished by early winter. But officials need to act
fast because the money they plan to use to pay for the work
— a grant from the California River Parkways Program —
expires at the end of the May 2015.
Getting the parking lot built isn’t going to be easy, as
some residents have voiced their opposition to where park
officials want to put it. They’ve asked for an environmental

impact report.
Furthermore, even if the parking lot is built, it can’t be
opened to the public until a stretch of Highway 1 that fronts
the park is widened and a left-hand turn lane is created so
motorists can safely enter the park. That work will cost an
estimated $500,000.
But if the highway improvements are done right away,
their benefits would be short lived, because the same stretch
of highway will need to be torn up as part of the Lower
Carmel River Floodplain Protection and Enhancement
Project, which won’t break ground until at least 2017.
And if the widened stretch of Highway 1 needs to be torn
up, another $500,000 would have to be spent to redo those
improvements.
The floodplain project’s timetable isn’t the only hurdle
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Eastwood brings ‘Jersey Boys’ to screen
By PAUL MILLER

I

F YOU loved the Broadway Show, “Jersey Boys,” you’re
probably also going to love the movie version, which was
directed by Clint Eastwood and opens Friday across the
country.

That’s because, unlike other film versions of successful
Broadway shows, most of the stars of “Jersey Boys” are the
same people who played their roles on the stage.
“It’s been a tremendous hit in New York for nine years,
and I saw the play there and in San Francisco and Las Vegas
before we made the film,” Eastwood told The Pine Cone. “I
picked most of the cast out of the plays, and some
of them have done their roles more than 1,000
times, which means they’re very schooled in the
music, and singing it.”
Not only does that make the musical performances “really good,” Eastwood said, it brings a
lot of authenticity to the story of the singing
group, the Four Seasons, and its lead vocalist,
Frankie Valli, who rose from the streets of New
Jersey to international fame in the mid-1960s.
“The guys start out as delinquents and all of a
sudden make good — against all odds,”
Eastwood said.
Some of the location shooting was done in the
same Newark, N.J., neighborhood where members of the Four Seasons grew up, including the
very apartment where Valli was raised.
The falsetto-voiced heartthrob is played by
John Lloyd Young, who won a Tony Award for
originating the role of Frankie Valli on Broadway.
He’s joined by Erich Bergen, Michael Lomenda,
Renée Marino and Erica Piccininni — all veter-
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Clint Eastwood, Erich Bergen and John Lloyd Young on the set of ‘Jersey Boys,’ which the
indefatigable Eastwood directed and will be released by Warner Bros. this week.

June 20-26, 2014
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Stilwell: Most secretive
gov’t. official in state?
By MARY SCHLEY

A

N AWARD-WINNING investigative reporter — who
also teaches graduate students at UC Berkeley about the
Public Records Act and heads a committee on freedom of
information for the Society of Professional Journalists —
said Thursday he’s encountered more resistance from Carmel
city administrator Jason Stilwell than almost any other government official when asked to comply with laws requiring
disclosure of public documents.
His experiences are similar to those of The Pine Cone,
which has repeatedly contended with redactions, delays and
outright denials after asking for city records.
Thomas Peele, who works for the Bay Area News Group
and other media outlets, and has been publishing salary
information of Northern California cities, counties, school
districts and special districts for the past six years, sent
Stilwell a routine request for information about city salaries
— the same request that many cities and counties receive —
on April 30.
But instead of getting a spreadsheet of the data as he
expected, on May 16, Peele was sent a pdf with numbers that
can’t be sorted or evaluated for different criteria, such as the
highest-paid worker, or the person who earned the most overtime. And when he specifically asked for a spreadsheet or
other electronic database, his request was ignored.
“The issue boils down to the fact that the city provided a
record in a pdf, when what we asked for was an electronic
record — a spreadsheet or, exactly as the PRA says, ‘the
records in the electronic format in which they are held,’”
Peele said. “A pdf is a static copy of an electronic record. It’s
a silly response by the city to release a pdf.”
Special counsel just for records requests
The result sparked a heated back-and-forth between Peele
and the Santa Barbara lawyers Stilwell hired to process the
city’s Public Records Act requests.
“I don’t recall ever encountering a city that has a special
counsel for PRA requests,” Peele said Thursday. “That immediately gives me pause — and certainly creates the impression that the government is being recalcitrant.”
The firm, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, was paid
$30,883.71 in February, according to city records, and the
budget for outside legal services in the 2014-2015 fiscal year
is $275,000, on top of the $90,000 paid to city attorney Don
Freeman. The total spent on legal fees is estimated at
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Making babies
in plain sight
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If it’s baby cormorants you’re looking for, a quick trip to the Monterey
Coast Guard pier should be your destination these days, as several
hundred pairs of Brandt’s cormorants (Phalacrocorax penicillatus) are
nesting there and proudly hatching young in great numbers — with
some of the nests very close to easy vantage points. A local cormorant expert says the proliferation is something that’s occurred only
in recent years. See page 10A
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