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River students ‘make something beautiful from trash’
Featuring a pelican, a jellyfish, an octopus, a sea otter, a
sea turtle, a shark and several other sea creatures against the
WO LOCAL pastimes — art and environmental aware- backdrop of a swirling ocean, the colorful 8-foot-by-24-foot
ness — come together in an impressive mural completed last mural was constructed with more than 12,000 plastic bottle
month by Carmel River School students and a handful of caps. The eye-catching installation is located on the backside
of a building in the school’s upper playground area.
adults.
Kim Hartnett, a Spanish teacher at the school,
came up with the idea for the project. Hartnett
coordinates art projects for a student volunteer
group called the Blue Crew, which works to keep
local beaches free of trash.
Seeking a way to use art to promote ecology,
Hartnett began researching the subject. “I started
googling ‘plastic cap art,’ and I became inspired
by the images I saw online,” Hartnett told The Pine
Cone.
To coordinate the construction of the mural,
Hartnett teamed up with a pair of Monterey
Peninsula residents — marine biologist, filmmaker and parent Tierney Thys, and Alison Goss, a
real estate agent who helps organize local beach
cleanups.
To make the mural, Hartnett needed a vast
number of caps. So she organized a competition
among the classes at the school. A month later,
students had gathered about 114 pounds of caps.
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The most time-consuming phase of the project
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

Marina and Grant Hobson are two of about 500 youngsters who had a hand
in the construction of a colorful mural recently unveiled at Carmel River School.

See MURAL page 12A

30 years after crimes, serial killer gets death sentence
By MARY SCHLEY

JOSEPH NISSENSOHN, the man found guilty by a jury
last Halloween of murdering two teenage girls in a remote
area of Carmel Valley more than 30 years ago, along with
another teen in South Lake Tahoe in 1989, was sentenced to
death June 5, according to Monterey County Sheriff’s Office
detective Marty Opseth, who took over the investigation of
the decades-old murders of Tanya Jones and Tammy Jarschke
in 2005.
Jones and Jarschke had left their group home in Seaside
and met Nissensohn and another man outside a Denny’s in
Monterey. A few months later, on Sept. 9, 1981, men clearing
downed trees in the Chews Ridge area of Carmel Valley
found their decomposed bodies. One girl had been hung by
the neck with an electrical cord, and the other was found
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Collins files federal
civil rights lawsuit
n Targets supervisors, Cal Am
By KELLY NIX

T

HE FORMER county water board director sentenced
last month to 270 days in jail for over-billing an artichoke
grower and for conflicts of interest related to the regional
water project filed a $40 million federal civil rights lawsuit
in San Francisco Wednesday against two Monterey County
supervisors and seven others, alleging fraud, conspiracy and
collusion.
Steve Collins sent an email message to the media
Thursday afternoon with a letter from his attorney, H. Nelson
Meeks, outlining the lawsuit, which names as defendants
Monterey County, county attorneys Charles McKee and Irv
Grant, county supervisors Lou Calcagno and Dave Potter,
former county water resources agency head Curtis Weeks
and California American Water and its president, Rob

See COLLINS page 26A

Council adopts $24M
budget at first pass
n Money to fix Forest Theater
and hire another planner

underneath some brush.
Nissensohn was arrested for the murder of a South Lake
Tahoe girl, 15-year-old Kathy Graves, in 2008, and the
Carmel Valley murders were added to the case against him.
The jury in the trial, which started more than 13 months ago,
found him guilty of three first-degree murders, as well as
special circumstances for the 1989 murder of Sally Jo
Tsaggaris in Washington State.
When he was arrested and brought to El Dorado County
six years ago, Nissensohn had just completed a 17-year
prison sentence in Washington after being convicted of
Tsaggaris’ stabbing death. The Monterey County District
Attorney’s Office and the El Dorado County District
Attorney’s Office consolidated the three California murders

HIS IS arguably the most important decision the city
council makes all year,” Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett said
Tuesday, as the council prepared to deliberate on the $23.95
million 2014/2015 spending plan drafted by city administrator Jason Stilwell. And after more than five hours of discussion and debate, council members unanimously adopted the
budget, which relies on the Big Three — sales, hotel and
property taxes — for 82 percent of its revenues.
“We’re not proposing any dramatic structural changes to
the budget,” Stilwell told the council at the June 10 special
meeting. The spending plan marks a 5.23 percent increase in

See KILLER page 31A

See BUDGET page 24A
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FISHING BOATS FEASTING AS MILLIONS OF SQUID CROWD INTO MONTEREY BAY
By KELLY NIX

I

F YOU’VE been on the Rec Trail in Pacific Grove
recently, you’ve surely noticed the more than two dozen fishing boats out in the bay. There’s a reason they’re huddled in
the same spot: lots of squid.
Though squid have been abundant the past few years,
what’s different this year is that most of them are clustered
within a small area off Point Pinos and Lovers Point,
Monterey Harbormaster Steve Scheiblauer told The Pine
Cone Monday.
“That’s opposed to squid being spread out across
Monterey Bay and Central California,” he said. “Right now,
this is basically the only place on the West Coast.”
This week, nearly 30 fishing boats and their smaller
accompanying skiff boats — which help encircle the squid
with nets — could be seen on the bay day and night.
“There are about 700 jobs in the region — Watsonville,
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See SQUID page 12A

(Above) A worker on Fisherman’s Wharf No. 2 Monday morning
ices squid just caught off the coast of Pacific Grove, where the animals are so numerous this year that a whole fleet of boats are out
catching them five days a week (left).
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