
City hires new clerk,
building inspector

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER USING outside contractors to act as city clerk
and perform building inspections in town — following the
firing of John Hanson and the resignation of Heidi Burch last

year — the City of Carmel has hired a longtime
Monterey inspector to replace Hanson and
Monterey senior assistant city clerk Catherine
Raynor to take the top clerk’s job here.

Joseph Headley will start work June 9, while
Raynor will take her post June 3 — just in time for
the month’s regular city council meeting.

Certified in mechanical, electrical, plumbing
and fire inspections, as well as inspection of plans,
Headley has been assisting as building official for
other cities that pay Monterey for his help — Del
Rey Oaks and Sand City — planning and building
director Rob Mullane told The Pine Cone
Wednesday.   

“He has a lot of experience on the public side in
various building divisions, as well as in the con-
struction industry as a foreman and superintendent,
and earlier in his career as a laborer and carpenter,”
he said. “So he’s got a lot of experience — we’re
excited to have him.”

Headley has also completed the California
Safety Assessment Program, which “utilizes volun-

“Although our first attempt is to always try to reunite the
baby with its parents, SPCA rescuers were unable to locate
the nest,” Brookhouser told The Pine Cone. “The nestling
hawk will be raised at the SPCA Wildlife Center until it is old
enough to be released back to the wild.” 

Since the bird’s parents wouldn’t have been able to pick it
up and return it to the nest — and a human-made nest would-
n’t have worked — the SPCA had to take in the small bird
and care for it. It’s believed that the nest from which the bird

fell is intact and there are other nestlings still inside.
“While we often create makeshift nests for other young

birds, we could not do it with this one,” Brookhouser said.
“This is because a raptor nestling this small needs a heat
source to survive, and hawks will not sit on two nests.”

The hawk is eating what its parents would have fed it in
the wild — small bits of rats and mice. It will take from
six to eight weeks for the bird to be old enough to be
released.

“Right now, the baby is indoors with supplemental heat
to keep it warm,” Brookhouser said. “Once it has full
feathers and is eating on its own, we will move the young
hawk to an outdoor aviary, where it will learn to fly.” 

SPCA officials don’t know whether the hawk is male
or female, because that can’t be determined by sight.  

“We are unable to tell at this point, since male and
female nestlings look alike,” she said. “We could find out
via a blood test, but that is an invasive procedure that we
do not need to put it through.” They also won’t name the
bird, just as they don’t name other rescued wildlife, “to
keep them as wild as possible.”  

The bird will be released in roughly the same area it
was found.
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This fluffy little hawk has lost its mother but is being raised by workers with
the SPCA. It will be released as soon as it’s old enough to be on its own. 
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This riotous party scene, taking place last weekend, wasn’t at a hot club in Los
Angeles, it was in a remote part of Monterey County. See page 14A.

Lightning at Lake San Antonio

SPCA helping baby hawk that fell from nest
By KELLY NIX

A RED-SHOULDERED hawk that fell from its nest in
Carmel Valley is getting first-class treatment by workers at
the SPCA for Monterey County. 

The nestling — downy, with a black and yellow beak —
was rescued by workers with the SPCA’s Wildlife Rescue &
Rehabilitation Center May 20 in a yard off of Carmel Valley
Road past Tassajara Road, SPCA spokeswoman Beth
Brookhouser said. 

See JUDGES page 21A

Reclaimed water 
project on thin ice
n If deal falls through, a larger desal
plant for the Peninsula will be necessary 

By KELLY NIX

ON TUESDAY, Monterey Peninsula voters will settle
one local water controversy when they approve or reject
Measure O, which is intended to launch a government
takeover of Cal Am. But on the heels of the June 3 election,
another controversy looms, as a major component of the pro-
posed $400 million water project for the area may be stopped
in its tracks.

The proposal to reclaim wastewater could fall apart unless
a deal over water rights is struck by the end of June, accord-
ing to the general manager of the water district. 

A project to turn wastewater into drinking water — a col-
laboration between the Monterey Regional Water Pollution
Control Agency and the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District — would provide about 3,500 acre-feet
of water for the Peninsula. The project is officially called the
Pure Water Monterey Project.

However, after more than a year of negotiations between
the county’s Water Resources Agency, pollution control
agency, farmers and other parties, officials have failed to
reach an agreement on source water for the recycled water
project. And if a deal isn’t hashed out soon, “no agreement
will ever be reached,” according to a water district staff report
issued May 19.

Salinas Valley farmers contend they own the rights to the

See RECLAIMED page 12ASee EMPLOYEES page 10A

See RADIOS page 10A

High-tech cop radios still more than a year away
By MARY SCHLEY

IT WAS originally supposed to be in place more than a
year ago, but the $15.9 million effort known as the Next
Generation Radio Project — which will convert all police,
fire and other radio traffic to digital channels, many of which
will be encrypted — is now set to take effect in October
2015, according to William Harray, director of Monterey
County Emergency Communications. Also called NGEN, the
plan entails replacing transmitters, receivers, repeaters, gen-
erators, towers, antennae, and mobile and hand-held radios to
utilize digital technology that will enable greater use of a
limited number of radio channels by more agencies.

“We are still acquiring radio frequencies and site contracts
and permits to construct towers,” he said, including the site at
Huckleberry Hill in Pebble Beach that elicited so many
neighbor complaints. “Due to the inability to get the tower
locations and radio frequencies, it’s been extended to October
2015.”

Monterey County is overseeing the NGEN project, and
cities, special districts and agencies are sharing in the costs,
based on an estimated percentage of use, according to
Harray. 

“If they are 30 percent of our workload, they pay 30 per-
cent,” he explained.

(A resolution adopted by the Carmel City Council in April
2009 committed city taxpayers to a total of $365,265 for their
share of the infrastructure through 2027, plus $118,138 to
purchase new radios and an antenna.)

The county’s contractor, Harris Corporation, has had to
stop most work until all the permits and frequencies are
obtained. “The engineers are still working, but the construc-

By KELLY NIX

A CANDIDATE for Monterey County Superior Court
judge has soared above her judicial rival in election dollars
— but she did it by self-funding nearly all of the $159,000
she has for her campaign.

From Jan. 1 to May 17, Luma Serrano Williams, an
administrative law judge in San Jose, reported receiving
$159,406.54 for her campaign. However, of that, all but
about $2,000 was given or loaned to the campaign by her and
her husband, James. The Williamses took out $70,000 in two
loans to help fund the drive.

Her campaign marks one of the most expensive for a judi-
cial race in Monterey County.

In comparison, her rival, Heidi Whilden, a Monterey
County court commissioner who handles family law cases,
received $48,164 in contributions from various attorneys,
judges and others, while loaning $33,500 to her campaign.
The election is June 3. 


