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Animal hoarder cooperating with officials
to clean up squalid P.G. house
By KELLY NIX

deep piles of feces and garbage, according to SPCA spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser.

A

PACIFIC Grove woman whose historic house was redSee SQUALID page 27A
tagged last week after SPCA officials found 18 dogs and
puppies living in appalling conditions is cooperating
with officials and has begun the process of cleaning up,
the city’s chief building official said.
On May 7, SPCA for Monterey County humane
officers went to a house on the 400 block of Fountain
Avenue and found 14 adult dogs and four puppies living
in wall-to-wall animal waste, trash, personal items and
junk. The dogs, which had a variety of health ailments,
were seized by the SPCA and are being cared for. Three
cats were subsequently found and also seized.
The home was red-tagged, prohibiting the owner,
Marcia Cody, from entering the house until it has been
cleaned and the necessary repairs made, Monterey and
Pacific Grove’s chief building official, John Kuehl, told
The Pine Cone.
“There was just an accumulation of various sorts of
material in the house that blocked the access to windows and doors,” he said. “When you have a lot of
material in the house, there is a potential for fire and
PHOTO/COURTESY SPCA FOR MONTEREY
electrical hazards.”
The house was so “dangerously cluttered” that doors This proud mother nurses her puppies a week after the dogs were seized
had to be forced open because they were blocked by by the SPCA from a house that was filled with garbage and animal waste.

Caught in a fence, doe freed with Jaws of Life
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

HANKS TO three volunteer firefighters and a giant set
of hydraulic pliers, a deer is no longer stuck between two
fence posts in Big Sur.
About 2 p.m. May 13 along the Old Coast Road, a short
distance from where it meets Highway 1 at Bixby Bridge, the
doe, who appeared to be pregnant, tried to cross from private
property onto the road, but got wedged between the wooden

posts.
A passerby who saw the deer’s predicament called 911,
and Mid-Coast Volunteer Fire Brigade Chief Cheryl Goetz
responded with two other volunteers about 15 minutes later.
“The deer was struggling pretty hard when we got there,”
Goetz told The Pine Cone. “It looked like she got everything
through but her back legs and hips.”

Reliving memories of
the war over Europe

C.V. vineyard events
plan riles neighbors
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By MARY SCHLEY

T

HE CITY council voted last week that the two-hour
time limit on downtown parking should be in place an extra
hour, ending at 7 p.m. instead of the current 6 p.m., seven
days a week, but also decided to eliminate time limits on
Junipero Street between Third and Sixth avenues — both with
the idea of encouraging downtown workers to park their cars
outside the central commercial district. The changes will take
place as soon as the signs can be updated.
Other planned changes will come later: Parking in the
north lot at Sunset Center will become free Aug. 3, after the
Carmel Bach Festival, while paid-parking on Ocean Avenue
will begin in mid-September, after the busy summer season.
Collectively, the measures should open more parking spots
downtown, according to Carmel Police Chief Mike Calhoun.
The council accepted the recommendations after a presentation Calhoun made April 1, and the May 6 meeting marked its
first actions to implement the changes.
The extended parking time limit could be in effect as soon
as new numbers are ordered for the hundreds of parking signs
throughout the city — and will cost about $3,000 in labor and
materials — according to Calhoun, while getting rid of limits
on Junipero could be done even sooner.
“That’s something we can implement any time, because
that would take just covering up the signs,” he said.
Calhoun said the city’s parking consultants, Walker

See PARKING page 25A

Barrier to protect seals
violates coastal rules
By KELLY NIX

W

HE OWNERS of a Carmel Valley vineyard
are asking Monterey County for permission to host
weddings and other special events on their property.
But neighbors are worried the plan will cause too
much traffic and noise in their quiet neighborhood.
The issue is on the agenda at the next Carmel
Valley Land Use Advisory Committee meeting
May 19 at St. Philips Lutheran Church.
If the request is approved, the Hilltop Ranch and
Vineyard — which is located at 62 E. Carmel
Valley Road and grows grapes for Cima Collina
wines — would be able to provide a site for up to
10 events a year, each drawing up to 250 people. In
addition to weddings, the slate of events would
include “corporate wine educational dinners.”
The applicant’s plan calls for shuttling guests to
the ranch by bus, and bringing in caterers and
portable toilets.

HEN THE City of Pacific Grove erected redwood lattice fencing along a stretch of its coastline in March to prevent people from disturbing harbor seals and their newborns,
it knowingly violated rules laid down by the California
Coastal Commission.
The city was only permitted, the coastal agency said, to
cordon off beaches with “low post and cable” fencing, not
chest-high lattice, in an effort to protect mothers and their
pups. Dozens of the animals gather on the city’s beaches during the spring, especially at the southeast end of town near
the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
Pacific Grove Mayor Bill Kampe said while the city is
well aware it’s violating coastal commission rules, it decided
to go ahead with the bigger fence to protect the mammals.
The lattice, he and others say, prevents scores of harbor seals
from likely death.
“I would say that we were torn between the letter of the
law and the intent of the Coastal Act, as we understand it,”
Kampe said. “And we decided to operate with the intent of
protecting our natural resources, which includes the harbor
seals and their pups.”
At a March 5 P.G. City Council meeting, numerous volunteers who help protect the seals urged the city to install bigger fencing to protect them. But before they even spoke, city
manager Tom Frutchey told the council that the
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Henry “Diz” Newman — Carmel resident and World War II pilot —
stands with a B-17 bomber at Monterey Regional Airport Thursday. For
Newman, the plane was a reminder of a harrowing past. See page 9A.
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New parking rules
coming to downtown
— and soon
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