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Nyunt pleads guilty to shocking charges
By MARY SCHLEY

to three felonies stemming from gross misuse of his
resources as a police officer to steal people’s identities and
ORMER CARMEL police Sgt. John Nyunt was sen- take advantage of victims when they sought help, Monterey
tenced to three years in prison Thursday after pleading guilty County Deputy District Attorney Steve Somers said. Nyunt
also said he would slit his wife’s throat when she
threatened to turn him in, the D.A. alleged.
Nyunt pleaded guilty to threatening a witness, being
an accomplice in the burglary of a business, and being
an accessory after the fact in theft and burglary — all
felonies — according to Somers, and will face federal
charges.
Nyunt was investigated after his wife, Kristin, was
arrested in January 2013 and charged with 43 counts of
identity theft, burglary and other crimes. The case
against her is still pending.
At the time of her arrest, John Nyunt was placed on
paid leave from Pacific Grove P.D., where he was a
commander, and his office was searched. County DA
and FBI investigators reviewed “tens of thousands of
emails and text messages, and reams of financial documents,” and “interviewed dozens of witnesses and
victims,” according to Somers.
He said United States Attorney Melinda Haag also
planned to file charges of extortion and wire fraud
April 24 in connection with the local investigation,
which “demonstrated that John Nyunt knew his wife
PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
was committing criminal identity theft,” and that he
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Mayor, council members sworn

The winners in the April 8 municipal election took their oaths of office this
week. See story page 13A.

See NYUNT page 20A

Major phase of dam removal to begin in May
By KELLY NIX

T

HE MOST important phase in removing the 93-yearold San Clemente Dam — for earthquake safety and to
enhance the habitat of steelhead trout — is set to begin next
month, officials announced this week.
In a Tuesday press conference in Carmel Valley, executives with California American Water outlined the scope of
this year’s work, which includes rerouting the Carmel River.
“This is the big year,” Cal Am President Rob MacLean
said Tuesday to the roughly 25 people in attendance at
Hidden Valley Music Center. “This is where most of the dollars will be spent and where most of the work will happen.”

April 25 - May 1, 2014

Last year, crews performed about $14 million worth of
work; this year, they’ll do about $35 million, and next year
about $25 million, the company’s director of engineering,
Rich Svindland, said Tuesday.
When construction for the summer kicks off in May,
crews will begin the permanent rerouting of the river to
bypass the 2.5 million cubic yards of sediment
that has accumulated behind the dam. A partial
removal of the concrete dam will also begin
this year, with final removal next summer
along with work to restore the natural charac-
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Forest Theater shut
for being unsafe
By MARY SCHLEY

J

ERRY-RIGGED ELECTRICAL wiring and structural
problems led city officials to abruptly shut down the Forest
Theater, chaining its gates closed Wednesday afternoon to
keep people away from what they now consider a hazard and
forcing the theater companies that use it to scramble for new
venues. They also asked PG&E to shut down the power.
“We already knew the Forest Theater was being held
together with chewing gum and baling wire,” Mayor Jason
Burnett said April 23. “But in this review, it came to our
attention that there are serious public safety issues with its
continued use. Thank goodness we discovered it this way,
through an inspection, rather than through having somebody
get hurt.”
As part of the city’s development of a facility use plan,
inspectors have been examining all publicly owned buildings
to see what maintenance they require and how they might
best operate. Measure D, the 1 percent sales tax increase
approved by voters in November 2012, was meant in part to
help pay for deferred maintenance, and the plan is the first
step.
More than a century old, the Forest Theater has long been
planned for upgrades, including disability access, but disagreements over the specifics and other obstacles, including
funding, have led to inertia on the project. But now that
inspectors have found bad wiring and structural problems
dangerous enough to cause alarm, a new urgency exists.
“We will work as quickly as possible to get the public
safety issues resolved and get it reopened,” Burnett said.
“At this point, it’s not an easy fix,” city administrator
Jason Stilwell said of the wiring. “We’ll have an electrical
person come in and see what the fix would be. Worst case, it’s

See THEATER page 13A

At least it wasn’t a Prius ....

See DAM page 11A

Former public water supporter switches
sides, now arguing against Measure O
By KELLY NIX

O

PPONENTS OF the June ballot measure that
seeks a public takeover of California American Water
have an unlikely ally in their efforts to stop the ballot
item from passing.
Carmel Valley resident Scott Dick, who had been
an ardent proponent of a public water system for the
Peninsula — even promoting the idea during an
unsuccessful 2011 bid for a seat on the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District board — is
now arguing against it and urging ratepayers to defeat
Measure O, which seeks a public acquisition of Cal
Am.
Dick, who narrowly lost to challenger Bob Brower
for the water board seat, made the admission Tuesday
night at Embassy Suites during a formal debate on
Measure O, a measure its backers contend could save
ratepayers about $22 million per year. Dick joined
Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett as a “No on Measure O”
panelist.

“I was a public water supporter,” Dick told the several hundred people in attendance. “But I started
doing research on my own, and what I discovered is,
it’s not what it promises to be.”
Ron Cohen, the author of Measure O and leader of
Public Water Now, represented the “Yes on Measure
O” campaign. He was joined by longtime Peninsula
water activist and Public Water Now organizer George
Riley.
According to Dick, acquiring Cal Am — which
would likely have to be done through eminent domain
proceedings — would cost more than $400 million,
more than twice the amount the sponsors of Measure
O are advertising. And that cost doesn’t include the
development of a water project for the Peninsula.
“It will cost $411 million over 30 years to buy Cal
Am,” according to Dick, a research analyst who had
been endorsed by public water advocate Ron
Weitzman when he tried to unseat Brower three years
ago.

See DEBATE page 12A

A WOMAN trying to drive around a parked FedEx truck on Dolores Street last
Thursday morning got her Lexus SUV’s wheels buried in freshly poured concrete and
had to be towed out by the same construction crew that installed the cement.
According to witnesses, while undertaking street repairs on Dolores south of Seventh
Avenue on April 17, workers had just finished pouring a new slab, and the concrete
truck had driven away. But the crew had yet to replace the orange safety fencing
around the area, and a woman trying to pass a stopped delivery truck mistook the
shininess of the wet cement for a metal plate on the road and drove onto it. After being
pulled out by a small tractor called a Bobcat, she quickly drove away, and the cement
truck returned to help repair the damage, according to onlookers. No one called the
police.
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