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Veteran judge 
endorses assistant
DA’s bid for her seat 

By KELLY NIX

A HIGHLY respected Monterey County prosecutor
announced this week she’ll run for the judicial seat left
vacant by a judge who is retiring in March after more than 15
years on the bench. 

Assistant district attorney Stephanie Hulsey said that
she’ll vie for the seat left open by Monterey County Superior
Court Judge Susan Dauphine in the June 3 primary. If
Hulsey’s elected, her six-year term will begin January 2015.

“I feel that the skills I have acquired as a deputy district
attorney and assistant district attorney have prepared me to

See HULSEY page 30A

See HOUSING page 10A

County committee OKs P.B. affordable housing plan
By KELLY NIX

THE PEBBLE Beach Company got the decision it was
seeking Wednesday night when the Monterey County
Housing Advisory Committee voted unanimously to recom-
mend approval of a 24-unit affordable housing project adja-
cent to a Pacific Grove neighborhood.

The committee voted to recommend the $7 million apart-
ment complex to the county planning commission and board
of supervisors with the condition that P.B. Co. consider
building a recreational area and adding extra parking spaces.
The project, off Congress Road in Del Monte Forest, would
provide housing for low- and middle-income families, pri-
marily for the company’s employees.

“We were pleased that the committee voted unanimously
to support the project,” Mark Stilwell, P.B. Co. vice president
of real estate, told The Pine Cone after the meeting. He said

the company would work with the county on the committee’s
recommendations. 

The issue has been a hot one, with dozens of neighbors in
Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach blasting the location of the
apartments, saying the units would cause noise, traffic and
parking problems, blight and other issues. But the project
also has many supporters.

LandWatch Monterey County, the slow-growth group that
has championed the inclusionary housing project, was satis-
fied with Wednesday’s outcome. 

“We are thrilled with the Housing Advisory Committee’s
wise recommendation,” executive director Amy White told
The Pine Cone Thursday morning. “LandWatch wants to see
more affordable rentals get constructed on the Monterey
Peninsula because the need is great given the thousands who

See WONDERING page 20A

By MARY SCHLEY

UNCLEAR ABOUT what the city would get for paying
Carmel Valley resident Richard Tavener $60,000 — and also
hazy on what it has gotten for the $25,000 he's been paid
already — the Carmel City Council decided Tuesday to delay
signing a new contract with him to fund the amorphous, feel-
good project he calls Wonderspace Carmel.

The program, which city administrator Jason Stilwell said
would support the effort to bring more visitors, and therefore
dollars, to town, was part of the council’s consent calendar,
slated for approval without discussion at the Jan. 7 meeting.
But councilman Ken Talmage requested it be pulled so mem-
bers and the public could comment on it.

“What are the benefits to the city? Is this city run or pri-
vately run? What are the criteria to measure the money the
city puts into this?” he asked. “We have benchmarks and cri-
teria for just about everything around here, and I haven’t seen
any for this. I think we ought to discuss it and get a better
handle on the answer to those questions.” 

He also wondered why, when the city supports so many
other events in town by waiving fees, it would pay Tavener to
organize his.

Stilwell told the council he signed a $25,000 contract —
the maximum allowed without council approval — with
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Despite numerous earlier decisions to sell Flanders Mansion, and an
overwhelming public vote in favor of the sale in 2009, this week the
city council decided to put off any further action on the mansion’s
fate. See page 25A

Council puts ‘Wonderspace’ on back burner

See CANINE page 22A

LUAC: CANINE CENTER SHOULD NOT GET PERMIT
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOLLOWING THE sentiments of many who spoke on
the issue, the Carmel Valley Land Use Advisory voted unan-
imously Jan. 7 to recommend that the Monterey County
Planning Commission refuse to approve the Carmel Canine
Sports Center.

About 150 people packed St. Philips Lutheran Church for
the hearing, and about 60 attended a site visit that preceded
it. John Ford, a management analyst for the Monterey County
Planning Department, led a tour of the property.

The next step is for the county planning commission to
formally consider the proposal for 45 acres at 8100 Valley
Greens Drive. A date hasn’t been set yet for the hearing, but
the event promises to be interesting, because planning com-
missioner Martha Diehl is one of the project’s three owners.
Diehl will have to recuse herself when the commission votes
on the plan.

The project’s other owners are Diehl’s husband, Ken
Ekelund, and Ernie Mill.

At the LUAC hearing, many residents spoke out against it.
Carmel Valley homeowner Bruce Meyer called it “an unnec-
essary disturbance to our tranquility.” Priscilla Walton said
the project “flies in the face of good planning.” Tim Sanders
said the traffic studies rely on “clearly fabricated data.” 

Theis and Burnett
turn in petitions for
April 8 election
n Hillyard not running; Dallas could
take his seat without opposition

By MARY SCHLEY

VOTERS IN Carmel may not even have a chance
to choose their mayor and two city council members in
April, if no one else turns in nomination papers by the
extended deadline of Jan. 15 or tries to get on the ballot
as a write-in candidate. Incumbent Mayor Jason Burnett
and incumbent councilwoman Carrie Theis submitted
their signed petitions to city hall on Wednesday in order
to run for reelection, while incumbent councilman Steve
Hillyard announced this week he will not, which leaves
planning commissioner Steve Dallas as the only person
seeking his seat.

“I have enjoyed my time on the council and am

Vote on Flanders also delayed

See ELECTION page 11A

Longtime Monterey County Superior Court Judge Susan Dauphine
(left) announced this week she’s retiring in March and will be endors-
ing Stephanie Hulsey, the prosecutor she hopes will succeed her. 
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