
By CHRIS COUNTS

SWEPT OFF the rocky shoreline by a wave near
Soberanes Point in Big Sur, a fisherman drowned Dec. 28.

The man — whose identity hasn’t been released — and a
friend were fishing from a rock high above the surf at about 10
a.m. when his line got snagged on a another rock below,
Deputy Jesse Villasenor of the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office told The Pine Cone.

“Both went down below to unsnag the hook or line when a
wave surprised them and pulled them into the ocean,”
Villasenor said. 

The victim’s friend managed to get out of the water and
quickly called for help. But he lost sight of the other man.

Responding to the incident were State Parks lifeguards, the
Monterey County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue Team,
the Mid Coast Volunteer Fire Brigade, Cal Fire and a U.S.
Coast Guard helicopter.

It was the helicopter’s crew who finally found the man
about two hours later. He was about 200 yards from shore.

“One of the lifeguards jumped in the water and got the vic-
tim,” Villasenor explained. “He was already dead.”

The man was the latest in a long line of people — many
fishermen — who have drowned over the years along the coast
at Garrapata State Park or at nearby Rocky Point. 

Most locals know that the ocean can be deadly, and state
parks tries to make it clear to everybody else that the shoreline

along the North Big Sur is particularly treacherous.
“The surf is extremely dangerous,” a warning reads. “Do

not swim, wade or climb on rocks.”
The day before the drowning, a man who suffered a mishap
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Rescuing the rescuers

Artist Erin Lee Gafill (right) presents Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade
captain Martha Karstens with a check for $15,000. The Big Sur
painter’s effort was just one of many to help the victims of the Pfeiffer
Fire. See page 16A
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County explains 
why dog park 
doesn’t need EIR

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE THOSE who oppose the Carmel Canine
Sports Center project in Carmel Valley say it will cause
significant harm to the environment, planners with
Monterey County dispute that claim. In a recommenda-
tion announced two weeks ago, county planners outlined
the reasons why the owners of the center — Monterey
County Planning Commissioner Martha Diehl, Ken
Ekelund and Ernie Mill — should not have to pay for a
full-blown environmental impact report. Such a require-
ment would add considerable expense and delay to the
project, which would establish a dog-training facility on
45 acres at 8100 Valley Greens Drive. Instead, the county
planning department recommended a lesser environmen-
tal document called a Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Among the concerns the document addresses are the
noise and traffic the project would generate, as well as its
impact on plants and animals.

Its chief findings include the following assessments of

Dallas first and only
qualified candidate

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THE close of the filing period a week away,
the only official candidate in the April 8, 2014, Carmel
city election so far is planning commissioner Steve
Dallas, who submitted his paperwork and had the signa-
tures verified this week.

Nominees need just 20 signatures of registered voters
within the city in order to secure a place on the ballot, and

Dallas submitted 30 on
Monday afternoon.
Deputy city clerk Daryl
Betancur verified them
with the Monterey
County Elections depart-
ment this week.

Dallas said he
obtained signatures from
a wide range of voters,
seeking people aligned
with various organiza-
tions and camps to show
a diverse level of sup-
port.

Signers on Dallas’
petition are: Planning
commissioners Don
Goodhue, Michael
LePage, Janet Reimers

and Keith Paterson; former Carmel Mayors Jean Grace,
Charlotte Townsend, Sue McCloud and Ken White; city
council members Victoria Beach and Carrie Theis; for-
mer councilwoman and Carmel Residents Association
board member Barbara Livingston, and Mayor Jason

Steve Dallas
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It may be run down, but this 1958 house in Pebble Beach is an historic land-
mark and the owner must not be allowed to tear it down, an increasing number
of people are saying, including some prominent ones.

See ELECTION page 27A

See RAIN page 27A See HOUSE page 26A

See EIR page 14A

Big names line up to protect modernist house
By KELLY NIX

THERE ARE new efforts to prevent a Pebble
Beach home designed by one of the world’s leading
mid-century modern architects from being demolished,
including backing from the former CEO of Knight
Ridder and legal work from the attorney who has con-
stantly thwarted Carmel’s effort to sell Flanders
Mansion. 

The rundown house at 1170 Signal Hill Road —
designed in the 1950s by celebrated modernist archi-
tect Richard Neutra — made news in 2012 after its
owner, Silicon Valley businesswoman Massy
Mehdipour, proposed tearing it down so she could
build a much larger, 11,933-square-foot, three-story
home in its place. Her plans were met with resistance
by local architects and historians. 

Now, the Alliance of Monterey Area

2013 smashed record
for lack of rainfall

By KELLY NIX

IT’S OFFICIAL: 2013 was by far the driest year on
record in the Monterey Peninsula.

Before this year’s low of 4.19 inches in Monterey, “the
record lowest rainfall was 8.96 inches, and that was in
1953,” National Weather Service meteorologist Bob
Benjamin told The Pine Cone Monday. Record keeping
dates back to 1949.

The arid conditions have left vegetation highly sus-
ceptible to fire, caused the Carmel River to dry up, and
raised concerns that Peninsula residents would soon be
faced with water rationing. If there’s a saving grace for
water customers, it’s that demand for H2O on the
Monterey Peninsula has been much lower than predicted,
making rationing unlikely for now. However, the lack of
rainfall has spelled trouble for steelhead trout in the
Carmel River.

Carmel River Steelhead Association president Brian
LeNeve characterized the Carmel River’s condition as
“disastrous.” The organization regularly rescues fish from
areas of the river with little flow. 

“The river started drying back in May of 2012, and
right now, the flow in the upper river is as low as I have
ever seen it,” LeNeve told The Pine Cone Thursday.

The lower portion of the Carmel River has had no flow
for eight months, he said.

“Eight months of pumping without any replacement
water [from rain] has drawn the water table so far down
that it will take more than normal flow to get the river
running again,” LeNeve said. “And it is beginning to look
like we will have less than normal rain this winter.” 

The poor conditions could result in no flow reaching
the mouth of the river, which would prevent oceangoing,
adult steelhead from migrating upstream this year. 

“I saw it happen in the late 1970s and late ’80s,”

See RESCUES page 27A

UNEXPECTED WAVE COSTS FISHERMAN HIS LIFE

17 Mile Drive named
‘priciest toll road in U.S.’

By KELLY NIX

SEVENTEEN MILE Drive in Pebble Beach is undoubted-
ly one of the most beautiful roads in the country. It’s also the
most expensive per mile to drive, according to a website that
features the incomes, interests and leisure activities of the
wealthy.

The website, www.therichest.com, using an outdated $9.25
vehicle entrance fee for Pebble Beach in its Dec. 13, 2013, arti-
cle, says 17 Mile Drive costs 54 cents per mile, making it the
priciest toll road in the United States. 

Since March 2012, the entrance fee to P.B. was increased to

See DRIVE page 27A


