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Karin Strasser Kauffman looking fit as a fid-
dle in 1998, a mere 10 years after her
horseriding accident.

Rodrigue mourned by fans,
but by friends most of all

By NEIL SHAPIRO

THE HISTORIC St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans’
French Quarter was filled to capacity as I entered it last
Thursday, part of a slow procession solemnly following the
casket of our friend George Rodrigue.  Like the hundreds seat-
ed to our right, and the hundreds more to our left, we had
assembled to bid farewell to someone who had touched our
lives in so many significant ways.

The service was a traditional Catholic mass, followed by
comments from such dignitaries as the current and former
governors of Louisiana and
the mayor of New Orleans, as
well as the reading of letters
from both Presidents Bush.
Myles Williams of Carmel
Valley sang a stunning rendi-
tion of “The Impossible
Dream” that fairly echoed
through the Cathedral and
wrung more tears from eyes
already flowing. Through it
all, the reality that George is
gone seemed, and still seems,
incredibly surreal.  

The following day brought
the burial service in New

George RodrigueSee RODRIGUE page 9A

Former county supe receives avalanche of
(belated) well wishes after horse accident

By KELLY NIX

FORMER MONTEREY Coun-
ty Supervisor Karin Strasser
Kauffman has received a “chorus of
concern” from friends and associ-
ates after a terrifying horseback
accident that left the Carmel Valley
resident with life-threatening
injuries and put her in the hospital
for more than a week. 

There have been offers to bake
her casseroles, run errands and just
keep the well-known resident com-
pany while she recovered from the
mishap — details of which were
printed in Dec. 13 edition of The
Pine Cone. “Every one of the mes-
sages has been touching,” she said.

But all those great intentions are
a bit misplaced: The horse accident
in question occurred in 1988. 

“I am very well recovered,”
Strasser Kauffman said, laughing.
“It has been 25 years.”

The confusion began when The
Pine Cone published a news item
about Strasser Kauffman’s Dec. 15,
1988 horse accident in “A Century
of Pine Cones” — a column that
includes various historical events
printed in the newspaper over the

last 100 years. Some readers saw the
item about her 1988 accident and
somehow believed it had just hap-
pened. 

“It’s been an avalanche of really
good wishes.” she said. “It’s wonder-
ful to know there is such concern
and such support. I’m deeply
touched.” 

The 1988 accident happened
while Strasser Kauffman was riding
on a borrowed Peruvian Paso horse
during the annual Santa’s Fly-In
parade in Carmel Valley.

“Some kids came along in a
noisy wagon,” she recalled. “And the
horse got spooked, reared up and fell
over backwards and crushed me.” 

With several cracked ribs, a con-
cussion and severe blood loss,
Strasser Kauffman was rushed to
Community Hospital of the
Monterey Peninsula where she spent
eight days in intensive care. With the
exception of periodic sciatica, she
recovered from the accident.

Fast forward to Dec. 12, 2013:
Strasser Kauffman said she got her
first message of concern shortly
after The Pine Cone’s email edition

See KAUFFMAN page 9A

County planners say dog 
park shouldn’t need EIR

By CHRIS COUNTS

IF THE owners of the proposed Carmel Canine Sports
Center in Carmel Valley were required to pay for an environ-
mental impact report, it would represent a major hurdle for
them, both in money and time.

But the Monterey County Planning Department last week
issued a determination that the pricey study should not be
required for the dog training facility, which its owners — Ken
Ecklund, Ernie Mill and Monterey County Planning
Commissioner Martha Diehl —want to build on 45 acres at
8100 Valley Greens Dr.

While the project has raised a ruckus, John Ford, a man-
agement analyst for the Monterey County Planning
Department, said that’s not enough to trigger the need for a
full-blown EIR.

See FIRE page 23A

Burned out residents start to clean up and rebuild
n Rescued kitty offers ray of hope

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH THE fire out, residents of Big Sur’s Pfeiffer Ridge
are adding up the damage and getting the recovery under
way. And a lot more of them have major losses to deal with
than was previously believed. Fire officials announced
Sunday that 34 homes were destroyed as the blaze swept
through the area in the early morning hours of Dec. 16, even-
tually consuming more than 900 acres.

One of the victims was Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade

Chief Martha Karstens, whose house on Pfeiffer Ridge Road
burned. 

On Monday, with Christmas just two days away, she cer-
tainly deserved a little holiday cheer, and got it when her
caretaker’s missing cat, Ponchito, was found in the scorched
landscape of Pfeiffer Ridge.

“They found the poor kitty,” Karstens told The Pine Cone.
“His whiskers were burned off, but he was okay.”

Ponchito probably ran for his life when the fire started
Dec. 15, and firefighters were keeping a watchful eye out for
the black and white feline as they mopped up after the blaze
was contained. On three occasions, they put out food for him,

and the third time he meowed and trotted
out from burned landscape.

Karstens said other cats in the neigh-
borhood perished in the fire, and so did
his family’s home, and she called
Ponchito’s return to safety “a little ray of
sunshine.”

“Everybody was so worried about
him,” she said.

Like so many of her neighbors,
Karstens is now beginning the long road
back to recovery. For someone who’s ded-
icated much of her life to helping people,
she now finds herself on the receiving
end. “It’s very humbling,” admitted
Karstens, who is temporarily staying in a
room the Ventana Inn has offered her. “I
know now how the other half feels.”

Her own escape was dramatic. When
the fire started, she was at home, and was
alerted by radio that a blaze had broken
out on Pfeiffer Ridge. When she walked
outside her door, there were flames on her
property.

She only had a cell phone and purse
with her when she fled, and the flames
engulfed her home. 

“I thought I was going to someone
else’s fire, not my own,” said Karstens.

It only took a few hours for the
Pfeiffer Fire to devastate a rural commu-

See EIR page 12A

Veterans cemetery hits
initial fundraising goal 

By KELLY NIX

THE AMBITIOUS fundraising goal set three months
ago to pay for the first phase of the proposed $25 million
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery at Fort Ord has been met,
according to Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett.

Burnett told The Pine Cone this week that the entire
$9,414,000 necessary to build the first part of the cemetery,
which includes its entrance and 5,000 niches in a columbaria,
has been raised. More than $600,000 has been donated by
Peninsula residents since October, he said.

“The fundraising has been quite successful,” said Burnett,
who was instrumental in organizing the cemetery funding
campaign.

A big portion of the funding was raised recently. Last
week, the Pebble Beach Co. Foundation donated $50,000 to
the fund while the company gave $20,000. And Pebble Beach

See CEMETERY page 22A
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The intensity of the Pfeiffer Fire is dramatically illustrated in this Facebook photo taken by an
unidentified local resident.


