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On Thanksgiving Day, a pod of dolphins thrilled the crowds on
Carmel Beach by swimming very close to shore. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Public works employee Cleve Waters (left) and an unknown temp
working for the city string lights on the city’s official Christmas Tree
Tuesday. The 40-foot redwood at the intersection of Junipero and
Ocean will be surrounded with great excitement during the tree
lighting ceremony Dec. 6. See. page 10A.

Tree all set to be lit

See SEA LIFE page 17A See BURGLARIES page 16A

IF THERE ARE ANCHOVIES, THEY WILL COME....
By JOHANNA SHERRILL, DVM

IN MID-SEPTEMBER, something changed in Monterey
Bay. Somewhere a butterfly effect, or maybe more accurate-
ly, a domino effect, rippled into our coastal waters. Whales,
groups of humpbacks, were being spotted in numbers most
whale watchers had only dreamt of. Owners of local whale
watching companies were thrilled and even overwhelmed by
sightings. One local excursion leader told the New York
Times that she couldn’t even decide where to direct her cus-
tomers to look, because every view off her boat included a
whale! 

The events were unprecedented as far as many marine sci-
entists in this area are concerned.

Humpbacks have been observed with large groups of sea
lions, working together to feed off of an abundance of
anchovies in our bay. Anchovies by the “bait ball,” in fact.
The sea lions have been using their acrobatic agility in the

Stilwell gets full 
backing of council 
and substantial raise

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER EFFUSIVELY praising his job performance
and even his personality, the city council on Tuesday unani-
mously approved a raise and contract extension through 2017
for city administrator Jason Stilwell, who came to work for
Carmel in September 2011. 

Stilwell is one of four city employees who report directly
to the council — along with city attorney Don Freeman,
engineer Sherman Low and treasurer Jim Emery — and
council members are therefore directly responsible for nego-
tiating and approving his contract.

Mayor Jason Burnett and Mayor Pro-Tem Ken Talmage
proposed the new agreement, which includes a $185,325
annual salary (compared with his base pay of $170,192.62 in
2012) retroactive to Sept. 28, an increase in monthly auto-
mobile allowance from $350 to $450, an increase in deferred
compensation from $550 to $850 per month, and a $5,000
bonus for not leaving before his contract expires. He’ll also
be eligible for up to $8,000 in incentives “tied to the accom-
plishment of the city’s key initiatives and goals.” The contract
does not provide for automatic annual raises.

According to the agreement, Stilwell will have to con-
tribute more of his own pay toward his retirement, due to
state laws preventing him from enrolling in the public

See STILWELL page 12A
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See DESAL page 27A

Burnett asks CPUC to
approve water for
lots of record

By KELLY NIX

SAN FRANCISCO — LOCAL LEADERS and water
officials told a judge with the California Public Utilities
Commission on Monday that a proposed desalination plant
for the Monterey Peninsula must be able to produce enough
water to provide for legal lots of record and a rebound in
tourism.

At a key hearing at the CPUC headquarters on Van Ness
Avenue in San Francisco, Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett and
other local officials and business leaders urged administra-
tive law Judge Angela Minkin to consider allowing provider
California American Water to build a desalination plant that’s
large enough to provide water for more than 2,000 legal lots
of record throughout the Monterey Peninsula. 

The hearings were held to provide evidence in support of
an eventual decision by the CPUC on the size of the proposed
desal plant in North Marina. Cal Am also needs a crucial per-
mit from the state agency to build the facility. Though two
days were set aside for the proceedings, testimony wrapped
up Monday. 

The eight-member panel that made a presentation at the
hearing also included Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District general manager Dave Stoldt, Pacific
Grove city manager Tom Frutchey, and Cal Am Vice
President of Engineering Rich Svindland.

Minkin’s questions for the panel largely focused on the
size of the desal plant, including whether a larger plant was
justified and how members of the panel concluded a bigger
facility was necessary.

“I want to make sure we are looking at a plant that is
appropriately sized,” Minkin said. 

Cal Am is asking the Public Utilities Commission to
approve a 9.6 million-gallon-per-day desal plant instead of a
smaller, 6.4 million-gallon-per-day plant. The idea is that the

larger facility would be constructed if a Monterey Regional
Water Pollution Control Agency project to turn wastewater
into drinking water doesn’t come to fruition. 

While Svindland testified that demand for water on the
Peninsula has plummeted in recent years thanks to strict con-

April election: Mayor,
one council member 
will seek new terms
n Second council member uncertain; 
no challengers for any office yet

By MARY SCHLEY

JASON BURNETT, who served on the city council for
two years before being elected mayor in 2012, and council-
woman Carrie Theis, who was appointed to replace Paula
Hazdovac when she resigned from the council in August
2012, said this week they will run for reelection next year.
Councilman Steve Hillyard, appointed to fill Burnett’s coun-
cil seat, said Tuesday he hasn’t decided whether he’ll seek a
full four-year term, and so far, no potential challengers for
mayor or council have publicly stated any plans to run in the
April 8, 2014, election.

Potential candidates can obtain the appropriate paperwork
and information from city hall, gather signatures for their
petitions to run, and file their documents between Dec. 16

See GOURMET page 14A

GOURMETFEST GETS COUNCIL’S BLESSING
By MARY SCHLEY

DAVID FINK can hold his GourmetFest event in the
north lot at Sunset Center next March, the city council decid-
ed Tuesday, despite the fact it conflicts with Smuin Ballet’s
spring performances and the weekly farmers market.

The fest, a collaboration with the international hospitality
organization, Relais & Chateaux, will run March 27-30,
2014, and will feature chefs, wineries and other culinary
experts for lunches, dinners, parties, cooking demonstra-
tions, tastings and off-site tours. Most of the events will take
place in a large tent to be set up in the north parking lot of
Sunset Center, which will be unavailable for parking from the
start of setup March 24, to the final day of breakdown April
1. Refrigerated trucks, run by generators, would be parked

onsite for several days, and the events are expected to draw
between several dozen and 1,000 people. Some would
include live musicians.

Acknowledging the conflicts are less than ideal, with both
the GourmetFest and the Smuin Ballet expected to draw con-
siderable crowds to Sunset Center, the council approved
Fink’s application, as well as a $5,000 waiver toward an esti-
mated $13,005 in city fees, at the Dec. 3 meeting. With that
approval came several conditions, including that activity not
start in the north lot until 8 a.m. and cease by 10 p.m., that
live music conform to the city’s noise limits, that Smuin tick-
et holders be provided valet parking free of charge, and that
other parking at Sunset be reserved for Smuin staff and per-
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Arrests made in 
Carmel Valley burglaries

By MARY SCHLEY

BURGLARS HAVE struck seven more times in Carmel
Valley since a Nov. 20 community meeting with Monterey
County Sheriff Scott Miller and other law-enforcement offi-
cers drew hundreds of residents, but police have also arrest-
ed a handful of suspects, including a 37-year-old property
manager from Salinas picked up Tuesday night on a litany of
charges related to burglary and theft.

Ronald Dillon was identified as “a person of interest” per-
taining to an Oct. 29 residential burglary in Carmel Valley,
and deputies found him this week “with evidence linking him
to burglaries reported at San Benancio Road and Toro Park




