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The water was thick with swimmers Sept. 28 when 350 people took off from
Alcatraz Island for San Francisco (top). Among the hardy competitors were Carmel
Valley’s Kai Garren (left of photo at right) and Sam Albano.
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See SWIM page 10A

See HOUSING page 31A

C.V. swimmer, 10, makes dash from Alcatraz to S.F.
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE YOUNGEST in a field of about 350 competi-
tors, 10-year-old Kai Garren of Carmel Valley, swam 1.5
miles in chilly waters from Alcatraz Island to San
Francisco Sept. 28 to complete the 11th annual Alcatraz
Classic.

Joining Garren on his swim was 11-year-old Sam
Albano of Monterey. They were accompanied by an adult,
Greg Knowles. A Carmel resident and member of a local
swim club, the Kelp Krawlers, Knowles helped train the
youngsters in Monterey Bay.

Officially, only swimmers over 14 are allowed to par-

ticipate in the race. But event officials made an exception
for Garren and Albano as long as Knowles joined them.

Once the site of a famously difficult-to-escape prison
that housed Al Capone and many other notorious crimi-
nals, Alcatraz Island was designated a National
Recreation Area in 1972. Since then, it’s become a popu-
lar starting point for open water swimmers.

Wearing wetsuits, the three swimmers took a ferry
from San Francisco and waited just offshore of Alcatraz
for the race to begin. According to Kai’s father, Ron
Gerren, the conditions were ideal. “It was a beautiful day

Neighbors express
more anger over P.B. 
affordable housing

By KELLY NIX

RESIDENTS OF Pacific Grove and Del Monte Forest
continued to express their dismay over an affordable housing
complex proposed by the Pebble Beach Company at a public
hearing Thursday afternoon. 

At a Pebble Beach Land Use Advisory Committee that
spilled outside because so many people showed up, residents
mostly spoke against the project, which Monterey County
required the company to build as part of its long-sought final
development plan. 

The $7 million housing
project at the intersection of
Congress Road and S.F.B.
Morse Drive would include
24 two- and three-bedroom
rental units intended for P.B.
Company employees. The
county urged the company to
build the inclusionary units
inside the forest and said it
would require the company to
pay a $5 million fee if it
couldn’t find a suitable site. 

But residents whose
homes adjoin the site the company chose for the project
aren’t pleased, contending the four apartment buildings will
cause an array of problems, ranging from noise and environ-
mental damage, to invasions of privacy. Thursday’s meeting
was a continuation of one held Sept. 5. 

Pacific Grove resident James McClure told the LUAC he
figures his house is the closest to the development and that
the apartments will generally be a nuisance. 

“Right now,” McClure said, “I have the smell of pines in
the morning and [it’s] quiet. I’m going to have cars parked at
my back fence, it’s going to smell like a meth lab and be as
noisy as a drag strip.” 

While McClure also contended the P.B. Co. wouldn’t be
able to “cherry pick” who lives there, resulting in some unde-
sirable residents, Monterey County housing programs coor-

It’s amazing what you
can learn when authors
are tossing out ideas

BY JERRY GERVASE

THIS WAS the first year the distinguished speak-
ers at the Pebble Beach Authors and Ideas Festival had
serious competition for the attention of the attendees.
At the festival last weekend, their competition didn’t
come from other speakers, it came from the venue
itself. No one can deny the genius of the speakers, but
Jim McGillen displayed a stroke of genius when he
selected the campus of Stevenson School for this year’s
festival. 

Listening to lectures outdoors under a bright blue
sky was a throwback to those balmy fall days when pro-
fessors took their students out on the campus lawn to
take advantage of the weather. Casually taking the short
walks to various buildings, guided by polite Stevenson
students, easily carried one back to those university
days. The festival’s attendees — adults, and mostly
seniors — only needed white bucks and Pendleton
skirts to look like they were on their way to an English
101 class. It was fitting that the ideas of the authors
were presented in an academic setting.

“Do you get a chance to play golf while you’re out
here?” I asked New York Times columnist, David
Brooks.

See AUTHORS page 30A
See REDWOODS page 31ASee CEMETERY page 31A

See RUELAS page 10A

SOLEDAD THUG CONVICTED OF BRUTAL P.G. MURDER
By MARY SCHLEY

A JURY on Wednesday convicted 34-year-old Jacobo
Ruelas — arrested seven years ago after a palm print identi-
fied him as the man who stabbed Monterey High School stu-
dent Kris Olinger to death along the Pacific Grove shoreline
in 1997 — of first-degree murder with special circum-
stances, as well as kidnapping for carjacking and kidnapping
for robbery. He is set to be sentenced Oct. 30, and will prob-
ably get life in prison without the possibility of parole.

His younger brother, Angel Ruelas, pleaded guilty to the
same charges in April and was sentenced to life in prison
without parole in July.

Olinger was on a class assignment one night in September
1997, photographing the Point Pinos Lighthouse on Sunset
Drive, when the Ruelas brothers attacked him, stabbing him

29 times before stealing his car. The 17-year-old was still
alive when they then threw him over a cliff, and he managed
to crawl back up, only to die in a dirt turnout.

The two brothers and two accomplices set out that night
with the intention of robbing someone and beating him up,
Monterey County deputy district attorney Jeannine Pacioni
told The Pine Cone Thursday. 

“The four of them had talked about robbing somebody
and beating somebody up,” she said. “Angel and Jacobo
ratcheted it up to murder when they went to attack Kris.”

The crime shocked the quiet community of Pacific Grove,
where murders, and especially gang murders, are rare.

Will the project
really ‘smell like
a meth lab and
be as noisy as a
drag strip’?

Redwoods suffer bigger
wildfire losses due to
Sudden Oak Death

By CHRIS COUNTS

CALIFORNIA’S MAJESTIC coast redwoods are known
for their ability to survive wildfires because of their tough
bark and their height. But the trees took a beating in the 2008
Basin Complex Fire — in large part because of the presence
of a disease, Sudden Oak Death, which has ravaged the tan-
bark oak population along the coast.

“Coast redwoods are nearly four times more likely to die
during forest fires in Sudden Oak Death-infested forests than
in non-infested forests,” reported UC Davis researcher Kerri
Frangioso, who lives in Big Sur.

While redwoods aren’t directly killed by the disease like
tanbark oaks — and to a lesser degree, live oaks — they can
be killed when a wildfire burns too hot. And that’s what hap-
pened during the Basin Complex Fire, which scorched more
than 160,000 acres. 

Burnett, Panetta say
donations for veterans
cemetery are needed now
n U.S. taxpayers kicking in $6.7 million

By KELLY NIX

AS THE deadline looms to raise more than $600,000 in
local contributions for the Central Coast Veterans Cemetery
at Fort Ord, Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett and Monterey
County Deputy District Attorney Jimmy Panetta are making
a strong push for the effort.

The proposed cemetery project got a big boost Tuesday
when the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs granted $6.7
million for the first construction phase of the project. But the
state won’t accept the federal funds unless the remainder of
the project’s costs — which Burnett and Panetta said is
$617,000 — is collected via local donations by Oct. 15.


