
n Boreholes needed for EIR

By KELLY NIX

AFTER 18 years of working toward a viable
water project for the Monterey Peninsula, crews
will soon break ground on a crucial test compo-
nent of California American Water’s proposed
desalination plant in Marina. 

Crews are expected to begin drilling 14 200-
foot boreholes in four locations starting Sept. 21
to collect scientific and technical information,
including geological and limited water quality
data, in preparation for a test well Cal Am is
seeking to install for its proposed desal plant in
North Marina.

“The boreholes are an important step and will
provide critical information on the geology of
the area in which we are looking to construct the
wells,” Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Bowie
told The Pine Cone Thursday.

The 6-inch-diameter, vertical shafts will pro-
vide soil and geological formation data, which
will help engineers determine the characteristics
of the aquifers and will be used to design the
slant test well. 

‘Crucial data’
The boreholes will be drilled in two parking

lots at Salinas River State Beach, the Del Mar
Seafoods property in Moss Landing and on
Marina property owned by cement producer
CEMEX — Cal Am’s ideal location for its pro-
posed slant test well. 

“The sites we have selected,” Bowie said,
“include our preferred site and the areas that we
have identified as alternatives to that site, an
effort that has been largely prompted by com-
munity interest in project contingency plan-
ning.”

Construction on the first shaft at the Potrero

By MARY SCHLEY

BILL AND Adriana Hayward can
install a zinc roof on the house they plan to
build on Ocean Avenue, the Carmel City
Council decided last week, after the plan-
ning commission split 2-2 on the applica-
tion, thereby denying it. City design guide-
lines discourage using metal roofs on most
homes, but council members were taken
with the Haywards’ proposal to use a mate-
rial that harvests not just rainwater, but fog
and dew, that they’ll use to irrigate their
landscaping.

“The two commissioners that voted
against the roof were generally concerned
with the appearance it would have at a
prominent corner where the building is
located,” community planning and building
director Rob Mullane and senior planner

Marc Wiener said in the report they pre-
pared for the Sept. 10 council meeting. “The
two commissioners that supported the appli-
cation did not want to rule out the roof
because of the water-harvesting benefits.”

At its Aug. 14 meeting, the commission
denied the roof for the Haywards’ proposed
3,418-square-foot home, which will replace
a house at Carmelo and Ocean that is cont-
aminated with mold and slated to be demol-
ished. Chris Boqua of Stocker & Allaire
Construction filed the appeal two days later.

Water innovation
“We feel strongly the use of this roofing

material could be a good thing,” Boqua told
the council last week. “One of the city’s key
initiatives is to be active in finding long-
term solutions to the water issue, and we
feel like this is in line with this initiative.”

In fact, the roof is just one element of the
home the Haywards hope will serve as an
example of the latest in green construction.
“The goal of this project was to be progres-
sive and innovative by introducing different
construction techniques, technology and
materials into the area,” he said.

For one, the house will be built off-site in
sections, which will then be lowered into
place over the foundation by a crane. Off-
site construction means less impact on
neighbors and fewer constraints on the city,
he said.

The design also incorporates solar pho-
tovoltaics for net zero energy consumption.

But the roof is what will allow the house
to be cutting edge when it comes to the use
of water, which is very scarce on the
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Like sands through the hourglass ...
Another Carmel Sand
Castle contest is in the
history books, and while
the winner of the
Golden Shovel, “A
Child’s Storybook
Dreams,” was sparkling
in the sun on Sunday
(right), by early
Monday morning, the
sea was starting to
reclaim it (below). For a
list of this year’s winners,
see page 11A

PHOTOS/KERRY BELSER (TOP), MARY SCHLEY

City has unexpected budget surplus
By MARY SCHLEY

MONEY FROM the sales tax increase vot-
ers approved last November, as well as unantic-
ipated income from state taxpayers, pushed rev-
enues higher than expected during the
2012/2013 fiscal year, city administrator Jason
Stilwell told the Carmel City Council last
Tuesday during his fourth-quarter budget report.
That extra cash, coupled with lower than antici-
pated expenditures, contributed to a $1,327,451
budget surplus when the fiscal year ended June
30, and the surplus will be used to replenish
reserves, as directed by the council.

When the council adopted the 2012/2013
budget, which totaled $13,414,364, it anticipat-
ed using reserve funds to cover operating costs.
Instead, overall revenues were $780,445 over
budget, for a total of $14,377,989.

Generally, property taxes were 6 percent

higher than expected, sales tax was 8 percent
higher (largely due to the voter-approved 1 per-
cent increase that took effect April 1), and hotel
tax was 3 percent higher. Those three tax
sources made up about three-quarters of annual
revenues, at $11,979,023. 

Money that came into the city from other
government agencies was also greater than
expected, at $352,610, as opposed to the bud-
geted $143,715, and franchise fees, other fees,
permits, fines and forfeits were up, as well.

Expenditures, meanwhile, came in $547,007
below budget, with savings coming from refi-
nancing the city’s pension debt and less spend-
ing on the capital improvement budget, accord-
ing to Stilwell. 

He also mentioned the city council’s costs
were lower, in part because members’ medical
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First drilling for desal plant to begin

This screenshot of a
demonstration video
on Lifesafer of
Northern California’s
website shows the
way in which its
breathalyzer — called
an interlock device —
is intended to be
used.  

Lawsuit alleges driver’s use of breathalyzer caused fatal car accident
By KELLY NIX

THE WIFE of a Virginia man who died
in a car accident on Highway 68 two years
ago has filed a lawsuit claiming the other
driver’s use of an alcohol monitoring device
caused him to crash into them.

Nancy Hayes, whose husband, Clifton
Hayes, 71, suffered fatal injuries in the Sept.
18, 2011, accident, contends that Robert
Allen Brown of Monterey was using a breath
alcohol interlock device while driving,
became distracted and swerved into their
vehicle. Nancy Hayes was seriously injured
and her husband died at the scene. 

The handheld device, manufactured by
Interstate Interlock and Pacific Grove-based
Lifesafer of Northern California — both
named as defendants in the lawsuit — is not
only used to prevent the engine from being

started by a drunk driver, it can be pro-
grammed to require random retests, which
may be performed while a driver is operating
a vehicle. It was during such a retest that
Hayes contends Brown became distracted,
crossed the center line in his 1999 Chevy
Blazer and struck the Hayes’ 2011 Nissan,
which was traveling northbound on Highway
68.

“Lifesafer and Interstate negligently
failed to warn their customers and others,
including Brown, that it is unreasonably dan-
gerous to retest while driving a vehicle
because such activity dangerously distracts
the driver,” according to the lawsuit filed
Sept. 13 in Monterey County Superior
Court.

The lawsuit, which also names Brown as
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Haywards win approval for zinc roof on green house


