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A decade ago, Mark Tyler Schmidt entered the Marines
with high hopes. Last year, after battling an addiction to
painkilling drugs, he committed suicide at 29.

By CHRIS COUNTS

EVERY SIXTY-FIVE minutes, a military veteran commits sui-
cide in the United States. Once an aspiring Marine pilot with a bright
future, Mark Tyler Schmidt of Pebble Beach joined that grim roll of
statistics March 16, 2012, when he took his own life at 29.

Like any parent, the young veteran’s father, Mark Arthur Schmidt,
has suffered tremendous heartbreak over the death of his son.
Seventeen months later, he’s still grieving. But he’s also ready to
share his son’s story. And he wants to know why someone who was
willing to serve in the military and die for his country could not get
the support he needed to cope with life.

A life full of promise
Born at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, Schmidt

attended Serendipity Preschool in Monterey, Junipero Serra School
in Carmel and Palma High School in Salinas, where he graduated in
2001. With a career as a pilot in mind, he began studies the following
fall at Embry-Riddle University in Prescott, Ariz.

Like many Americans, Schmidt was shaken by the events of Sept.
11, 2001. The terrorist attacks hit the students at Embry-Riddle par-
ticularly hard — not only was an Embry-Riddle alumnus, David
Charlebois, the first officer on American Airlines Flight 77, which
crashed into the Pentagon that day after being hijacked, but the school
was mistakenly believed to have trained one of the terrorists.

Leaving his studies behind, Schmidt joined the Marines in

September 2002. “He felt the calling to do something for this coun-
try,” his father told The Pine Cone.

After successfully completing boot camp, Schmidt continued his
training at Dobbins Air Reserve Base in Marietta, Ga. According to
his father, Schmidt’s future in the Marines looked promising.

“Mark was doing well,” he said. “He was promoted to corporal
and placed on an accelerated path. He was punching tickets left and
right.”

But the rest of the story is tragic, and, despite the honored place of
the U.S. Marines in this nation’s history, shows that something is seri-
ously wrong there — at least, according to Schmidt’s father.

Just weeks before Schmidt was set to be deployed to Afghanistan
in August 2003, he suffered a mishap that would seriously impact the
remainder of his all-too-brief life.

“He was doing a fireman’s carry on slick grass, and he fell,” his
father explained. “A 200-pound guy landed on his shoulder.”

Schmidt knew something was seriously wrong with his shoulder.
But the medical staff at the air base disagreed.  “They said his shoul-
der was sprained and he should take two aspirins,” his father said.
“For 225 days, he didn’t get proper treatment.”

Over the next eight months, Schmidt reported the pain was grow-
ing worse, and he was having trouble performing his duties and sleep-
ing. When he complained about the pain to his supervisors, he was
belittled and accused of goldbricking, his father said.

Father: Son’s suicide was caused by mistreatment in the Marines Corps
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‘Resolve & Remembrance’
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH DOWNTOWN streets closed by historic and
modern fire engines from several departments, and a huge

American flag hanging from the extended ladder of the
Monterey Fire Truck, veterans, city officials, firefighters
— including new Monterey Fire Chief Gaudenz
Panholzer — police officers and members of the public

gathered in Devendorf Park
Wednesday morning to remember
the terrorist attacks that occurred
in New York City and Washington,
D.C., 12 years ago, and to dedicate
a piece of steel cut from the
wreckage of the World Trade
Center towers.

Procuring the steel — an idea
first floated by retired building
official and part-time Carmel P.D.
officer Tim Meroney — took sig-
nificant effort. After former
Mayor Sue McCloud researched
the matter at his suggestion and
discovered all of the steel had
been allocated to other cities, resi-
dent CarrieAnn (her full name)
took up the cause, and, through
pleading her case to the fire com-
missioner in NYC, managed to
obtain a piece of steel about the
size of a laptop computer.

In spring 2012, by way of
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Monterey firefighters (from left) Justin Cooper, Jim Courtney and Robert Wilkins form an
honor guard at Devendorf Park Wednesday after placing a piece of steel from the World
Trade Center in the boulder where it will be permanently displayed.

City manager: Public,
media asking for lots
and lots of documents
n Time and money being spent 
to respond to requests, he says

By MARY SCHLEY

SAYING THAT the city “has received a sharp spike in
Public Records Act requests and media inquiries in recent
months,” city administrator Jason Stilwell on Tuesday pre-
sented a log of the requests going back a year and told the
city council the demands for information have “resulted in
fiscal impacts,” because employees and lawyers are needed
to fulfill them or turn them down.

“Staff time is being diverted from other required work to
provide Public Records Act followup and responses,” he said
in his report to the council Sept. 10. “Due to the volume of
requests and the need to assure accuracy in legal compliance,
there are direct expenses for consultants to prepare and
review proposed responses to assure they meet the require-
ments and any exceptions of the California Public Records
Act and other legal requirements.”

Stilwell also said tracking the requests would ensure they
are met within the PRA’s 10-day requirement, unless other-
wise noted, and he is recording the hours and dollars spent to

Expert to get $103K for
McInchak investigation,
audit of city computers

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FORENSIC computer expert whose name became
public in a search warrant served at IT manager Steve
McInchak’s Carmel Valley home in July will be paid
$103,500 for helping the City of Carmel with its computer
network and the ongoing criminal investigation, the city
council unanimously decided Tuesday. Council members
approved the contracts without seeing them.

According to amendments to two existing contracts with
computer consultant Mark Alcock, he will receive $43,500
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Water bills will increase just 40 percent, Cal Am says
n Not double or triple,
as some have predicted

By KELLY NIX

TYPICAL WATER customers on the Monterey
Peninsula can expect to see their monthly rates increase
about 40 percent over the next five years, according to a new
analysis by California American Water. 

The rate estimate — less than originally predicted — is
due in part to a settlement agreement signed by Cal Am and
15 agencies and environmental groups in July outlining the
terms of Cal Am’s proposed Monterey Peninsula Water
Supply Project, which includes a desalination plant in North
Marina, water storage facilities and a recycled water compo-

nent. 
“Based on everything we know today,” Cal Am spokes-

woman Catherine Bowie told The Pine Cone this week, “this
is the most accurate up-to-date rate estimate.” 

Depending on the size of the proposed desal plant, a typ-
ical water customer’s monthly bill of $76 will increase to
about $107, or an additional 94 cents per day, according to
Cal Am. The figure is based on a three-person home using 74
units of water per month. The increase will be phased in from
this year until 2018. 

Among the concessions Cal Am agreed to in the settle-
ment agreement was accepting enough public funding for the
project to cut the company’s equity in half — a condition set
by the six Peninsula mayors designed to keep water rates as
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