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A crew from Big Sur is
at Burning Man in the
Nevada desert this
week showing off its
custom-built, neon-lit
pirate-ship school bus,
and this was the view
from the roof Tuesday
night. For the complete
scoop from inside
Burning Man and Black
Rock City, and what
Monterey Peninsula resi-
dents are up to there,
see page 3A.

Peninsula well represented at Burning Man Authors Fest moves to
Stevenson after contract
dispute with Sunset

By MARY SCHLEY

A STALEMATE over his contract with Sunset Center
has led Carmel Authors & Ideas Festival founder Jim
McGillen to move his event to Stevenson School in Pebble
Beach, with some events also to be held at Santa Catalina
School in Monterey. The renamed Pebble Beach Authors &
Ideas Festival will be held Sept. 27-29 and again draw three
dozen compelling and famous authors and speakers to offer
lectures and roundtable discussions for students, teachers and
the general public.

“It’s too bad,” commented Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett.
“All sorts of people worked to figure out a way, but ultimate-
ly, it wasn’t a good fit, and it sounds like he’s very happy with
Stevenson. I sincerely hope that’s a great success, because it
is a great thing to have in the community.”

Burnett said he is “confident” that officials with Sunset
Cultural Center Inc., the nonprofit which operates the the-
ater, “did what they could to try to make it work.”

McGillen, however, said the center’s leadership is inca-
pable of making decisions, that price increases pushed him
out — even as he continues to hold the ticket price at $550
for the entire festival and limit the number sold to a couple
hundred — and that the board is dysfunctional.

The fact that the fest easily found a new home after
McGillen contacted people he knew at the schools, and that
he’s more than satisfied with the outcome, “don’t negate the

See AUTHORS page 21A
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New planning director
boasts broad background

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH AN advanced degree in geology and the experi-
ence of overseeing planning in the newly incorporated City
of Goleta — among other accomplishments — Rob Mullane
started work as the city’s new community planning and build-

ing director Monday, filling
a job that had been vacant
for a decade.

“Carmel has world
renown for its charm and
good planning,” he told The
Pine Cone Tuesday, so when
he saw the job was available,
he jumped at the chance to
run the planning department
in a city he had visited a
half-dozen times over the
years. And the job, which
includes overseeing all
aspects of planning and
building, as well as working
with the city council and
outside agencies, presented
“a good opportunity to come
in and provide a leadership

role, and work in a rebuilding environment.”
A native of Connecticut, Mullane studied geology at Duke

University in North Carolina and then obtained a master’s in
the same field of study at the University of Hawaii. That pro-
gram’s emphasis on coastal-zone management led him into
planning, and he ended up spending several more years in the
Hawaiian islands — including isolated, outlying islands, as
well as the big ones — focusing on resource management,
water issues, erosion, beach repair and other aspects of devel-
opment in coastal regions.

“Some were high islands, like the volcanic islands, and
others were atolls with maximum heights of like 10 feet,” he
said. “But they were all very concerned about sea-level rise
and freshwater depletion, because they have very limited
freshwater supplies and burgeoning populations.”

He loved Hawaii, but found traveling to the East Coast

Rob Mullane

ACLU: ‘Serious concerns’ about state flag apparel ban
By KELLY NIX 

THE CHAIR of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Northern California said the organization has “serious con-
cerns” about a dress code that bars thousands of local stu-
dents from wearing clothing or accessories with the
California flag, and it’s considering challenging the policy.

The Monterey Peninsula Unified School District’s dress
code prohibits students as young as kindergarteners from
wearing clothing or having anything with the state’s flag,
map or bear — things the district says are associated with
Hispanic gangs. 

But Pacific Grove attorney and ACLU Northern
California board chair Michelle Welsh told The Pine Cone
that ACLU attorneys are reviewing the school district’s far-
reaching dress code to determine whether or not to contest it.

“Certainly [the] ACLU has serious concerns about this
dress-code policy and its effect on students’ First
Amendment rights to freedom of expression,” Welsh told The
Pine Cone.

The MPUSD dress-code also bans students from wearing

apparel or having anything depicting specific California
cities or geographic areas — even a Monterey or Carmel
shirt, for instance.

“It leaves little choice about what to wear and few alter-
natives for messages, even patriotic ones,” according to
Welsh, who is also chair of the volunteer legal committee for
the Monterey County Chapter of the ACLU and an attorney
for a local teachers union. 

Other districts, such as Salinas Union High School
District, have similar dress codes that officials argue help
limit the number of gang-related incidents, although the
amount of gang activity within MPUSD schools by opposing
Norteño and Sureño gangs is minimal.

There are 19 elementary, middle and high schools within
MPUSD, which also operates a number of adult-school pro-
grams. Assistant superintendent Kevin McClelland said the
district doesn’t keep track of the number of students repri-
manded for dress-code violations each year. 

“Overall, most violations of the dress-code policy are

See ACLU page 13A
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Quail Lodge residents decry plan to eliminate ponds 
By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER MEETING with representatives of Quail Lodge
this week, residents expressed dismay over a plan to remove
10 small lakes and ponds adjacent to the resort’s golf course.

The meeting was attended by about 40 people who live in
neighborhoods near the lakes and ponds.

Residents said they were told by representatives of Quail

Lodge that the aim of the project is to save water. Several
were openly critical of the plan, which is part of a golf course
redesign.

“I’m very disappointed,” said Max Schanderl, who has
owned a home in the neighborhood since 2009. “We bought
here because our home is overlooking one of the lakes. We’ve
become accustomed to enjoying the wildlife and watching

the migratory birds. In the evening, the sunset
reflects off of the lakes. I’m concerned about prop-
erty values as well.”

Homeowner Marjorie Siemsen also bought her
house because of its proximity to one of the lakes.

“All of my neighbors are dissatisfied,” Siemsen
said. “It doesn’t seem right. I’m worried about the
value of our home. It’s very disturbing.”

Helga Malmstedt called the news of the plan
“very sad” — and she wondered what the late Ed
Haber, who founded the golf course a half century
ago — would have thought of it. “Ed loved the
water and the ambiance it created,” Malmstedt
recalled.

Like many of her neighbors, Malmstedt bought
her home, at least in part, because it was situated
next to one of the lakes.

“I bought my house strictly because of its loca-
tion,” she insisted. “I don’t even play golf.”

Suezaki said he and his family are particularly
drawn to the wildlife at the lake near their home
attracts, which includes ducks, migratory birds,
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Shrinking ponds at Quail Lodge are a concern to some residents, but the attorney for
the property says it’s irresponsible to keep filling them from scarce resources.


