CONCOURS
WEEK

The world’s greatest classic
car events ... right here in
the Monterey Peninsula!

Read all about them in our
colorful special section…
INSIDE this week!
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City legal
bills pile up
n But officials won’t say what they’re for
By MARY SCHLEY

S

INCE JANUARY, Carmel taxpayers have shelled out
$112,727.93 for legal services at city hall, but city administrator Jason Stilwell says he doesn’t have to give the public
any details about what the lawyers worked on. In many
cases, even the general nature of the legal work is kept hidden.
And the city’s legal bills are likely to grow, since Stilwell
signed a new contract with yet another outside firm last
week to help the city procure water rights offered by former
Mayor Clint Eastwood from the old Odello artichoke fields.
For years, The Pine Cone has routinely reported details of
the city’s expenditures, including its legal bills, and received
quick responses from city officials about how the taxpayers’
money was spent. But the attitude at city hall has changed
dramatically. Under the current administration, it takes
weeks to receive responses to many requests, and some
requests aren’t addressed at all or are answered with docu-

See BILLS page 25A
The weather suddenly turned glorious just in time for
the week’s incomparable car events, delighting
crowds that turned out for the Concours on the
Avenue in downtown Carmel Tuesday (above), providing the perfect backdrop for the Blessing of the
Cars at Carmel Mission Wednesday (top left), and
making the classic beauties in Tour d’Elegance
sparkle as they paraded down Ocean Avenue
Thursday (left). For a look at some of the locals participating in the weekend’s big events, along with a
complete rundown, see our special section (inside).

Tree smashes Prius on
Highway 68 — but at
least it wasn’t a Bentley

PHOTOS/MICHAEL TROUTMAN, DMT IMAGING (TOP LEFT AND RIGHT),
KERRY BELSER (LEFT)

PUC commissioners get earful from water activists
By KELLY NIX

F

ROM FRUSTRATION over the cost of removing the
San Clemente Dam, to outrage about a new desal plant for
the Monterey Peninsula, the panel that oversees California’s
utilities got an earful from water activists at Sunset Center
Wednesday.
At the first Public Utilities Commission hearing held in
Carmel, the five-member commission listened to more than
30 speakers on numerous PUC-related topics.
Most of the comments were centered around the
Peninsula’s water supply problems, and the majority of those
who spoke directed their criticism toward California
American Water — which activists blame for the water problems on the Peninsula.
Several speakers directed the commission’s attention to
the proposed public takeover of Cal Am — an effort that’s
been long sought by a small group of government-ownership
advocates, but which has never taken off.
Ron Weitzman, who in 2005 sponsored a failed ballot
measure aimed at a takeover, reiterated his desire to have Cal
Am bought out by the government, a move he contends
would save hundreds of millions of dollars for ratepayers.
“Whenever a private water utility like Cal Am completes
a water supply project on a straight-through, competitionfree path,” Weitzman told PUC commissioners, “you should
require the utility, immediately upon completion of the project, to offer it for sale to a local public agency at cost plus
10 percent.”
Peninsula resident John Millman said he’s spoken to “hundreds” of ratepayers who say they, like he and Weitzman,

advocate making Cal Am a public entity.
“The people in my community have spoken to me, and we
want Cal Am out,” Millman told the PUC. “Unfortunately,

See PUC page 28A

Airport settles CEQA
suit over safety project
By KELLY NIX

A LEGAL dispute over the environmental impacts of a
runway construction project that will make the Monterey
Peninsula Airport much safer has been settled, officials said
this week.
Airport general manager Tom Greer said the settlement
includes paying almost $1 million to attorneys Zan Henson
and Richard Rosenthal, who brought the lawsuit, and their
consultants. The airport also spent about $200,000 defending
the suit, Greer said.
In July, Monterey County Superior Court Judge Lydia
Villarreal sided with a group called the Highway 68
Coalition over its contention that the airport district did not
analyze alternatives, traffic issues and other potential environmental effects of the runway project, as required by the
California Environmental Quality Act.

See AIRPORT page 26A
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DURING THE morning commute on one of the Peninsula’s busiest
days of the year — and when every third car on Highway 68 has a
six-digit price tag and a pristine paint job — a huge Monterey pine
crashed across the highway near Community Hospital of the
Monterey Peninsula. It didn’t land on a Ferrari or a Rolls-Royce, however; a black Toyota Prius took the fall.
Firefighters, police and highway workers were dispatched to the
stretch of highway — which connects Pebble Beach, Pacific Grove
and Carmel — around 9 a.m. Wednesday to find the tree, which had
snapped six feet above its base, blocking the roadway. The only car
to sustain damage was the Prius, which happened to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time, and emergency responders soon reported
no one had been injured.
Meanwhile, as crews cut the heavy tree to clear the road and
remove the crushed car, traffic on Highway 68 was diverted through
Skyline Forest. The highway was reopened later that morning, just in
time for the Little Car Show.
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